
gcab ratfu /// ohektk lk vhvh tuvu ogk uk ouhv l,t ohev ignk
ceghku ejmhk ovrctk lh,ctk - (ch-yf) uhrjtku tyjv hbpk euzhj

    tlfk ',rjt vnutc ogrz ,t ;hkjvk tka lh,uctk gcabu lk rcsa hpk :h"ar
  /ofn kscvk kufh ubht tuva rjt uvuyhbe, tka 'ukkv ,ugucac of,t rxut tuv

kschvk ,kufhv hk iht 'ktrahk rnut kufhcf v"cev 'h"ar hrcsc ohtur ubt ,utrub    
ofng t,uumc ,uhvk hbt jrfun 'r,uhc vfunb vdrsnc uhv, ot od 'cmn kfcu 'ofnn
lrymt tka hsf ohtyjv ,t ofhkg ruxtk ot hf h,kufhc ihtu 'of,nvuzn kucxku
rcs ka upuxc hf 'ofhsxjc kufhcf huk, hbt ihhsg okut /ohtyjv ,nvuzn kucxk
grvk of,rhjc ,t ukmb, kgupc otu 'u"j grvk ut chyvk ot ofhshc vrhjcv vbu,b
kga ohhsuxh woheuzhjw hba ohturu /ofnn e,b,vk kfuta hkcn kucxk lrymt 'vkhkj
kfc uk vhvh 'shn, ung uuk,h v!N#v$J&F hf 'uckc cyhv oahravku o,ut .ntk ostv
'urhcjk lrymh ohngpku uezjhu «us*g+x&h vza lrymh ohngpk hf 'uezjku ufnu,k sgx cmn
'ouen ka ubumr kg rucgkn ucfghu iuatrv euzhjv uk sungh vkhj,fkn 'rnukf
ushngvku 'u,khpbn unhevk hbav weuzhjwv tuch 'uk sng tk iuatrv euzhjvaf 'scghscu
sg ibuc,vk uhkg kyun 'vkhkj grvk ostv ,t v,pn rmhvaf hf /lknv lrs kg cua
ostva sg 'sutnk uhkg ost ka urmh rcd,n ohngpk hf 'utyjc utruc ,t rgmh vnf
epx ihta ;tu /vshxpv sdbf ukmt thv vrh,h vrhcg rfaa yhkjnu vguyu uk v,p,n
kf vnueg vbcv hshk uthcvk kufh ucreca ,uya jurv eru 'u,ykjvc ,nt oua ihta
vfzha sckcu 'vshxpv ,t dupxk ohfxn tuv urucg cuy vn yhkjva rjtn n"n 'lf
lrc,h trucvk rgm od orud tuv 'hyrpv ushxpv sckna ibuc,h ot okut /k"r vrfac
/vbuatrv u,cajnn rujt duxha if,hh 'ubuugn rcs jhuurn ubht tukv lrc,h tuvu 'una

   

/// iufkvh lhbp rutc wv vgur, hgsuh ogv hrat
(vbav atr ,khp,)rpua ,ghe, ,umnc ,hkf,v - 

    `,uburfz ,uhfkn vbav atrc hbpk urntu" :(t 'zy) vbav atr wndc t,h
hbpk ofhburfz vkgha hsf - ,uburfz 'ofhkg hbufhkn,a hsf - ,uhfkn /,urpuau
ubta iputv tuv rpuava wndv uhrcsn rtucn hrv /f"g '"rpuac - vncu 'vcuyk

/vcuyk v"cev hbpk ohtc ubh,uburfz rpuav h"ga 'ihsc ihfuz ihkufh
 hrcs gush rcfu    oooo""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvv,hkf,v rtck c,fa vnc (ws wkv vcua, wkvn wd erp) 

uc ah znr cu,fv ,rhzd vbav atrc rpua ,ghe,a hp kg ;t" :k"zu rpua kuev ka
urzju ofhagnc uapju of,nsr,n umhev ohnsrbu of,ban ohbhah urug rnukf
kcvc o,ba kf ohduau inzv hkcvc ,ntv ,t ohjfuav ukt 'oftruc urfzu vcua,c
kf cuzghu ofhkkgnu ofhfrs uchyvu ofh,uapbk uyhcv khmh tku khguh tk rat ehru
rehga uhrcsn rtucn hrv /k"fg '"vcuy tk rat u,cajnu vgrv ufrs ofn sjt

/lhbpk vnhka vcua,c cuak rrug,vku rupuav kuek gunak tuv rpuav ,sucg
 ruthcu    vvvvkkkkhhhhkkkk    hhhhxxxxhhhhxxxxrrrr))))    iiiivvvvffffvvvv    eeeeuuuussssmmmm    wwwwrrrrog sjt vbec vkug o"cnrv hrcsa (v"k ,ut 

lrc,h oavc rfuzu u,ban rrug,n ostv ratf - lkhm wv hf" :k"zu 'k"bv wndv hrcs

ukht :unmgk rnthu u,gsc rhhmh 'uz vbgy ka vpeu,c ostv rhfh ifta hsfu    
'lshtn vnf hp juuru 'sjn sxpv hk ccx,a ,nhhuxn vkugp ,uagk aecn h,hhv
od ccxt uz vkugpca hbhghsuvk hn ht ohseh ot okut !?,tz vaug h,hhv tk hfu
h,hhv tk hfu 'juur vzhtk v,chxc tuv od vfzh tk hbnn vbuacu 'sxpv uk
ukht od ,tzu 'hbumrn ,dxk jrfun h,hhva uz thv tyhap hrv !?ushxpvc caj,n
hf /h,juurk orud ot ,kuzv ka u,ke,c hk tjhb vhvu ',ushn kgc u"j h,hhv tk
ukhtu 'unmgk vjuur thcvk hsf er urhcj ,t rgmk ostvk thv vkusd vauc
/h+G*g+n +g«ur hbpn uhbpc hbp ,t ,tak h,kufhc vhv tk 'uh,ubgyn okg,n h,hhv
ot od ifku 'unmgcu usucfc v"cev tuv vbgyv kgcaf ,uhvk lhrm lfa a"fu
lhtv hfv utkc hf 'rujt duxk jrfvv in 'vjuur hrucg thcvk hsf tuyjk hbumrc
///!?h,tbvu h,cuy hbpn er urgmk ifun hbta vgac okug ka ufkn hbpc hbp tat
ka u,mhjnc tmnb v"ceva ubk vkdna 'h"ar hrcsc ohtur ubta vsuebv hvuz    
rsdc tuv v"cev hpkfu 'tyuj u,uhv ;t kgu 'ubnn kschvk kufh ubhtu 'hsuvh kf
vpuf kufhcf tuv 'tyuj ostva vgaca ',rnut ,tz 'ukcuxk t"ta wihja vfunw

 /ubnn ;sub kcxb h,kc jhra ihja vfun og ,jt vphpfc rusk v"cev ,t
'vz ka uhtyjn rgymh vnf sg atrn gsuhv v"ceva 'h"arc tcun yrp sug    
juura lapbc vns, ot od :uk rnutf hrvu 'wuyhbeh tkaw ubnhv aeck ohsen
lhkg z"fc 'juurv ,chxc sxpvv kucxk ifun lbvu 'tyjv vzn lk sungh ohhuxn
anak vfhrm uz vbgy iftu ///ohjuurc lng ekj,t tk hrva 'hrgmc caj,vk od
hbhta oaf :unmgk rnth uc vrd,n ost ka urmha ,g kfcu 'tyjv hbpc xhr,f
hyrp juur vzht hbpn er ihja vfun og ,jt vphpfc h,kuz ,t chauvk htar
vfun og ,jt vphpfc okug ka ufkn ,t chauvk htar hbhta ifa kfu lf 'hka

/tyjv in kmbh vz rcsc cyhv ostv ibuc,ha rjt curku /lfc urgmku ihja
kf tkn tuv lht lrc,h oavc rfuz tuva ihbg u,utf u,ut rfuz lrc,h oav zt
lf vhkhs t,urg,t oupk sj kf tmuhfu uscugk lhrmu uka kfvu usucf .rtv
hbt ;t wufu vchyj hbu,hag o,t (t 'u ,ufrc) urnta lrsf usdbf lrc,h oav
iht hf odv jfua oukau xjaf if ihta vn /okugc ,jt vchyj of,t vagt
tuv vzca kufhcf rfuza vjfav smn tuv uka iurfzv usucf txf hbpk vjfa

 /k"fg '"ubrrugk rpuac tyhg chvh ifku /vshn sdbf vshn oukau xj jfua
tc uburfza ,ufzku 'ihsc ,ufzk t"utf kufha iputv rehga 'uhrcsn rtucn    
sjtu sjt kf og dvub v"ceva '"lkm wv" ,dvbv h"g tuv 'vcuyk v"cev hbpk
wv" :(v 'tfe ohkv,) euxpv kg arsnv hrcs gush vbvs /w,h uk vbup tuva hpf
ifu /lng vuuv hbt lf hng vuuv v,ta oaf" :k"zu /"lbhnh sh kg lkm wv lrna
uk ejan v,t ot lkhm vn 'lkhmf '"lbhnh sh kg lkm wv 'lrnua wv" sus rnt
',upguz ohbp uk i,ub v,t ot 'lsdbf vfuc tuv uk vfuc v,t ot 'lk ejan tuv
rnt lf 'lk i,ub tuv ;t 'i,ub v,t ,urhcxn ohbp otu 'lf lk i,ub tuv ;t
,dvbv hrv /arsnv hrcs f"g '"lng luuv hbt lf hng vuuv v,ta oaf 'v"cev
kf rrug,ha 'rpuav og ,hkf,v uvzu /,"havk vbup ostva hpf vhuk, v"cev
vchxv vhvh 'vz hsh kgu 'uhgapu uhtyj kfn cuaku ',"havk ,ubpk sjtu sjt

!vcuy vnh,ju vch,f /veu,nu vcuy vbak vfzhu 'vcuyk uvrfzh v"ceva

"vcuj oak ohkgck ukg tka tkt ohraf inak tka uyjaba ohjczv kf" - The Mishnah says: All ohjcz that are inak tka yjab are raf, except
they are vcuj oak ohkgck ukg tk. Rashi explains: for example, an vkug was slaughtered ohnka oak.  [kf v"s ;ux /c]wxu,  refers us to tcc
tghmn, there he explains that a vcajn that pasuls a icre must be ruchsc and not a ckc vcajn. h"ar [:tn inek] agrees and says: vcajn kf"
"tuv vpc thmun 'ohasec. tcr makes a euhs in our Mishnah and says: Only if the vcajn was specifically a vkuxp vcajn is it ohkgck ukg tk. But
if the ivf didn’t have any vcajn at all, then the icre is raf and it is vcuj oak ohkgck ukg, because tn,x is like vnak. 
     The Gemara explains that by ohase (not like ihyhd) we say: "ihsnug iv inak o,xc ohjcz". The  [sne]lubhj  does not hold like wxu, and h"ar
and explains: having the wrong vcajn is a utk as it’s comparable to being ohasec oun khyn which is a utk. However, since this is a ckc vcajn
it is a vagn uc ihta utk and therefore there is no ,uekn.  ihhg)lubhj ,jbn(oa . hukv z"hrd irn haushj [vtrbvu v"s ,ubcrev vagn] explains: the
suxh of "ohsnug onak ohjcz o,x" is that there is a icrev ;udc ihs ,ukj that it is vnak and it can’t be undone even with a specific tka vcajn
vnak. A proof to this is the halacha that if one slaughters ihkuj oak ohase it is raf even though this is vnak tka aurhpc. The reason there is a
special kuxp of vnak tka by a icre is because it is a kuxp ,cajn just like a vcajn of unuen ut ubnzk .uj and that’s what pasuls it, but not
because it’s lacking vnak, because vnak can’t be undone, this is a aushj by ohjcz that it is vnak tkhnn.
     ibjkt wr [cf wx c"j ohrugha .cue] explains it differently: vnak tka vcajn pasuls a icre because there was no vnak, but not that the vcajn
vnak tka is itself a ,kxupv ,cajn. If one has no vcajn at all, it’s raf because vnak tn,x and it is intrinsically vnak. When we say vnak
is necessary, it’s not like when we say vbuuf ,ufhrm ,umn and vbuuf is necessary, rather we need that the vagn should be sjuhn for this. So, once
the animal is vkug icrek aseuv it is already sjuhn for vcrev and it is vkugk crehk snug tkhnn so tn,x is vnak. But although the icre is
sjuhn, this can be undone with a vnak tka vcajn.  [wcf ,ut ohbuna ,urucd]kdbg ;xuh wr  explains: vnak tn,x doesn’t mean one doesn’t need
vnak vcajn, rather, since we say vnak tn,x, it is considered vnak and as if he kgupc had vnak vcajn.
     wxu, [ohjcz v"s] brings a Gemara in ihkuj: "uk iht ut vcajn uk ah iye ibjuh wr hgc". Rashi explains the question is based on our Gemara that
vnak is necessary, is the vbuuf of a iye that slaughters a icre sufficient or not? Asks wxu,, our Gemara is saying that the icre is not kuxp as
long as there is no vnak tka aurhpc vbuuf? So, even if a iye can’t have vbuuf, as long as he isn’t specifically thinking a vkuxp vcajn it should
be ok? wxu, answers that although tn,x by a kusd is raf, but since a iye has no ,gs we are concerned he might think he is slaughtering ihkuj
and not ohase. This would be considered                                                                                                     exg,n and would make the icre pasul.      

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Avraham Mordechai Alter zt”l (Imrei Emes) would say:
      “The Gemara states (/zne tr,c tcc): ‘If the first day at the head of the year is hot (ohnj), the entire year will be hot. If
the first day is cold (rhre), the entire year will be cold.’ To the extent that an individual generates warmth in his Divine
service on Rosh Hashana, to that extent will he be ardent throughout the year in his yearning for Hashem. It is Rosh
Hashana that enables us to accept the yoke of the Kingship of Heaven throughout all the days of the year.”

A Wise Man would say: “Mastering others is strength. Mastering yourself is true power.”                               
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (47)
Chol Hamoed: Car Repairs. The basic rule for Yom Tov
needs, including car repairs, is that unskilled work (maaseh
hedyot) is permitted, whereas skilled work (maaseh uman) is
prohibited unless refraining from the work will cause a
meaningful loss of money (1). Therefore, the following may be
done when needed for the Moed: 1) Changing a tire. 2) Jump-
starting a car. 3) Changing a battery. Whenever possible, these
things should be done in a private setting rather than in public, or
in the middle of the street, so it should not cause a zilzul for the
Moed (2). Filling a tire with air is also permitted.
Skilled Repairs. Most other repairs, including patching a flat
tire, are deemed “skilled work” that only a trained mechanic can
do and is not permitted unless a loss is involved. For example, if
by not repairing a car now he will have to rent a vehicle (during
Chol Hamoed or after the Moed) for a real need, he may fix it on
Chol Hamoed. Similarly, if a car breaks down while traveling, and
waiting to fix it will add towing costs, it is also permitted to fix it. If

 

      

insurance will cover it, but will cause a raise in premiums, one
should determine the details and discuss with a Rav if it is
considered enough of a loss to have the heter of davar ha’avud.
Buying Food for Yom Tov. One might raise the following
question. If one needs a car to buy food for the Moed, isn’t that a
food “need” where even skilled work is permitted? For that reason,
one can have a stove fixed even with skilled labor (3), and also fix a
food processor. If so, why can’t one fix a car professionally to be
able to buy food? The answer, as explained in halacha (4), is that
only items that actually improve the food are permitted with skilled
labor. However, a car does not improve the food and has only an
indirect connection to the food. Thus, skilled labor is prohibited.
Question Arises. R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l (5) quotes
an unresolved doubt whether the following case is deemed to be
a skilled or unskilled labor: One has a car issue and it requires
expertise to figure out the exact problem. However, it is clear that
once the problem is located, it can be fixed rather easily with
unskilled labor. Is that job called skilled or unskilled labor?

       



    Rashi interprets the posukim here as referring to Limud HaTorah, and infers that when it says that the Torah is not in
the heavens, it is implicit that if it would have been there, we would indeed have been obligated to go there and get it! 
    That is how great our obligation to learn Torah is. This is illustrated by the following story: The great talmid of the Vilna
Gaon zt”l, R’ Zelme’le Volozhiner zt”l, was renowned as a tremendous ilui and gadol b’Torah. It happened late one night
that Rav Zelmele was learning in the beis medrash  in Shnipishok, just outside the city of Vilna, and desired to look up a
certain sefer. However, the sefer was located inside Vilna proper, in the city’s library, quite some distance away.
Undeterred, Rav Zelme’le left the beis medrash, and, in the dead of the frigid night, trekked into the city to retrieve the sefer. 
    He arrived at the library, his knees knocking together from the cold, found the sefer  he was looking for, and began to
study its contents. When he finished learning, some wealthy baalei batim who were present at the time approached him, and
asked in wonder why he undertook to walk so far in the middle of the night, just to look up a sefer! 
    Surprised, Rav Zelme’le answered, “Why, it’s an open posuk in the Torah! "thv ohk rcgn tku 'thv ohnac tk" - from which
Chazal derive that if, however, the Torah would have been in the heavens or across the sea, one would have been required
to travel there to get it - and the walk from the Shnipishok to Vilna is a lot closer than that!”
     Now, R’ Eizik Chaver zt”l, writes that one of the reasons we blow the shofar on Rosh Hashana is to be mazkir the
zechus of the Torah that was given to us rpua kuec. We truly do not have to go to the heavens or across the sea to learn
Torah; it is readily accessible to all who just put a modicum of time and effort into it. Let us make at least some kabbalah in
this area to strengthen ourselves in Limud HaTorah, and thus be zoche to a vcuy vnh,ju vch,f!

    Klal Yisroel was required to accept a bris between them and Hakadosh Baruch Hu, binding them to fulfill his will. Moshe
Rabbeinu told them that this treaty wasn’t solely for them, but for all future generations as well. The meforshim ask, how can
those present accept something binding on those not yet born? The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh zt”l explains the subsequent
posukim and answers that regarding a zechus, something positive and good, we have the principle of uhbpc tka ostk ihfz. Thus,
doing the wv iumr is a good thing and their acceptance worked for future doros as well. 
    Perhaps we can add a machshava based on the following story. It was a cold, snowy day in Yeshivah Torah Vodaas and the
Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Shloime Heiman zt”l, was scheduled to say a shiur in the beis medrash. Due to the inclement weather,
however, only two bochurim actually showed up. R’ Shloime, undeterred, delivered the shiur in his usual manner, with all the
vigor and energy he had, as if the room was filled to capacity. His voice echoed all throughout the cavernous hall. 
    After the shiur, the two boys came over and asked him, “Rebbe, you could have either skipped the shiur, or given a less
dramatic delivery. It was only us.” R’ Shloime’s reply teaches us a most powerful lesson. He said, “It wasn’t just you. I saw all
FIFTY boys here.” They were confused. He went on to explain, “I don’t just see you. I saw all your all future descendants in
attendance! I gave a shiur knowing its impact will be not only on you, but on them as well.” 
     Moshe told the Yidden, “True, you are the only ones actually present here today, but inside of you are your future doros.
Recognize that your decisions today affect the future.” We must always recognize and understand that we are here only due to
the strength of our forebears. The key to the success of the future lies within us, the present. Let us daven to Hashem for the
thnas t,ghhx to make the correct decisions this year that will impact our progeny positively. Have a Ksiva V’chasima Tova.       

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 /// lukgch vku,c rujc kgch hf(v-cx whgah)

 vnhnav ubk vkgh hn rntk tuv ohnac tk
 /// vbagbu v,t ubgnahu ubk vjehu(ch-k)

ouhv sng ubng vp ubah rat ,t hf /// ofsck of,t tku
 /// ouhv ubng vp ubbht rat ,tu ubhekt wv hbpk(sh'dh'-yf)

/// lgrzu v,t vhj, ignk ohhjc ,rjcu vkkevu vfrcv lhbpk h,,b ,unvu ohhjv (vf-jf)
     The Ramchal (Mesilas Yesharim) writes that once a person has committed a sin, what’s done is done and what would
his regret accomplish anyway? However, Hashem, in His great kindness has granted us an opportunity through teshuvah to
undo - retroactively - the effects of an act committed previously. R’ Chaim Stein zt”l explains that Hashem in His kindness
and desire to give a sinner a second chance, created this function of regret, thus enabling a Jew to do teshuvah.
    A number of years ago, a young man from a non-religious family began to see the beauty of a Torah-true lifestyle and after
a few months, became a baal teshuvah. His family was ambivalent about his new status but he explained to them that
following the Torah and doing mitzvos was his calling in life. Unfortunately, a short while after he accepted the yoke of Torah
and mitzvos, he was killed in a road accident. His non-religious family members were shocked. They were full of questions
and accusations. How could this happen to their son now, when he had just embraced his new life, a Torah lifestyle?
     A rabbi in the community where the family lived came to HaGaon R’ Chaim Kanievsky zt”l and said, “I am going to
visit the family, and I am sure to be asked questions about how such a thing could have happened. What shall I tell them?” 
    R’ Chaim was quiet for a moment. Then, he said, “Tell them he was supposed to have died two years ago.” 
   The rabbi was confused at the answer and R’ Chaim did not elaborate, but he went to visit the family anyway. As expected,
they began to ask the questions and challenge him at every step. At first he tried to lecture them about how man cannot
fathom Hashem’s ways. When he saw that they could not accept his answers, he said, somewhat nervously, “I’ll tell you the
truth. I went to R’ Chaim Kanievsky, and he said I should tell you that your son was supposed to have died two years ago.” 
    The room fell silent. The family members sat back in utter shock. Then, the young man’s father broke down and cried.
“Yes, the Rav is correct! Two years ago, our son had a life-threatening illness. At the last moment he recovered. Clearly, he
was granted another two years of life to allow him to do teshuvah and begin keeping the mitzvos!” 
   On another occasion, a man came to R’ Chaim during Elul and asked whether he should schedule a surgery for before Rosh
Hashana or after Rosh Hashana. R’ Chaim replied that he should wait until after Rosh Hashana, since on the Yom Hadin we
are judged anew and we then have the opportunity to ensure a favorable judgment through teshuvah and prayer.
    A few days later, a different visitor told R’ Chaim that he had to undergo some medical testing and asked whether he
should wait until after Rosh Hashana. R’ Chaim told him to do the tests as soon as possible.
    “At least give me a blessing that the doctors shouldn’t find anything harmful,” the man asked.
    “That is not what you should ask,” R’ Chaim pointed out. “It is not proper to ask that the tests don’t find anything. If there
is something harmful, you must find it as soon as possible. This way, you can hopefully deal with the matter successfully and
take care of quickly. Rather, let me give you a blessing that there should not be anything harmful to find!” 
    There were a number of people present and when one talmid chacham was asked why R’ Chaim gives such different
and varied responses to different people, like the first man whom he told to wait till after Rosh Hashana and the second
man whom he told not to delay, he pointed out what R’ Chaim wrote in his Sefer Orchos Yosher, about ruach hakodesh:
“We find many times that when great people are asked questions, they give one response to one person and the opposite
response to another person. This is because all these responses are Heavenly inspiration that are given to those great in
Torah. They say what Heaven puts in their mouths to say. It is akin to a lesser level of prophecy. As for the fact that the
blessings of a tzaddik are fulfilled, very often this is in the merit that the tzaddik acts wholly for the sake of Heaven. At
other times, the blessings are fulfilled in the merit of the petitioner: in the merit that he relies completely on the tzaddik.
Often, when a person relies on a tzaddik, the tzaddik is granted a special degree of siyata diShmaya to know what to say,
and his advice is fulfilled .... Praiseworthy is a person who attaches himself to the true sages and listens to their words.”        
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 ///lkt hck ,urrac hf hk vhvh ouka rntk ucckc lrc,vu)jh-yf(
llllyyyynnnn: R’ Yisroel Reisman shlita, the Rosh Yeshivah of
Torah Vodaas, offers a powerful analogy to bring out a very
important lesson: Two pious Jews davened shachris together
for 40 years. While Reuven never came after the 7:00 am
start time, Shimon always came a few minutes earlier. Each
prepared for davening with much devotion. Each enunciated
every word in the siddur with fervor and enthusiasm. It was
truly an inspiring sight to watch the duo pray each day.
   Finally the time came. The angel of death swooped down
to earth and took those two precious souls to a lofty place in
heaven. Standing before the heavenly court, they were
rewarded tremendously for the pious lives they led.
Specifically for the morning prayers, Reuven received a
special portion for his inspiring shachris prayers. But that

  

was nothing compared to the more grandeur portion Shimon
received for his shachris. The difference between them?
Well, they didn’t either understand, so they asked the
heavenly court for an explanation. The answer came based on
a Gemara (Berachos 47b) which states that the first ten
individuals of a minyan get rewarded the amount all attendees
receive, put together! Shimon was always from the first ten!
   Reuven was aghast, “What? They really meant that
seriously?!” he cried out with bitter tears. But it was too late!
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The world is not a hefker velt, a free-for-all. Especially
for a Torah Jew, the Torah has a set of laws that must be
obeyed and the more committed one is to every word the
Torah states, the more reward he will receive in olam haba. 
    As we prepare for Rosh Hashana, we bear in mind many
mitzvos, or more accurately, the many opportunities Hashem
gives us to obtain a greater reward for that special time.

     Yeshaya HaNavi discusses Eretz Yisroel and exclaims:
“[Just] as a youth espouses a maiden, [so too] your sons
(Klal Yisroel) shall espouse you (Eretz Yisroel).” Chazal
explain that the image of a husband and wife is commonly
used by the prophets to describe the relationship between
Hashem and Klal Yisroel. Here, Yeshaya HaNavi focuses
specifically on the joy at the renewal of this relationship - for
just as a young man weds a maiden, so too Klal Yisroel will
“wed” the Land of Israel. With comparable joy and
enthusiasm, they will arrive to inhabit, build, and develop the
land - like the gladness of a groom and bride just starting
their lives together. But the Navi seems to use such a
comparison for a specific reason. Why is that? 

    R’ Yaakov Ashkenazi zt”l (Tze’enah Ure’enah) explains
that in general, people to seek a mate who is comparable in
age. This is because they have more in common and feel a
closer connection than someone older or younger than
themselves. Chazal often refer to Klal Yisroel as a youthful
Nation, however the Land of Israel is an ancient land replete
with historic history. Surely, such a match does not seem
appropriate. Thus, based on the understanding of the Radak
we can say that when gentile and heathen nations occupy the
land, the land loses its vitality and portrays itself as an old and
worn-out land. However, when inhabited by Hashem’s
chosen people, the land becomes youthful and fruitful and
can produce incredible things - a true match!
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