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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING IN YESHIVAH (22) - RECORDINGS I

Tapes in a Bathroom
A person may not bring a sefer or other Divrei Torah

into a bathroom. However, a tape or CD that contains
words of Torah, shiurim, berachos, etc, is permitted to be
brought inside. The reason is because the actual words of
Torah are in no way visible (1) when recorded on tape and
thus there is no problem. Nevertheless, some individuals
still feel strongly about this and make sure to keep the
recording in their pocket and out of sight. Similar to the
halachah by a sefer, where a double covering is required
before it can be brought into a restroom (), the outer
casing of the tape as well as the pocket it is inside serve as
a double covering to preserve the words of Torah.
Traveling with Tapes

It is praiseworthy for a person to listen to tapes of Torah
and shiurim, while traveling in a car, train or plane. It is a
fulfillment of the mitzvah of 9m32 Tnava oa Mat
1712 N0 - "You shall speak of it (Torah) when you
are sitting in your home and when you are going on your
way." 3 This, of course, should only be done if it will not
affect a driver's concentration on the road. If there is any
chance that due to the depth of the topic or the nature of
the driver to lose his focus, his safety and that of his
passengers may be compromised, he should definitely not

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

listen to these tapes while driving. Note: According to
some experts, driving a vehicle while listening to a tape
with headphones is dangerous and should not be done.
Recording vs. Live Speaker

If a person has two choices before him: 1) To attend
and hear a Torah shiur live and in person. 2) To obtain or
listen to a Torah shiur on tape; it is definitely preferable to
be there in person and hear/see the maggid shiur -
lecturer. Chazal explain the importance and advantages,
both in scholarly understanding and lasting spiritual
impression, that a person will gain by actually being at the
shiur. Rabbeinu Hakadosh, the author of the Mishna,
once said, "The reason why I am sharper in my learning
than my colleagues is because I studied in the Yeshivah
of Rebbi Metir, and I was able to see him from behind as
he delivered his lecture. Were I to have had a better seat
where I could have seen him from the front, face to face, I
would have been even sharper!" @)
Birchas Hatorah

If one has not yet recited Birchas Hatorah in the
morning, he may still listen to tapes of Torah. We hold
that only verbalizing words of Torah require a beracha,
whereas just thinking words does not require Birchas
Hatorah ). One should not answer "N to a beracha
that he hears on a recording ).
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R' Menachem Mendel Morgenstern ZT"'L (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:

"Parshs Kedoshim begins with the command, '©2pYNX /1 NN WYTP D YN DT - ‘Be holy for I,
Hashem, your G-d, is holy.' The end of the parsha concludes with the words, '0a o7 - Their blood
shall be upon them.' From this we learn that the Torah commands Bnei Yisroel: Be holy, even if it costs

you your blood, your soul and your very lives!"

R' Chaim Vital ZT'L would say:

"See how great the power of love among mankind is. The word nanx - love, has a gematria of 13.
When two people show each other true Nanx, the total is doubled to equal 26, which is equivalent to the
gematria of the Name of Hashem. Thus, it is clear that when people share true love for one another,

Hashem reigns His Divine Presence between them!"

A Wise Man would say:
"All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It

pays no attention to undue criticism!"
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he laughed. "I didn't want to offend the fellow by just walking out. That's why I asked about soup. This
way he'll understand that there was no problem with his restaurant. He won't be offended that an old man
didn't stay and eat because there was no soup!"

— “TORAH GEMs ™
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Strictness and stern rigidity was always revered
as the Lithuanian mentality of education and
discipline, where intellect was venerated and
emotions barely acknowledged. Parents perpetually
sought perfection from their children and love was
not shown in action or even praise due to a convi-
ction that praise might invest one with undue pride.

There is a rationale for this approach, claimed
R' Joseph B. Soloveitchik ZT'"L, while delive-
ring a memorial tribute to his father, R' Moshe
Soloveitchik ZT"L. "My beloved father used to
say that our innermost thoughts are like the wmp
owTPn - holy of holies, of the Bais Hamikdosh,
and the holier and more intimate the emotion, the
less it can be verbalized or revealed. For an
emotion that is truly deep and sanctified cannot be
shared with another human being; it is preserved
for the 'mawnn ym» - 'Knower of thoughts,’ -
Hakodosh Boruch Hu."

We find an analogy to this in our parsha: The
Torah dictates that a curtain shall separate between
the sanctuary and the holy of holies. On Yom
Kippur, "No man shall be permitted in the Taber-
nacle from the time he (the Kohen Gadol) comes to
atone in the sanctuary, until he departs.” Only one
man was permitted to closet himself with his
Maker and confess in the holy of holies, to the
exclusion of all others. Similarly our emotional
holy of holies, that innermost chamber which
contains our most profound sentiments - our love,
our pain, our deepest-seated emotions - requires a
curtain to separate it from the outside world;
otherwise its secrets might be revealed and its
purity intruded upon, defiling its sanctity.
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The gemara poses an apparent contradiction:
"Any Talmid Chacham that does not resent or take
revenge like a snake, is not a Talmid Chacham.
But the Torah states, 'Do not bear a grudge or take
revenge'? That is by monetary issues." (.33 NIY)

The concept of likening a Torah scholar to a
snake can be understood with the following story:
When the Sanzer Rebbe, R' Chaim Halberstam
ZT'"L, was a young man, one of the wealthy and
influential patrons of the city engendered a certain
dislike for him and would habitually debase and
dishonor the young scholar. Later, when R' Chaim
became world-renowned as the saintly tzaddik of
Sanz, this man changed his tune and hoped that his
previous indiscretions might be forgotten. Unfor-
tunately, his personal wheel of fortune altered
dramatically, and in a short time, he lost his vast
wealth, critically injured himself when he fell off a
tall building, and eventually died destitute. In fact,
his widow was forced to come to the Sanzer Rebbe
to collect alms just to feed her family.

R' Chaim once commented on this unique
manifestation of Divine judgement. When a person
comes face to face with a snake, the snake does not
move and even allows a person to lower his guard
and think that it means him no harm, that it may
even be friendly. At that point, the beast pounces
on his prey and is unmerciful in its attack.

"So too, with a Talmid Chacham," noted the
tzaddik. "Although he may be scorned and publicly
ridiculed, he sits still and absorbs the abuse, all the
while the offender thinks that nothing will happen
to him. But Hashem will yet take the scholar's
revenge for him and He lets it be known: If you
start up with My scholars prepare to deal with Me!"
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R' Simcha Wasserman ZT"L was a leader of 20th century Jewry, educating thousands in France,
the U.S. and Israel. Son of the great Baranovich Rosh Yeshiva, R' Elchonon Wasserman ZT"L HY"D,
his sagely wisdom was legendary, and he was known for his impeccable character and middos,
particularly his sensitivity toward others.

R' Simcha once visited a former student who was learning in the Mir Yeshivah in Brooklyn. He
dropped in early one afternoon when the students were on their break - 0791 2 - between learning
sessions. After a warm welcome from the grateful young man, R' Simcha suggested that they have lunch
while they talk. "I wouldn't want you to be hungry when you return to your learning," he explained. "I
wouldn't want you to miss your lunch just because of me."

The student agreed, and while they strolled in the neighborhood near the yeshivah, they became so
engrossed in their discussion that the young man automatically made his way to a local pizza shop,
without thinking that the noisy and smoky place would not be an appropriate venue to enter with this
venerable rabbi.

Into the amplified music and the tightly-crowded rows of customers standing around with their orders,
walked the stately R'" Wasserman and his suddenly embarrassed companion. Realizing that this was
probably not the most appropriate place to bring his Rebbe, the young man tugged at R' Simcha's sleeve
and stammered, "I ... I ... I think I made a mistake. We're in the wrong place!"

R' Simcha motioned for him to relax. All at once, the voices in the room settled and eyes turned toward
the elderly rabbinic figure parting the crowd like Moshe Rabbeinu walking through the walls of water at
the Red Sea. He walked straight up to the crowded counter which immediately cleared a place for him
and asked the Israeli proprietor, "Excuse me, do you serve soup?"

The bewildered man shook his head and apologized that they had no soup in his pizza shop. Who
orders soup in a pizza shop? R' Simcha looked genuinely sorry, and he too apologized, stating that he
would have liked to stay there for lunch but that his doctor had advised him, "to stick to things like hot
soup when you have lunch."

The Israeli nodded sympathetically and commiserated with the rabbi. Smiling, they bid each other
"Shalom" as R' Simcha left with his mystified student.

The young yeshivah bochur began to apologize that he hadn't stopped to think that a "hangout" might
not be the place to bring his rabbi.

But R' Simcha waved this off. He consoled him and told him no harm was done. "It was no problem!"
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