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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (62)
Laws of Halva’ah (Loans) (cont). The mitzvah of halva’ah is
not just with money (1), but also with items that are used once and
a different item is returned in its place, like food or disposables.
However, an item that is returned like a lawnmower, is not the
specific mitzvah of halva’ah but rather the general mitzvah of
chessed and has some halachic differences. Certainly if one
lends seforim, it is a great merit about which it states @ “His
charity [merit] will last forever” as explained in the Gemara 3).
Small Payments. The Gemara @) says that if one borrows 100
zuz and pays back one zuz at a time, it is called a payment, but
the lender has a legitimate gripe because when money is given
back in small amounts it gets spent on trivialities, as compared to
a large lump sum which is saved for important things. From here
the Chofetz Chaim ¢5) says that one is not obligated to lend if that
is the only way to get paid. Going beyond the letter of the law and
out of brotherhood, it is preferable to even lend in such a case.
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Statement to Lend. If one assures someone else that he will lend
him money, he may not back out even if it was only a verbal
commitment. Since it is a mirtzvah to lend, it is like a kabbalah
lidvar mitzvah for which one is not permitted to back out ). The
Ran () explains that this is based on the following din @): If one
says he will do something it is not an oath unless he says “I
swear” or “I promise.” If he says, “T will give $100 to charity,” it
is considered a promise/oath and he cannot back out. This goes for
any mitzvah. In Nesiv Hachesed 9 he explains that this goes only
for a poor person, long or short-term loan, or a not poor person
for a short-term loan. However, if the person is not poor and
needs a long-term loan, there is no specific mitzvah to lend him,
just the general mitzvah of chessed on which a statement is not a
neder. Still one should keep his word and not back out if another is
counting on him. If a more important loan to a more needy person
comes up, many hold that he could back out (10. If he says he will
start g GMACH or set aside money for it, he cannot back out.
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s s 8a-b max 57w - How does a o do nynp? Rava answers; wyn »xnp1o” - like the way people scoop things up. »"w explains,
the yn> uses all of his fingers when he scoops up the flour. »ax asks on xa from a braisa that calls the finger next to the pinky the nx»p,
Rashi explains because it's from that finger that the scoop starts from when doing a nxnp. We see that the n¥»np wasn't done with all the
fingers. The Gemara clarifies that %21 means the yno scoops it up using the 3 middle fingers, by closing them around his palm first and then
pushing his hand into the nij, he then levels off the bottom with his pinky finger and the top with his thumb, so there is nothing overflowing
out of his closed hand. The entire > must be within his fingers and not overflowing (yman).

The Gemara also brings a X that xaa 1 says b Nowwa”, that a nyonp is done, sw»NoxnpToie.: with all the fingers.

The ©"a14 I'» "9 TN NWYN] paskens: "o 93 7115 iy, ie: with all the fingers, like x99 2. The 1wn qoa quotes opp 90
who says: mnnb v - Why doesn't the ©"131 pasken to use the 3 fingers for nxonp like the Gemara seems to conclude from the braisa that it
brings as a o to X177 It seems the 0" is paskening like x99 '4? Furthermore, how can N99 ' even argue against a clear xma? The
mwn qoo answers that from the fact 899 3 makes a statement of b xwa”, since he is a nxama he must know that this xm»a is a
NNwawn xmInn and not from aopen M & xon . This is why the om0 paskens like him. o > points out, that the o"anin wywe
nmwnn explains nynp like he does above and adds that we should delete the words, mwipn mmayn nnx w.*2"¢ that the 0”21 does not
address the excess of the nxmip and how the yn> should remove it. The 93 in Chiddushim learns: when the Gemara says mwino dON, i.e.:
that the yn> uses his pinky and thumb to smooth out the Ny, this must be done while his hand is still in the ¥55 by the ninp. Because once
his hand is out, the 1 is considered completed and it's too late to correct it and take off the extra.

The Gemara [vo n>n]. relates: When yon came to get »>7 to put him on the king's horse and lead him through the town, he found
»571 teaching his ©non the halachos of nxnp. Rashi brings, that day was yo» v'v the day the myn nnn is normally brought, so
"7 was learning with them xmw sy, When s saw yan approaching, he wrapped himself in his ywbv and started davening. yon then
asked the b, what are you learning? They answered: o»p wpnn maw yxa, one who donates a nnan, brings a nv1o bw vy, that's
what we were leaming. The N"w9nm asks: Why did the ©mnbn switch and discuss a naTy nnan if they were being N7 »ya pow which
was a yn nrun? He answers, they were showing yan that even from a ©57aw 57 127 we are able to achieve n195 and being pow in

the yay is compared to bringing it. So, we are achieving n195 and will be saved from you. 2 1M (3) 30 DN (2) 3N TON NINN 590 (1)
AW TV N
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R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson z¢’l (Likutei Sichos) would say: ToN TP 560 1P BN 90 oon Y
“025 mn wnnn' - Unlike the secular calendar, the Jewish calendar follows the lunar system. To make up the difference
of close to 11 days, we have a leap year which serves as a reminder that everyone has an opportunity to make up for what
he has failed to accomplish in the past. Furthermore, just as the leap year not only makes up for the deficiency, but provides
an “advance” on the future, a Jew must also intensify his efforts in his service of Hashem and store up additional merits.”

A Wise Man would say: “Unfortunately, I had a terrible education. I attended a school for emotionally disturbed teachers.”
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While he was in Dachau, a Jew who was being taken to his death suddenly flung a small bag at Judah Wallis. He caught
it, thinking it might contain a piece of bread. Upon opening it, however, he was disturbed to discover a pair of zefillin. Judah
was very frightened because he knew that were he to be caught carrying zefillin, he would be put to death instantly. So he hid
the tefillin under his shirt and in the morning, just before the appel [roll call], while still in his bunkhouse, he put on the fefillin.
Unexpectedly, a German officer appeared. He ordered him to remove the zefillin and noted the number on Judah’s arm.

At the appel, in front of thousands of silent Jews, the officer called out Judah’s number and he had no choice but to step
forward. The German officer waved the fefillin in the air and said, “Dog! I sentence you to death by public hanging for
wearing these.” Judah was placed on a stool and a noose was placed around his neck. Before he was hanged, the officer said
in a mocking tone, “Dog, what is your last wish?”’ Judah replied instantly: “To wear my fefillin one last time.”

The officer was dumfounded. He handed Judah the tefillin. As Judah put them on, he recited the verses that are said while
the fefillin are being wound around the fingers: NN > PRAYINY DN TOND LAVND PN D PHYINY DOWD P PIVINY
"1 IR Ny - I will betroth you to me forever and I will betroth you to me with righteousness and with justice and with
kindness and with mercy and I will betroth you to me with fidelity, and you shall know G-d.”

The entire camp was forced to watch this Jew, with a noose around his neck wearing fefillin on his head and arm, as they |}

awaited his impending hanging. Even women from the adjoining camp were lined up at the barbed wire fence that separated
them from the men’s camp, forced to watch this horrible sight. Judah turned to look at the silent crowd. He saw tears in many
people’s eyes. Even at that moment, as he was about to be hanged, he was shocked. Jews were crying! How was it possible
that they still had tears left to shed? And for a stranger? Where were those tears coming from? Impulsively, in Yiddish, he
called out, “Yidden, do not cry. I am the victor. Don’t you understand, I am the winner!”

The German officer understood the Yiddish and was infuriated. He grabbed the noose off of Judah’s neck and screamed,
“You dog, you think you are the winner? Hanging is too good for you. You are going to get another kind of death.”

Judah was taken from the stool and forced into a squatting position. Two huge rocks were placed under his arms. Then he
was told that he would be receiving 25 lashes to his head - the head on which he had dared to position his fefillin. The officer
told him that if he dropped even one rock, he would be shot immediately. The officer laughed and advised him, “Do yourself
afavor. Drop the rocks now. You will never survive 25 lashes to the head. Nobody ever does.”

Somewhere close to the 25th lash, Judah lost consciousness and was left for dead. The crowd of Yidden were ordered to
move on and his body was dragged over to a pile of corpses, after which he would have been burned in a ditch. Suddenly,
another Jew saw him, shoved him to the side, and covered his head with a rag so people didn’t realize he was still breathing.
Eventually, after he recovered consciousness fully, he crawled to the nearest bunkhouse that was on raised piles and hid under
it until he was strong enough to come out under his own power. Two months later he was liberated.

During the hanging and beating episode, a 17-year-old girl had been watching the events from the women’s side of the
fence. She cried like everyone else, and was amazed at the strength of character of a man slated for death, who refused to give
in. After liberation, she found her way to Judah. She walked over to him and said, “I’ve lost everyone and everything. I don’t
want to be alone any more. I saw what you did that day when the officer wanted to hang you. Will you marry me?”
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In Parshas Bo we are gifted with the Yom Tov of Rosh Chodesh, and the power to proclaim it through Kiddush

"C, Hachodesh. As Chodesh Shevat commenced this week it would be appropriate to mention some timely divrei hisorerus.

In his sefer Ohr Gedalyahu, the great Rosh Yeshivah of Torah Vodaas, R’ Gedalya Schorr z¢’l, cites from the n»¥n 990

R that each chodesh has its own unique letter and inyan. Regarding Chodesh Shevat, he says "noy2a's mx Ponn". He crowned

the letter "¥" to rule over the consumption of food - eating. R’ Schorr explains that Shevat is a time to do teshuva, and utilize

=% (he letter "¥" which stands for 778 - righteousness, and DWN - austerity, over our base instincts. Hashem created humans with

desires for certain things; e.g. eating, living well and procreating. A yid though has to elevate all of these base desires to a holy

& | level, bringing nachas and ©w 1> to N"apn even while engaging in these normal human activities.

He then quotes posukim from the beginning of Devarim: "nmnn NN IN1..YTNI TN WIN WY NWYL MY YA ™. Shevat

is the eleventh month, the month reserved for bettering one’s self, Moshe, davka then, elucidated the Torah showing clearly
"C, that one eitzah to properly control your impulses is through limud HaTorah. As Chazal say "p2an 7112 51N ¥ I8 NN

If all our actions would be guided by the Torah through plumbing its depths, we would be easily able to navigate the

%] vicissitudes of life. There is a pshat quoted in a previous Machsheves, on the Chazal "nmn> ©ny nyap", which says that the

word oy is referring to all the ©ny listed in N5n{ and should be refined and developed through the lens of the nn.
With tremendous siyata dishmaya may we be mechazek ourselves this chodesh. And may Hashem recognize our extra

\,:!A, effort and shower each and every indivjdual in Klal Yisroel with myriad beracha, simchos, refuos and yeshuos!
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¢ ’ Yom: One bright day, a once-successful businessman who
| had fallen into deep debt and spiraling depression, was asked

by his wife to deliver a small food package to their son at his
Yeshivah in Jerusalem. As the man approached the building,
the Mashgiach happened to meet him outside. To avoid

(t disturbing the boys inside, the father handed over the

package. As the father turned to leave, the Mashgiach called

'l out, “Are you a taxi driver, or the father of this boy?”

When he replied that he was the father, the Mashgiach’s

"G face lit up. “Amazing!” he exclaimed. “This entire Yeshivah
¥ could have been created just for your son! You have a

diamond - a precious young man beyond description. I don’t

~¥m] know what you and your wife did to merit such a son!”

Those generous, unprompted words were exactly what the

father needed. The heavy cloud of depression lifted instantly.
It became clear to him that that while he had lost his
wealth, his greatest investment had already yielded a fortune
he had simply forgotten to count. This newfound clarity
transformed his perspective. Reinvigorated by a sense of
pride and purpose, he returned to his affairs with new energy,
and his business situation soon turned around for the better.
Ywn3: The lesson of our exodus from Mitzrayim is so
profound that the more we study it and analyze it, the more
reinvigorated we become to our service to Hashem. It is
precisely for this reason that the commandment of Sippur
Yetzias Mitzrayim, “telling the story of Mitzrayim,” doesn’t
just conclude in one’s heart; one must also give it over to the
next generation. One must reiterate the story of Mitzrayim for
himself with as much excitement as he is able to muster until
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it spills over to his surroundings!
2N

The first mitzvah given to the Jewish people as a nation is the mitzvah of Kiddush HaChodesh, that Beis Din must sanctify

Judah agreed and they went to the Klausenberger Rebbe z#”’I and requested that he perform the marriage ceremony. The

Rebbe, whose Kiddush Hashem is legendary, wrote out a kesubah [which the family still has today] by hand from memory |
and married the couple. They ultimately made Aliya and rebuilt their lives in the Holy Land. (R’,Yosef Wallis, Aish.com)
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In the years leading up to the Jewish people’s exile to
Bavel, the Nation of Egypt had ruled the world for centuries
but as Nevuchadnetzar and his army rose to power,
Yirmiyahu HaNavi predicted that Egypt’s demise was
inevitable. Interestingly, the Babylonians were not clean of
sin at all. In fact, Yirmiyahu even referred to Nevuchadnetzar
derisively as ‘“Nevuchadretzar” because of his eventual
destruction of Israel. Thus, since both the Egyptians and
Babylonians committed horrendous atrocities to the nations
of the world, in what merit did the Babylonians “receive
clearance” from Hashem to replace Egypt as the world
power when they were no better than the Egyptians?

R’ Mordechai Gifter zt”’I (Pirkei Torah) explains that the

difference between the two nations lay in their beliefs. Egypt
lacked the basic belief in Hashem’s power and abilities and
sought to contest Hashem at every turn. Since obviously no
one can hold a candle to Hashem, the Egyptians ultimately
caused their own self-destruction which imploded their
kingdom. However, Chazal explain that Babylon had a very
different approach to the Master of The World. Although
their conceit eventually led to their own destruction,
Nevuchadnetzar and his people believed that their rise to
fame and power was a result of a decision of a higher rule.

Though at first, they didn’t actually recognize Hashem as
that higher authority, Nevuchadnetzar eventually came to that
basic understanding and Hashem rewarded him for that.

x| and establish the new month through the testimony of witnesses who saw the new moon. This mitzvah signifies the Jewish

"I people’s control over time, and establishes that the calendar is determined not by celestial cycles but by the declaration of the

.| Beis Din. Indeed, the Gemara says that even when Beis Din made a mistake, and was mekadesh the new month in error, the
'| calendar follows their decision. However, this quality of being “above time” has an added layer of meaning.

The Chasam Sofer z#”’l explains that the moon symbolizes the Jewish people, who wax and wane throughout history. By

3 | granting us the authority to sanctify the month, Hashem taught us that even in times of diminishment, we possess the power to
=¥%] defy despair and find the strength to redouble our efforts to succeed. In this sense we are truly “above time.”

But how do we tap into this koach? From where do we get this strength? Perhaps the answer lies in the zechus that allowed

%8 us to leave Mitzrayim in the first place - "oNe» 12 12" - the fact that we are Hashem'’s beloved children. As such, we never

lose hope that in whatever situation arises, Hashem will always be there to help his Yiddishe kinder. This is the koach that is

rt, mechazek us always to push through whatever challenges or low moments we may be experiencing and get closer to our Father
R ;"",x in Heaven. Notably, the letters of Parashas Bo (X2) also form the word av (aN), Father. For it was Hashem’s fatherly love for
*] us that enabled us to climb out of the depraved morass that was Mitzrayim and merit the geulah, the redemption from bondage.

Such is the power of a Father’s love for His son that it can empower him so much as to extract him from the deepest depths

A of tumah and raise him up to the most sublime heights. This is our relationship with Hakadosh Boruch Hu.

May we all be zoche to feel Hashem’s deep love for us, and take chizuk in the fact that we have a Tatte who loves us and

| wants us so much to succeed, and through that, to taka be mischazek and shteig vaiyter in Torah and avodah.




