
,ej ,tz vnjknk ohtcv tcmv habt kt ivfv rzgkt rnthu
 /// van ,t wv vum rat vru,v(tf-tk)xgfv ,rnuj - 

   t,ufkv ubnn unkg,ba ',ugy kkfk tc xgf kkfk van tca hpk :h"ar
kg ;umehu (zy 'h trehu) rntba 'ohtuknk hbhnac tmun v,t ifu /ohrfb hkughd
ugnac (th - h 'f rcsnc) ifu ',ugy kkfk tc 'xgf kkfk tc 'rn,ht kgu rzgkt

 /vgy xgfv h"g 'gkxv ,t lhu ohrunv tb
,rnujc rcsnv (/cbe 'd ekj) ausev rvuzv hrcs ,t ,ucr ohngp ubrfzv rcf    
ausev rvuzv 'tnkgc ruphx oak ot hf uc,fb tka ohruphx vru,c aha rnutv
vru,va rnut ukhtfu 'vru,c hpus i,ub tuv vzc hf 'uz vbcv omg kg k"r okken
juur vaug thv ,utruvv ihcaf ohgre ohgre vnmg ,t v,agu 'v,hkf,c v#k$g#n
,uruvk ohtc ruphx kfa ihcvk ubhkg tkt 'if rnukn u"ju 'ohruphx ubk rpxk hsf

/ovc ecs,vk hktrahv ahtv kga ,ufkvu ,ufhkv ubk
kafb ovca ohren vauka vthcn vru,v 'h"ar hrcsc itf ohtur ubt rcsv vz    
rcf wohthcbv iustw ka uh,ukafn ,t ubk vkdn vru,va rcsv omgu 'xgfc van
runtv ,t ubk thcnu ubhbhg ,t h"ar rhtnu 'tuv lfc vn ka rcs tka ubk vkdn
'wxgfwv iuug ka vh,utmu, ,t ubhsnkk ohtc vaukav kfa (zbe rcsnc) whrpxwc
,jfa hshk tc vrucdv hpn vru,v kcek vfza 'ubhcr vanf cdab ehsm ukhpta
vnrda thvu 'vagnc od ogp vda v,chxcu 'xgfv in vtmu,f ,ugy hshku vru,v
otu /ohna oak er uxgfc ihuuf,va epx ihta ;t kg '.rtk xbfhvk tka uk
ktrahn ost kf kg kyuna vnfu vnf ,jt kg 'lf grht tbnhvn thgr vanc
k"zja hpfu 'vru,v ,jfa hshk u"j tuch lf lu,n hf 'xgfv in sutn rhvz ,uhvk

kjh tk uapb kg rxt rxtk vgca gcav ut wvk rsb rsh hf aht
 /// vagh uhpn tmuhv kff rcs (d-k)vcua, ka jfv ihbgc -

    `ruypk iput uk vb,b vausev vru,v n"nu 'urcs kkjk ruxt 'rsb vag sjt o
h"gu 'ursb kg yrj,na rnutu ofjk lkuva /ofj ,r,v h"g ubhhvu 'rsbvnunmg

 snk vznu /ursb ,t reug ofjvoooohhhhrrrraaaahhhh    ,,,,kkkkhhhhxxxxnnnnvvvvka jfv ihbgc tkpb rcs (s"p) 
yrj,nu cau u,gr kg ibuc,nu uc vsunu utyj ,t rhfn cav ,uhvca" :k"zu vcua,
.pj vhvu hrndk ojb,n tuva - ann rsbv ,yrjf trehgns vrund vyrj uhkg
rcfa kg ezj rgm uckc rgymnu tuvv rcsv vagb vhv tk okugna eeu,anu
uk cajh 'ubumrn rcsv ,rheg vbv 'ubnn jrucu tcvk u,ut czugu rcsv vagb
iugva 'rpf, l,tyju lbug rxu :cu,fv rnta vn tuvu /uk rpf,nu rsbv ,rhegf
'"grpnk vhva vn kg ojb,nu rgymn uhafga vnc regbu ,uthmnvn ann rx
vrhcgv vagnv reug 'u,cua,c vaug sjta vyrjv h"ga uhrcsn rtucn hrv /k"fg

!vcua, ka jfv uvz /kkf vrhcgv vag tk ukhtf huvu 'urehgn vaga
 kg gush :ihbg htvc trub vagn thcvk htsfu   ....hhhhuuuuuuuuttttcccchhhhhhhhkkkk    rrrrggggcccc    lllluuuurrrrcccc    hhhhccccrrrr    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvv    iiiirrrrnnnn

kkkk""""mmmmzzzz'vburjtv u,kjn uhct vkj ratfu 'u,ru, unf veung lf kf v,hv u,trha 

ost kf rnt ahek ahrw :(:ux ohjxp) rjt ouenc ,uarupn ubk ukhd ohausev
,ek,xn u,tucb tuv thcb ot 'ubnn ,ek,xn u,nfj tuv ofj ot 'xgufa
tcaf van ka u,ke, ubk vnrd vgr vnf ck ohaba od hutrv inu /wufu wubnn
',urusk ghpav wohrunv tb ugnaw rntaf kchea rnv abugv hf 'xgf kkfk

) e"vpxc rtucn ifawwwweeeevvvv    jjjj""""vvvvuuuuttttvfuz vhv ukhta (zk 't ohrcs `j 'f rcsnc 
if kg 'ohkud ubhhv tku 'crj asenv ,hc vhv tk ktrah .rtk xbfhvk van
ubhkg thcvu 'trubv icrujv ord xgfva lfn 'ubapb ubhkg jua,u rufzb rufz
vz ehsm ka uxgf otu /rnv ubh,ukdc ub,ut ohccuxv ,uaev ,urmv kf ,t
vnfu vnf ,jt kg 'ukt unf ,uae ,ubuxt ubhkg thcv ohna oak ukuf vhva
sckc oadu rnuj hbhbg kg cur hp kg ova ohyuap ost hbc ka oxgfa

 /k"r ,uae ,urhzd thcvk ohkufh
ihexup ukhpt 'xgufa kf ahyp rc hbn r"tw :(:ux ohjxp) trndc t,ht iftu    
t,hts tvk ruenf vz rntn anan hkutu /wu,ut ihshrun ohnav in vkusd uhkg

 ausev rpxcwwwwiiii""""rrrrvvvvuuuunnnn    hhhhyyyyuuuueeeehhhhkkkkwwww'vxbrpv ,t keken xgfva (yb 'tne trusvn) 
,tzca g$s)h 'xugfha ostk ,hxn rmhvafu /,urhagk ehzn xgfvw :ubuak lk tvu

 /wvgpavv ,tz kekek vmur rmhvu 'iunn lx vzht vkgnkn uk ughpah vgav
 vkhd rcfu  wwwweeeevvvv    hhhh""""rrrrttttvvvv    iiiirrrrnnnn,rnujc 'wasuev jur rgawc yrpcu ',unuen vcrvc 

kf vdav ukhpt dhavkn ostvn gbun iuugv vza 'thcn ohrcsv ihcu 'xgfv iuug
'sutn sg tuv kusd tuv iuugv vz odpa 'uhc,fc wev h"rtv thcn sug /thva
ohfhrm gushv tyjv kg hf 'gushv tyjv iueh,n ohba hp ygnf vae ubueh,u
vban iuugv vz hf ',uhbg, t"be oukm ohfhrm xgfv iuug kgu ',uhbg, s"p oumk
t"ryxn vnabc u,nab ,t ;hkjn tuv v,chxc hf 'sutnk ostv ka u,uvn ,t
/okugca ohtyjv kfn r,uh iuugv vz kg shpev wev h"rtva tuv gush iftu /k"r

/vkhku onuh uhct ,yn kmt ,uhvk ct suchf ,umn ,ru,n chhujn tuva ubhcr rcx
;uxck /u,uthrck vbfx ann v,hva sg ,ukhku ohnh uhct kmt cah ubhcr 'vhv lfu
/uhct rypb vkhk u,utcu 'sjt vkhk unuen ,t tknh vchahv hbcn sjta ohfxv
dtsu 'hutrf ct suchf ,umn vag tka ,njn ordb uhct ,un tna 'u,gs vakj
ubhnzvk ohhj .pjvn jhka tc inz u,utc /ohrugha shdvk kfh tka sg rgymvu

 kt tcaf /uhkt tuchaoooohhhhhhhhjjjj    ....ppppjjjjvvvv'vcua,v ,uvn uk rhcxvu 'vga hmj ush ,t zjt '
tkt 'vrhcgv kg vrpf er vcua,v ihta 'ohngp ,urag ahdsvu rzju ahdsvu
kg treu 'uhrcs ubhcr kchea sg ung rchsu 'asj ahtk ostv ,t ,fpvn vcua,a

[!hbt asj ost !hbt asj ost] "!rghhbt ihc lht !rghhbt ihc lht" unmg
 z"g ;hxuvu    kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    ccccttttuuuuuuuuaaaa    oooojjjjbbbbnnnn    hhhhffffssssrrrrnnnn    wwwwrrrrvexpvc ,jt ogpa 'rfuz tuva '

.pj rgs ytv 'vrag vbuna iyhn iht 'ybhhv" 'tkpk rnt vbav atr ,khp,c
[!"ohhj .pjv h,ut khmv 'vrag vbunav gmntc ouhv] !"yguugytrgd rhn ohhj
'uhct ,t drv tuva vktv ,ucajnv og grv rmhv uc adpa 'u,buuf h,bcv
hbpn 'ubhta rcs kg dts ,ntc /u,cajn vkyc,b ohhj .pjv hrcsc rfzbafu
,uthmnk ostv ,t ,fpvn od tkt 'tyjv kg ,rpfna hs tk vcua,va
'ann skuba iyef tuvu 'kun,t vhva ost u,ut vz ihtu 'asj ostk ',rjt

] /aht u,ut tuv ihtu 'sug jmur itf iht tkhnnuhhhhffffssssrrrrnnnn    rrrrnnnnttttnnnn[ck wng t"j 

""hrfb ,yhja - The  [t"hv s"p vyhja]o"cnr  paskens: One who eats from a hud ,yhja is t,hhrutsn ,uekn chhj. This is learned from the pasuk,
"ujczn ,kftu lk treu" [uy'sk ,una]. From the fact that the vru, is warning us to stay away from the ohud lest we eat from their vjhcz, we see that
it is ruxt to eat from their vyhja. The o"cnr [wch wkv] adds: we make a "kusd rsd" and even if we know that a certain o"ufg is not a z"g scug, still
his vyhja is considered vkcb. The vban ;xf and z"csr learn that the o"cnr holds if we know the o"ufg is not a z"g scug, the ruxht is only ibcrs.
    The a"tr brings the above o"cnr and says, "ogy ka ohrcs obhtu". This is because the euxp the o"cnr is learning from is only discussing
eating from o"ufg ,yhja done in the goy’s house. The a"tr [v wx] therefore brings the h"r with a different ogy why vkcb o"ufg ,yhja. This Is
because the Torah says: ",kftu ,jczu" [tf 'ch ohrcs]. The pasuk is saying, if one wants to eat rac he must shecht and only then may eat it. This
is gnan that only one who is vuumn in ,jczu can allow you to eat. This excludes a o"ufg that is not vuumn in ,jczu with no ,ufhha to vyhja hbhs, so
his vyhja would not be rh,n – ,kftu. The  [wt 'wc wx s"uh]z"y  says the eukhj between the reasons of the o"cnr and the a"tr would be the status
of the vyhja of a cau, rd. According to the o"cnr, since he is not part of the ohng anymore, his vyhja would be ,"vn raf and only ruxt
because of the rsd. According to the a"tr and the h"r, the cau, rd ,yhja would be t,hhrutsn vkcb because he has no ,ufhha to vyhja hbhs.

 [kunh v"s :uf ;s z"g vt,hk, trusvn]s"hr wxu,      asks: Why is raf hrfb ,khn yet vkcb hrfb ,yhja? He explains becausevyhja has ohbhs on
how to do the vumn vagn, like no wufu 'vxhrs 'vhhva, therefore, since a hud is not lhha to these ohbhs his vyhja is a vkcb. However, by vkhn it is the
vkrg that needs to be removed and it may be accomplished even by a vrucj, so since it’s a result-oriented vumn, it is hrfbc raf. Similarly, we find
by vfux ,umn, since the criteria is that as long as the vfux was made km oak it is valid, so too it’s also raf if it was made by a hud.

 [u"g wx ,urgv .cue]ibjkt wr     explains: Any ,ukj done by a person falls into 2 categories: 1)The ihsv ,ukj is created ostv jfn. Like 'ihaurhd
ohbhbeu 'ihaushe. It is the person who is creating the ,ukj. 2) The actual vagn itself (not the ostv jf), makes the ihsv ,ukj. For example, vyhja.
Although a trcd jf is needed, the ost isn’t the rh,n - the vyhja vagn is. The n"epb between these 2 types of ,ukj is: In the first scenario,
since it’s the ost who is rh,n or rxut, he has the power to attach conditions to his vagn. For example, when making ohbhbe or ihaushe, one may
stipulate that the ,ukj not take effect unless a htb, is ohhuen. In the 2nd  scenario, since it’s the vagn that is therh,n, the person can’t attach any
ohtb, to the vagn. For example: A yjua does not have the jf to say the vyhja should not be valid unless my htb, is ohhuen. Since it is not he
that is creating the ,ukj, but the vagn itself.                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Apta Rav, R’ Avraham Yehoshua Heschel zt”l (Ohev Yisroel) would say:
     “wrhg oh,au ohgcrt ub,, yken hrg aaw - In the posuk wsjt wv ubhekt wv ktrah gnaw there are six words, and in the paragraph
of “Ve’ahavta” there are forty-two words. “Shema Yisrael” accentuates kabbalas ol malchus shamayim and the paragraph
of “Ve’ahavta” deals with absolute love of Hashem. The 48 spiritual cities of refuge of Jew are the 48 words of “Shema
Yisrael.” Through submission to the yoke of Heaven and love of Hashem, a Jew achieves His forgiveness for his sins.”

A Wise Man would say: “Ignorance of the law excuses no man from practicing it.”                                         
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (40)
Traveling: Shinui Makom. There are a number of relevant
halachos about berachos when traveling by car. The most
common is regarding change of place (ouen hubha) while eating.
This can necessitate a new beracha rishona before continuing to
eat. To understand this we have to become familiar with the
laws of shinui makom under regular circumstances. These are
very important halachos to master for the whole year.
Berachos. If a person is eating and changes his location by
leaving the house or entering the house, it can invalidate his first
beracha. Just like a decision to stop eating requires one to repeat
a beracha if he changes his mind for a new act of eating (1), a
change of place is considered a new act of eating (2). Halacha
views eating as being associated with a particular place. This
need for a new beracha depends on: 1) The type of food being
eaten, and 2) If he was eating alone or with other people.
Type of Food. When one eats bread or mezonos (except rice),
he must say the after-beracha in that place, due to the important
act of eating such foods in that place. Even if he left that place,

 

      

he must still make an effort to return to recite the after-beracha.
However, if he eats foods that have only a Borei Nefashos as the
after-beracha, he doesn’t need to return and can recite the
beracha where he is (3). If he consumed wine or fruits of the seven
special species, there is a difference of opinion if he must return (4),
and because of the doubt he should return for the beracha.
Whenever there is a clear obligation to return [he ate a kezayis of
bread or mezonos], this creates an attachment to the first place
and halacha considers it as if he never left. No new beracha is
necessary to continue eating. However, by Borei Nefashos items,
a new beracha is needed. In all these cases there is no difference if
one wants to continue eating in the new or old place. Regarding
wine and the seven special species of fruits (ohbhnv wz) since there is
a doubt, one should avoid the situation by not changing locations.
If he did he should not say a beracha before continuing.
Eating with Others. Even if one ate a Borei Nefashos food, if he
purposely ate with even one other person, there is a degree of
attachment between them, and his first beracha is still valid if he
returns to his first company (5). (To be continued next week iy”H)

       



     A son was born to a talmid of the Mir Rosh Yeshivah, HaGaon R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel zt”l, and the thrilled father asked
his beloved Rebbi if he would honor him with sandakaus at the bris. The Rosh Yeshivah expressed his excitement at the news
and told him that he would be delighted to attend the bris. However, although he would be honored to serve as sandek,
practically speaking, he hadn’t been feeling well recently and would have no way of knowing if he would have enough strength
to do so until the actual day of the bris. Indeed, on the day of the bris, the Rosh Yeshivah’s family sent a message that
unfortunately, the Rosh Yeshivah was feeling very weak and unwell and would not be able to serve as sandek at the bris. The
talmid was disappointed, but without any choice in the matter, he gave the kibbud to someone else. 
    As the bris was about to begin, a small commotion arose at the entrance to the hall. The word went out: R’ Nosson Tzvi was
outside! As quickly as he could, the father ran out to the car where the Rosh Yeshivah was sitting, looking pale and weak. 
    “Rebbi! I don’t understand!” the talmid said. “The Rosh Yeshivah said he was unwell ...” R’ Nosson Tzvi smiled, and
replied, “To be sandek, I do not have the koach, but I said I would come to the bris - and a yid must always keep his word!” 
    Rabbosai, we are now entering the tekufah known as the “Nine Days” leading up to Tishah B’av. As is known, the Bais
HaMikdash was destroyed through sinas chinam. But the Chofetz Chaim zt”l explains that this does not refer to sinah - hatred
per-se, but to the lashon hara it engendered. How careful we must be with what comes out of our mouths! 
     Indeed, Sefer Maalos HaTorah states that if lashon hara destroyed the Bais HaMikdash, our words of ameilus baTorah
will rebuild it. Let us now be mischazek - both in speaking words of Torah, and in keeping the words that emanate from our
lips. Torah is emes and our words must be emes and with that we will be zocheh to the geulah sheleimah b’karov!

     Why is the exact date of Aharon’s petira mentioned? We don’t find this by other people? Secondly, why, when saying
Aharon’s name this time, does the Torah add “Hakohen” The Terumas Hadeshen addresses the first question and says that
right after Aharon’s petira, the Torah says, "hbgbfv gnahu". They heard of our tragedy of losing Aharon and waged war against the
Yidden. Why davka at that specific time did they attack? The answer is because they realized then that the month of Av is one
in which the mazel of Klal Yisroel is not good. As Chazal teach us, one should postpone a court case scheduled for this month
until after Av. They, therefore, struck Klal Yisroel at that time, with the date playing a pivotal role in the sequence of events. 
    Rabbeinu Bechaye in his Sefer Kad Hakemach offers another thought. The Torah wanted to teach us the concept of
"ubheukt ,hc ,phraf ohehsm ka i,,hn vkuea". Hence, irvt ,,hn coincided with Rosh Chodesh Av, the month of the churban. 
    The Pardes Yosef adds that this is why the Torah only wrote the date in this parsha and not in Parshas Chukas where
Aharon’s petira is also cited. 
     Because Chodesh Av commences this week, we will offer one more machshava. Aharon was the exemplar of ;suru cvut
ouka, the quintessential promoter of achdus. It is no small wonder that with his passing in the month of Av, there was a
weakening of unity among us, and the aveira of sinas chinam was able to rear its ugly head. Maybe that is why it says
Aharon Hakohen. The very reason he became the Kohen Gadol was because of his special middah of having a lev tov and
“farginning” yenem. And as the Sefas Emes writes: Aharon’s zechus should stand by us at this time of year, and in his
merit, we should be zoche to the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash b’karov!                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

hf kug hc ofh,uct utmn vn wv rnt vf
 ukcvhu kcvv hrjt ufkhu hkgn uejr(v-c whnrh)

 /// vagh uhpn tmhv kff urcs kjh tk(d-k)

,bac oa ,nhu /// rvv rv kt ivfv irvt kghu
/// asjk sjtc hahnjv asjc /// ohgcrtv (jk-dk)

 /// uhbpn uhcht ,t uahruv sg wv hbpk isrhv ,t .ukj kf ofk rcgu(tf-ck)
     Ask Yossi Ben Chanan whether he believes miracles are possible, and he may well go back, in his mind’s eye to the
long night he spent on Tel Shams in October 1973. Having been wounded already in the head, he nonetheless rejoined his
men and his commander, Yanosh Ben Gal, for the drive towards Damascus. A week after the disastrous surprise Syrian
attack on the Golan, Israeli troops had repulsed the invaders and were fighting the retreating Syrian Armored Corps along
the highway to Damascus, when they encountered opposition in the form of the well entrenched and fortified hilltop at Tel
Shams. Tel Shams is another of the volcanic mounds, or hills on the Syrian plateau. Every inch of that hill was fortified by
the Syrians, and all of the bunkers and gun positions faced west, towards Israel. All of the entrances to the bunkers faced
north-east, towards Damascus. Imagine a cross section of an anthill, with its various connecting tunnels and storage areas
and you kind of get the idea. The Israelis, determined to send a message to Syria that would make them think twice before
ever crossing the border again were set on reaching the outskirts of Damascus, which could not be accomplished as long as
the Syrians controlled the road from their vantage high atop Tel Shams. 
     After a failed frontal assault, a closer look at the aerial recon photos revealed a weak spot in the Syrian defenses; there
was a shepherd’s path that might be approachable from the rear, so Yossi Ben Chanan, later a Major General who served
as Commander of the IDF Armored Corps, volunteered to take his seven tanks up on what amounted to an almost
impossible approach in order to surprise the Syrians from the valley behind them. Although his plan succeeded, his tank
was hit in the battle and he was thrown nearly twenty feet in the air from his burning tank, breaking his leg in three places.
What was left of his unit pulled back, having succeeded in their mission to disable the tanks and guns on top of Tel Shams.
     Ben Chanan’s tank driver, Tzvika, also on foot having escaped after the tank was destroyed, risked his life to jump back
into the burning tank and remove the radio, enabling them to get word to Ben Gal’s unit that they were alone and
wounded, behind enemy lines. In the middle of what he would later describe as the longest and loneliest night of his life,
Yossi Ben Chanan recalled being able to hear Arab voices walking along the hilltop and being sure his life would end that
night. It probably would have - with no troops to send, and no armor to back them up, not to mention all the other places
what few forces remained were needed - there was no hope that Yossi Ben Chanan would make it through the night, let
alone survive the Syrians who would obviously find him once dawn broke. 
     Commander Yanosh Ben Gal was sure he was saying goodbye to his closest friend, because after all, there are no such
things as miracles. At least he thought there weren’t, until Yoni Netanyahu (he who would later be of Entebbe fame)
arrived at their position, and walked into the radio room. A Captain in the Matkal recon unit, the most elite unit in the
Israeli army, he immediately volunteered to bring Yossi and his soldier out. Anyone watching this would have seen all the
arched eyebrows and realized this was not just an impossible mission, it was a suicidal one. But someone forgot to tell that
to Yoni, who had been at Yossi side only a few months earlier. 
     With no real backup, and no vehicles capable of getting them up to Tel Shams, they came up the same rear approach to
the hilltop ... on foot! When they finally found Yossi Ben Chanan with dawn about to break, they realized they would
never be able to get him down off the hill; his legs were too badly broken, and first light was approaching. Again, they
were all doomed, but, for whatever the reason, Hashem seemed to have different plans for them. 
      Inexplicably, Ben Gal found, in the middle of the battlefield ... a helicopter! Commandeering it himself, they flew in,
picked Yossi and his soldier out from the heart of the enemy position, and brought them back to base. (Yoni and his men,
for whom there was no room in the small helicopter, simply turned and walked back down the mountain!)                              
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 /// sjpkm ,ubc vgbu vfknu vkdju vmr, vkjn vbhhv,u(th-uk)
llllyyyynnnn: The Gemara (Shabbos 150b) relates the following
story: There was once a very pious man who was taking a
Shabbos afternoon stroll around his property and realized
that part of his fence was broken. He immediately stopped,
assessed the damage and analyzed what was necessary to fix
it. Then it hit him, “Today is Shabbos, how can I think of
fixing a fence on Shabbos?!” 
     Right then and there he decided to punish himself for his
improper thoughts and he undertook not to touch the fence
for the rest of his life.
    Due to his pious actions, a miracle occurred and a ";km"
(caper) bush grew out of the fence. From this bush he was
able to support himself and his entire family!
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Sefer Bamidbar ends with the story of how the
daughters of Tzelafchad married and had fruitful lives. There

 

  

is an important lesson to learn from Tzelafchad. The Gemara
(Shabbos 96b) tells us that Tzelafchad was killed because he
desecrated shabbos by gathering woods (according to some
Meforshim). However, Tosfos (Bava Basra 119b) explains
that Tzelafchad’s actions were pure. His intention was so that
everyone should see and learn what happens to one who
desecrates Shabbos in order that no one will come to replicate
his actions. The Arizal writes that the pious man mentioned
above was a gilgal of Tzelafchad and came to this world to
rectify his actions. He transgressed a sin with impure
intentions and rectified it with real pure intentions. A miracle
then occurred and a fast-growing bush - ;km - identical to his
name, Tzelafchad, then grew out of his fence. 
    R’ Chaim Volozhiner zt”l, explains that pure intentions
are only as good as the action they are present in. Hashem
counts our actions, and then the intentions therein, not one’s
intentions with improper actions.

    This week’s Haftorah marks the second of the three weeks
of calamities in which Yirmiyahu HaNavi castigates the
nation for having transgressed the cardinal sin of idol
worship. Interestingly, Hashem lamented how the nation
“distanced themselves from Me, and they went after futility
and themselves became futile.” But is it not obvious that one
will become futile if he chases after futility?
    R’ Mendel Hirsch zt”l (Seder Haftoros) explains that
practicing idolatry was not a rational decision made on a
person’s part, rather it was prompted by one’s evil inclination
which harassed him relentlessly into submission. On the
whole, Jews eschew idol worship and find greater pleasure in
serving the Almighty due to their deep spiritual connection to

Hashem and His Torah. While everything in the world was
created for and is meant to be used in the service of the
Almighty, as dictated by the Torah, if it should ever be used
for idolatry, it will lose its meaning and become a futile object
with no purpose in the world.
     As a result, a Jew who just stops living an observant Torah
life, rachmana litzlan, is simply lost and the hope is that
eventually he will find his inner spark which will reignite his
passion for Torah and Mitzvos and redirect him back to the
more fulfilling life of a G-d-fearing Torah Jew. However, a
Jew who defects from a Torah lifestyle and adopts other
cultures or beliefs will find himself leading a tragically futile
life with no end in sight.
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