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entreating him with gifts and words of praise.

Swm3: Hashem told Noach, “Your fear and intimidation
will be cast over all the beasts of the land.” Chazal teach us
that anyone within whom the image of G-d rests in totality

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ”TORAI{” DAY
Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (4)

The Constant Mitzvos. Last week we discussed the six basic
constant mitzvos that a person can fulfill at anytime - possibly all
the time - by focusing and concentrating on them, as was
explained. These main mitzvos are:
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We also quoted from the Sefer Chassidim that there are other

mitzvos that are deemed constant such as:
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An Amazing but Overlooked Fact. The mitzvah of Tefillah
(davening) is termed in the Gemara as a Y277 M) - a Rabbinic
obligation. This refers to the specific schedule of davening three
times a day, and to the defined text of davening. However, when
one davens with Kavana - concentration, feeling and devotion,
believing the words that he is saying, he is also fulfilling many
Torah mitzvos. The very act of concentration and feeling
enthusiastic that he is able to talk directly to his Creator, is a
fulfillment of the mitzvah of Emunah B’Hashem - believing in
Hashem and loving him. In fact, a certain Talmid Chacham once
explained how in most berachos that we recite daily, one can
fulfill all six constant mitzvos within the same beracha.
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instills fear upon the animals, “and no animal attacks
(overcomes) a person unless he appears to the animal as
another animal.” (0P nav). How careful one must always
be to never lose his “Tzelem Elokim” - image of G-d.
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"a" - Here a person gratefully addresses Hashem as the endless
source of all blessings; health, livelihood, and every pleasure a
person has and will ever experience. Thus, when a person has
this thought in mind, he will then love Hashem and thereby
fulfill, every moment, the mitzvah of loving Hashem - the fourth
of the six constant mitzvos.

"nnX’ - By contemplating this word one can fulfill mifzvos 2 and
3 of the six mitzvos. By saying “You” and meaning “Only You,”
a person is declaring that no other power can impact his life other
than Hashem. This is true fulfillment of "7 7o XV (0 ).
"wphn " - This is the clear fulfillment of the mitzvah (number 1)
to believe in the Creator (2 nwaN) and that He monitors and
controls every detail of the Universe.

"obwn 491’ - Here, one fulfills mitzvos 5 and 6 of the above. By
declaring that Hashem is the “King of the World” Who has the
right to make rules that we must keep and not rebel against, he
fulfills the mitzvah of Yiras Hashem (number 5) and ymnn noY'
"DY NN 07237 NN (number 6).

A Halachic Question. Is one permitted to think about Hashem
when he is in the bathroom? R’ Shlomo Kluger ZT”’L in his
now mnon mimi ) holds that one is permitted to think about
Hashem in the bathroom, however, many others argue on him as
listed in Piskei Teshuvos ).
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Sefer Minchas Shmuel (quoted in Maayan Hashavua) writes:
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“I have heard the following: Just as Noach built an ark to save himself, another person in that generation also
built an ark, but he drowned together with his ark during the mabul. Thus says the posuk: 'm TN WY - ‘And only
Noach remained.’ This man wished to save himself like Noach but he drowned. The reason? Because Noach was a
tzaddik; he was not. Noach was commanded to built an ark; he was not. Noach was destined to be saved; he was
destined to be destroyed. We can learn from this a great lesson: Two people can act the same way and do the exact
same things but if Hashem has destined one to succeed and the other to fail, this is the way their lives will turn out.”

Alter from Slabodkah, R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel ZT”’L would say:

“If one sees a boy who comes from a lineage of righteous Torah scholars stealing an apple from an apple cart, you
should know that his misguided ways did not happen overnight but was derived over time. How so? Most likely, his
grandfather, the righteous and pious Jew, did have a streak of pride and conceit which he hid in a cloak of humility, a
manifestation of nyT na) (intellectual theft). His son, the boy’s father, was also a scholar, but he would steal Chiddushei
Torah and pass it off as his own. Now, after two generations of theft in his genes, this boy has come to be a thief as well.”

A Wise Man would say:
“If it were not for injustice, no man would ever know the true meaning of justice.”

1.888.536.7427
WIVWISRAELEOOKSHOPPLUBLICATIONS. COM




07330 2 j O .3V FTwID
(R-M)I3 MINFT 23D Byu o 1opn mm5 WIND T AN A

It was Friday afternoon, and the Jewish residents of of Pressburg, Czechoslovakia, were winding down their Shabbos
preparations. The food was cooked, the children bathed, and it was now time for the men to begin heading out to the great
synagogue for the special Friday night prayers. As the great Rav of Pressburg, R Moshe Sofer ZT”’L (Chasam Sofer)
put on his rabbinic coat and stepped through the doorway of his home, he instinctively placed his right hand on the
mezuzah to kiss it, as he was careful to do whenever he walked through a door.

This time, however, as he placed his hand on the mezuzah, he paused for what seemed like quite a while and appeared
to be deep in thought. His attendant and family members watched him curiously, and just as they were about to ask him
why he had paused by the mezuzah, the Chasam Sofer spun around and hurried back into his inner study chamber where
he kept his wallet and valuables. The onlookers continued to watch as he opened his pouch and removed some coins.

“Here. Take this money,” the Chasam Sofer said to his attendant, holding out exactly eleven gold Thaler coins. “Run,
quickly and deliver these coins. Do not tell the recipient who sent these coins - and then come right back!”

The Chasam Sofer then told him the name and address of the person to whom the coins should be delivered. The
attendant did not hesitate or question his master’s command and sprinted off to fulfill his duty. Within minutes, he arrived
at the address and found the young man to whom the Chasam Sofer had referred to standing in the street amidst a heap of
clothing and furniture. Without another thought, the attendant handed him the money, wished him a good Shabbos and ran
off in the direction he came. He met the Chasam Sofer along the way, and together they walked to shul.

Minutes after Shabbos ended the following evening, found the young man seeking out the attendant who had brought
him the money the day before. “Please tell me,” he begged, “who sent you with this money yesterday afternoon?”’

Of course, the attendant refused to divulge his secret benefactor and told him that he was not authorized to tell. “Well, I
must know,” said the man excitedly, “for if it wasn’t an angel sent from heaven who directed you to me, then you surely
possess Ruach Hakodesh (Divine Spirit) to have known what absolutely no one could have known!”

The attendant’s curiosity was piqued and the young man explained. “I am a student in the yeshivah here in Pressburg
and like many other students, I rent a room in town. Unfortunately, I do not always have the means to pay my rent and for
quite a few months now, I have been stalling my landlord with excuses. When I do come into a bit of money, I pay her
what I can but it is not nearly enough to cover my debt. As of yesterday afternoon, I was in arrears in the amount of eleven
gold Thalers and my poor landlord was at her wit’s end. The fact of the matter is, she is almost as poor as I am and when
she came to my room in the afternoon demanding that I pay her what I owe, she was frantic. She did not even have enough
money to buy candles for Shabbos and she blamed it all on me. I tried to come up with some excuse but she wasn’t having
any of it. ‘Get out,’” she finally told me, ‘and take your stuff with you!””

The young man’s eyes were shining with the recollection. “I begged her to let me stay just a few more days, that I was
expecting money from a relative. Instead of allowing me to stay, she grabbed my few belongings and threw them out the
door. ‘I could have rented this room to someone who would pay me what he is supposed to,” she screamed. ‘Now, all
because of you, I don’t even have a few pennies to buy candles for the holy Shabbos!” With that, she broke down in tears,
but not before throwing me out and slamming the door, leaving me and my possessions stranded out in the street.”

“What can I tell you?” said the young man smiling. “At that exact moment, you showed up and handed me eleven Thalers!
It was like money falling from Heaven! You should have seen the look of pure joy on my landlord’s face when I gave her the
money!” His smile faded and he looked suddenly anxious. “But now, my dear man, I must know. Who was the angel who

sent you at that exact moment?” The attendant smiled inwardly. His Re be
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possessed Ruach Hakodesh! —
(: r:) 1:1 =) bW'l
Swn: The governor of Sali, where Chacham Chayim ben
Attar ZT”’L (Ohr HaChayim) lived, was marrying off his
daughter. The entire family bought expensive clothing and
sent them to Chacham Chayim, a master weaver, to weave
gold threads into the material. But he refused saying, “T have
already earned enough money for my livelihood this month
and now I must devote the rest of the month to Torah study.”
They explained that the wedding was a few short weeks
away but he still refused the job, and returned to his studies.
The governor was incensed and sent the Chacham a dire

not be an actual angel but he clearly
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warning that if he does not accept the job he will be cast into
a den of lions. The Ohr HaChayim ignored the warning and
continued learning. The governor’s henchmen eventually
took him from his home and pushed him into the lion’s den.
A miracle occurred and the lions formed a circle around
him, watching and listening as he sang chapters of Tehillim in
a sweet, pleasant voice. Everyone was amazed and even the
governor came to see with his own eyes. As soon as he
looked into the den, he ordered that Chacham Chayim be
lifted from the lion’s den. He begged the rabbi for forgiveness

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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At the funeral of the Ponovezher Rav, R’ Yosef Shlomo
Kahaneman ZT”’L, one of the maspidim (eulogists) spoke
and compared the life of the deceased to that of Noach in the
days of the flood. R’ Shmuel Rozovsky ZT”’L explained
that Hashem specifically told Noach and his family to leave
the ark. The Medrash teaches that Noach reasoned: Just as |
entered the ark only after I was told to do so, so must I exit
it only when I am told to do so. Had Noach not been so
instructed by Hashem to leave he would have remained in
there indefinitely for since he had been instructed to enter
the ark, those instructions would remain in force unless and
until he received instructions to the contrary.

R’ Shmuel then provided a further explanation of
Noach’s actions. Before the flood, Hashem needed to
instruct Noach to enter the ark, not once but twice. The first
time was when Hashem told him, “I will establish My
covenant with you, and you shall enter the ark.” (ro-)) Later
on, Hashem once again tells Noach, “Come you and your
family to the ark.” (x-). Why indeed was this repetition
necessary? It was because Noach could not bring himself to
turn his back on an entire world that he knew was about to
perish. Their fate was sealed; Noach was distraught; and
thus Hashem had to reinforce his command a second time
to enter the ark and leave the world to its fate. When the
flood was over, Noach knew that a destroyed world was
waiting for him outside, and he couldn’t bring himself to step
out into such a world. Only when Hashem directed Noach
to leave the ark did he have the strength to face up to it.

In much the same way, the Ponovezher Rav knew first-
hand of the great loss Klal Yisroel had suffered during the
Holocaust and the destroyed world waiting outside. Perhaps
what gave him strength was that he felt he had a mission, to
rebuild Jewry and to rebuild Torah from the ruins. This
enabled him to be active long into his very old age.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGITS
ON THE WEECKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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After the waters of the flood receded and the world

began to spring back to life, Hashem informed Noach that
he is now permitted to eat food that was previously
forbidden to him. Rashi writes: “I (Hashem) did not permit
Adam Harishon to eat meat, only produce of the field. To you
(Noach), not only the produce that I abandoned (1 pon) for
Adam Harishon, to you I have given everything.” Rashi
employs the curious expression of "M pan" - “Abandoned,”
to describe the way He gave Adam his food, whereas to
Noach, Hashem said nmY' - “I have given.”

R’ Zundel Kroizer Shlit’a (Ohr Hachama) provides a
unique understanding based on the words of the gemara
(N mo73): “Rav Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel:
Whoever derives benefit from this world without first
reciting a blessing is regarded as if he has derived benefit
from the consecrated property (¢1pn2 2¥1m) of G-d.” Since
the entire world belongs to the Creator, one who makes use
of it without proper attribution is benefiting improperly. In
the case of Adam Harishon, Hashem allowed him to eat
from the produce in the fields and did not allow him to eat
from the flesh of animals. Since Hashem left it for Adam to
take, this removed him from the possibility of w1pna Sym -
benefiting from the property of Hashem without permission.

For Noach, however, it was quite different. The Torah
tells us that immediately after exiting the ark, Noach built
an altar (Nn2w0) and sacrificed animals to Hashem, as a means
of giving thanks to Hashem for saving him and his family.
Hashem accepted these sacrifices - “Hashem smelled the
pleasant smell (of his korbonos)” - and was pleased with
Noach. Thus, rather than “abandon” food and allow Noach
to partake from it, He “gave” him sustenance and rewarded
Noach with the means and ability to eat not only from the
produce and vegetables, but even from the flesh of the
animals that he worked so diligently to rescue.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT sHHLOMO
LTI M DDA P N M MmN
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The waters of the flood are called "y »" - waters of Noach, as if he was respon31ble for thern Chazal tell us that indeed
Noach was held accountable for the mabul because he did not intercede on behalf of the wicked people to try and save them. It
is true that Noach was a 1zaddik, but there is a vast difference between one who is a righteous only for himself and his own
interests - a “tzaddik in peltz” (a righteous man in a fur coat) as the expression goes - and one who truly cares about others.

One may wonder, if the Torah calls Noach "p>18 ¥ then it would seem to be ok to be righteous without truly considering
the needs of others. However, Hashem is teaching us that there are different levels of greatness that people can achieve. We are
introduced to Noach, who was a tzaddik in his generation. This is the first step to righteousness. It is "wNy> OTX 2" - between
man and himself. A person must examine his own actions and be the best Jew he can. But then he must climb higher, like
Avraham Avinu who treated everyone as though they were family. Avraham was called “Avinu” because he truly cared for the
needs of others like a father cares for his children. He was the epitome of kindness "y»an> DT~ 2" - between man and his
fellow man. However, there is a level of greatness that is even beyond that, the exalted level of the greatest prophet of all time,
Moshe Rabbeinu, the master and teacher of the Jewish people. He achieved a level of "0yp1n5 0N 2" - a relationship between
man and Hashem that was the epitome of greatness in all three. Moshe was the tzaddik of all generations, not just his own.

Let us remember that there are many rungs on the ladder towards greatness in Avodas Hashem. The goal is to keep climbing!_




