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IMPORTANCE OF THE HAFTORAH (2)

   Besides the importance Chazal placed on the Maftir and 

Haftorah reading each Shabbos, there are added benefits 

to listening carefully to the laining. For instance, one who 

makes an effort to listen and concentrate on the berachos 

of the Maftir and Haftorah, and has in mind to be àöåé 
with them, may count these berachos from among the 

required allotment of 100 berachos that a Jew must make 

each day (1). This is true as well for the berachos that are 

made by the people who receive aliyos to the Torah, both 

during the Shachris and Mincha laining. This can 

potentially add up to 27 extra berachos (22 for the aliyos 

and 5 for the Maftir) to a person's total, which is 

extremely valuable on Shabbos and Yom Tov due to the 

shorter Shemona Esrai and lesser amount of berachos. 

NOTE: A person who does this should be careful not to 

answer "åîù êåøáå àåä êåøá" while the berachos are being 

recited out loud.

    One who is in the middle of Krias Shema or the 

berachos preceding it, may respond to the berachos of 

the Haftorah by answering "Amen" as long as it is  ïéá
íé÷øôä - between the paragraphs (2). 

How must the Haftorah be recited

    The person reading the Haftorah should not stand with 
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his back to the Sefer Torah (3). In some congregations, the 

Baal Maftir stands on the side of the Bima (äàéø÷ä ïçìù) 
facing north or south. Others face east and the one who does 

hagbah and is now holding the Sefer Torah moves over 

to the side, so as to be diagonally adjacent to the reader.

    If the Sefer Torah was removed from the room before 

reading the Haftorah, e.g. a second minyan needed to use 

it in another room, the Haftorah and berachos are still 

recited as regular (4). Similarly, if after Krias Hatorah the 

Sefer Torah was found to be ìåñô - invalid, the Haftorah 

and berachos are nevertheless still said (5).

After the Haftorah is completed

    No matter what one used to read the Haftorah - a 

parchment scroll, a printed ê"ð containing the entire Sefer, 

or even printed excerpts found in Chumashim - when the 

Baal Maftir finishes the laining, it is preferable not to 

close the sefer until after the berachos are completed. 

This is done to make it evident that the berachos are 

being recited on the Haftorah that was just read. At the 

very least, one should be careful not to remove it until the 

end of the berachos (6). In a similar vein, the one reading 

the Haftorah should try his best to ensure that the sefer is 

open to the correct spot, before starting the berachos 

preceding the Haftorah.    
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 áé:ãôø äøåøá äðùî (6) â:ãôø äøåøá äðùî (5) æè:è íéøôà éøòù (4) à:áôø ã"åé (3) çé:åñ äøåøá äðùî ,â:åñ ãåãì äìéäú øôñ (2) â:ãôø ç"åà (1)

R' Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter ZT"L (Sefas Emes) would say:

    "The gemara (.äñ ïéáåøéò) debates whether night was created for sleep or Torah study. However, one 

who is awake at night and yet ignores the opportunity to study Torah follows neither opinion; he abuses 

G-d's creation known as 'night'!"

R' Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov ZT"L (Bnei Yissoschar) would say:

     "The governments and kingdoms of the world exist in order for us to take the fear we have for them as 

an example of how we should fear Hashem. Therefore, 'äøåúä ìåò åéìò ìá÷îä ìë' - 'One who accepts 

upon himself the yoke of Torah,' and internalizes its lessons for life,  'úåëìî ìåò åðîî ïéøéáòî' - 'the yoke of 

government is removed from him' - he is not subject to the yoke and fear of government."

A World Renowned Philosopher once said:

     "By all means, find a wife and marry. If you get a good wife, you'll become happy; if you get a bad 

one, you'll become a philosopher!"
ä"áöðú - ìåìà 'á 'ôð - ä"ò ïé÷ìàåå ïøäà 'øä ïá ãåã ìàåîù áøä ð"éòì áãðúð

TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE IT BY MAIL OR HAVE 
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bribe is so great, that it can influence the reasoning of a judge even if he is unaware that he has been 

bribed!" R' Levi Yitzchok shook his head. "I had to be disqualified, for the moment that he placed the 

bribe in my home, my thinking began going in his favor, and I could not regain my impartiality."
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 éðôî íéø÷ùî íä íéðåùàøä íéãòù ìåëé éë ,ø÷ùä
 íéðåùàøäù ïëúé íâ ìáà ,ïáåàø ìù åéàðåù íäù
 íäù éðôî ,íéø÷ùîä íä íéðåøçàä åìéàå úîà åøîà
 ïåéëå .äúéîî åìéöäì íéìãúùîå ïáåàø úà íéáäåà

.íéãòä àìå ïáåàø àì ùéðòäì à"à ,ìå÷ù ÷ôñ ùéù
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 õúìâ(àé-æé) 'åëå ìàîùå ïéîé êì åãéâé øùà øáãä ïî øåñú àì
   A lady once came to the Chazon Ish, R' 

Avrohom Yeshaya Karelitz ZT"L, with her baby 

son asleep in his carriage. The boy was ill, and she 

was begging that he bless him with good health.

    The Chazon Ish sat silently, listening to her 

pleas without answering. She persisted, crying and 

pleading repeatedly. This went on for a quarter of 

an hour. At last, a man standing nearby went over 

to her and said, "Please, don't you see that the Rov 

isn't answering? Why are you continuing like this?" 

    Abruptly, the Chazon Ish turned to the man and 

scolded, "Who did she come to see, you or me?" 

  Then he turned back to the woman and gave her 

his blessing. After she left, the man began to 

apologize for his behavior. The Chazon Ish looked 

at him and explained: "A lady is standing completely 

immersed in emunas chachamim. Why stop her?"

  (çé-æé) 'åëå øôñ ìò úàæä äøåúä äðùî úà åì áúëå
   Rashi writes that a Jewish king must have two 

Sifrei Torah in his possession; one that remains in 

his treasury and one that he takes with him 

everywhere. What is the purpose of having two?

   R' Moshe Cordovero ZT"L (Tomer Devorah) 

explains that the two Sifrei Torah serve a crucial 

role. A king leads his people with the spirit of the 

Torah. Thus, he must be skilled at presenting the 

Torah in a way that the people can understand and 

accept it; in the language and in the spirit of the 

times in which the king and the people live. This is 

the Torah that the king takes everywhere he goes. 

   However, there is a second Torah that remains in 

his treasury. It represents the unchanging aspect of 

the Torah, which means that the king must always 

go back and study the Torah. He must make sure 
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that in his daily effort to present the Torah to his 

subjects, he has not changed it by one iota.

 (æ-àë) 'åâå åàø àì åðéðéòå äæä íãä úà äëôù àì åðéãé
   When the body of a dead Jew is found between 

two cities, the elders of the closest city bring a calf, 

decapitate it and state publicly "our hands have not 

shed this man's blood." Thus, they declare that 

they are not responsible for the man's death. The 

spelling of the word "äëôù" - "shed," is singular 

yet the pronunciation is plural, "åëôù" - our hands 

have not shed this blood. Why the discrepancy? 

    Irving Bunim Z"L was once speaking at a 

fundraiser for Vaad Hatzalah and recounted a 

harrowing tale about the 1903 Kishinev Pogrom 

which left 49 Jews dead and 500 seriously injured. 

A short time later they noticed that the fish in the 

Dniester River had grown unusually fat. No one 

knew why but one man remembered that the 

Russian peasants had thrown their Jewish victims 

into the river where the fish had fed on them. The 

town rabbis immediately issued a cherem - ban, 

forbidding Jews to eat fish from that river. 

   "That cherem was issued," Bunim thundered, "to 

prevent Jews from inadvertently feeding off their 

brothers' flesh. As Jews, we are always responsible 

for one another and we can never say with total 

assurance that our hands did not shed blood. 

Perhaps one hand had not done actual killing and is 

innocent. But the other hand might have saved the 

man by helping him, and is guilty. That other hand 

did indeed shed blood and must be cleansed of the 

communal guilt." Bunim continued, "We must try 

to save those European Jews who still survive. 

Because only then will we be able to say with 

certainty, 'Our hands have not shed this blood!'"
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  (èé-æè)  'åâå íé÷éãö éøáã óìñéå íéîëç éðéò øåòé ãçùä éë ãçù ç÷ú àìå íéðô øéëú àì èôùî äèú àì

    The Torah, once again, belies upon us the importance of truth amongst our judges and Rabbonim, and 

the harmful effects of corruption, not only on the one who attempts to bribe, but even to the one 

accepting a bribe. "Since bribery blinds the eyes of wise men and causes to falter the words of the 

righteous." For even if a tzaddik remains righteous and has no intention of altering the truth to favor one 

litigant over the other, nevertheless, once any form of inducement is accepted - knowingly or even 

unwittingly - the influence is immediately felt; his eyes become blinded and his words will ultimately 

falter. As Rashi quotes from the gemara (.ä÷ úåáåúë): "From the time one receives a bribe, it is not 

possible that his heart will not become twisted, to overturn (a case) towards merit."          

    A famous story is recounted involving R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT"L. (Others tell it over in 

the name of the Apter Rov, R' Avrohom Yehoshua Heshel ZT"L) The great Rebbe was once sitting in 

a Din Torah - a rabbinical court case, between two litigants that involved a lucrative business transaction. 

The case was a difficult one and it seemed that it could continue on for quite some time before any 

decision would be reached. A number of days went by, when suddenly and without warning, R' Levi 

Yitzchok abruptly arose and announced that he must disqualify himself from the Beis Din. He hurried 

out, withstanding the stunned looks of disbelief that came over everyone present, and gave no reason for 

his sudden withdrawal.

    The case continued on and a new Beis Din was convened. But no one was capable of comprehending 

just why R' Levi Yitzchok so abruptly withdrew from the case. After Shabbos, the holy Berditchever 

called together the other Rabbonim who had been on the case with him. He invited them into his room 

and told them as follows:

    "At one point during the proceedings of the case," the Rebbe said, "I became aware that I was losing 

my objectivity and was beginning to lean toward one of the litigants. I did my utmost to listen carefully to 

the other side but try as I might, I could not overcome this bias. Therefore, I had no option but to 

disqualify myself from the case because of my partiality toward one side. However, I, myself, was unable 

to understand why this had occurred. I davened to Hashem for enlightenment.

    "This past Friday night when I put on my Shabbos kaftan, I felt in one of the pockets an envelope with 

money that had been placed there by one of the litigants. Apparently he had come to my home and put 

the money into one of my garments with his name on it, assuming that I would find it there before issuing 

a judgment. He did not know that this was a garment, which was reserved for use only on Shabbos.

     "When I subsequently found the money, it became clear to me what had happened. The power of a 
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