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Swn3: Before Rivkah was told that she was having twins,
she was very worried. The child growing inside her was
displaying very unusual tendencies. Sometimes, he pushed
to go to the Bais Medrash, while at other times, it seemed he

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ”TORAIT” DAY
Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (8)

Giving Preference to Right over Left (cont.). Last week we
mentioned that when one washes his hands upon awakening, he
gives preference to his right hand over his left. This is done by
picking up the washing cup in his right hand, passing it to his left
hand, and then pouring water on his right hand first. The same
procedure is done when washing for bread.

Kabbalistic Significance. The Mekubalim teach us that these
acts of honor to the right over the left, bring great benefit to the
world. Hashem also has a ‘“Right Hand” and a “Left Hand.” His
Right Hand symbolizes kindness and mercy, while His Left
Hand symbolizes strict judgment. This is found in Rashi 1) on
the posuk "No1 ™0 N 7" and the Shaar HaTziyon ().

A Related Activity. In the morning, we wash our hands twice.
Once, upon arising, as mentioned before, on which we don’t
recite a beracha. The second, is after seeing to our bodily needs
and dressing for davening, we wash one time, preferably from a
cup. There, we also give preference to the right hand over the
left. However, this time, we make a beracha on the washing and
we hold our hands up parallel to our head (3), when we make the
beracha. One should raise his right hand a bit higher than his
left, to again activate Divine mercy over judgment @.

Other Activities Giving Honor to the Right. When one puts
on a garment, he should put his right sleeve on before his left
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Dubno Maggid, R’ Yaakov Krantz ZT”’L (Ohel Yaakov) would say:
WY O DM APy 9 PN’ - There are those Jews who excel in the category of ‘voice of Yaakov.” They daven

wished to serve idols. She needed to know which side would
take precedence. When it was revealed that there were two
independent “Goyim” (nations), she was relieved since this
was better than one schizophrenic child! (Maharyat’’z)
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sleeve (5. Similarly, his right sock, shoe and boot should be put
on before his left. This goes for putting on one’s pants as well.
However, when removing clothes or shoes, one should take off
his left side first, because doing so is also a form of giving honor
to the right side by leaving it on longer ). Also, when one
washes his body, he should wash his right side before his left, i.e.
right arm before left, right leg before left, right side before left.
Exceptions. When tying, we give preference to the left over the
right. This is because Tefillin is tied on the left hand. Therefore,
when putting on one’s shoes, he should put on his right shoe first,
then his left shoe, then tie his left first and then tie his right last.
Even a lady who does not wear Tefillin, should follow this way
and tie her left shoe before her right 7). When taking off one’s
shoes, the order is reversed. First, he unties the right, then the left,
then removes the left shoe and finally removes the right shoe.
Other Garments. Some garments, especially those worn in
earlier generations, have many strings and bows that were
tightened and tied around the arms and legs. Even though the
Mishna Berurah ) writes that one can tie them any way he
wants, most Acharonim rule that by all garments, one should tie
the left before the right . This could be true for buttons and
sleeves as well. However, we don’t find that tying items not
related to garments is included. Thus, if one is tying two boxes or
ropes, etc. there is no obligation to tie the left before the right.
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and learn Torah exceedingly well. But when it comes to matters of the ‘hands’ - giving tzedakah, helping others in
the community - they have, sadly, ‘the hands of Esav.’ They’ll kill or be killed rather than part with even one penny!”

Rabbi Joseph Ber Soloveitchik ZT”L would say:

“Avraham’s wells symbolize his teaching. The Pelishtim tolerated Avraham, figuring that with his death all his ideas

would be forgotten. When he died, they ‘stopped up his wells,” halting the spread of his beliefs. But Yitzchok reopened
those wells, and continued his father’s teachings. Thus, the Pelishtim battled him at every turn. This is similar to modern
Israeli history. When the State of Israel was founded, secularists like Ben Gurion were accommodating towards the religious
community, for they were convinced that Zionism would sweep the country, eradicating what remained of Torah Judaism.
However, like the Pelishtim, they failed to ‘stop up the wells’ of Torah and the vibrancy of the growing religious community.
Some of these secularists’ own children have even become religious. Is it any wonder that they react in violent antagonism?”

A Wise Man would say:
“Do not follow where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.”
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In the early 1970’s, the organization known as Hineni was founded by the renowned Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis, who saw
the need for an outreach program to assist those in need of escaping the emotional vacuums of their lives. Her popular weekly
classes, which focus on Torah teachings and the important things in life, attract thousands each week - till this very day.

A woman once came to her bemoaning her plight. Her son had gotten involved with the wrong people and left home.
He was living in Las Vegas and had nothing to do with his heritage. “Rebbetzin,” she said excitedly, “my son is in town
now but I’'m very nervous. I’'m so afraid that he’ll slip back and disappear again. When can we come to see you?”

“My Torah class tonight at Hineni, and he’ll have a chance to meet my father too. Sounds like he needs a blessing.”

That evening, mother and son were sitting in the front row. It wasn’t hard to pick him out, even had he not been sitting
next to his mother, with his tall, dark, and sleek “cool” look. Despite the fact that it was night, he wore designer sunglasses.

Right after the lecture ended, his mother prodded him to the front. She was obviously very nervous. There was a lot at
stake. Finally, slowly, almost painstakingly, he followed his mother to the front and she introduced him to the Rebbetzin.

After a formal greeting, Rebbetzin Jungreis said, “I’m pleased to meet you. What is your name?”

“Mario,” he answered. But the Rebbetzin shook her head all the while smiling warmly. “Mario can’t be your name.
That’s just a pretense. Tell me your real name, the name your mother and father call you by. Tell me your Jewish name.”

There was a long pause. “Anshie,” he finally muttered.

“Anshie,” she repeated. “That can’t be it. Anshie always goes with something else. Give me your full name.”

“Osher Anshil,” he said reluctantly. For a moment, Rebbetzin Jungreis was speechless, to be sure a rare occurrence
indeed. She stood there nonplused. Osher Anshil was the name of her great-great grandfather, R’ Osher Anshil Jungreis
ZT”L, who was known throughout Hungary as the Miracle Rabbi. Her own son, and nephew, were named after him. In
most cases, those people who carry that name are usually somehow connected to him.

“How ... how did you get that name?” the Rebbetzin asked eagerly. The man just shrugged and looked at his mother.
“Tell me,” she turned to her, “how did you come to give that name to your son?”’

“It’s a long story,” she said, her eyes full of tears. “When Mario ... er... Anshil was born, he was a twin. His sibling
died, and he was very ill. I went to my rabbi and asked him for a blessing, and he suggested that I give him the name Osher
Anshil, after the Hungarian Miracle Rabbi, so that he might pray in Heaven on his behalf.”

Rebbetzin Jungreis felt overwhelmed. The whole story was awesome, a jigsaw puzzle spanning oceans and continents.
Here standing before her was Osher Anshil himself - named for her ancestor - looking for her help.

“Why are you wearing sunglasses at night, indoors?” she finally asked. He just stood there, unresponsive, and shrugged
his shoulders. “Take off your sunglasses,” she commanded, deciding to take a tougher tone, “I want to see your eyes, the
windows of your soul.” He shrugged and slowly took off his sunglasses. He gave a half smile, more like a sneer.

“Listen to me,” Rebbetzin Jungreis said in a soft, penetrating tone. “I am the great-great granddaughter of that Miracle
Rabbi after whom you are named. It is no coincidence that you are here. There are no accidents in G-d’s world. The blessing
that you received when your mother gave you that name has served you well. You may have been away for quite some
time, but now you have come home, and we are here to help you.” With that, she took him over to her father, R> Avraham
Halevi Jungreis ZT"’L, who was in his usual seat near the Aron Kodesh. His long white beard, gentle serene countenance,
and warm, penetrating eyes made Anshie feel as if he were in the presence of sanctity. R’ Avraham enveloped him in his
arms, kissed him, and prayed that G-d grant him the privilege of starting a new Torah life. And today, Osher Anshil is

doing just that.
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SWD: There was once a man who displayed enigmatic
tendencies. He loved to learn Torah; Chumash, Gemara,
Meforshim (commentators) and did so with great gusto and
enthusiasm. And yet, he was a card-carrying Reform Jew
who expressed heretical opinions regarding the necessity of
observing mitzvos in the modern world.

The Rabbanim had a difficult time dealing with this
scholar. It wasn’t until an itinerant Maggid came to town
and observed the heretic up close. Then, he commented,
“Two non-Jews are better than one Jew of his sort.”

When asked to explain, he said, “Regarding Rivka Imeinu,
it is written, ‘And the sons struggled within her.” Our Sages
explain that when Rivka passed a house of idol worship, Esav
struggled to get out, and when she passed a yeshivah, Yaakov
struggled to get out. This worried Rivka greatly: what if she
was expecting a maskil who would vacillate between a
Torah-true lifestyle and a Reform one? She therefore went
to ask a tzaddik’s advice. When she was told, "73022 ©n) D¢
- “‘Two nations are within you,’ she felt relieved.

“‘Better two goyim,” she said, ‘than one Jew like that!’”’

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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In this week’s parsha we read the enigmatic episode of
Yaakov dressing up as his brother Esav, in order to receive
his father’s blessing. It is, however, difficult to understand
why Yitzchok did not recognize which son was worthy of
his blessings. Although, Esav was "2 1N" - deceiving his
father by asking him questions on religion and pretending
to be righteous, nevertheless, why did Rivkah not try to
explain to her husband that Yaakov was more righteous?

R’ Tzadok S. Suchard Shlit’a (Darchei Maysharim)
writes that Rivkah had a difficult problem to solve: she
wanted to prevent her evil son from influencing or harming
her righteous son. Her mother-in-law had experienced a
similar problem with two boys in her home, Yitzchok and
Yishmael, so why didn’t Rivkah solve the problem in the way
that Sarah did - by appealing to her husband to send the evil
son away from home? Because, as the posuk states, “Rivkah
was the mother of Yaakov and Esav.” Whereas only Yitzchok
was Sarah’s son, Rivkah was the mother of both Yaakov and
Esav. She was concerned with keeping Esav under her
guidance and influence. For this reason, Rivkah as a mother,
did not expose Esav for who he really was to Yitzchok earlier,
as she cared for him and wished to see him repent. Now,
however, that he was older, she couldn’t very well discuss it
with Yitzchok, since he would wonder why he wasn’t
informed earlier and why Esav did not deserve his blessing.

R’ Sholom Schwadron ZT”’L tells the story of a mother
who was told that her son had hurt himself. The mother ran
to the scene shouting, “My Chaim! My Chaim!” Her friend,
rushed along with her to console her, saying he couldn’t be
badly hurt. When they reached the child, the crying mother
turned to her friend and said, “It’s not my Chaim - it’s your
Yankel,” at which point, the other woman began to scream,
since it was her own child. Both Yaakov and Esav were
Rivkah’s children, and as mother she was concerned for both.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGITS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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The Medrash Tanchuma states that when Yitzchok
realized that he had blessed Yaakov instead of Esav, he
began to tremble for he feared that perhaps he had sinned by
altering the correct order of lineage (or>n 970). When Esav
told him that indeed he had sold away his birthright years
earlier, Yitzchok felt vindicated. Nevertheless, upon hearing
his son Esav cry in pain and anguish, he allowed him to be
blessed as well: " 7120 - “He, too, shall be blessed.”

The following question has been asked: In halacha, there
is a rule that impermissible food (treif) which falls into
permissible food does not cause the resultant mixture to
become forbidden if there is sixty times as much permitted
food as forbidden food (wwa %v3). Likewise, this rule has
applications in many other areas of halacha as well. Now,
throughout the many years of exile and pain, the Jewish
people have cried myriad tears of pain every day to Hashem.
If so, why haven’t these “Jewish tears” been enough to
make Esav’s tears negligible, and thereby negate the
blessing that Yitzchok gave to him? Undoubtedly, our tears
are much more than sixty times the amount of his tears!

The Rebbe, R’ Shmelke of Nikolsburg ZT’L answered
that there is another halacha which is relevant in this context.
If the two components of the mixture are of the same type
(wma pn), then that which is forbidden is not negated no
matter how much permitted (food) is in the mixture. Similarly,
and unfortunately, the tears of the Jews and Esav’s tears are
of the same kind. Esav cried in pain over his potential loss of
materialistic goods; we, too, cry for our lack of security,
sustenance and material gains. Were we to cry for Heaven's
sake, asking for just what we need in order to better serve
Hashem with them, and worrying over His distress that His
people are suffering, than Esav’s tears will indeed become
negligible among ours. Our tears would be of a different
kind than his, and we would greatly outnumber him.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT sHLOMO
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When we read about Esav and how he behaved on the day of Avraham Avinu’s death, we are truly disgusted by his

gluttonous behavior, and his total all-consuming emphasis on eating a good meal, while completely scorning the spiritual and
important things in life. And yet how many of us can say that we don’t often act the same way? How many of us look forward
to Shabbos only because we can eat lots of delicious food and get a nice long “shluff”? How many of us make spirituality our
first priority and all the other stuff - like how we dress, what we eat, how much money we spend - secondary?

If we are to profane our sanctity, make our kodesh into CHOL, our Kodshim into CHULIN, then we are not much different
than Esav. (Editor’s note: The word "»n" also means sand, and perhaps one lesson from the destruction of Hurricane SANDY
is that we need to “blow” some sense into our heads in order to remind us of what is truly important in life! We, as Yidden who
are held to a higher standard, must raise ourselves above the physical, above the secular mindset of the world! We are not here
to eat, drink and enjoy the material pleasures of life like Esav, but rather to truly enjoy life by infusing the CHOL with kodesh.)

Let us not mimic the actions of our uncle Esav or even make the same mistake as Noach, who was given an incredible
opportunity to rebuild the world after the mabul. Instead of focusing on the spiritual nature of growth, however, Noach acted
purely in a physical manner. He planted a vineyard, drank the wine, and disgraced himself by getting drunk. We, too, must
repair the damage and rebuild what was destroyed by focusing on our spirituality and truly infusing holiness into the CHOL.




