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Hashem hardened Paraoh's heart to prevent him from relenting and
freeing Bnei Yisroel. This poses a problem. We are aware that man's
entire existence in this world is to exercise free will. If so, how could
Hashem deprive Paraoh of his free will and chance to do teshuvah?

R' Eliyohu Dessler ZT"L clarifies this. The ultimate goal of
punishment is for a person to learn from his experiences and return to
Hashem. But there is a pitfall: If a person stops doing evil only because
of his tribulations, when they pass, he is likely to return to his previous
wrongdoing. Hashem therefore, enables the Rasha to harden his heart in
the face of yisurim - tribulations, so that he will not repent. This makes it
possible to learn from his hardships and to repent from his own free will.

This, in essence, is what Hashem did for Paraoh. He provided him
with the courage to reject the impact of the ten m2n - plagues. Had he
repented, it would have then been a true teshuvah. But Paraoh did not
withstand the test and continued his evil ways even after the yisurim left
him, thus proving that his regret during the Makkos was not genuine.
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R' Boruch of Medzibozh ZT''L would say:
"How pleasant is the world if we do not subjugate ourselves to it and
how difficult it is if we do!"

R' Mendel of Vorki ZT"L would say:
"I was always thrilled to discover seforim which instructed on how to
combat the Yetzer Horah, until I realized that the Yetzer Horah also read

| these books and would develop new tactics."

R' Yisroel Ba'al Shem Tov ZT"L would say:
"Every person has an occasional urge to really do zeshuva, however,

| some people drown out that urge in liquor!"
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The man was veritably trembling with excitement and anticipation as
he placed the four notes on the four corners of the table. R' Yosef Dov
looked around, and mockingly cupped his hands around his mouth.
"Chaim!" he called out to his little son, who promptly entered the room,
picked up the four twenty five ruble bank notes - and deposited them into
the bowl. "Well, there you have it! The notes are in the middle of the
table just as I said," the Rov declared.

The wealthy miser howled in protest. "That's not fair! There was no
miracle involved in this."

"No miracle?" the Rov mocked, good naturedly but with a touch of
pointed rebuke. "You think that getting one hundred rubles for charity out
of you is not a miracle?" Everyone had a hearty laugh, and the wealthy
man, duly chastened and remorseful, left without any ill feelings.
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Hashem promised to redeem Brei Yisroel from Egypt. The word
redeem really means to buy someone's freedom with money, which
implies that the Jews would be ransomed through an exchange of money
or other valuables. With what did Hashem intend to buy their freedom?

Explains R' Dovid Feinstein Shlit"a, the Egyptians deserved all the
plagues they received because of the unfair hardships they imposed on
Bnei Yisroel. Therefore, the suffering the Egyptians endured from the
makkos was a debt they owed. Had they released the Jews when Hashem
first told them to, He would not have punished them and their debt would
have been forgiven. This willingness to forgive the debt of the Egyptians
was the payment with which Hashem planned to redeem His people.

As it turned out, however, the Egyptians did not let Bnei Yisroel g0
willingly until after the final plague of M52 non - Plague of the first
born, at which time they thought they would all die, as states in the posuk
"IN WD YIDN 2" - For they said we are all dying. Had they not freed
the Jews at that point, they may indeed have died, as they so richly
deserved. Thus the sparing of the lives of the Egyptian tormentors, was
the actual "payment" that they received in exchange for the freedom of
the Jewish people.
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- || conversation to the subject of the Egyptian sorcerers described in the
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_ The story is told about a wealthy man in the town of Brisk, who

| would constantly refuse to contribute to any of the community charities.
| His reputation as a miser preceded him wherever he went and soon
| enough, a complaint about his penny-pinching ways reached the ears of

| the Rov of Brisk, R' Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik ZT"L, the Beis
- | Halevi. The next time they met in his home, the Rov steered the

posuk, who were able to mimic some of Moshe Rabbeinu's miracles. The
rich man revealed that he was cynical about all of this, and doubted that
anyone could perform either magic or miracles.

"Why do you say that?" R' Yosef Dov asked casually, ignoring the
- | affront to the Torah. "It's not so difficult, even I can perform miracles. I
will gladly do so right now, but only if you are willing to donate one
- | hundred rubles to the community charities." The skeptical man accepted
| the challenge.
"Very well," said the Rov, adjusting his tone to the event. "I will now
- | show you that if you place four twenty five ruble notes on each corner of
| this table, I will need to utter just one single word - and the money will
| find it's way into the bowl] at the center!"




