
 /// lhbg kt wv gna hf(th-zy)vkhp,u vbunt 'vrmv ,hkf, - 
     axxxxuuuukkkkeeeebbbbuuuutttt    oooouuuuddddrrrr,,,,kfauncu 'wl,khp,w ubhhvu wlh,ukmw - wlhbgw ,ch, odrh, 

hba ov wvkhp,wu whubhgwa ihcn cr hc rc kfa hpf ifa 'icun uaurhp iht iuatr
okut /vkhp,v omg vbht kct 'vkhp,k vchxf anak vkufh hubhg 'ohsrpb ohbhbg
u,bunt rrugha tuv ostv kg vrm uthcvc lrc,h ubumr ,hkf,a 'rnuk ah
rnuk kfub rhpa vkhp,v thv ubhgv ,hkf,a iuhfu 'uhbpk kkp,hu ,"havc u,uue,u
/vkhp,v kg hte wl�h�b�gw ,ch,a arpku 'vkhp,v in srpb h,kc ekjf tuv hubhgva
vn tkph vrutfku wlhbg kt wv gna hfw :urntc lf kg shgn tren ka upud odu
cu,fv aehca tk ot 'wlhbg ,t wv vtr hfw rnhnk hk huvu ?hubhg kmt vghna ihbg

/vkhp,v thvu 'vghnac huk,v rcsv ,kgu,k ot hf hubhgv ihta ubghsuvk
,gc kkp,vk ostv kg vumna ohrcuxv ohexupv kg vgush thaue cahh,h vzcu     

 hrcs vtr) vrmiiii""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvv kg uh,udavc oooo""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvv vtru ',uumnv rpxc ccccyyyyhhhhvvvv    rrrrttttccccj"ut 
hnfu 'v"c trucv ,rhzd uhkg kcen ubhta hnf vtrb rcsv hrva '(t e"x ue inhx
okut ?vumnk rcsv cajhh sug vnku 'ostv ,cuyk ov uh,urhzda ihntn ubhta
,hkf,u 'vrmc hura ostv vhvha .pj v"cev iht ifa 'ohbcun ohrcsv ubhrcsk
lknv ,rhzdc huk, kfva lfc shghu 'vkhp, hshk ostv tucha ot hf vbht vrmv
iumrv lphvk ',"hav iumrk sdubn iumrf ,cajb vkhp,v iht cua if ot 'iuhkgv

/ubumr okauh v,ugmntca vkhp, v,utk tuv vut,nu 'kyc,, vrmva tuv iuhkgv
   ,ukdk hsf ,hrmnv rdv ka vbhbgc teus uaurhp ,t arhp oudr,va raptu 

v"cevw :(/sx ,unch) k"zjt rcf o,khp, kga 'ohehsmc teus ubht vz ihbga ubk
'ohehsmf ohrsdun obhta oh,ujp ohabtc od tkt 'wohehsm ka i,khp,k vut,n
thv ohehsmv ,(g�uak v"cev ka u,uut,a rcsv ,nt 'vz ihbg lhha okmt od
.pju ubhtruc xj ohturcv r,h kg od kct 'k"bv rntnc rfzbfu r,uhc vezj
utucha ccxn ifku 'ubumrc huk, kfvu rzudv vz tuva vbuntv ,t ovc rhsjvk
eru oaur v,ag o,khp,a ujfuuh u,suepc ugauuhafu uhbpk ukkp,hu veumn hshk

 /vjuurk vrmn utmh trucv vmr,ba hbpn
odu ',ufaunn ,upue, vrmc ohhura ohabt lht ohngpk ohtura vun,k lk ktu     
'vrutk vrvnc ohfuz obhtu tuckn ,aauc,n o,guah ihhsg vkhp,c urhmpva rjt
ka u,khp, ot gsuhv tuvu 'cku ,uhkf ijuc tuv v"ceva ,gsk ubt ohfhrm obnt
vz iht kkp,n ostv ot od ohngpk hf 'tk ut vrhvcu vbf vbunt lu,n tuv ost
'v"cevc vnhka u,uue, ihtu 'trucv ,rhzdc huk, kfva vnhka vrfv lu,n
v"cev dhav tk vz ihgf vkhp,cu ///wehzh tk khguh tk otw rnutv sjtf tuv u,khp,u
'vkhp,v jfc epx khyh u,guahk vfzha rjt oda ohekt gsuh hf 'ubumr ,hkf, ,t
,t ohnav in ohvan if kgu 'hfv utkc vtc u,guah v,hv tna cuajk vgyhu
era ihchu 'ukt kfc ,uann ihta jfuuhafu 'uh,uhuks,av r,h kf vxbha hsf 'u,guah
hfcbc vbunyv vbuntv ,sueb rrug,h jrfvc zt 'ughauvk u,kufhca vz tuv ,"hav

/vguahk vfzh ift ztu 'ckv enugn u,khp, vhv,u ,"havc er u,uue, ohahu uapb

lkn rngkrsf rxkt lkn luhrt rgba lkn kprnt hnhc hvhu
,tu osx lkn grc ,t vnjkn uag /ohud lkn kgs,u okhg

 /// vrng lkn garc(c't-sh)usckn sug iht - 
     ithcvk lkva (t 'tf ,hbg,) "uz od aht oujb" og vagnv oxrupnu gus

tuvaf vkhkcu 'iuknc ik lrscu /rxhe hck ,uhkdrnu ,ucuy ohbct ka iurus
ratfu /rpg og uka zdrtv utknu ',uhkdrnu ,ucuyv ohbctv ubnn ukyb 'iah
ugcu 'lknvk uthcvu /"vcuyk uz od" :rntu rpgc utkna oujb vtr 'u,ban oe
rpgv uvza rapta rntu 'lknv hran sjtf vhk hnstu uvhkt t,t 'udrvk
og vbhsn acf lknvu vuv lfu 'ohmhj ,uhvk lpvb ueruzafu 'ubhct ovrct ka
ojkbaf - vhv ubhct ovrct ka rpga (oa) h"ar arhpa vn ihhgu /vz rpg
og vzf kusd xb ,uagk v"cev lrmuv gusn vbvs 'rtck ahu /ohfknv og
jmbk ubhct ovrct ruzgk kufh v"cev hrv 'ohfknv kg jmbha ubhct ovrct

/c"m rcsvu ?gcyv lrs iputc vnjknv
vz vnjkn tuv vausev vru,c vbuatrv vnjkn vbvs 'rnuk vtrbu     
v,hv uvza (wz inhx) tnujb, arsnv hrcsc rtucn ifu /ohfknv unjka
vgcrt ukt wudu kprnt hnhc hvhu" :k"zu okugvc vagba vbuatrv vnjknv
crjc uj,pu ukt utc okugc vnjkn v,hv tk ihhsga 'uhrcju kprnt ohfkn
rnuk kusd iuhxb ah vnjknv ,t jmbnaf 'vnjkn kfcu /f"g '"vnjkn uagu
ujmb hsf ,ukucj,vu jfv uk ah hrva '"vzv khjv ,t hk vag hsh omugu hjuf"
ova sga 'okugc ,unjkn ,uagk ukhj,v ov ohfknv itfu /vnjknv ,t

 /okugvk vz iuhxb uthcv ov f"gu ',unjkn vhv tk ukhj,v
anav ,j, vtru h,ca" :(th 'y ,kve) cu,fa vn ,uruvk vmr v"cevu     
tk odu ojk ohnfjk tk odu vnjknv ohrucdk tku .urnv ohkek tk hf
jmbk hrv /"okf ,t vreh gdpu ,g hf ij ohgshk tk odu rag ohbcbk
tuv hf" ',"hav ka ubumrc huk, tkt 'ruchdv tuv hnc huk, ubht vnjknv
sm oua ihta 'rpg h"g odrv ubhct ovrct f"gu '"khj ,uagk jf lk i,ubv
kf vagbu vkdb xb uvza yuapu 'ubhct ovrctk jf vzht aha rnuk okugc
suxh lv kg vrun uvzu 'gcyv lrs oua h"g tku 'unmgc ,"hav h"g eru lt ukuf

 /usckn sug ihta
vru,c rfzba iuatrv ogpv rcs kfa 'ohausev ohrpxc t,hts vn gushu     
'vz vbunt vru,v ubsnkn f"gu 'vnjknv ihbg rntb itfu 'ihbgv arua tuv oa
ubsnkk tc vausev vru,va 'tkpb sunhk uvzu /usckn sug ihtc ihntvk
',"hav ,tn eru lt tuv ubh,jkmv kfu '"usckn sug iht"a vbuntc ezj,vk
uvz 'vagba ,uks,av jfn tuv ubh,jkmvu 'gcyv lrsk jf aha vtrba odvu
ihc ',uks,av hbhbg kfc kusd iuhxb uvzu /,ntv vz iht kct 'ohbhg ,zhjt er
tuv hf" ihntnvk ihfhrm 'ohfusha hbhbgc ihcu 'vtupr hbhbgc ihc 'vxbrp hbhbgc

!usckn sug ihtu '"khj ,uagk jf lk i,ubv

"asuev hc,fk vzhbd" - The braisa says: rufcc ihkhdrn iht - one may not skin a rufc from the feet. tsxj wr says the author of this braisa is a"c. Rashi
explains, we are discussing a oun kgc rufc, the reason it may not be skinned in this manner, is in that one will be mindful not to cut into the rug so as
not to ruin it, and will rather cut into the rac. This is a iuhzc to the rufc. R’ Chisda says this must be a"c ,yha because they are the ones who hold in
our sugya that the vause remains after vyhja even on a n"gc. The ohburjt ask: Everyone holds, even v"c, that even if the same level of vause
doesn’t remain after vyhja, one still may not be vzcn it, as we see the Mishnah says it’s meat may not be sold zhkytc or keanc like ordinary meat.
So how does tsxj wr know this is a"c and not v"c? The ohrufc ,hatr [ihkhdrn iht v"s] explains: the reason a n"gc may not be sold in the
marketplace (zhkyt) is although it’s vause has left, there still remains a remnant (oaur) of the vause, similar to worn out asue hahna, that is no
longer usable but still must be treated respectfully and require vzhbd. Selling the meat in the marketplace is doing a direct iuhzc vagn to the rac, which is
ruxt. Skinning it from the feet is not a direct huzhc, on the contrary, it is like vzhbd of asue hc,f. By cutting into the meat to avoid ruining the skin, the meat
remains attached to the skin and is now (kyc) considered part of it. This skinning would be r,un according to v"c who hold there is only a oaur of
vause. But a"c hold, "hte u,ausec" not just a remnant (like asue hc,f), so that is why only according to them is this type of skinning ruxt.
    The g"ua [sbe j"ut] paskens: a ,"x that is worn out must be placed in a xrj hkf and buried in the rce of a ofj shnk,. The c"ban says, vzhbd
is required for ohrpx and it is ruxt to burn them. Even if one’s intentions of vphra is to spare the asue hc,f from iuhzc, still since vphra is lrs
v,jav this is ruxt. As the o"cnr says, anyone who is asue hc,f sctn, transgresses the utk of - "ofheukt wvk if iuag, tk".
    The  [wh wx d"j ,"ua]cegh ,uca  was asked: A certain city had many asue hc,f that were always found by the people after Pesach cleaning.
These worn out vnusfu ohrpx were stored in the attic of the Shul. After a while the attic became full and considering it was also a fire hazard, they
stored the asue hc,f in barrels and kept it in the ,urcev ,hc. May the city start burning the extra asue hc,f to prevent iuhzc? He brings the
gca rtc ,ucua, that according to all, it is ruxt to burn asue hc,f or be sctn them ohshc. He says that the excuse of burning to save from iuhzc,
is not a vbgy at all and if they knew how runj the ihs of vzhbd is, they would not be kehn. One who is sutn kusd urfa - rhnjn, as it says: kf"
",uhrcv kg scufn upud vru,v ,t scfnv. The cegh ,uca reluctantly says, that if it is t"t to bury them, they may be ;rua the asue hc,f but
should do it a few at a time and also vgbhmc. However, u"j this does not apply to vru, hrpx. ,ufhrtc a"g. The above ohrufc ,hatr addresses
this gca rtc, but says our case of skinning is not v,jav just a kuyhc of the vause, which is why it is r,un, the gca rtc is talking about vphra
which is a ohshc v,jav. a"g.                                                                                                                                      

R’ Aryeh Leib Tzintz zt”l (Melo Haomer) writes as follows:
     “wstn vcrv lrfaw - Avraham did not daven for offspring earlier in his life because he understood that children are
governed by mazal rather than standard merits (zechusim). Seeing in the stars that his astrological fate was to remain
childless, he refrained from asking. Only after Hashem assured him of his extraordinary reward did Avraham recognize that
his abundance of zechusim could break through the constraints of mazal - prompting him to finally ask for a child.”

A Wise Man would say: “It is easier to move mountains by faith than hills by your hands.”              
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.rue v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr b"hgk

(4) ta:j (3) c:t oa (2) s:tf, ypan iauj (1)
y:jga n"uj t"nr (5) th:v kcuj wkv o"cnr

       4:10 - ,cak ,urb ,eksv
     8:56 - t"nvqgna ,thre inz

    9:32 - t"rdvqgna ,thre inz
10:18 - t"rdvkqvkhp, inz ;ux

asue ,ca vnjv ,ghea - 4:28
      5:18 - ohcfufv ,tm  e"amun

             5:40 - o, ubhcrk q f"vtm

       5:56 - ,cak ,urb ,eksv
     9:20 - t"nvqgna ,thre inz

   9:56 - t"rdvqgna ,thre inz
10:51 - t"rdvkqvkhp, inz ;ux
1:12 - vkusd vjbn ,khp,k inz

asue ,ca vnjv ,ghea - 6:12
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (79)
Laws of Damages. Damaging During Sleep. If a person goes
to sleep while leaving another person’s item within arm’s reach,
and then knocks it over and breaks it while sleeping, he is fully
obligated to pay for the damage. However, if he went to sleep
first, and the owner subsequently placed the item near him, the
sleeping person is exempt from paying, as the owner is at fault for
creating the hazard (1). The same logic would apply if a person is a
guest and the host places a nightlight or a vase right next to the bed
knowing full well that a sleeping guest might inadvertently knock
it over - the guest would then be exempt from damages.
Falling Asleep While Driving. Every driver is obligated to
ensure that he or she remain fully fresh and alert behind the
wheel at all times. This is a matter of pikuach nefesh. If a driver
falls asleep and causes property damage, he is obligated to pay
for the loss. If people were injured, he is obligated to pay for the
damages (nezek). Regarding medical fees (ripui), it appears he is
obligated to pay according to the parameters established by the

  

      

Rema (2). See Teshuvos Shevat Halevi (3) regarding specific,
exceptional scenarios where a sleeping driver might only be
obligated to pay for nezek and not for ripui.
While Intoxicated. Regardless of one’s level of intoxication, he
remains fully obligated to pay for all damages he causes (4). Even
if at the time the damage occurred he was so severely drunk that
he had the status of a mentally incapacitated person (shoteh), he
is still held strictly accountable because he willingly allowed
himself to get into that compromised state in the first place.
Leisure Activities. If individuals are playing sports - such as
basketball or football - and one player damages another’s
clothing or belongings while in the midst of normal, expected
gameplay, he is exempt from paying. The reason is that all
players enter the game with the full understanding that such
incidents occur in the normal course of play, thereby implicitly
waiving liability. This principle aligns with the Rema (5). The
exact same halachic rule should apply to standard, energetic
dancing at a wedding or on Simchas Torah. 
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     The Gemara (Nedarim 32a) states: R’ Avahu said in the name of R’ Elazar, “Why was our father Avraham punished that
his children were enslaved in Egypt for 210 years? Because he conscripted Torah scholars to aid him in the war against the
four kings,” as it says: "uhfhbj ,t erhu" - he mobilized the men he was mechanech in the ways of Hashem and His Torah (Ran
ibid), to fight the war. We similarly find in the Gemara (Sotah 10a) that Asa, King of Yehudah, was punished for utilizing
Torah scholars to help execute government projects.
     My rebbi, R’ Ruven Schmelczer shlita, in his sefer, The Soul of Emunah, quotes his great uncle, R’ Yosef Rosenblum
zt”l, who related a scene he witnessed as a bachur learning under R’ Aharon Kotler zt”l in Lakewood, New Jersey. The
legendary askan, Mr. Irving Bunim z”l would galvanize support for the yeshivah by bringing potential supporters to visit the
yeshivah and meet Rav Aharon. One Sunday afternoon, Rav Yosef was learning in the quiet beis medrash when Mr. Bunim
entered together with a group of laymen, who made their way to Rav Aharon. As they greeted the Rosh Yeshivah, one of the
guests placed his arm on Rav Aharon’s shoulder (or back), as one would greet a friend. 
    Enraged by the lack of Kavod HaTorah, Mr. Bunim grabbed the arm of his guest and twisted it around until the startled man
found himself on the floor. Mr. Bunim sharply reprimanded him, "hjhanc ugd, kt" - Do  not lay a hand on My anointed one!”
     All this should impress upon us the severity of the shmad going on in Eretz Yisroel, where the secular government has
imposed its draft upon the Torah world, its agents laying more than just a hand on the anointed ones of Hashem, the Bnei
Torah who hold up the world with their learning. Undergrads in university studying the history of King Charles II can get
student exemptions, but those learning in yeshivah? Chareidim l’dvar Hashem v’Toraso? Never! May the Aibishter soon take
us out of what R’ Elchanan Wasserman zt”l hy”d termed the “Galus of Yidden by Yidden” - hs ub,urmk rnthu!

     On this posuk, Rashi says "ovc tku 'ihn,uj lc 'vfrc vhvu k", 'ikufc ihn,uj uhvh kufh". The simple understanding of these
words is that they refer to the first beracha of vrag vbuna where we mention all three Avos, not just Avraham Avinu. In its
closing one would’ve expected the same, but Chazal say that we only mention ovrct.
     R’ Shimon Shkop zt”l speaking in pre WWII Europe, where the assimilation was k"r rampant, said the following pshat,
al pi drush. Avraham was a “self-made” Jewish man. He recognized Hashem of his own accord, as opposed to Yitzchok
and Yaakov who had Avraham’s footsteps to follow. Logic would dictate that each following generation would be a
strengthening link in our chain, but, alas, that was disproven by history, as waves of strong antithetical influences have
infiltrated our circles. One would then fear that all is lost, but Hashem, uhsxj curc, promises Avraham "ihn,uj lc". Just as
you discovered Me through your own spiritual autonomy, so too, forever will your children always follow the path of
return. We have all B”H, many a time, witnessed the rekindling of the sparks of neshamos making that comeback and
returning to their roots. 
      He then adds another measure of chizuk by expounding on a posuk in Devarim which says; vhvh zck o,rnt rat ofpyu"
"vna utch vnv. The children that we thought, "vhvh zck" would be lost forever, "vna utch vnv" - they will return, and
ultimately provide you with that much beseeched nachas.
     Accordingly, this closing of "ovrct idn", recited by us thrice daily, contains a vjycv, a promise given to Avraham
Avinu, for his progeny, that with Hashem’s help there will soon be forthcoming  a future shining day when each of us will
declare with conviction, "sjt wv ubhekt wv ktrah gna".                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 /// hcvt ovrct grz wufu ktrah v,tu(j-tn whgah)

hshkh uhfhbj ,t erhu uhjt vcab hf orct gnahu
is sg ;srhu ,utn akau rag vbna u,hc /// sh-sh)(

lfrctu kusd hudk lagtu
 /// vfrc vhvu lna vksdtu(c-ch)

 /// orct ,t h,ragv hbt rnt, tku lk rat kfn jet otu kgb lura sgu yujn ot(df-sh)
     Years ago, a man named Yankel worked in a small cubicle located in New York’s bustling diamond district on 47th
Street. Yankel was a devoted follower and chasid of the Klausenberger Rebbe, R’ Yekusiel Yehuda Halberstam zt”l. The
Rebbe frequently taught him a profound lesson about livelihood, explaining that sustenance comes directly from Hashem.
Because nobody can predict where their blessings will originate or how much they will receive, the Rebbe stressed that a
person must meticulously value every single penny and treat each coin with utmost responsibility.   
     Yankel’s daily routine involved traveling from store to store, connecting with different vendors and merchants to hawk his
wares. It was a cash business that required immense care, constant travel to different cities, and strict attention to detail. As
part of his diamond business, Yankel frequently traveled out of town to conduct transactions. One of his regular stops was in
Detroit, where he frequently did business with a wealthy Armenian merchant named Harry. Known to all as “Harry the
Armenian Goy,” he was a straightforward man who bought large quantities of diamonds from various dealers on 47th Street,
including Yankel. Their professional relationship was built on honesty and efficiency: Yankel would visit Harry’s office,
showcase his selection, and Harry would immediately select what he wanted, paying for the goods in cash right on the spot.   
     During one particular visit to Detroit, Yankel brought a very large selection of diamonds to Harry’s office. After looking
through the goods, Harry chose a large amount of stones, resulting in a very significant transaction total. When they calculated
the exact amount due, Harry piled the cash bills onto the desk along with the remaining loose coins. Wanting to follow his
Rebbe’s teaching about cherishing every single coin, Yankel made sure to include the loose change in the payment. 
    As Harry pushed the stack of bills and coins forward across the desk to pay Yankel, one of the coins suddenly rolled off the
edge and dropped straight underneath the heavy desk. Faced with an awkward situation, Yankel hesitated to crawl under a
client’s desk. Remembering the Rebbe’s lesson about never ignoring a single penny, however, Yankel politely asked Harry if
he could search beneath the desk. Harry readily agreed, and Yankel crawled down into the dusty space underneath. While
reaching around in the dark floor dust, Yankel felt the fallen coin, but his fingers also brushed against another unusual object
right next to it. Curious, he scooped up both items and crawled back out from beneath the desk. Opening his hand, Yankel
revealed the fallen coin alongside a large, magnificent, and highly valuable diamond. He immediately looked at Harry and
suggested that he must have accidentally lost the precious stone under his desk. However, Harry firmly insisted that the
diamond could not possibly be his, stating that he kept meticulous track of every single item in his inventory. Even though
Harry urged him to keep it as a gift, Yankel refused, explaining that he could not accept something that rightfully belonged to
someone else. Unable to resolve whose stone it was, they placed the diamond inside Harry’s safe to wait for its rightful owner.   
    A while later, Yankel was back in his cubicle on 47th Street, listening to the usual background chatter of fellow diamond
dealers discussing their clients and deals. Suddenly, he overheard two colleagues talking about another dealer named Yossel
who was tragically going out of business. Intrigued and concerned, Yankel leaned over to ask why Yossel was failing. His
colleagues explained that Yossel had suffered a devastating loss when he misplaced an extremely valuable stone and could
never recover financially from the blow. Realizing the connection, Yankel immediately called across the room to ask if
Yossel happened to be a patron of Harry the Armenian Goy in Detroit. When his colleagues confirmed that Yossel indeed did
business with Harry, Yankel’s heart skipped a beat. He urged them to have Yossel call Harry immediately to inquire about a
lost stone. Sure enough, Yossel made the call, and it was discovered that the magnificent diamond Yankel had found beneath
the desk belonged entirely to Yossel. Harry joyfully returned the stone to Yossel, allowing him to recover his losses and save
his business. Through this remarkable event, Yankel saw firsthand the profound truth in the Rebbe’s teaching: that every single
penny is sent from Heaven with a purpose, and no act of honesty or care for Hashem’s blessings ever goes to waste.                          
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 /// lk lk orct kt wv rnthu(t-ch)
llllyyyynnnn: Early one morning in Yerushalayim, R’ Yosef Chaim
Sonnenfeld zt”l took a quiet, peaceful stroll. Suddenly, the
tranquil stillness shattered when an angry teenager emerged
from an alleyway and hurled a decayed, rotting orange directly
at the revered sage. While the Rav’s loyal gabbai froze,
appalled by the brazen cruelty and unprovoked humiliation,
his anger instantly dissolved into sheer bewilderment when he
turned to look at R’ Yosef Chaim’s calm reaction.
   The Rav’s face was glowing with radiant joy, while his lips
were whispering fervent words of gratitude to the Heavens. 
   “Rebbe,” the gabbai asked in confusion, “what could there
possibly be to be thankful for in a moment of such disgrace?”
    R’ Yosef Chaim turned his graceful eyes to his attendant. 
 

    “When a person is faced with middas hadin, the best way
to nullify it is to actively find the hidden good within it,” the
Rav explained. “Look at what just happened. Had that boy
chosen to throw a heavy stone, my life would be in grave
danger. Instead, Heaven arranged for him to throw only a
soft, rotten orange. All I suffered was a brief moment of mere
shame and a soiled garment. Isn’t having my life spared
reason enough to joyously thank Hashem?”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Hashem promised Avraham Avinu a blessing upon
leaving his home yet immediately tested him with a
devastating famine in the Land of Canaan. Rather than
complaining, Avraham accepted the hardship with perfect
faith. Avraham understood that maintaining absolute trust in
Hashem’s hidden mercy transforms life’s most challenging
moments into eternal blessings.

      Yeshaya HaNavi points out that not only did Avraham
Avinu strictly adhere to the word of Hashem because it was
the right thing to do, but also “He loved Him dearly.” Chazal
(Sotah 31a) make an interesting remark. Of course,
Avraham’s many actions bespoke his deference for Hashem,
but from where is it derived that Avraham acted out of a
sense of love for Hashem and not out of fear of retribution?

R’ Nachman of Breslov zt”l (Likutei Moharan)
explains that Avraham Avinu’s main character trait was his
love for Hashem - as Yeshaya HaNavi exclaimed, “Avraham
who loved Me (Hashem).” While love can sometimes be
rooted in infatuation, true love transcends everything -
including time itself. Chazal say (Sanhedrin 74a) that a person

is required to sacrifice his life for the sake of Heaven in order
not to commit idolatry. Thus, by allowing himself to be
thrown into the burning fire for his beliefs, Avraham Avinu
set the precedent for all future generations, and demonstrated
his deep love for the Almighty. As a result, Hashem began to
call him by the special title of "hcvut" - “my beloved,” which
demonstrated the reciprocal love that Hashem had for him.

Every generation is faced with its own spiritual perils and
it is easy to simply throw in the towel. However, as the
children of Avraham Avinu, it is our duty to step up and
continue what Avraham started. As a part of our sacred
inheritance, it is imperative to demonstrate the love we have
for Hashem and perform His mitzvos in the best way possible.
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