
     a'vecru ejmh ka oduuhz ,ukak,av iput kg ohsnuk ubt uz varp
gdubv kfc vnhka vru, sunkk kfuh varpv uzc chyhv ibuc,nv kfu

';g,xnvu ohfushav hbhhbgk inhx ,uct hagna k"z ubhnfj urnt rcfu
     /dkznv vme kg ,ucuaj ,usueb vnfc ,tz ub,jhac gudbk vuebu 'ohbck
lht vtra ;ta ovrct scg rzghkt kmt tkp rcs ubt ohtmun hrv     
jhfuvk uhshc ephx rcsv tk ihhsg f"pgt vecr ,trek ohnv ukga
sxjv ,shn vkmt vtran eru 'ejmh og tabhvk vhutrv vatv thva
rat thv hf vtr zt ut 'vbnn aecha hkcn ,u,ak ohkndvk od vb,ba
,kgnu ,uksd rehg hf lsnkk 'v"gtt ka u,hck xbfhvk vhutr vhv,

kfub ,tz odu /ghpavku chyhvk ubumru ucuy ,shn hpk ,ssnb ostvsunkk 
'u"j ohgr ohrenu ,uae ,urm ohngpk uvtmnh rat ostk ohhj lrs
vhv, u,cajn rehgu uhhj rsx ,t lhanh tkt u,ucmgu ubudhc geah tka

oukf vhv tk ukhtfu vtkv ,uagk hkg vn.;fh,a varpc zunr vzu 
cmn u,utc ushep, ,t ovrct ohhxa rjtk shn vra ,,hn rjtk

/ubc ejmhk duuhz rjt apjk ujkau rzghktk tre v,ufcku vshpxvk
 kg rpuxn vz ihgfu    g"hz zbtmn ohhj wr e"vrvrumhec ubc uhkg rypba 

uhkt tre kctv hnh ,ukf rjtk shnu 'vrhgm vbnkt uhrjt urhtavc ohnh
ihfusha ka ,ugmv gunak khj,,a vhkg sepu vbnktv u,kf ,t hcrv
,uke ohhjv ,ugrutn kfc ifu /sck ,cak okugv trcb tk hf vrucg
authhv ,arc ukhpvk vxbna urmh rjt kkua ostv lkh tka ,uaeu
ezj,h tkt ',ja rtck ukhpvk vcureu vke lrsv oana vruja vrnvu

/rapta vn kfc ezj,vk vtrhu vtkv ufrsc lhanvk shn ostv
rzghkt ka varpv kf ohtmun ubta vnc ye znr sug ;hxuvk h,caju    
;mrc kfvu vnu,x ut vju,p ka expv oua hkc ,treb ovrct scg
lusha rundha sg htsn r,uh ostv cfg,h tka znr itfc ah hkutu ',jt
vtur ubhtu rahu cuy kfv hf uk vtrb ratf ;fh, tkt 'u,c ut ubc og
kugpk kufh vcfg kf hf 'shnu ;fh, lushav ,t rundk ks,ah crxk vchx
ukhpt ohbh,nn ibht rat ukt ka idvbn vphu cuy vnu 'lushav ,ghbnk
ka ,unseunv ,ugac od ,jkm rucakn ugbnh tku 'rjav vkgha sg

/,rjnk sg ubh,nh ot ,uuv,vk kfuh cufhg vzht gsuh hn hf reuc ,ubpk
oh,c ,ubck ufzhu uk iufbvu iudvv uduuhz ,t tumnk sjt kf vfzha r"vhu    

/int u,ru,ku wsk ohbntb ohfrucnu ohrah ,urus ktrahc ohbntb

  turuenu /"ujha lupah (c"e ohkv,) unf 'vkp, iuak-juak" h"ar
ejmh tmhu 'rntba 'vjbn ,kp, ieh, ejmh" '(:u"f ,ufrc) trndv hrcsn
hf hbgk vkp, 'rntba 'vkp, tkt vjha ihtu 'crg ,ubpk vsac juak

wv ;hxunu /"ujha lupah wv hbpku ';uyghreh hkf'ejmh kmt od ubhmn ifa 'w
ieh, ejmha 'itfn usnk k"zr - crg ,ubpk vsac juak ejmh tmhu"
vnk 'lnx itfnu /ana crgvk lunx 'crg ,ubpk tuva 'vjbn ,kp,
hf vbgb tk uvhkt ifa 'vjbnv ,kp,c ost rvzh okugkw 'k"zr urnta
,hrja ,khp, od ube, ceghu ovrcta p"gtu 'wvjbnv ,kp,c ot
ejmha ubhmn vjbn ,kp,c kct ';fh,u shn ubgba ubhmn tk n"n ',hcrgu
hf 'lrsc rzghkt ,uhv sugc 'duuhzv kg ejmh kkp,v tn,xn hf 'shn vbgb

 f"fu] /wvat uzw-wtumn ,gk 'lhkt shxj kf kkp,h ,tz kgwohruyv kgcv/[
ifunv vsav wv uk i,b ota 'vsac uz vkp, kkp,vk lkv lfku    
grzhuw'(c"h u"f ,hatrc) a"nf ',usav kf rta kg ,ta r,hc vghrzk
uk i,ha 'rnuju ke 'wohrga vtn thvv vbac tmnhu 'thvv .rtc ejmh
ratf shnu /oheukt hbhgc rahu cuy grz thmu, rat wokug gerew-vat

vkp,v ,gac hf 'ohtc ohknd vbvu trhu uhbhg tahu 'ch,f 'vhkg kkp,v
hf trhu 'vkgnk uhbhg tab vkp,v ouhx rjt shnu 'vynk uhbhg i,ub vhv
ohrnut ifu) '"uduz ,c ,t ohtaub ohtc ohknd vbvu 'shn vbgb vhv

/(wuhbp tab k-tvu 'ibj crg ,ubpk" '[hng ,c iunzpc] wiye f"uh ,khp,wc
wv rthcu     vbunt hkhca'(ubbhhbgk ruzjb vbvu v"s 'hghcav ch,bv) w

ost jhbn vkhcaca hpk '(shn ,hbgb thvu) stn kusd tuv (vjbn) vrfau"
'u,ftknk xbfha osue kkp,h ,hrja hf ',ukp, rtac f"tan 'u,ftkn
hrva 'kusd rgm vc aha iuhf 'ubhhvu '"u,ftknn tmha rjtk ,hcrgu
kusd rfa od vc ah 'v,ut kkp,vk hsf u,ftkn ,t jhbvk lhrm ostv

/"trdt 'trgm oupk" '(d"f wv) ,uct ,fxnc t,htsfu 'shn ,hbgbu
ah r,uhc 'kkp,vk hsf u,ftkn ,jbv ka rgmv ,t vc aha scknu   
u,ftknc exug tuvaf hrva ostv ka u,uhfubt kuyhc ka rgmv ,t

v ,t hk vag hsh omugu hjufwa ahdrnu 'jhkmnu jhuurnukhjiunnvw-
 ,geav h"g h,juurva,ujuf'uz vadrv uckn kyck uhkg kyun 'wvzv w

/kkp,vku uhkt ,ubpku 'wv ,tn eru lt thv u,jkmva ahdrvk 'vcrstu
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R’ Yehudah Leib Ginsburg ZT”L (Yalkut Yehudah) would say:

     “The gemara writes (/tm c"c): ‘On the day Avraham died, all the great men of the world stood in line and said,

‘Woe to the world that has lost its leader; woe to the ship that has lost its captain.’ There are those whose leadership

qualities manifest only in periods of tranquility, while in times of unrest they are ineffective. In contrast, there are

leaders who are especially efficient in times of stress, whereas in times of stability they are basically useless.

Avraham was recognized by ‘all the great men of the world’ as a leader (dhvbn) who was effective in tranquil times,

as well as a wise ‘captain’ (tyhbrce) who could weather a tumultuous storm and rescue a ship foundering in the sea.” 
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: Our Avos teach us how to conduct ourselves in our

daily lives. Avraham Avinu, a prince, a prophet, a world

leader, and a highly respected man, felt no compunctions

about bargaining with an ".rtv og" - an ignorant man of the

     

  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (32)

Honest Money (cont.) The gemara (:g vsb) makes the following

statement: “What should a person do to merit wealth? He

should do business honestly and pray to Hashem for success.”

,gs ,chbd - Deceptive Sales. Many times, when a retail store has

a sale (end of season, holiday, or other appropriate times), they

reduce the price on certain items - 10%, for example. To make

the reduction appear more enticing though, they inflate the old

price, than cross it out, to make the buyer think that he is getting

a 20% discount. This prohibited deception is actually ,gs ,chbd.
Real Estate Agents. Some real estate agents will tell a

prospective buyer that he better hurry up and grab a certain

house, because he has other people waiting for this house who

are willing to purchase it at a specific price. If there are no such

buyers, it is ,gs ,chbd and rea (falsehood) to try to make this

buyer act impulsively and grab the house before he has chance

to sit and think about it with ,gsv cuah and a clear mind.

Backyard Camps. The following scenario happens quite often,

leaving grudges. A mother enrolls her child for a four-week

backyard summer camp session. At that time, she might know

quite well that she plans to go away after 2 weeks and intends to

pay for only 2 weeks since there is no formal contract stating that

  

land, who had a piece of property that he wanted. He even

bowed - stooped before him - to finalize the deal! There are

times in life when a person must realize that it takes a level

of vgbfv - submissiveness, to get the deal done!

  `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzaaaadddd`̀̀̀    llllddddwwwwcccc    aaaaxxxx 

she can’t change in the middle. However, had the camp owner

known this, she would have given that spot in the camp to one

who will stay for the whole session. The mother who knew and

didn’t tell, is transgressing ,gs ,chbd, and might even have a

monetary obligation. The correct way to avoid this problem is to

make up in clear terms from the very beginning what are the

obligations if one has to leave camp in the middle for any reason.

Employees. If an employee plans to leave a company very soon

and is given a promotion or special job that would never happen

had it been known about his decision to leave, he is obligated to

tell. This might depend on the type of contract he has. Some only

require that he inform the company 30 days before he leaves. 

Borrowing Money. One who borrows money, knowing full

well that he will not be able to pay it back, and had the lender

known this he would not have given the money, is deceiving the

lender with ,gs ,chbd and possibly more. 

(Some of these examples are from z-cxe wg t "j lunf lgrk rpx )

Note: We have discussed monetary examples of ,gs ,chbd since

they have to do with our topic of meriting good parnassa with

honest money. There are other areas of ,gs ,chbd which deal with

making someone else think that you are doing, or want to do him

a favor, when it’s not true. They are all explained in C.M. 228:6

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

����������

R’ Yisroel and R’ Osher Anshel Jungreis Shlit’a (Torah for your Table) would say:

    “Eliezer very clearly challenged Rivka’s family: ‘And now, if you intend to do kindness and truth with my master,

tell me,’ he demanded, ‘and if not, tell me, and I will turn to the right or to the left.’ Eliezer wanted a clear yes or no,

without delay, to know if they were willing to allow the shidduch to move forward or not. From here we may learn a

lesson that we would do well to remember. Ours is a society in which procrastination is in vogue. People have a

tendency to date endlessly, only to see their efforts end in futility. Often, critical months and even years are wasted

and leave much heartbreak in their wake. Our Torah teaches that if a shidduch isn’t working out, move on!”

A Wise Man would say:

       “Think positive. Most folks are about as happy as they make up their minds to be.”
i"p `aieh za xzq`l dnily d`etxl mbe zekfl ycwen

TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



    ................    ddddzzzz`̀̀̀xxxxwwwwllll    ccccaaaarrrrdddd    uuuuxxxxiiiieeee((((ffffiiii----cccckkkk))))
     Rashi quotes the Medrash that explains how Eliezer ran to greet Rivka because he saw how the water miraculously

rose up to her from the well. However, it was not on this premise that he chose her as a wife for Yitzchok. The Beis Halevi
explains that although this was a clear sign that she was worthy of miracles performed for her, Eliezer needed to see in the
future wife of Yitzchok, the future daughter-in-law of Avraham Avinu, a trait that would be the foundation of Klal Yisroel,

one that would sustain them even in their darkest hour. The kindness, love and unity of Jews is truly our greatest power as it
works measure for measure. Our kindness towards others then opens up the flow of Hashem’s mercy and kindness to us. 
    Dovid Hamelech teaches us in Tehillim: "vbch sxj okug" - the world is built upon kindness. In the times of Noach, when

the world was devoid of loving kindness, Hashem destroyed it and began all over again. He saved Noach and his family and
gave him an intensive seminar on how to “give unconditionally” in the ark, where he was busy around the clock caring for
the animals. In order to begin the world again it would have to be done on the foundation - on the very premise - of kindness. 

     For this reason, Eliezer looked for chessed for he knew that his choice of mate for Yitzchok would be planting the seeds for
all future generations of Jews. He understood that being worthy of miracles was not enough; embodying the trait that the entire
world is built upon, the middah of chessed, is all the more important. Eliezer was not just looking for a sxj ,kgc but a wife

who truly loved to do chessed. He wished to find a person who saw chessed as an emulation of Hashem’s unlimited kindness.

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    mmmmrrrr    iiiippppttttllll    mmmmddddxxxxaaaa`̀̀̀    eeeeggggzzzzyyyyiiiieeee((((aaaaiiii----bbbbkkkk))))
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    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeennnnrrrr    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiiyyyypppp`̀̀̀ddddeeee    ̀̀̀̀ eeeedddd    eeeezzzzyyyyiiiieeee    eeeellllkkkk`̀̀̀iiiieeee((((ccccpppp----cccckkkk))))
        A genuinely “good” person is a fountain of chessed. He does not stop performing acts of kindness because he derives

pleasure from doing acts of kindness for others. R’ Yaakov Yosef Herman ZT”L (All for the Boss) was a man with this

very trait. He never stopped doing chessed - whether he lived in New York or Jerusalem, through hard financial times or

periods of quiet success - he lived his life to help others. His Shabbos table was never empty - he always had guests, often

dozens at one time. It was said that there were people who ate at his house in New York for forty years straight! Later, after he

moved to Jerusalem, he would daven on Shabbos in the Zichron Moshe shul. R’ Yaakov Yosef would wait until all the

minyanim had finished (the Zichron Moshe shul contains several smaller rooms in addition to the main shul, allowing several

minyanim to be conducted there simultaneously), and then if he noticed anyone who was not on his way home, he would ask

him if he had a place to eat. If the person did not answer, he would repeat his question a little louder, until he received a

response. If the reply was negative, he would smile and warmly tell the prospective guest, “Come to my house.” It certainly

was a relief to any person who thought he was to go hungry that day, to find a welcoming home and a table laden with food.

     Among the regular worshipers at Zichron Moshe was a man named Moshe, whose last name had fallen into disuse.

Everyone called him “Moshe Loptke” literally “Moshe (the) Shoulder Blade.” He was a large man, very strong, with an

enormous appetite. People would attest that Moshe could devour food the way a camel guzzles water. As a result of his

prodigious eating talents, however, he was not a very sought-after guest. No one wanted him to eat at their house because

he would consume everything on the table. There were times, when Moshe Loptke would literally sit in shul all night with

no place to go and no food to eat. He was a pitiful man - but he was a person with feelings as well.

     It didn’t take too long after R’ Yakov Yosef emigrated to the Holy Land, to encounter the predicament of Moshe

Loptke first hand. Although he had heard of Moshe’s table manners and attributes - or lack thereof - he was not put off by

this. One Friday night, R’ Yaakov Yosef approached Moshe and asked, “Reb Moshe, do you have a place to eat?”

     “Nobody lets me eat into their house,” replied Moshe Loptke, with a hint of bitterness. “They all say I eat too much.”

    R’ Yaakov Yosef  feigned surprise. “Reb Moshe, come to my house,” he instructed him.

     After the last minyan had finished and R’ Yaakov Yosef was satisfied that there was no one left without a meal, he

turned and headed home, where he found, as usual, two tables full of guests. R’ Yaakov Yosef walked in and greeted

everyone pleasantly, but immediately noticed that someone was missing. Where was Moshe Loptke? Looking around, he

finally spotted Moshe sitting all by himself at a makeshift table out in the hallway. 

    Walking over to his small table, R’ Yaakov Yosef asked, “Reb Moshe, why are you sitting in the hall?”

    Moshe replied in a low and disconsolate tone, “They say that they do not want me sitting near them, so I have to sit by

myself in the hall.” He turned away, embarrassed, and refused to look anyone in the eye.

    R’ Yaakov Yosef thought for a moment and told him, “Well, Reb Moshe, they are my guests and I cannot force them to

sit with you.” Moshe Loptke looked up surprised at the lack of sympathy that he thought he was going to get from Rabbi

Herman. But R’ Yaakov Yosef wasn’t finished. “However, if you don’t mind, I would be honored to sit next to you out

here in the hall. Rebbetzin, please bring wine and challos out here; I am going to eat in the hall with Reb Moshe.”

     When the other guests heard that, they relented, “R’ Yaakov Yosef, please come in ... with Reb Moshe!” As soon as R’

Yaakov Yosef was assured of their agreement, he came in together with Reb Moshe and honored his guest as he had never

been honored before - in a manner befitting a king R’ Yaakov Yosef gladly served Moshe three or four portions of each

course, and, amazingly, Moshe had room for it all. Why did he go to such great lengths? Because he loved doing kindness.

            xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    iiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀eeee    mmmmiiiinnnnyyyydddd    iiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''ddddaaaa    jjjjrrrriiiiaaaayyyy`̀̀̀eeee
    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    iiiipppprrrrppppkkkkdddd    zzzzeeeeppppaaaannnn    iiiippppaaaallll    ddddyyyy`̀̀̀    ggggwwwwzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ llll                    ((((bbbb----cccckkkk))))

    If one were to analyze the actions of Avraham Avinu, he

would more than likely be mystified. Eliezer, the servant

and prime disciple of his master Avraham, was charged

with full authority over all the affairs of his master’s home.

The posuk explicitly states that Eliezer was, “his servant,

the elder of his household, who controlled all that was his.”

Avraham’s trust in Eliezer was implicit and total. And yet,

when the time came to explore a possible match for

Yitzchok, all of a sudden, the trust was gone! Now,

Avraham required his servant to swear an oath that he

would find a wife that Avraham would be most happy with.

It wasn’t enough to simply send him out to search for a

mate; he needed to swear. What happened? What changed? 

   In fact, says the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, R’ Moshe Yehoshua

Hager Shlit’a (Bnei Brak), this is wholly unlike the ways

of the world. In our world, before one gets involved in a

business deal involving money, he does his “due diligence”

and expends much time and effort discerning all the informa-

tion necessary to make a prudent financial decision. On the

other hand, regarding spiritual matters - for example kashrus

standards for meat - most people have no problem “taking

their word for it” - if they say its kosher - than it must be

kosher! Why is this so? For two reasons. Firstly, because

people attach less importance to matters of spiritual

relevance, and secondly, because “money is money!”

     Avraham Avinu, however, was different. In his “world”

the only thing that really mattered was spiritual growth and

regeneration. As far as money was concerned, he let his

trusted servant handle all that stuff. But as far as matters of

supreme importance go, like the future wife of his son - the

woman who will bear the progenitor of a great nation -

Avraham trusted no one. An issue as important as this,

could not be left to the devices of a servant. 
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    The gemara (:uf ,ufrc) tells us: “Yitzchok instituted

Tefillas Mincha, as it says, ‘Yitzchok went out to converse

(juak) in the field in the early evening,’ and ‘converse’ refers

to prayer.” The Chid”a, Chacham Rabbeinu Chaim

Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT”L (Midbar K’demos), writes that

although Yitzchok instituted the prayer of Mincha, he was

not the first person to recite the afternoon prayer. Adam

Harishon was created in the afternoon on the sixth day of

creation, just before Shabbos, and it was at this time that he

uttered the world’s first prayer. This is the reason why one

must be especially careful to pray the Mincha service.

Similarly, Chazal teach: “One should always be meticulous

in observing the Mincha prayer, because it was at Mincha

that Eliyahu Hanavi was answered.” (:u ,ufrc)
     Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik ZT”L explained that the

Tefillah of Mincha is referred to as “Tefillas Hefsek”

(prayer of interruption), for in the middle of the day, amidst

our many mundane activities, our hectic schedules and

social/financial obligations, we must stop, break away,

discontinue our affairs and retreat to daven Mincha. The

time for the Mincha prayer is in the afternoon (in the winter

months, it is early afternoon), at the height of the day, amid

intense activity. To interrupt business activities to make

time for Mincha is indeed a tremendous mitzvah and a sign of

deep commitment to Hashem and to the laws of His Torah.

    In fact, when a Jew interrupts his activities to pray, he is

emulating Adam Harishon. Rashi tells us (v-c ,hatrc) that

the first prayer that Adam uttered was for rain - oad - the

nutrient that sustains the world, for without it nothing can

grow and no food can be had. It follows, that just as Adam

prayed in the afternoon to bring sustenance to the world,

when one davens mincha, in the midst of his hectic activities,

he brings success and prosperity to himself and to his family.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: An important communal matter required the

intervention of the chief rabbi of Prague, the famed Noda

B’Yehudah, R’ Yechezkel Landau ZT”L. As the matter

involved raising money from a list of the city’s wealthiest

patrons, a respectable committee accompanied R’ Yechezkel

as he made his way to various homes, where each honored

host donated generously to this all-important cause.

     There was one man in Prague, a supremely wealthy

man, who was also a notorious skinflint. Nary a single

charitable organization was able to boast that they eked out

even the slightest donation from him. But as his name was

on the list of wealthy members of the community, R’

Yechezkel continued right on up to his house. However,

before he could even knock on the door, one of the

parnassim accompanying him stopped him and said, “Does

not the Rav think that perhaps it is beneath his dignity to

approach this man, a renowned miser, and beg for money?”

    The Noda B’Yehuda smiled and replied, “My friend, this

is only natural. When one wishes to milk a cow, he has no

choice but to stoop down and squeeze ......!”


