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R' Yehuda HaLevi ZT"L warns us not to think that Judaism is a
religion of the heart or of the mind. Rather, it is a religion of deeds. This
is clear from the Torah, a significant part of which describes mitzvos -
some in great detail - that require action. History shows that the great
philosophers of Greece or other societies did not come closer to Hashem
than the simple Jew who kept the mitzvos, for if Hashem merely wanted
our hearts or our minds to serve him, such would have been the case.
How then are we to understand the above verse » Tnyn Sxw TPON N Ny
"M AN NNYD ON - "What does Hashem, your G-d ask of you other than to

Jear Hashem?" This would imply that the most important connection
between Bnei Yisroel and their G-d is not through action, but rather
through an inanimate fear of Heaven. How can this be?

The Sefer Kuzari writes that just as Hashem does not desire our
hearts alone, He does not want just our deeds, alone. In fact, it is unlikely
that a person would perform the mitzvos that Hashem commanded him to
perform unless he possessed some explicit fear of Heaven. This posuk
may therefore be speaking to the "beginner" - start with fear of Hashem,
love Him, emulate Him, and so on, until you will come to keep all of the
mitzvos in their proper manner.
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R' Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT"L (Chid"a) would say:
"One should be too busy learning Torah to think of eating. To what is
this compared? To one who is lovesick, and thinks of nothing else but the
one for whom he pines. So, too, a person should pine for Torah study."

The Ba'al Binah L'itim ZT"L would say:
"The remedy for an excess of blood is bloodletting, while the remedy
for an excess of money is to give tzedakah!"

A big Tzaddik once said:
"It is only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is essentially
invisible to the eye."
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for the Divine presence," he claimed forcefully, "but this is probably the
reason why the rain is persisiting for so long a time."

The men were surprised by such a declaration and asked for an
explanation. Said R' Naftali, "The gemara (.n mo13) states that whereas
the Torah promises long life to those who live in Eretz Yisroel as it says
in this week's parsha "nnTRN Sy DI 307 DN 117 Wwnor - "So that you
may increase your days and your children's days on the land", it can also
be earned by those who live outside of the land by virtue of their coming
to shul on a daily basis." His audience was captivated with these words
but still had no understanding of the Rebbe's original statement.

"By your failure to fix the roof and windows," explained R' Naftali as
he drove his point home, "You have allowed the rain water to enter the
synagogue on a regular basis - more steadily than the people. As a
consequence, the rain has merited the Divine promise of longevity, rather
than the people. If you repair the structure and keep the rain from
continuing its worthy habit, it will soon stop!"
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The gemara (.nnm>17) states that three men who have eaten together
should begin their bentching with special introductory phrases - >man
M2wNn NoONRY TNA...7T. If ten people have eaten together, they modify
this phrase and recite, "MYwn WINVWPON TNA"" - "Let us bless our G-d
of whose we have eaten.” Why was the Divine Name M»PINr chosen as
opposed to some other name?

R' Noson Shapira of Horodna ZT"L offers the following interesting
insight: The halachah that Hashem's name is to be mentioned in this part
of bentching if ten males over thirteen years old have eaten together, is
actually alluded to in the Divine Name. The root of the word "Elokenu" is
"Elokim." If each letter of #09p9x” is spelled out (for example

NNND =7 0,5 = 797 7 9,9,8 = #x7, it will have 13 letters in all. The

combined gematria of those 13 letters is 295, which equals the gematria
of a number of words: "n¥ 7 - desire, rnsy - trouble, and minx» - light.
We thus pray that even though we may on occasion overindulge in our
eating which can often bring us "nx" - trouble, Hashem should still
"N - desire our blessings and prayers and bring us "y - light.
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Many years ago, there was once a very rainy summer, (not only on the
weekends) and many villages and roads were flooded, causing much
damage to the local people. R' Naftali of Ropshitz ZT"L was visiting,
at that time, one of these villages that had been drenched with
uninterrupted rain for many days. The townsfolk came out to greet the
respected Rebbe and they complained to him that their fields were all
being flooded and that unless the deluge came to an end, they would lose
all of their crops and produce for the entire season - a very large and
substantial loss that would have wreaked havoc on most of the poor
villagers. They asked the Rebbe to daven that the rains should cease but
R'Naftali told them that inasmuch as rain is essentially a blessing from
the Heavens, it is therefore, improper for someone to pray for a cessation
of a blessing.

Later, upon entering the local Beis Medrash to daven the afternoon
tefillos, R' Naftali noticed that the shul was in great disrepair - the roof
was leaking in several places, windows were cracked and there was a
general lack of maintenance throughout the entire building. The Rebbe
turned to the prominent leaders of the community and sharply
reprimanded them for neglecting to repair and attend to what was so
obviously necessary in the holy place. "Not only is this a lack of respect
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