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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (40)
Traveling: Shinui Makom. There are a number of relevant
halachos about berachos when traveling by car. The most
common is regarding change of place (oyon »»v) while eating.
This can necessitate a new beracha rishona before continuing to
eat. To understand this we have to become familiar with the
laws of shinui makom under regular circumstances. These are
very important halachos to master for the whole year.

Berachos. If a person is eating and changes his location by
leaving the house or entering the house, it can invalidate his first
beracha. Just like a decision to stop eating requires one to repeat
a beracha if he changes his mind for a new act of eating (1), a
change of place is considered a new act of eating ). Halacha
views eating as being associated with a particular place. This
need for a new beracha depends on: 1) The type of food being
eaten, and 2) If he was eating alone or with other people.

Type of Food. When one eats bread or mezonos (except rice),
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he must still make an effort to return to recite the after-beracha.
However, if he eats foods that have only a Borei Nefashos as the
after-beracha, he doesn’t need to return and can recite the
beracha where he is 3). If he consumed wine or fruits of the seven
special species, there is a difference of opinion if he must return @),
and because of the doubt he should retun for the beracha.
Whenever there is a clear obligation to return [he ate a kezayis of
bread or mezonos], this creates an attachment to the first place
and halacha considers it as if he never left. No new beracha is
necessary to continue eating. However, by Borei Nefashos items,
anew beracha is needed. In all these cases there is no difference if
one wants to continue eating in the new or old place. Regarding
wine and the seven special species of fruits (011 %) since there is
a doubt, one should avoid the situation by not changing locations.
If he did he should not say a beracha before continuing.

Eating with Others. Even if one ate a Borei Nefashos food, if he
purposely ate with even one other person, there is a degree of

attachment between them, and his first beracha is still valid if he
act of eating such fpods in that place. Even if he left that place, returns to hys first company (5. (To be continued next week iy”H)
7 T RTAY — MTn 57 Tan — Dmn 12
w23 M- The 0"am9 [NN 7"9 nonw] paskens: One who eats from a m nunw is e mpbn 2o, This is leamed from the pasuk,
NIV NN T N Do, 70 v, From the fact that the nmn is waming us to stay away from the omi lest we eat from their nrvas, we see that
it is mox to eat from their nonw. The o1 ' 'on] adds: we make a "oy 77y and even if we know that a certain ©™oy is not a vy 1w, stil
his nonw is considered N2 The Nawm g5 and ¥"244 leam that the ©"2137 holds if we know the ooy is nota v'y 721y, the Woris only pa7.

The w'N4 brings the above 0" and says, "oyv b o127 oy This is because the 7oa the o' is leaming from is only discussing
eating from o™y nwnw done in the goy's house. The v [ 'o] therefore brings the s with a different oyv why NSy o™y nVnw. This Is
because the Torah says: "nbano mnan” (x0,2> ©127). The pasuk is saying, if one wants to eat wa he must shecht and only then may eat it. This
is ynwn that only one who is s in nnan can allow you to eat. This excludes a ooy that is not sy in nnav with no Mo to NYnNY »»T7, so
his nonw would not be P —nSow. The o [',2'0 7'v] says the o n between the reasons of the 0" and the vy would be the status
of the nvnw of a 2w . According to the 0”2, since he is not part of the oy anymore, his monw would be 1Ny 9w and only mox
because of the 7. According to the v and the >3, the 2w 3 monw would be a1 nb2) because he has no moa»w to nonw »» .

49 ' [D> 1T 9D 973"y INON X1 asks: Why is 9w 123 non yet nbay o3 nonw? He explains becausenonw has o1 on
how to do the mxn vy, like no 1o ;noT mnw, therefore, since a » s not v to these o»T his N nw is a N2, However, by nomnitis the
N> that needs to be removed and it may be accomplished even by a nman, so since it's a result-oriented msm, it is »1533 w>. Similarly, we find
by novo ;i since the criteria is that as long as the novo was made 9% oebitis valid, so too it's also 2w if it was made by a »».

PAON 9 1"y 'O TN ] explains: Any mbn done by a person falls into 2 categories: 1)The 10 mbnis created o non. Like ,penm
o, purnp. Itis the person who is creating the mbn. 2) The actual nwynitself (not the oxin n3), makes the yn mmdn. For example, nonw.
Although a 512> no is needed, the o isn't the - - the NYNW nwn is. The 13" between these 2 types of mbniis: In the first scenario,
since it's the o who is i or 7o, he has the power to attach conditions to his nwyn. For example, when making o»p or yvymp, one may
stipulate that the mn not take effect unless a »om is ompn. In the 2 scenario, since it's the nwyn that is thevmn, the person can't attach any
oon to the nwyn. For example: A vrw does not have the n to say the nwnw should not be valid unless my s»omis ompn. Since itis not he

thatis creating the mbn, but the nwyn itself. mm n‘,n N“n BP0 (3] Np0Y (2) 0'yp NN 370 (1)

20V (5) now (4)
Apta Rav, R’ Avraham Yehoshua Heschel z¢”’1 (Ohev Yisroel) would say:

Py DNYY DYIIN NNN VIPN MY W' - In the posuk TR N IPPON N ORI vy’ there are six words, and in the paragraph
of “Ve’ahavta” there are forty-two words. “Shema Yisrael” accentuates kabbalas ol malchus shamayim and the paragraph
of “Ve’ahavta” deals with absolute love of Hashem. The 48 spiritual cities of refuge of Jew are the 48 words of “Shema
Yisrael.” Through submission to the yoke of Heaven and love of Hashem, a Jew achieves His forgiveness for his sins.”

he must say the after-beracha in that place, due to the important
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A Wise Man would say: “Ignorance of the law excuses no man from practicing it.”
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Ask Yossi Ben Chanan whether he believes miracles are possible, and he may well go back, in his mind’s eye to the
long night he spent on Tel Shams in October 1973. Having been wounded already in the head, he nonetheless rejoined his
men and his commander, Yanosh Ben Gal, for the drive towards Damascus. A week after the disastrous surprise Syrian
attack on the Golan, Israeli troops had repulsed the invaders and were fighting the retreating Syrian Armored Corps along
the highway to Damascus, when they encountered opposition in the form of the well entrenched and fortified hilltop at Tel
Shams. Tel Shams is another of the volcanic mounds, or hills on the Syrian plateau. Every inch of that hill was fortified by
the Syrians, and all of the bunkers and gun positions faced west, towards Israel. All of the entrances to the bunkers faced
north-east, towards Damascus. Imagine a cross section of an anthill, with its various connecting tunnels and storage areas
and you kind of get the idea. The Israelis, determined to send a message to Syria that would make them think twice before
ever crossing the border again were set on reaching the outskirts of Damascus, which could not be accomplished as long as
the Syrians controlled the road from their vantage high atop Tel Shams.

After a failed frontal assault, a closer look at the aerial recon photos revealed a weak spot in the Syrian defenses; there
was a shepherd’s path that might be approachable from the rear, so Yossi Ben Chanan, later a Major General who served

as Commander of the IDF Armored Corps, volunteered to take his seven tanks up on what amounted to an almost |}

impossible approach in order to surprise the Syrians from the valley behind them. Although his plan succeeded, his tank
was hit in the battle and he was thrown nearly twenty feet in the air from his burning tank, breaking his leg in three places.
What was left of his unit pulled back, having succeeded in their mission to disable the tanks and guns on top of Tel Shams.

Ben Chanan’s tank driver, Tzvika, also on foot having escaped after the tank was destroyed, risked his life to jump back
into the burning tank and remove the radio, enabling them to get word to Ben Gal’s unit that they were alone and
wounded, behind enemy lines. In the middle of what he would later describe as the longest and loneliest night of his life,
Yossi Ben Chanan recalled being able to hear Arab voices walking along the hilltop and being sure his life would end that
night. It probably would have - with no troops to send, and no armor to back them up, not to mention all the other places
what few forces remained were needed - there was no hope that Yossi Ben Chanan would make it through the night, let
alone survive the Syrians who would obviously find him once dawn broke.

Commander Yanosh Ben Gal was sure he was saying goodbye to his closest friend, because after all, there are no such
things as miracles. At least he thought there weren’t, until Yoni Netanyahu (he who would later be of Entebbe fame)
arrived at their position, and walked into the radio room. A Captain in the Matkal recon unit, the most elite unit in the
Israeli army, he immediately volunteered to bring Yossi and his soldier out. Anyone watching this would have seen all the
arched eyebrows and realized this was not just an impossible mission, it was a suicidal one. But someone forgot to tell that
to Yoni, who had been at Yossi side only a few months earlier.

With no real backup, and no vehicles capable of getting them up to Tel Shams, they came up the same rear approach to
the hilltop ... on foot! When they finally found Yossi Ben Chanan with dawn about to break, they realized they would
never be able to get him down off the hill; his legs were too badly broken, and first light was approaching. Again, they
were all doomed, but, for whatever the reason, Hashem seemed to have different plans for them.

Inexplicably, Ben Gal found, in the middle of the battlefield ... a helicopter! Commandeering it himself, they flew in,

picked Yossi and his soldier out from the heart of the enemy position, and brought them back to base. (Yoni and his men, |*\
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Why is the exact date of Aharon’s petira mentioned? We don’t find this by other people? Secondly, why, when saying

"C, Aharon’s name this time, does the Torah add “Hakohen” The Terumas Hadeshen addresses the first question and says that

right after Aharon’s petira, the Torah says, "¥50 ¥ They heard of our tragedy of losing Aharon and waged war against the

R Yidden. Why davka at that specific time did they attack? The answer is because they realized then that the month of Av is one

in which the magzel of Klal Yisroel is not good. As Chazal teach us, one should postpone a court case scheduled for this month

M until after Av. They, therefore, struck Klal Yisroel at that time, with the date playing a pivotal role in the sequence of events.

Rabbeinu Bechaye in his Sefer Kad Hakemach offers another thought. The Torah wanted to teach us the concept of

&' PPN T2 NIV DTN YW ‘N ncpy”. Hence, 70X nivn coincided with Rosh Chodesh Av, the month of the churban.

The Pardes Yosef adds that this is why the Torah only wrote the date in this parsha and not in Parshas Chukas where

| Aharon’s petira is also cited.

Because Chodesh Av commences this week, we will offer one more machshava. Aharon was the exemplar of 97 2N

| o, the quintessential promoter of achdus. It is no small wonder that with his passing in the month of Av, there was a
Y] weakening of unity among us, and the aveira of sinas chinam was able to rear its ugly head. Maybe that is why it says

Aharon Hakohen. The very reason he became the Kohen Gadol was because of his special middah of having a lev tov and
“farginning” yenem. And as the Sefas Emes writes: Aharon’s zechus should stand by us at this time of year, and in his

merit, we should be zoche to the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash b’karov!
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"G Ywn: The Gemara (Shabbos 150b) relates the following
| story: There was once a very pious man who was taking a

Shabbos afternoon stroll around his property and realized

36| that part of his fence was broken. He immediately stopped,

assessed the damage and analyzed what was necessary to fix

R4 it. Then it hit him, “Today is Shabbos, how can I think of

fixing a fence on Shabbos?!”
Right then and there he decided to punish himself for his
improper thoughts and he undertook not to touch the fence

"Gt“ for the rest of his life.

Due to his pious actions, a miracle occurred and a "§oN"
(caper) bush grew out of the fence. From this bush he was

= ;‘”m{ able to support himself and his entire family!
Ywn: Sefer Bamidbar ends with the story of how the
o0 ry

is an important lesson to learn from Tzelafchad. The Gemara
(Shabbos 96b) tells us that Tzelafchad was killed because he
desecrated shabbos by gathering woods (according to some
Meforshim). However, Tosfos (Bava Basra 119b) explains
that Tzelafchad’s actions were pure. His intention was so that
everyone should see and learn what happens to one who
desecrates Shabbos in order that no one will come to replicate
his actions. The Arizal writes that the pious man mentioned
above was a gilgal of Tzelafchad and came to this world to
rectify his actions. He transgressed a sin with impure
intentions and rectified it with real pure intentions. A miracle
then occurred and a fast-growing bush - 99X - identical to his
name, Tzelafchad, then grew out of his fence.

R’ Chaim Volozhiner z¢”l, explains that pure intentions
are only as good as the action they are present in. Hashem
counts our actions, and then the intentions therein, not one’s
intentions with improper actions.

,G daughters of Tzelafchad married and had fruitful lives. There
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son was born to a talmid of the Mir Rosn Yeshivan, HaGGaon osson 1zvi el z£”’l, an e t ed tather aske
A b Imid of the Mir Rosh Yeshivah, HaG: R’N Tzvi Finkel z#”’I, and the thrilled fath ked

for whom there was no room in the small helicopter, simply turned and walked back down the mountain!)
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This week’s Haftorah marks the second of the three weeks
of calamities in which Yirmiyahu HaNavi castigates the
nation for having transgressed the cardinal sin of idol
worship. Interestingly, Hashem lamented how the nation
“distanced themselves from Me, and they went after futility
and themselves became futile.” But is it not obvious that one
will become futile if he chases after futility?

R’ Mendel Hirsch z#”’l (Seder Haftoros) explains that
practicing idolatry was not a rational decision made on a
person’s part, rather it was prompted by one’s evil inclination
which harassed him relentlessly into submission. On the
whole, Jews eschew idol worship and find greater pleasure in
serving the Almighty due to their deep spiritual connection to

Hashem and His Torah. While everything in the world was
created for and is meant to be used in the service of the
Almighty, as dictated by the Torah, if it should ever be used
for idolatry, it will lose its meaning and become a futile object
with no purpose in the world.

As aresult, a Jew who just stops living an observant Torah
life, rachmana litzlan, is simply lost and the hope is that
eventually he will find his inner spark which will reignite his
passion for Torah and Mitzvos and redirect him back to the
more fulfilling life of a G-d-fearing Torah Jew. However, a
Jew who defects from a Torah lifestyle and adopts other
cultures or beliefs will find himself leading a tragically futile
life with no end in sight

& | his beloved Rebbi if he would honor him with sandakaus at the bris. The Rosh Yeshivah expressed his excitement at the news
.| and told him that he would be delighted to attend the bris. However, although he would be honored to serve as sandek,
5 | practically speaking, he hadn’t been feeling well recently and would have no way of knowing if he would have enough strength
"C, to do so until the actual day of the bris. Indeed, on the day of the bris, the Rosh Yeshivah’s family sent a message that

unfortunately, the Rosh Yeshivah was feeling very weak and unwell and would not be able to serve as sandek at the bris. The

»“ talmid was disappointed, but without any choice in the matter, he gave the kibbud to someone else.

As the bris was about to begin, a small commotion arose at the entrance to the hall. The word went out: R’ Nosson Tzvi was

=¥ outside! As quickly as he could, the father ran out to the car where the Rosh Yeshivah was sitting, looking pale and weak.

“Rebbi! 1 don’t understand!” the talmid said. “The Rosh Yeshivah said he was unwell ...” R’ Nosson Tzvi smiled, and

rt, replied, “To be sandek, I do not have the koach, but I said I would come to the bris - and a yid must always keep his word!”

Rabbosai, we are now entering the fekufah known as the “Nine Days” leading up to Tishah B’av. As is known, the Bais

‘ HaMikdash was destroyed through sinas chinam. But the Chofetz Chaim z¢”’I explains that this does not refer to sinah - hatred
,“ % | per-se, but to the lashon hara it engendered. How careful we must be with what comes out of our mouths!

Indeed, Sefer Maalos HaTorah states that if lashon hara destroyed the Bais HaMikdash, our words of ameilus baTorah

% %] will rebuild it. Let us now be mischazek - both in speaking words of Torah, and in keeping the words that emanate from our

lips. Torah is emes and our words must be emes and with that we will be zocheh to the geulah sheleimah b’karov!




