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ã"ñùú éøùú 'âë-'áë - äøåú úçîù - úøöò éðéîù
Shemini Atzeres - Simchas Torah - October 18-19, 2003

7:02 - 'á ìéì/úåøð ú÷ìãä    (Monsey, NY)     5:55 - 'à ìéì/úåøð ú÷ìãä        
6:10 - 'á íåé  /  äòé÷ù      ~~~~~~~~        9:20 - 'á-'à íåé/à"î/ù"ø÷æñ   

 7:00 - 'á íåé  /  ë"äö           ~~~~~~~        9:56 - 'á-'à íåé/à"øâä/ù"ø÷æñ 
7:22 - íú åðéáø úèéùì            ~~~~~        6:12  - 'à íåé/úáù/äòé÷ù             

(è"åé úìéôú) 'åëå äæä âçä úøöò éðéîù íåé úà .... äáäàá åðé÷ìà 'ä åðì ïúúå
 íùî ÷ìç äæ ïéà äæä âçì íéàøå÷ åðàù "úøöò éðéîù" íùäù øàåáî äðä     
 ÷øå ,úøöò íåé íâ àåäù àìà "éðéîùä íåé" âçä àø÷ð àø÷áã ,äøåúä ïåùìá âçä
 (ç"ñøú 'éñ ç"åà) ÷ñô øáçîä äðäå ."úøöò éðéîù" åúåà åàø÷ íéîëç ïåùìá
 à"îøä áúëå .äæä úøöòä âç éðéîù íåé úà .... äìéôúá øîåà éðéîù ìéì ì"æå
  úøöò éðéîù íåé íéøîåà àìà ... éðéîùá âç íéøîåà ïéàù ïéâäåð åðàù åéúåäâäá
 øéáñäì ,á÷òéì úîà 'ñá ,ì"öæ é÷öðî÷ á÷òé ø"åîâä áúëå .ù"ééò ì"ëò
 ë"àùî ,àø÷îä ïåùìá êøáì êéøö íãàù ì"ñ ãéîú øáçîä úîàáù ú÷åìçîä
 íåé" àåä äøåúá âçä íù ø÷éòù ïåéë ë"àå .íéîëç ïåùìá êøáì øáåñ à"îøä
 ìù äæ ïåùìá êøáì íéëéøö êëì ,ì"æç åùøãù åîëå úøöòä âç àåäù àìà "éðéîùä
 øúá úëìì àéä åúèéùù ,à"îøä íðîà .åðéúìéôúá "äæä úøöòä âç éðéîù íåé"

."äæä âçä úøöò éðéîù íåé" øîåì ÷ñô íéîëçä ïåùì
 ïî àéä äåöîä íàá éåìú ìëäå äøåúä ïåùìá êøáì ì"ñ ò"åëã ì"úà åìéôàå     
 âçä ïéà ë"àå ìàøùé õøàá øâ äéä øáçîäã ùøôì ùé äæá íâ ,ïðáøãî åà äøåúä
 ë"àùî .àø÷îä ïåùì è÷ð êëì ,ú"äî íìåòì åìù úøöò éðéîùå ,ãáì 'à íåé àìà
 ë"ò êøèöé äøåú úçîùá ë"à è"åé ìù íéîé 'á åì äéäå ì"åçá àöîð äéäã à"îøä
 øîàéå äðùé íà íðîà .ïðáøã ïéã ÷ø àåä äæ íåé éøäù,"úøöò éðéîù íåé" øîåì
 ïåùìá äøåú úçîùáå ,àø÷îä ïåùìá åðééäå "äæä âçä éðéîù íåé" úøöò éðéîùá
       .ïðáøã äåöî çñåð íäéðùá ì"æç åð÷éú êëìå ,éðù è"åéá ìåæìæ éãéì àáé ,íéîëç

   (å,ä-ãì äëøáä úàæ) äæä íåéä ãò åúøåá÷ úà ùéà òãé àìå .... äùî íù úîéå
?äùî ìù åøá÷ íå÷î øúúñð äî éðôî ç"á àîç ø"à (.âé äèåñ) 'îâá àúéà     
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(åè-æ úìä÷) 'åâå åúòøá êéøàî òùø ùéå å÷ãöá ãáà ÷éãö ùé ... éúéàø ìëä úà
     Shlomo Hamelech, is teaching us an important lesson: It's never too late to 
return to the proper fold of Torah and mitzvos. Even a òùø - wicked person, is 
bestowed with an extended period of time to do teshuvah. The medrash gives a 
moshol - parable:  A band of robbers who had been imprisoned by the king 
managed to dig a tunnel for their escape. They broke through and fled - except 
for one man who chose to remain behind. When the prison warden discovered 
the tunnel and saw that this man had stayed behind, he began to beat him with 
his stick. "Hapless one!" he screamed. "The tunnel was open in front of you! 
Why did you not save yourself?" 
     The Manchester Rosh Yeshiva, R' Yehudah Zev Segal ZT"L, illuminates 
the parable as follows: The man who remained behind did not need to expend 
great effort at creating an avenue of escape - it was there before him, waiting to 
be used. All he needed to do was crawl through the tunnel and he would have 
found himself in the open air of freedom. His inaction conveys more than mere 
foolishness. The fact that he did not make use of a golden opportunity to escape 
indicates that he is unafraid of the impending judgment against him.
     With regard to our sins, we need not feel overwhelmed by the task of 
transforming ourselves from bad to good. The path to full repentance is already 
paved before us. All that is required of us is that we embark on the path and 
demonstrate a sincere desire to change. Then, Hakadosh Baruch Hu will lead 
us by the hand along the road of return. However, failure to engage in teshuvah 
indicates a lack of fear of Divine retribution. The "tunnel" is open before us - 
why don't we save ourselves?

R' Yisroel Salanter ZT"L would say:
    "Simchas Torah is a bittersweet holiday for me. On the one hand, I rejoice 
greatly in our precious Torah. On the other, I am saddened over the many Jews 
who violate the Torah daily. Thus, the more joy I feel on Simchas Torah, the 
more keenly I feel pain over the level to which our people have sunk!" 

R' Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT"L (Chiddushei Harim) would say:
   "A common misconception is that on Simchas Torah we celebrate the 
completion of the Torah. No! In truth, we celebrate beginning all over again!"

A Great Ba'al Mussar ZT"L would say:
   ""Torah weakens the power of man." Yes, it weakens man's power to sin!"
áåè ìæî MR & MRS DOV POLLAK ON THE MARRIAGE OF THEIR DAUGHTER GITEL 
RABBI & MRS YANKEL KATZ ON THE MARRIAGE OF THEIR DAUGHTER SHAINDY
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You see, the Chosson Torah is a bride and groom relationship. When a young 
man and a young woman are acquainted with one another and are mutually 
attracted, there is no need to have a shadchan - matchmaker, involved, and no 
payment is necessary. However, if the two are total strangers and are brought 
together by a matchmaker, the latter receives a fee for his services."
     "The same is true in this case," quipped the rov. "When a Torah scholar 
receives the honor of Chosson Torah, it is a loving relationship, because he 
and the Torah have known each other for a long time and have developed a 
mutual fondness. In a situation, though, where the person receiving this special 
honor is a total stranger to the Torah, there obviously had to be a matchmaker, 
who had to be given his fee!"

 (äì-èë ñçðô) 'åâå åùòú àì äãåáò úëàìî ìë íëì äéäú úøöò éðéîùä íåéá
     Shemini Atzeres is an unusual Yom Tov, in that it is recognized as a  éðôá ìâø
åîöò - Festival in its own right, yet it could not exist without the previous Yom 
Tov of Sukkos. The link between the two festivals is underlined by Rashi's 
comment in the gemara (çî äëåñ), that it is its own festival because, "We do 
not sit any more in the Sukkah." In other words, it is a Yom Tov which retains a 
unique simcha to retire from the Sukkah to one's home. This explanation 
certainly underlines the connection between Sukkos and Shemini Atzeres, but 
on consideration it is a remarkable statement. We know that the mitzvah of 
Sukkah is for seven days and after that the Jew is to return home, but should 
the returning be deemed a special simcha? Should it be regarded as a mitzvah? 
    R' Benzion Firrer ZT"L gives a timeless explanation. When we leave our 
homes in order to go into the Sukkah, we are mindful of the fact that we are not 
our own masters; that we cannot rely on "éãé íöåòå éçë" - "My strength and the 
power of my hand." We need the help and protection of the Almighty in all of 
our endeavors. We are likewise reminded that this world is merely a corridor to 
the world to come. However, leaving the comfort of our home into a temporary 
structure could implant a dangerous misconception. One may possibly think 
that he is obliged to escape into this spiritual haven for all time. Leave the real 
world behind, once and for all, and live a purely ascetic life. He could even 
imagine that the sukkah is the final target of all his aspirations. Thus, Shemini 
Atzeres followed by Simchas Torah, comes to teach us that there is no escape 
from the real world. Of course our aspirations must always be godly and 
spiritual, but having, as it were, recharged our spiritual batteries, we are now 
obliged to return home and accept the obligations that come with living in this 
world, with a joy unique to Shemini Atzeres and the fulfillment of its mitzvos.      
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 åãîòé àîùå ,íöøàî åìâé ìàøùéå áøçéì ùã÷îä úéá ãéúòù ä"á÷ä òãéù éðôî
 äìéôúá ãåîò åðéáø äùî åì åøîàéå äùî ìù åøá÷ ìò íéðåðçúáå éëáá äòù äúåàá

 .ë"ò äøéæâä ìèáéå äùî ãîòéå ,åðãòá
 ,úòãå íòè 'ñá ,à"èéìù êåáðøèù äùî ø"åîâäì äàøð äæá äðååëä ÷îåòå     
 ,ùîî ùôð úåøéñî ìù ïôåàá ìàøùé ìòî ú"éùä úåøéæâ ìèáî åðéáø äùî úåéäáù
 éøäå ,"êøôñî àð éðçî" øîàù ,ìâòä éùòî øçàì ìàøùé ãòá äùî ììôúäù åîëå
 íéîãîù ,íéîù éùðåòî íúàøéå ìàøùé ìù íãçô ùéìçäì äìåìò äùî ìù åæ åúãî
 áåùìî åæ äáñá åòðîéå ,íðéã øæâ òåø÷ì åðéáø äùî ÷éãöä ìù ïúìéôúá éã éë
 íëøãî åáåùéùá ,úåðåò úìéçîì ìàøùé åëæé ãáì äæá êà øùà ,íùôð ìò ïðçúäìå

.ú"éùä úãåáòì íìù áìá åáø÷úéå äòøä
 éìåãâå íé÷éãöä úåøá÷ øàù àìå ,äùî úøåá÷ íå÷î ä"á÷ä øéúñä êëéôì     
 é"òå .ìàøùé ìò íéîçø øøåòìå ìåòôì ,åæ åúãîá ãçééúð äùîá êà éë ,ìàøùé
 çëá ïéãá úåëæì íéáåèä íäéùòîá ÷æçúäì é"ðá ãåîìé ,åúøåá÷ íå÷î úøúñä

.åòùååéé ãáì íéøåá÷ õøàá øùà íé÷éãöå íéùåã÷ä çëáù åîãé àìå ,íîöò

 'åâå äìë ìò ïúç ùåùîë êé÷ìà êéìò ùéùé .... äøåúä úçîùá åçîùå åùéù
     On Simchas Torah, when the annual reading of the Torah is completed, it is 
customary to call a learned scholar - one who has delved into the intricacies and 
tasted the sweet pleasures of the Torah - to the reading of the final portion. This 
honor is referred to as Chosson Torah - literally, the bridegroom of the Torah, 
indicating a loving relationship between the person who is engaged in study and 
the Torah itself. Just as a groom and bride share a loving relationship, so too the 
Torah and its scholars achieve a lasting bond and enjoinment.
     The story is told that in one community, a wealthy man who was totally 
unlearned wished to receive the distinct honor of Chosson Torah. He 
approached the gabbai and requested to be given this wonderful honor, 
however, the gabbai was extremely hesitant and reluctant to oblige. A man not 
taken to having his wishes refused, the rich man offered a substantial sum of 
money to the gabbai, and the caretaker could not resist the temptation. When 
the rich man was actually called up and smugly performed his obligation, the 
rov of the shul, suspecting that this was done for financial gain, confronted the 
gabbai. "Is it true that you were paid to give this honor to him?" asked the rov 
in an accusatory tone. The gabbai held out for a time before admitting that he 
was indeed paid to extend this honor to someone totally ignorant of Torah.
    Seeing that man was truly sorry, the rov softened his tone in order to mollify 
the chastened gabbai. After all, it was a mistake and he was unable to resist the 
forceful manner in which he the rich man approached him. The rov looked at 
his trusty gabbai and said, "In truth, I can understand this situation quite well.
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