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Sy R’ Yisroel explained. “This Queen, whose sole
objective is to prevent distress from her one and only son, is
not concerned about the anticipated, expected everyday
distresses he will encounter. However, You, Hashem, Your
mercies are apparent even in such circumstances, as Chazal

tell us (sv p>w): “What is the extent of yissurim? Even if a
man puts his hand into his pocket to take out three coins, and
he only takes out two coins.” This tiny, minimal
inconvenience is considered ‘Yissurim’ which will cleanse a
sinful Jew from sins that he has transgressed.”

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

"9 4305 1 o - The Greatest Mltzvah of All (67)
Learning Dikduk (Hebrew Grammar). Last week we
explained some of the Dikduk rules that can change the meaning
of a word when said impropetly, including "1p" (vowelling),
and the laws of "n»n & Nw”, the pronounced and silent shva. The
third rule is "»y>m y51", and when a person should stress the
last syllable of a word or stress an earlier syllable in the word.
This is very relevant rule: In Krias Shema, there are six
examples of this, and in Birchas HaTorah, here are two.

Examples in Krias Shema. As per above, there are a number of
words in Krias Shema which, if the wrong syllable is stressed, it
can alter the meaning of a word. The word "nanNY" in the first
parsha should be pronounced with a stress on the last syllable,
under the letter "»". The reason is because, the word "nanN" with
a stress on the second syllable, means “you have loved,” in the
past tense. When we add a "y to the word, it can be for one of two
reasons: To add the word, “And ...” However, it still remains in
past tense, “And you have loved,” and therefore the stress stays in
the same place. Or, the ™" can be added to change the word to
future tense, “And you shall love,” which is the true meaning of
the posuk in this case. Then, the stress shifts to the last syllable of
the word. The same is true for the following words in Shema:
"N127Y" in the first parsha, "N258 NOONY" in the second parsha
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and "mN” in the third parsha. In all these, the correct meaning is
in future tense - “And you shall speak,” “And you shall eat,” “And
you shall say” - with a stress on the last syllable. Technically, the
word "nyavy’ which comes right after "noon", should also be the
same, however, this word is an exception to the rule. The reason is
because at the end of a sentence or phrase, it is hard to stress the last
syllable, so we push back the stress (X »©) on the syllable
before. Another example in Krias Shema is in the word "nn»' in
the second parsha, where stressing the last syllable puts it into
future tense. In all of these, the correct stress is on the last syllable.
In Birchas HaTorah. In the word, "1992 (7070 »27 NN, the
correct pronunciation is to stress the second syllable and not the
last one. Then, it appropriately translates as “in our mouths.”
However, if one were to put the stress on the last syllable, it
would then change the meaning to, “when we cleaned out,”
which is obviously not the correct intention. However, in “Al
HaNissim” on Chanukah, when we say, "7920 NN w9y’ there
it clearly does mean, “we cleaned out the Heichal,” and one
should place the stress on the last syllable. Also, in Birchas
HaTorah, when one say, "wa (902 9wN)", he should stress the
first syllable, which means, “us,” and not the last syllable, which
means, “they built.” We will explain next week iy”H if mistakes
in these pronunciations invalidate Krias Shema or not.

see W TV NRYT
Chacham Rabbeinu Yosef Chayim of Baghdad (Ben Ish Chai) would say:

“On Purim we gave a Machatzis Hashekel, and this week’s parsha begins with this mitzvah. Each person is required to
give the same size coin; the wealthy shouldn’t give more, the poor may not give less. There is a hint here to a general
attitude one must have in mitzvah performance. A wealthy man, not in money, but one who is wealthy in mitzvos, should
not increase. His ego should not increase and become inflated because compared to the greatness of Hashem he is nothing.
The poor, not in money but in mitzvos, should not decrease. He should not feel sad or rejected due to his low performance,
because that is the strategy of the yetzer hara to make us feel sad. He should do the mitzvos with joy, with a drive to excel.”

R’ Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky z¢” (Steipler Gaon) would say:

Yehoshua bin Nun became great in Torah because he never left the
‘Ohel’ of Torah. There was no ‘bein hazmanim’ when he went off on vacation. Some bachurim think
that this is a time of hefker, but I know personally many Torah scholars who became Gedolim through
using their vacation time wisely. For two reasons: One, a person gets more siyata d’shmaya when he
learns at a time that others don’t. Two, one can learn whatever he wants and broaden his mind in Torah.”

“ONND TINN Y XD M 12 Y’ -

A Wise Man would say:

“Change your opinions, keep to your principles; change your leaves, keep to your roots.”
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Hashem wants you

Mazel Tovto Avraham Alter Kurz on his Bar
Mitzvah and to the Kurz & Hechtfamilies. May he
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According to Chassidic tradition, when the Vilna Gaon z¢” passed away in 1797 (5558), his soul was transmigrated
into a baby boy who was born two years later, who went on to become the holy Rebbe of Kaminka, R’ Shalom Halevi
Rosenfeld z#’l. In his youth, R’ Shalom studied Torah from some of the greatest Torah sages in Poland and at the tender
age of nine, he had already completed the whole Talmud and was known as an incredible prodigy. Many prominent rabbis
were amazed at his brilliance and his father took him to visit the Chozeh of Lublin z¢” who described the child as the
“Chacham of the generation” and even invited him to partake in “shrayim” from his plate when he was still a youngster.

When his son, R’ Yeshiele (Yehoshua) of Kaminka z¢#”’l did a shidduch with the Sanzer Rav z¢”’l, funds for the
wedding and the young couple were in short supply (it was well-known that the Sanzer Rav was a poor man), and R’
Yeshiele himself was forced to go out and collect money. He traveled to numerous cities in Poland and Galicia, and even
went as far as the Austro-Hungarian empire. In one Hungarian city, he arrived at the home of a Jewish Graf (count) who
was exceedingly wealthy. The man asked him what he was collecting for and when he found out that it was for the
wedding of the grandson of R’ Shalom of Kaminka, he became visibly excited. Instantly, he went to his desk and pulled
out 600 gulden (an enormous amount in those days) and handed it to R’ Yeshiele. Speechless for a moment, R* Yeshiele
finally managed to ask the Graf why he gave him so much money. There must be a story behind this - and there was.

The Graf turned to R’ Yeshiele and said, “Look around you. All that you see here is due to the greatness of your father,
R’ Shalom Rosenfeld of Kaminka.” He paused to gauge the look of shock on R’ Yeshiele’s face. “Let me explain. When
you were a small child - three years old perhaps - you became very sick. The disease progressed and the doctors had just
about given up hope for your recovery. I lived in Kaminka at the time and I was in your father’s house quite often. In fact,
I was his shamash at times in my youth. I will never forget that day, when your father heard the report. He immediately
stood up and went to the mikvah by himself. When he returned, he asked to see the potions and medications that the
doctors had prescribed for you. I showed him the medicine and he told the members of the family, to take all the potions
and pour them under the bed of the sick patient. They did not ask questions and at once, they poured out all the medicine
under your bed. Within a few short hours, a noticeable change took place and soon you made a complete recovery.”

The Graf’s eyes glistened as he recalled the memory. “When I was a young man, I traveled to a number of cities on
business and other personal matters. In one city, I heard people talking in the street about a rich man whose daughter was
quite ill. Doctors had been trying any and all treatments available but it was to no avail. Nothing seemed to be working.
The rich man was overly distraught and had announced that if anyone can figure out how to heal his daughter, he would
give up all his worldly possessions and give it over to that person. Well, I was young and ambitious, and I recalled what I
had seen your father do when you were sick. I went to the rich man’s house and said that I think I know what to do to heal
his daughter. I asked him to show me all the medications, pills and potions that his daughter had been taking and he
quickly brought them to me. I went into the girl’s room and took all the potions and spilled them out under the bed of the
sick patient. Then, with a prayer to Heaven I quickly added the following words: " 19 1319 >T PN PR W PN ONN D'OUIN"
"NV 12 OOV (“All that I am doing is included with the intentions of R’ Shalom ben Yenta.”).

“Would you believe it? It didn’t take more than a few minutes and suddenly, the rich man’s daughter opened her eyes.
She asked for water and slowly but surely, her strength began to return. Day by day, I watched as she got better and after a
while, she did indeed have a complete recovery. The rich man was so thankful to me and he wanted to keep his word. He
didn’t just give me all of his possessions - he gave me his daughter in marriage! So as you can see,” said the Graf, “I must
give you all that you need for your simcha because all that I have comgs frpm you and your holy father!”
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Swin: Tt is told that R’ Yisroel Salanter z¢”’l was once
invited to an audience with the Queen of England. Seated in
the palace, the Queen described all of the effort she made to
protect her beloved and cherished only son, who was born
after thirty childless years of marriage. The Queen told him
about the honor, distinction and prestige that is given to him
and carried out on his behalf. All the palace personnel were
instructed to ensure that the prince would never feel pain,
harm or hardship in any form. In addition, she made sure to
provide anything he wanted, immediately. In this way. she
hoped to ensure that he be in a perpetual state of happiness.

“And how will her majesty alleviate the distress he will feel
if he puts his hand in his right pocket, hoping to take out his
handkerchief, and he discovers it was really in his left pocket?
How will you prevent that?” R’ Yisroel asked the Queen.

“I am trying to prevent things that are avoidable. I don’t
mean the inevitable, everyday occurrences that are bound to
happen anyway. Those don’t even bother me,” she replied.

When R’ Yisroel left the palace, he raised his eyes
Heavenward and said: “Master of the Universe, how great is
Your compassion, and how much more remarkable and
superior are Your mercies than the mercy of human beings.”
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After the Egel, Moshe pleaded with Hashem. “Why should Your anger flare up at those You have taken out of Mitzrayim?”
This posuk, which also begins the Torah reading on a public fast day, is Moshe’s response in defense of Klal Yisroel, to the
anger of Hashem after they worshipped avoda zara. The Medrash (shemos 43-9) describes at length the conversation between
Moshe and Hashem - how Moshe tried valiantly to defend his people from Hashem’s wrath. “Those You have taken out of
Mitzrayim,” says the Medrash, refers to Klal Yisroel who sinned. Moshe begged on their behalf and said, “Ribono Shel Olam,
didn’t You just take them out of Mitzrayim, a land filled with avoda zara and deceit? They are yet a young nation, as the posuk
says, “Now they are young and I love them.” Wait just a bit and You will see that they will yet do good deeds for you!”

This was the thrust of Moshe’s defense of his people - although they had received the Torah a mere 40 days before, they
had quickly diverted to avoda zara. Moshe was saying that they were still young and uneducated in the ways of the Torah.
Let them see the sweetness of the Torah and in no time they will do better. The same can be said of our present generation.
Millions of Jews whose parents and grandparents survived the Holocaust are being destroyed in a spiritual holocaust. The
influence of secular society all around has poisoned their minds and hearts to the point that a Torah way of life means nothing
to them - yet they are still young and can be influenced to return to the faith of their forefathers. All it takes is a willingness on
the part of the parents to reach out to the children to help them experience the light of the Torah and the beauty of the mitzvos.

May we all be zoche that our children should enjoy the learning of the Torah as we daven, ".. WpON 'n 8 299" and in
this zechus may our children give us much nachas always, and bring Moshiach tzidkeinu B’mhaira b’yameinu.

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH
(1-35) ... D202 o7 MY M oINS Wb 2anD e

Rashi writes: “The Luchos were inscribed from both sides:
the letters could be read (front and back). This was a mira-
culous phenomenon.” What was the purpose of this miracle?

R’ Yankel Galinsky z¢”l answers by way of a story. An
old crafty businessman once came to a rabbi and described a
potential business deal that could earn him a great fortune of
money. However, in order to get people interested in
investing in the deal, he had to be less than 100%
forthcoming with the details. “It’s not a lie,” he explained
with an air of self-righteousness, “it’s just not the absolute
truth. You see, it’s a small ‘drey’ here and there, but in
essence, it’s not dishonest.” In fact, he told the Rav, it’s not as
if he was forcing anyone into the deal. He expected them to
do their due diligence, and if they were still interested, he
would take their money. “I just need the Rav to sign off on
the deal, so that people will believe it is fully above-board.”

The Rav stood up and exclaimed, “Just a little ‘drey’ here
and there? Well, I'm glad you came to me with this because
you have answered a question I’ve had for quite some time.”
The surprised businessman asked him what was his question.

“According to Chazal,” said the Rav, “Hashem does not
perform miracles for no reason. The world runs on nature, and
an open miracle is not a common occurrence. And yet, when
Hashem created the Luchos, He did so in miraculous fashion,
as Rashi tells us, ‘He inscribed them from both sides,’ so that
they may be read front and back. What was the need for this
miracle? Based on your brilliant idea, though, I think I now
understand. In the Luchos, it states: ‘Lo Signov’ - Do not
steal. If one were to ‘drey’ the letters just a bit, one might be
able to understand the meaning differently. In fact, one might
find a way to permit it! But now that Hashem caused the
letters to be read exactly the same from both sides - front and
back - no matter how you ‘drey’ it, the understanding remains
the same: You may not steal - under any circumstances!”

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE MIDDAH OF .... h‘g’h
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(B°-25) ... oMY 23U DN NN IR0 DN 252 TWND M

‘When Moshe Rabbeinu was coming down from Har Sinai, he already saw that something was not right in the Jewish

camp, but he remained silent. He did not say anything about the Golden Calf until he was 100% sure of what happened.The
Yerushalmi (n-71 myn) tells us: "MTON T DTN N NOW 190" - “From here we learn out that one should not jump to
conclusions.” The Pnei Moshe adds that one should not assume anything until he sees it with his own eyes and is absolutely
clear about the matter! What a great piece of advice! How many arguments and negative feelings could be avoided if we would
simply stop what we were doing and find out all the information before we make a judgment!

Pirkei Avos is the Masechta in which we are taught how to get along with others. It is a book filled with the great wisdom of
our Sages who provide us with hundreds of tips on how to develop our "y1»an> 07X y2". What is the very first thing they tell us
to do? "pT1a 0N W - “Be deliberate in judgment.” Think it through before jumping to conclusions! Often, the reason we get
angry at others is because we don’t give them a chance to explain their behavior. We automatically think negative.

R’ Gamliel Rabinovitch shlit’a adds that although Aharon Hakohen was held responsible for the egel, Moshe Rabbeinu did
not get angry at him. Moshe said to himself, “This is strange! There must be a reason! It is not like Aharon to do such a thing.”
These are the words we must get used to saying when people act in a way we don’t approve of. We must STOP and THINK.
There must be a reason. Try not to jump to conclusions. Remember that people are innocent until proven guilty!

Give yourself a gift and give the other person the benefit of the doubt. Want to know how? Here is a 2-point formula on how
to ACT to keep your interpersonal relationships INTACT! #1 Make sure you know each FACT. #2 Only then REACT.




