
kftu .gv	in hk	vb,b tuv hsng v,,b rat vatv ostv rnthu
(ch-d)ouen ka u,cuyc vrfv lu,n lanbv vfrcv - 

    d/vcuyc rpf (ost) itf � whsng ,,b ratw 'cu,fv kg arhp h"ar vb
rnuk uk vhv tk utyj kg iuatrv ost vsuu,ha hsf hf 'tuv uhrcsc iuufnv

 vatvwhhhhssssnnnngggg    vvvv,,,,,,,,bbbb    rrrraaaattttv,bga hpfu /wudu whk vb,b thv vatvw urntc vhv hs w
ordb tyjv vz hf rnuk ,uch, wd ukt urntc iuuhf tkt wkftu hbthav ajbvw vuj
hf 'sutn runj tyj vz vhvu /vat v"cev uk i,ba vzc vbuhkgv vchxv jfn

/u,ke, vc vk, lf kg ,usuvk ouencu 'u,cuyk ot hf vat uk i,b tk v"cev
wojk kft, lhpt ,ghzcw iuatrv ost ka uabg hf ,utrk ohkufh ohbbuc,naf     
u,cuyc rpfa rcsv omg kg od tkt ',gsv .g tyjc kuafnv omg kg er vhv tk
vhv 'vabug ,chx vk rnuk ohsev tk 'vuj ka vabg v"cev rzdaf vbvs /v"cev ka
lt /,gsv .gn vkftu ajbv kuek vgnaa kg vk vghdv lf hf ruujnu rurc vz
wudu wl,at kuek ,gna hfw (zh 'd) uk rnuk ohsev 'ostv kt rcsk lf rjt utucc
vnku 'tyjv ,ukak,av ,chxc lhrtvk iufbk vtr itf vnk 'ruthc lhrm vz rcsu
vhv vz hfu 'ihcvk lrum ah lfk ;xubcu ?vatv kt urcsf ohrcs rumhec ep,xv tk
'orudv ot hf vhv tk vghnavu 'vkhftv omg vhv tyjv rehg tukv ?utyj rehg
tkt ?kgupc vhhagv iuugk kpy ot hf vbhta vghnav iuug ohsevk lhha vnu
rpuf lbva lhrcsf tk 'uk rntu 'u,cuyc rpfa lf kg ujhfuvk v"cev iuuhf jrfvc
kct 'vat lk i,hba rjtn tyjv vzc oat lbhta tmnb lhrcs hpk hf 'h,cuyc
vhv tk v,njna lhrcsf vhv ukhtu 'l,kgu,k ot hf vat lk ub,b tka tuv ,ntv

aghu /ohnk ohn ihc khscn hvhu ohnv lu,c gher hvh ohekt rnthu
rat ohnv ihcu gherk ,j,n rat ohnv ihc kschu gherv ,t ohekt

 gherk kgn (z'u-t)wudu gher hvh ohekt rnthuw cu,fv ,buuf ruthc -
     k c,hhhh""""aaaarrrrutrcba hp kg ;ta '(ouheu vhuv uk vhvh) gherv ezj,h 'gher hvh" '

'wgher hvhw urnutc v"cev ,rgdn hbac uareu 'uhv ohjk ihhsg 'iuatrv ouhc ohnav
ostf wu,rgdn uvn,hw whbacu 'iuatr ouh kf 'wuppurh ohna hsungw cuht rnta vzu

v c,fu /"uhkg ohhtnv ,rgdn snugu onu,anawwwwhhhhjjjjrrrrzzzznnnnwwwwtrc ,hatrcw aurhp hf" '
i,thrc osue tk 'i,thrc ,khj,c 'wudu rut hvh oheukt rnthu///ohnav ,t oheukt
.rtvuw rnuk if,h tka" hbpn ,tzu 'wskuuh, ost [hbpkv] iuatrvw rntba lrs kgu)
ova vnnavu vcrjv kg ohrunv wuvucu uvu, v,hv .rtvuw tku 'v,thrc osue wv,hv
vhuvv kg er vz iht 'vrund vthrc vbht vthrcv ,khj,a hp kg ;tu///trcbv hrt,
,hnut,pv kg tk '[wahn ahw ,thrcc vbaha 'inzv lanc vuuv,nv ubhhv] ,hbnzv
uhrcs} "vnmg vrundv vthrcv vhv, vthrcv ,hatr zt hf 'wihtn ahw vthrcv thva
rjtu '({wufu arpk ubjhrfva vnu 'wufu ,thrc ,hatrc ibhxrd hfv v"s wt euxp khgk

/"iuatr ouhc ung ohtrcbv ohnav ,thrc od vhvh 'iuatrv ouhc rutv ,thrca

uvzu 'vk crxk ljufc vhva jrfvcu 'vc vfuz ,hhv tk 'sdb,vk ,kufhv lk
tmnbu 'lc huk, ihhsg rkuev 'rnukf 'wl,at kuek ,gna hfw urntc vbuufv

 /abghvk v,g hutr if kgu 'h,cuyc ,rpf hf vz hpk
shnu 'v"cev ka urxun ,t kche iuatrv ost hf 'f"jt ubt ohtur vagnku    
oryc sug 'kke,ba rjt ;fh, hf ubt ohtura unf 'lf kg vcua, vag
hf (f 'd) 'hj kf ot v,uhv oa kg wvujw u,at oa ,t tre 'isg idn ard,ba
vbha ;fh,u 'ouen ka u,cuyc rpfa vzc gap kg tyj ;hxuv hf ihcv ;fh,
/vsh kg lanbv vcuyv oa kg vna ,t tureku 'vcuyv kg ,usuvk u,gs ,t
rntb (tf 'd) uhrjtka trenc hf 'u,cua, vkce,b shn hf ubt ohtur iftu
wrug ,ub,fw ,uch,v ,tu woahckhu rug ,ub,f u,atku ostk ohekt wv aghuw
vc vkkev lphv vrutfk vhv rcsv vzu 'wrehs ihauckw xukebut oudr,c arhp
;fh,u 'uhfrm epxk hsf cr kng kungk lrymh v,gn hf v,hv u,kke 'kke,b
vkkev omg hf jrfvcu 'cuy r,uhv smv kg uhfrm ,t usucfc v"cev uk inhz
uk i,hbu 'uabg od e,nb uc rzju utyjc rhfva iuuhfu 'wcuyv ,hhpfw iuugc v,hv

/kkfu kkf ovhkg kungk tuv lrymha hkcn uhfrm
v,tuw (dh 'ck ,hatrc) cu,fv rntnc znrb rcsv vz hf urnt ,nt hehsmu     
vsunu ujcanv ostvk uk rnut v"cev :uvuarp lfu wlng chyt cyhv ,rnt

 uhsxj kg ukwwwwccccyyyyhhhhvvvv    ,,,,rrrrnnnntttt    vvvv,,,,ttttuuuuwwww,shnc lng dvb,n hbbv hf ,rnt lbv � 
wk v,t hutr if kg 'ohsxjc ;eun lbvu 'sxjvllllnnnngggg    cccchhhhyyyyttttvcuy lk ;hxuvk � w

rubhmv thv lf kg vtsuvvu v"cev ka u,cuyc vrfvv omg hf 'l,cuy kg
uhsxjc rhfvk shn, kfuba ubhrzgc vhvh ,"hav /u,cuy kg vcuy lhanvk

/ohkdb ohsxjku ohbhsv ,e,nvk vz hsh kg vfzbu 'ohcurnv
unf 'u,hhag thvu 'usng kg ube, 'gherv ,t oheukt aghu" 'h"ar lhanvu     

c rthcu /"wvhbrphm ,t v,aguwwwwwvvvvssssaaaacccc    rrrrttttccccwwwwc,fa vn tuv rehg vtrba vnu" '
,uhvk if,h tk hf 'usnug kg ube," 'wz euxp itf c,fa unfu) whnb htwc o"trv
'gherv ,t oheukt aghuws tru,hhn 'hnb ht 'iuatr ouhc vagb rcfa 'ugnanf
vk ahrss tuv wgherv kgn rat ohnv ihcu gherk ,j,n rat ohnv ihc kschu
'gherv ,t oheukt aghuws tres '("uhrjt tcv wif hvhuw rntnc hs vhv hf 'hfv
'r,unk lt tuv wgherv kgn rat ohnv ihck gherv ,j,n rat ohnv ihc kschu
zunrk vbuufvu 'wusnug kg ube,w arhp hfvku 'vhr,c ch,fs wif hvhuwc hdx hrvs
hebbt kvut j,un osu rac lknw 'd"h c"h vcr ,hatrc) arsnc t,hts vn kt
orc 'vgnhe hpr tuv (inz ka) ,uva hsh kg (kct 'jfv kfc ejuscu ezujc ju,n)
ka emun ;udf ohtrb ovu) wemun htrf (o,jh,nc) ohezjw (ov vzv ouhv sg) tfv
;apan tuvu) hebbt (,f,nn) ohkf emun osu rac lkn///(vpr,n ubhta ,f,n
tfv orc 'vsukj ohkgn ov (inz ka) ,uva hsh kg (kct 'jfv kfc o,ut ehrcnu
unf) wemun (wvreh ictw 'htrv ercf) htrf (oercc) ohezjw (ov vzv ouhv sg)
,ga ka oercu o,jh,n usngha) usng kg ube,wa 'ubhhvu '(o,ehmh ,gac
lfcu omme, tka 'wvhbrphm ,t v,aguw unfu 'u,hhag thvu '(okugk o,thrc

/(wufu oksd, 'vhbrphm ,t v,aguw 'c"h t"f ohrcs h"ar wg) '"uksdhu usngh

R’ Yaakov Meshulam Orenstein zt”l (Yeshuos Yaakov) would say:

     “wub,unsf ubnkmc ost vagb ohekt rnthuw - Rashi tells us that when Hashem created Adam Harishon, he consulted with the

angels to teach us proper conduct and the trait of humility, that a great person should consult with and receive permission

from a smaller one. However, when Hashem created woman, he did not consult with them. Thus, unlike men, women

say every morning, wubumrf hbagaw - Hashem created them according to His will alone, without consulting anyone else!”
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R’ Moshe Bogomilsky shlit’a (Vedibarta Bam - in the name of his father R’ Shmuel z”l) would say:

    “wlubj ,t sk,uw - When Kayin committed the terrible act of killing his own brother, he realized his debased status. After

much contemplation, he concluded that without proper education from early youth, a person can easily go astray and

commit the most gross and inhumane crimes. To rectify this, he made it his mission to propagate the importance of

education. When his son was born, he named him Chanoch, which stems from the word ‘chinuch’ - ‘education’ - and also

called an entire city by this name. Kayin was stressing that parents are obligated to educate their children as soon as they

are born. Moreover, one should not suffice with this, but also see that his entire city receives a proper education.”

A Wise Man would say: 

     “Success is stumbling from failure to failure with no loss of enthusiasm.”                                         

(4) k"jnrv ,rdt (3) u:unr s"uh z"y (2) :ch vdhdj (1)
.nut ;xuh rpx (7) /yn ihkuj (6) /db ,ufrc (5) z:d ,uct

wc erp okug ihbc (9) oa (8) jxr wng
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“The Eraser” - Menachos Daf 56b

     Rav Yochanan says that everyone agrees, even if a Korban Mincha
has already been made chametz, one who continues the chametz
process has transgressed the Lav of ".nj vpt, tk". Based on this, the
Minchas Chinuch (436:7) wonders: if one erased the first letter of
Hashem’s Name thereby transgressing the issur of “Mechikas Hashem,”
what if another continues the process and erases the second letter of
Hashem’s Name? Since the Gemara considers the second person to
have sinned, even though the Korban Mincha is technically already
chametz, has the second eraser also sinned even though Hashem’s
Name has already been erased? The Minchas Chinuch concludes that
as our Gemara learns this concept from a posuk (cu,fv ,rhzd), it is

exclusive to Korban Mincha and cannot be applied in other instances.
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      A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (96)

Bitul Torah: Interrupting Learning for Idle Talk. We
previously mentioned the prohibition of "u,ban ehxpn" -
interrupting Torah learning, for idle talk. The source for this
issur is in the Gemara (1) and is brought in halacha (2) as well.
The Beis Yosef in Maggid Maysharim (a sefer in which he
records all the conversations he had with an angel who was sent
from Heaven to teach him) in Parshas Ki Savo, asked the angel
for advice on how to remember his learning. Among other
things, the malach told him that if he does not interrupt his
learning, it is a segula not to forget that learning. In the letters of
the Ramchal (3), he writes that uninterrupted learning, can
actually save Klal Yisroel from harsh decrees. 
Detailed Halachos. 

Even if there is a non-obligatory mitzvah which can be done
by interrupting one’s learning, one should still not interrupt.
Therefore, the Mishna in Avos (4) states that one who is
walking on the road and repeating his learning (as it says,

 l,hcc l,cac"lrsc l,fkcu"lnuecu lcfacu  - “when you sit in

your house and when you walk on the way and when you lie

down and when you rise.”) should not stop his learning to
observe and comment on how nice is that tree or that plowed
field, even though he is praising Hashem. 
Even though it is customary to say “Tzugezunt” (this is the
Yiddishe translation of "t,uxt" which is a Talmudic word in
Aramaic (5) which means “to good health”), one should still
not be mafsik (interrupt) his learning in order to say it, even
though there is a mitzvah to bless another Jew (6).
If a justified interruption arises, such as a chessed which is
required imminently from a person who is learning, he should

   

1)

2)

3)

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn         
      xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

try to finish the subject he is learning, if possible, before
interrupting (7), i.e. finishing a Mishna or a Tosfos, etc.
If one has a set time for learning (a set learning seder), he
may stop his learning when he concludes this regular seder,
even if he is in the middle of a subject (8).
If one is in need of a chessed, such as directions to a
destination, and he must enter a Beis Medrash in order to ask
someone, he should try to find a person who is not currently
learning, rather than interrupt someone who is in the middle
of learning (9). He should also speak in low tones so as not to
disturb those around him who are still learning.
If he has to interrupt someone, he should rather interrupt a
person learning alone instead of two people learning together.
One should organize his learning in such a way that it will
minimize any interruptions. This refers to the place, timing and
length, turning off his phone or other portable devices, etc.

4)

5)

6)

7)
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    What is the job and purpose of a woman? A woman’s job is to emulate Hashem, just as it is a man’s job - the middah of
"uhfrsc ,fkvu". The difference between the two is how a woman carries out her job. That is what really defines her tafkid and
her mahus - her very essence. Only when both man and woman work together as one entity with different jobs, can they
achieve true perfection in a marriage. The Gemara tells us in the name of Rav Elazar: rntba ost ubht vat uk ihta ost kf"
"wost ona ,t trehu /// otrc vcebu rfzw - “Any man who is not married to a woman is not (called) an ADAM.” The posuk
does not say “He called his name ADAM,” but rather, “He called THEIR name ADAM.” Why? Because an “ADAM” - a
mentch, is the title given to a MAN and a WOMAN working together as a team, to build a fine Jewish home.
     Hashem deliberately made the human body in a way that helps us understand how to use it properly. He gave us two eyes
and two ears - but only one mouth, so that we should listen and look TWICE as much as we speak! He put our heads higher
than our hearts so that our intellect should rule our emotions and feelings. So too, Hashem made Chava from the rib of Adam,
specifically an internal part of him, to teach us that the woman’s influence would be an internal one, one that touches that inner
core of the people she helps - mainly her husband and her children. This is why most of what women do is hidden. The great
influence that a wife has on her husband and the enormous impact that a mother has on her children is not something that is
written up in the newspapers (or even in Mishpacha Magazine). The constant support and encouragement a woman gives her
husband, the selfless devotion and love that a mother imparts to her children, is of inestimable worth, and a true emulation of
Hashem. It is an internal impact and not a subject that is necessarily revealed to the outside or one that she gets “kudos” for.
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    Hashem commanded Adam Harishon to observe only one mitzvah - not to eat from the eitz hadaas. However, along came
the Satan in the form of a snake, and convinced his wife to eat from it, and not only did she eat, but she gave him to eat as
well. The punishment was severe and they were both forced to leave the paradise of Gan Eden. But the harshest decree was
that death would be the inevitable lot of every human being. The posuk tells us that it was immediately after the decree of
death that Adam gave his wife the name “Chava” with the explanation that she is the mother of all the living. Why is the
naming of Adam’s wife mentioned here, immediately after she caused the punishment of death, and not when she was
created? Secondly, why would Adam choose this moment to give her a name associated with ‘living’ when she caused death? 
     My machshava here is a key component necessary for shalom bayis. It is the ability of a spouse to overlook the other’s
mistakes and highlight his/her positive attributes. Chava had just caused the greatest calamity the world would ever know.
Adam Harishon had every right to be angry with her for bringing such a great churban to the world. Yet, nothing of the sort
transpired; not one harsh word was uttered by him. If anything, he consoled her, knowing how bad she must have felt by
saying, “True, you made a mistake but look at the positive side - your name will be ‘Chava’ because you will become the
mother of all mankind and you will bring life to this world.” That is exactly the reason for naming her Chava, and exactly the
reason it was mentioned specifically at this juncture. To teach us how one spouse is to react to mistakes made by the other. 
      This is a segula, a recipe, for shalom bayis - for all of us to learn how to forgive and forget. Always remember that your wife
is the one that provided you with so much simcha and beracha, and that she is your Chava - mother of your future generations.

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 //// ost ona ,t trehu o,t lrchu otrc vcebu rfz(c-v)

 wudu laujv ihcu rutv ihc ohekt kschu cuy hf rutv ,t ohekt trhu(s-t)
    “Rabbi Elazar said: The light that the Holy One, blessed be He, made on the first day of Creation was not that of the
sun but a different kind of light, through which Adam could observe from one end of the world to the other. But when
Hashem looked upon the generations of the Flood and the Dispersion and saw that their ways were corrupt and that they
might misuse this light for evil, He arose and concealed it from them, as it is stated: “And from the wicked their light is
withheld.” And for whom did He conceal it? For the righteous people in the future, as it is stated: “And Hashem saw the
light, that it was good” - and “good” is referring to none other than the righteous people.” (Chagiga 12a)
     The uniqueness and greatness of the holy Baba Sali, R’ Yisroel Abuchatzeira zt”l, was not limited to those times that
he revealed his strength by performing open miracles, for his entire demeanor was beyond the comprehension of ordinary
men. All were amazed by the simplicity with which he spoke about the secrets of creation and the hidden ways in which
Hashem guides His world. Even as we know that the pathways in heaven are as familiar to Tzaddikim as the entryways to
their own homes, the matter-of-fact manner in which the Baba Sali spoke about heavenly concepts was astounding. 
     Stories heard from reliable witnesses abound. One of the most remarkable stories about the holy light and vision of the
Baba Sali took place over forty-six years ago. A terrible incident occurred in 1972 when a daughter of one of the most
prominent Jewish families in Mexico was kidnapped by a group of Mexican gangsters who had been tracking the girl in
the hopes of holding her for a large ransom. Unfortunately, this was not wholly uncommon. Throughout the latter half of
the 20th century, the Mexican Jewish community lived in relative stability. The economic boom that followed World War
II lasted for nearly thirty years and continued to allow Mexican Jews to greatly prosper. However, the country began to
experience economic difficulties, which affected them in numerous ways. Abductions, theft and gang-related crime
became all too commonplace and no one was safe, least of all the wealthy Jews of Mexico and its environs.
      The kidnappers demanded $60 million for the safe return of the young girl. If their demands were not met, they
threatened, the girl would be executed. There were to be no further negotiations. The family was in a state of panic. They
could not possibly come up with that much money and the Mexican police could not be relied upon to find the girl alone.
      An uncle of the kidnapped girl was dispatched to Netivot, in Southern Israel, to seek the blessing and advice of the
holy Baba Sali. The man rushed to the Tzaddik’s home and explained what had occurred to his niece in Mexico. He informed
the Baba Sali that the kidnappers had said they would not negotiate. They wanted their money or the consequences were dire. 
     The Chacham sat in his chair motionless. He seemed to have immersed himself inward although his face was almost
entirely covered by the veil he wore over his face. Suddenly, he called for a pen and paper. His attendant ran to bring the
items and the Baba Sali began to talk as he traced the shape of a building on the paper. This is what he said:
     “In order to rescue the girl, this is what you must do. Go to so and so (he named a specific place) and there you will find
two of the kidnappers. One is short and stout like a barrel and the other is tall and thin like a tree. Bring with you twenty
policemen and overwhelm the two kidnappers who are acting as lookouts. Then, take these two men and have them lead
you to the spot where the girl is being kept. Be careful. There are another six kidnappers who are hiding out there. Let the
first two open the doors and then the police can storm in and rescue the girl. Do this and you will be successful.”
     The uncle rushed out and relayed the information, just as the Baba Sali had drawn it up on paper. Boruch Hashem, the raid
was successful and the girl was rescued, the entire plan carried out exactly how the Baba Sali had outlined it from his home in
Netivot, over 6,000 miles away! The Chacham had never stepped foot in Mexico. He had never seen the buildings he
diagrammed or how the kidnappers looked. And yet, he could see them, he could see it all! Undoubtedly, it was the special
light - the “Ohr Haganuz” - which allowed him to see from one end of the world to the other ... (wv ogubc ,uzjk rpx)                 

         vuj u,at oa ostv trehu
 /// hj kf ot v,hv tuv hf        (f-d)

 /// stn cuy vbvu vag rat kf ,t ohekt trhu(tk-t)
llllyyyynnnn: A man once came to the Baal Shem Tov zt”l and said
that he feels conflicted. Sometimes he feels joy and
happiness for the good Hashem has given him and other
times, he is sad and depressed for that which he is lacking. 
     The Baal Shem Tov listened to the man and explained that
this is a natural reaction of a human being. However, one
must learn to overcome his complaints and depression. 
     To illustrate the point, he called in the local water-carrier
and asked him how things were going. “I’m getting older and
I feel so weak,” the man replied with a sigh. “My children
constantly study and don’t help me out. I have to support my
in-laws, and find the financial obligations a real burden. My
wife is so sickly, and I feel like I’m falling apart.” 
     The next day, the Baal Shem Tov called the man again
and asked him again how things were going. With a big
smile, he replied, “I am so grateful to Hashem for all of His
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kindness. Even though I am old, I am not only able to support
myself, but I am even able to support the Torah study of my
children and in-laws who study with such diligence. My wife
is wonderful to me; she makes me so happy.” 
     The Baal Shem Tov turned to the man with questions and
said, “We constantly choose how to view our life situation;
even though nothing external has changed, we can still view
our life in very positive ways.” 
llllyyyynnnnpppp: In a person’s life, there are bound to be setbacks; not
everything runs smoothly or according to plan. A human
being can become dejected, even depressed. But Hashem
looks at things from a higher perspective. Said R’ Avraham
Pam zt”l, there were “issues” during Creation - the “light”
needed to be hidden, the bark of the trees was not like its fruit,
the moon argued with Hashem - yet, Hashem only focused on
the positive - "stn cuy vbvu" - “It was very good” - it wasn’t
just good, it was “very good!” It was so good that Hashem
chose to focus only on the wonderful aspects of ,hatrc vagn.
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 /// .rtv ger ovhyubu ohnav truc wv k-tv rnt vf(v-cn vhgah)
   The opening words of Parshas Bereishis describe how
Hashem created the heaven and earth. The Haftorah also
begins with the prophet Yeshayahu stating: “So says
Hashem, the Creator of heaven and earth.” However, while
the weekly Torah portion focuses on the creation of the
universe, the weekly Haftorah portion focuses on the
creation of the world to come, a world which promises to be
a new society full of love, peace and ultimate G-dliness. 
     Yeshayahu continues, “I established you as a covenant of
people to enlighten the nations.” Radak explains that the
Jewish people’s merit gives reason for the existence of the

entire world. All nations owe their existence to the Jewish
people who further the world’s purpose. Indeed, the world
was created for the sake of those who acknowledge their
Creator and continues to exist solely for that purpose. 
    The Navi Yeshayahu, however, adds a significant
dimension to this idea and reminds us that we, Klal Yisroel,
were chosen to enlighten the nations. The Radak explains that
Hashem demands from His people to serve as a shining
example for the rest of the world. We, the Chosen Nation,
must conduct ourselves with such perfection that the entire
world will appreciate the truth of creation. We must
effectively impress them with this truth that everything
belongs to Hashem, the Creator and Master of the Universe. 


