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     In this month of Elul one must work on self-improvement. The first
step in doing this is to use one of our great treasures, the Sefer

Orchos Chaim written by the Rosh. There, in the shortest possible
language, he lists the pitfalls to avoid and the many positive actions
that make up the life of a servant of Hashem. Learning it for a few
minutes daily, either before or after one of the daily tefillos (to ensure
a set time), gives a person what to work on. He should read through
a few lines daily with the attitude of “how this applies to me.”
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH

    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Tzedakah - Giving a Tenth (ragn) 
Maaser of Principle (ire) If one inherited or was given  a
certain amount with which to start a business, he should
give one tenth of this principle, and from that point on, one
tenth only from the profits (1). If giving a tenth immediately
would harm his ability to set up the business, he should
record the amount he was to have given and then give it
later when the business grows, B’ezras Hashem. If giving a
tenth of the principle is very hard, the Chofetz Chaim (2)

offers a suggestion that makes things a bit easier. He may
take that tenth and set it aside as a “Gemach” (free loan
fund) to lend it out again and again. He himself can be one

of the borrowers. If somebody was given a principle
amount and the giver doesn’t want the receiver to give
maaser because he feels that the whole amount is needed to
set things up properly, the recipient is not allowed to give
maaser (3). He should just give from the profits.
Maaser of Profits (jur) Every year or half year, a person
should calculate the profits he has earned (B’ezras Hashem).
He can deduct all the expenses that were necessary to allow
him to earn those profits (4). For example, if he made
$25,000 but spent $10,000 in transport, advertising, salaries,
insurance, training, taxes that decrease what he takes home
(whether he or his employer pays out) etc., it is considered
as if he earned $15,000 and he should give $1,500 as
maaser. n o

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

maaser. Similarly, if he lost $2,000 in one deal and gained
$10,000 in another, it is deemed as $8,000 profit and he
gives $800 (5) to maaser. If there was a theft in the business,
it too, can be deducted (6). If he mistakenly calculated and
gave too much, he is allowed to deduct the extra amount
from maaser the next time he gives (7).
Tithable Income “Profit” in this halacha includes salary,
cash, gifts, inheritance, interest, stock dividends, etc. Even if
the previous owner gave a tenth on that money, the receiver
must give again because each new ownership creates a new
maaser obligation (8). If one owns stocks or properties that go
up in value, he is not obligated in maaser until these items
are sold and the profit has come to him. If the profits go right
back into the business as new capital, he is obligated to give
on this amount because it is considered as having come to
his hand. Similarly, if his employer pays his hospital and
doctor bills, or any other expense that a worker would have
paid for himself, it is considered as having come to the
worker’s hand, and maaser must be given on it (9).

u    rnug jfaa sjt shxjc vagn :(wdh wd vtp) t,pxu,c vbv
ohnkak rpu vkugk rp hkg chrevu tm ubck rntu 'uvsa lu,c
r,uh uz vumnc junak ,htr vn tct 'uk rnt '(z"g wvk ,usuvk)
wv ubk i,b vru,ca ,umn kf 'uk rnt ?vru,ca ,umn kfn
'ouenv hbpk iumrk ubht ub,hhag ukhta 'ub,gsk tka uz 'ub,gsk
rume, hf (s"f ohrcs) rnut tuv hrv /ubhshk uz vumn ,tc tk
hn ubhhvu 'shxj utre t,pxu,v vbvu /vfrc cu,fv uk gce 'wudu
inhx apjh shn,u 'utruck jur ,jb ,uagk hsfc kfv vauga
,uumn uk inszvaf f"gu /ouenv hbpk vhumr u,sucga 'ohnan
'ohnan inhx vzc vtr 'ohhbgv vc ufz rcf u,jfa oga 'vjfa
,jbnv ;hxuvu /lf kg wvk ,usuvk vmru 'vuumn sug uk uphxuva
'"vfrc cu,fv uk gce" t,pxu,v f"anc vbuufv hvuza ohrufhc
vhumr u,sucga uvtrv ohnana vzc 'rautv adr thv u,frcu

/ouenv hbpk
ubk jkxh wva ohaecnu 'vcua,c ohrzuj ubt 'kukt asujc    
'lfc ubk hs tk kct 'ubndpa vn kf ie,hau 'urcs kg ubrcga kg
hbpk unf 'ub,sucgcu ubc wv vmrha ohkkp,n ubta tkt

 c,f rcfu /ubtyjavbuh ubcrsugu" :(c"n 'wt vcua, hrga) 
'uh,tyj ibgfu uhgap cgf ,ujnk oav kt vcua,v kgc kkp,h

uk r,ghu uvmrhu uc .upjhau/"tyj tk ot ratf '

   tu"e 'ihuf,nc tka ushk ,tca p"gtu :k"zu lfrch ignk  h"ar
hbg vtmnu ushn gkx vkpb 'v,gn runt /ihuf,nc vaugk
itf teusa iuhfn k"r /k"fg vhkg lrc,n tuv hrv 'vc xbrp,bu
rfa kceha vzc asj,ba jfun 'ohhbg xbrpnaf lrc,ha rfzuv
iudfu) ubunn h"g hbgv xbrp,ha 'lfk iuuf,v tka ouenc od
vesmv xjhh,n zta 'lfk iuuf,h ot a"fu '(vsac rnug jfaa

c wgu) r,uh sug uhktohnfj h,pa/(we ,ut 
vfrcva jfunu '"u,jek cua, tk" uvuuhm vru,v hrva g"khu    
tmnbu 'tuv hbgv uc xbrp,ba hbpk u,jfa uk gsuba d"vfc
itfc vashja vfrcva k"mu ?vbuufc hbgv ,t xbrp d"vfca
uk gsuuhh otu 'hbgv tca sg u,jfa uk gsub tkaf thv 'vru,v
a"g) 'u,jek cuah tka urhvzv vru,v vzc 'hbgv vfza hbpk

cohnfj h,pa/(wm ,ut 
c vbvu    lknk vbanvkj h,n ep,xn (y"v ,unur, wkvn c"p) 

er ut 'vb,nv ,ukj ,gan otv 'ovh,ub,nc ohhbgv ,ufz
'vb,nv ,ukj ,gan rcf ov ohfuz otu /u,uark xbfba vgan
oxbrpn tuv hrv 'vc ufzha hbpk u,jfa uk gsub ot oda tmnb
ufzu vjfa oa uhkg vkj rcf u,jfa ,gan hrva 'vbuufc tka
z"hgfu) ohbput hbac euxpv arpku eujsk lhrm tku 'ohhbgv vc

 c,fvnfj lanc/(
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s"uh van ,urdt (5) c:jh:c sxj ,cvt (4) uf:v sxju vesm (3) jh:c sxj ,cvt (2) t:ynr s"uh (1)
ke-yfe ;s vesm hrnt (9) t"ka s"uh z"y (8) p:c vcua,v eng (7) wne ;s vesm hrnt (6)yne:t 
         

R’ Menachem Mendel Morgenstern ZT”L (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:
   “Why is a vrunu rrux ic - rebellious son, put to death? Because not only has he strayed from the true path of
Torah, he is a wvrunw - teaching others to stray as well. This crime is greater than that of the one who kills
another. For if one kills, his victim loses this world but still has a part of the next world. However, when one
causes another to sin, he is causing his victim to lose both this world and the next world, as well.”

R’ Yeshaya Halevi Horowitz ZT”L (Shelah Hakadosh) would say: 
   “Undoubtedly, even the lowest among Bnei Yisroel would endure all four death penalties before worshiping
idolatry. But Chazal teach us that ,eukjn - strife, is harsher in the Almighty’s eyes than even idolatry. How
then, can one not control himself from pursuing controversy - which is more severe than idolatry? One
should not only feel no distress over that which is done to him and not hold onto a dispute, but to the contrary,
he should rejoice in this challenge, to overcome his anger, for which all his sins will be overlooked.”

A Wise and Experienced Man would say:
    “Did you ever realize that history never looks like history when you are living through it?”

lel` b"i 'tp - l"wevf edil` x"xdnk g"dxda miig sqei epiax mkgd x"xdnk znyp ielirl 
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he and his predecessor, R’ Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn ZT”L, are interred). I got to know some of the
young men who accompanied the Rabbi, and I learned a thing or two about Hasidim. They are very friendly
people and we talked alot while the Rabbi was inside praying. They used to tell us all about the greatness of
the Rabbi and how he tries to help people all the time. I was standing there with some of my buddies and I
half-jokingly asked if the Rabbi helps non-Jews also.
    “‘Sure,’ they said, ‘The Rebbe helps anyone who asks. Why? Do you need something?’
   “Later, in private, I told one of the young men, that my wife and I had been married for nine years with no
children, and one week ago the doctors told us that we had no chance. We had spent alot of money on
treatments, seen all sorts of big professors, we were running around like crazy for the last six or seven years,
and now they told us that they tried everything and there is no more hope. You can't imagine how broken we
were. My wife cried all the time and I started crying myself.
    “So this young man tells me, ‘Listen, the next time that you escort the Rebbe to the cemetery, stand near
the door of his car and when he gets out, ask him for a blessing.’ And you know, that’s just what I did! The
next time I was in the escort, I stood by his door and when he got out I said to him, ‘Excuse me, Rabbi, do
you only bless Jewish people or non-Jews too?’
   “I’ll never forget how the Rabbi looked at me - like I was a good friend! He said that if he can, he tries to
help anyone who asks. So I told him what the doctors said, and he told me to write down on a piece of paper
my name and my father’s name together with my wife’s name and her father’s name, so he can pray for us. I
did it, although I did think it was funny writing down my father and father-in-law’s names - real heavy-duty
Irish names. But I did it and you know what? In a short time, my wife was expecting and nine months later
she gave birth to a baby boy! The doctors went crazy, they couldn’t figure it out, and when I told them that
the only difference was a Rabbi’s blessing, they just scratched their heads. Wow! It was unbelievable!”
   The cop’s face was truly glowing at this point. “But here comes the best part. Do you know what we called
him? What name we gave our baby boy? We called him ‘Mendel’ after the Rabbi. Can you imagine? The
only Irish ‘Mendel’ in the neighborhood - probably in the world! At first my wife didn’t like the name because
it didn’t sound American. Hey, it doesn’t even sound Irish! But I said, No! We're calling him Mendel!
   “Of course, our parents objected when they heard the name. They said, ‘With a name like that, all the kids
will be cruel to him. Why make the kid suffer for no reason?’ But they’re missing the point. When he comes
home and says that the other kids called him names and beat him up because he has a Jewish name, I’ll tell
him that I want him to learn from those other kids how not to behave. They hate the Jews for no reason, but
you should love the Jews, you should help the Jews. You just tell them that without that Jewish Rabbi called
Mendel you wouldn’t be here at all, and then maybe they’ll start thinking differently too!”

((((dddd----cccckkkk))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ggggwwwwllll    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    eeeezzzzyyyy`̀̀̀    zzzz`̀̀̀    ggggnnnnyyyyeeee    zzzzgggg`̀̀̀    ddddppppyyyy    eeeezzzziiiiaaaallll    ddddiiiiddddiiii    iiiiwwwwpppp    ....................    ddddyyyyccccgggg    ddddyyyy`̀̀̀    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    ggggwwwwiiii    iiiikkkk 
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jjjjbbbbbbbbllll    ddddwwwwrrrrnnnn    zzzziiiiyyyyrrrreeee    yyyyccccgggg    zzzziiiiaaaa    ddddppppaaaazzzz    iiiikkkk    
    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    jjjjzzzziiiiaaaaaaaa    mmmmiiiinnnncccc    mmmmiiiiyyyyzzzz    `̀̀̀lllleeee                    ((((gggg----aaaakkkk))))

   The Torah teaches that when a person builds
himself a new house, he is required to build a
guard-rail or gated fence around the perimeter of the
roof so that no person should ever fall off and
become injured. This seems to be such an obvious
safeguard that one would think the Torah need not
make this an actual obligation, listing it among the
613 positive mitzvos. However, there is, of course, a
deeper meaning here which applies to every Jew.
    The great Sephardic Chacham, Rabbeinu Yosef

Chaim of Baghdad ZT”L (Ben Ish Chai whose
yahrzeit is this week on kukt d"h), learns out from this
seemingly innocuous posuk, a tremendous lesson. As
we prepare ourselves for the coming Day of Judgment,
the current parshiyos of the Torah lend themselves to
many allusions and important instructions about how
to go about reforming oneself in order to properly
present himself before the Glorious King of Kings.
Teshuvah awareness at this time means every person
strives to tear down the walls of obfuscation and
neglect that have built up around him all year,
causing him to be derelict in his performance of
mitzvos. Thus, "asj ,hc vbc, hf" - when a person is
serious about rebuilding himself, his image and his
very essence (,hc), the best course of action for him is
"lddk vegn ,hagu" - to provide a fence, a protective
barrier, around himself, which will secure his mind
and body from “falling off” and resorting back to his
sinful ways. One excellent tip is "l,hcc ohns oha, tku"
- let him use his money (ohns) for charity and good
deeds towards others, rather than spending it all on
himself and his personal pleasures, "ubnn kpubv kph hf"
- for this will only bring about his eventual downfall.

        mmmmggggllllaaaa    mmmmkkkkzzzz`̀̀̀    eeeennnnccccwwww    `̀̀̀llll    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    xxxxaaaacccc    llllrrrr    
    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnnnnnn    mmmmkkkkzzzz`̀̀̀vvvvaaaa    jjjjxxxxccccaaaa    mmmmiiiinnnnaaaaeeee((((dddd----bbbbkkkk))))    

    Chazal prohibits a Jew from eating the bread of
gentiles (zh ,ca) for this may lead to intermingling and
potentially marriage between Jewish men and Gentile
women. Thus, one would think that the fact that the
Amonim and Moavim did not offer food and drink to
Bnei Yisroel in the desert was not a bad thing after all.
However, the real truth is that their motivation behind
their inaction was what gave them away. They wanted
to have nothing to do with the Jews - to harm them, in
fact, by not offering them food or drink. And the proof
is that they even hired Bilaam to curse the Jews which
further uncovers their underlying intentions.
   A Jew, however, behaves differently. The Medrash

states: “When you have given your guest food and

drink, escort him as well.” In fact, Chazal further tell
us: “Whoever escorts a guest on his way receives a

reward comparable to the other services provided

him” - such as feeding, clothing and lodging.
    R’ Shneur Kotler ZT”L in discussing the mitzvah

of ohjrt ,xbfv - hospitality to guests, explains the
greater importance attributed to escorting guests over
feeding or providing lodging for them. Many times a
guest overstays his welcome. At other times, the host
is gracious to a guest but prays for the moment when
the guest departs so that tranquility and privacy may
once again prevail in his home. Accordingly, when
this guest leaves, the host is privately overjoyed at his
departure. Thus, to escort a guest out of one’s home,
and even remain with him until the very last moment,
is a positive sign that his departure is not welcomed
but rather engenders a bit of sadness. This is indicative
that his previous hospitality - the feeding, the clothing
and lodging - were sincere acts of wisdom and joy.

llllyyyynnnn: The Alter of Slabodka, R' Nosson Tzvi Finkel
ZT"L, used to give lectures in the evenings for
young married men who had been his students in the
yeshivah. One time, the shmuess went beyond its
usual time, and the students were transfixed with
interest. At this point the Alter’s wife came in and
said that the young men should go home. “They have
wives waiting for them at home,” she claimed. 
   The Alter apologized and said that he was unaware
of the passing of time. The young men begged him to
continue. “Our wives would rather we remain as long
as necessary to hear your teachings,” they said.
   The Alter refused to continue. “You have no right

to determine what it is that your wives would prefer,”
he said. “Furthermore, even if they explicitly indicate
that they wish you to maximize your study, you must
remember that they have a right to your companion-
ship and may also need your help at home with
chores.” With that he sent the young men home.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Torah is very firm regarding the duties
and responsibilities of a newly married man. He is
required, “To gladden the (new) wife he took.” He
must put his bride’s wishes, desires and requests
above all else, for only in this manner, will the young
couple learn to grow together in a mutual spirit of
respect and tender loving care.
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    ((((hhhh----bbbbkkkk))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ''''dddd    llllddddwwwwaaaa    mmmmddddllll    `̀̀̀aaaaiiii    ................    mmmmddddllll    eeeecccclllleeeeiiii    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiippppaaaa
   Many people have gotten out of receiving a traffic ticket using all sorts of excuses. But no one ever had a
better excuse than the woman from Crown Heights who was pulled over by a N.Y.C. traffic cop. Standing
outside her open car window and watching her fumble for her license, the police officer caught sight of a
picture of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT”L, in her open purse.
   “Excuse me, Ma’am,” he asked, “are you one of the followers of this Rabbi?” She replied that she was.
    “Well, in that case I'm not giving you a ticket.” He closed his ticket book. She looked up at him surprised.
The policeman smiled and said, “Okay, I’ll tell you why. It's my favorite story, but I haven't told it to many
Jewish people, in fact, I think that you are the first.” He raised his voice over the din of passing cars.
    “I used to be in the police escort that once a week escorted the Rabbi to the Montefiore Cemetery (where


