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We learn in this Parshah, the laws and Halachos of the Korban
Pesach. Four days before the Korban Pesach, the head of each household
selected the animal he intended to offer. For the next four days he would
examine it meticulously for blemishes or imperfections. On the surface,
this seems puzzling: Wouldn't it be enough to examine the animal on the
day of the Shechitah or, at most, a day before? Why the need for this
early and seemingly extra preparation?

Says Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser Shlit"a, the answer lies in our
reverence for Mitzvos. When Succos comes around, we search for our
Esrog early, examing and re-examining it because the Mitzvah is so
precious to us. So too, was the conduct with regard to the Korban Pesach.
It wasn't enough to scrutinize the animal in the hours prior to the
Shechitah. The careful inspection began four days earlier and lasted for
an extended period of time. This preparation demonstrated the love that
the Bnei Yisroel had for this Mitzvah.
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The Melachah of carrying into a ©>270 M or four amos within a
public domain, is accomplished through an act that consists of three
segments: 1) NPy - taking the object from it's original place. 2) N12ayn -
conveying it out of the domain or four amos within a public domain. 3)
7NN - setting it down in it's new place. XNN»1NTN - under Biblical law,
the actual Melachah consists of doing all three segments, for otherwise
the act is considered incomplete. This does not mean that in order to
transgress the prohibition one must lift the object from it's original place
on the ground and set it down on the ground in it's new place. If a
stationary person was holding an object and he began to walk with it, he
is deemed to have taken it from it's original place, and if he later stopped
walking, he is deemed to have brought it to rest in a new place. However,

if he neither stopped nor set it dqwn he has not cornplct_gd the Melachah.
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Reform "Rabbi" asked where he was going. "A Rebbi once took his
young students out on a field trip. As a word of advice, he told them, 'If
you see a dog heading your way, do not be afraid and panic. Just say the
Possuk ") 27 XN N2 DX 92 930V - On the children of Israel no
dog shall whet his tongue, and the dog will not bother you anymore.' No
sooner had the Rebbi finished telling this over, when a pack of wild dogs
began running right at them. Immediately, the Rebbi turned and ran with
the children in tow until they made it to a safer area and the danger of the
dogs had passed."

"After a moment, a number of the children approached their Rebbi
and demanded to know why he turned and ran, seconds after telling them
to say the Possuk of 7 191 5w )1 939y, so that the dogs should not
harm them. 'My children, you are right,' said the Rebbi, 'But what could I
do but turn and run when the dogs do not even give me time to recite a
Possuk!" The Maggid got up and walked out as the stunned Reform
Rabbi got the hint.
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Rashi explains that it was a darkness of oblivion in Egypt for three
days, so that one person could not see another. In addition, there were
three more days of darkness twice as thick, so that no man was able to
rise from his place: He who sat could not stand up, while he who stood
could not sit down. The Sforno explains, it was a darkness that was felt.

The Chiddushei Hari"m, R' Yitzchok Meir of Gur ZT"L
expounds: The worst darkness is that blindness in which one person will
"not see another" - refusing to look upon his friend's misery and offer to
help him. Such a person will be incapable of "rising from his place" - to
grow and develop as a human being.

The Medrash states that the Twn - the darkness, which enveloped the
Land of Egypt, was as thick as a golden Dinar. Henceforth we learn that
the pursuit of the golden Dinar, makes men selfish so that they become
unwilling and unable to "see" others and "rise" to serve their needs.
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In Eastern Europe, during the mid-1700's, the famed Rov and Ba'al
Darshan, R' Yaakov Kranz ZT"L, otherwise known as the Dubner
Maggid, would travel from city to city speaking to the townspeople and
exhorting them to do Teshuva, usually in his trademark style of relating
DYown - parables that fit each situation to help get his point across.
He was once in a town, when he was approached by the head of a
Reform synagogue who had heard of the Maggid's reputation as a
profound speaker, and requested to deliver a speech for his congregation.
There was one condition, though: "Please understand, that our synagogue
members are not accustomed to hearing harsh words of Ethics, with
repeated quotations from the Bible and scriptures. It is important when
you speak, not to draw from any Possukim or Biblical sources, for the
people have no interest in listening to such things!"
The Dubner Maggid stood up and prepared to leave. "Let me tell you
a Moshul so that I will make myself perfectly clear," he said, after the




