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Sw3: This is what we say in viduy: "WwN' - “We are
guilty,” we have sinned before Hashem. "wm1" - “We have
betrayed,” we paid bad for good. But not only that. " -
“We have robbed,” with the life that He gave us, the health
He has graced us with, the strength He has bestowed on us,

with time that belongs to Him, with all these, we have defied
Him! We must recognize that everything belongs to Hashem;
that He is the Master of all, that He fashioned all of creation!
And in the light of this, we have an obligation to serve Him
with the, gifts He has given us. (R’ Yankel Galinsky z#”’])

A SERIES IN HALACHA va@?

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"B919 125 N DM’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (93)
Torah Study Throughout the Year: Bitul Torah. In our
ongoing series about the mitzvah of Talmud Torah and with the
holy day of Yom Kippur approaching, now is an appropriate
time to talk about the subject of "nmm 51" - neglecting Torah
study. There are many statements from Chazal about the
seriousness of this sin and the terrible things that it can bring
about, such as rain being withheld (1) and causing war to break
out against Klal Yisroel . In the Viduy of Yom Kippur, it does
not seem to mention this sin specifically. Many ask why indeed
is it not mentioned? For such a severe sin, one would imagine
the Viduy should contain references to it. The Chida’h @) in his
explanation of the list of "nWN" that we recite numerous times
throughout the period of selichos and on Yom Kippur itself, does
include a number of “subset” aveiros under each letter of the
Viduy. Under the letter "2" of "wm1" he lists "n7mn 5" as a key
sin for which one must do Teshuvah. In the larger, more detailed
Viduy of "non 5y", Bitul Torah it is not mentioned specifically by
name, however, some feel it is certainly included in some of the
aveiros that we do single out by name, like "WN>" - frivolous
banter, and "»y 19" - throwing off one responsibilities (yoke).
Details of the Sin. In general, Bitul Torah refers to one who is

D WY
able to learn and does not do so, as is mentioned in Shulchan
Aruch @. Of course, one is permitted to use a portion of his time
to earn a parmassa and to take care of his personal and family
needs. Nevertheless, time must be set aside for Torah learning
and as time becomes more available, greater amounts - even
maximum amounts - should be used for Torah study.

The Chofetz Chaim z#’l writes () that in his day and age,
reading newspapers and being curious to know every last detail
about what is going on in the world, was a major cause of Bitul
Torah, not only for bochurim in Yeshivah, but for everyone.
People would stop learning to delve into these matters which
usually didn’t even pertain to them. On the other hand, a person
might have a genuine w9 nM-need to talk about what’s going
on, and might find it hard to balance this with Bitul Torah. This
very idea is mentioned and discussed in the Pri Megadim (),
Tiferes Yisroel on Avos, and Shemiras Halashon (7). In such a
case, one should definitely seek out the guidance of a Rav, Rebbi
or Talmid Chacham, in order to recognize and understand what
is appropriate for him and how much time he should devote to it.
Quality of Learning. R’ Chaim Brisker 2’7 is quoted as saying
that if a person always chooses to learn in a shallow manner or
easy topics only, this is called Bitul Torah in quality of learning.
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R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel z¢”’1 (Sichos Rav Nosson Tzvi) would say:

PRI TN DX DAY XD OO WX T NI2DY INYD Ty D9 NY' - Rashi writes: ‘What is the meaning of ‘I can no longer go or
come’? (Moshe said,) ‘I am not permitted,” because authority was taken from him and granted to Yehoshua.’ The lesson
we learn from Rashi is that only because Moshe was not permitted to enter the Holy Land, did he not go in. A person

cannot say 712 N’ -

‘l am not able,” to do something, for if the Torah says to do it, one must marshal all his strength to see

it through, and cannot say he is too tired, too weak, or too old. The only thing that can stop a person from doing something is

the call of "Nw7 PN -

‘I am not permitted.’ If Hashem does not allow it, then one cannot do it; otherwise he has no excuse.”

R’ Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler z¢£”’l (Michtav M’Eliyahu) would say:
“IONIY 1 TYD NINTD NPV Y TPNN WY .. NN DPWN IR 099 1and nnyY - The Torah is referred to as ‘Shira’

especially when it comes to the mitzvah of writing a Sefer Torah.

If we were to simply view Torah study as a

requirement, an obligation, the correct and proper thing to do, or the like, then the Torah is not a Shira, a song with
beautiful notes of exhilaration, and it will be difficult for it to be ‘written’ - in other words, to remain (kiyum) engraved
within us, and for the coming generations. We should reflect upon and appreciate the beauty and sweetness of Torah,
the Shira of Torah! For this is Torah study that is ‘written down’ - thus it is eternal and everlasting!”

A Wise Man would say:

SNt 111 4 1w oY

“Sometimes the smallest step in the right dlrectlon ends up being the biggest step of your life.”
Sy iep 7 S
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The problems facing a fellow Jew are our problems and the tears streaming down their faces are just as real to us as they
are to them. If we are looking for ways to repent our sins with a complete Teshuvah and herald the holy day of Yom Kippur
when we reunite with our Father in Heaven, this is where we must begin. We reach upwards by reaching outwards.

The Rosh Yeshivah of Shaar HaTorah in Queens, New York, was known to be a man of towering greatness and wisdom.
Worthy of being called the “Rosh Yeshivah’s Rosh Yeshivah,” R’ Zelig Epstein zt”’l served as the address for countless
individuals, including other well-known Rabbanim and organizations, who sought his counsel and guidance. As a man who
rendered and resolved serious life decisions, his broad shoulders provided succor and support to all those who needed it.

On one such occasion, R” Zelig shouldered the burdens of a woman who had tragically been widowed. Having survived
the Holocaust together with her husband, they arrived at the shores of America and went on to build a family with three
children. Unfortunately, the pangs of the Holocaust took an irreparable toll on her husband and he could not take it any longer.
Tragically, he decided to end his own life. Having left his wife behind, she now faced a murky future as both a Holocaust
survivor and lonely widow. She was very fragile and needed someone to turn to for solace. R’ Zelig was that individual.

Some time later, one of her children grew very ill and needed medical treatment. Once again, R’ Zelig stepped forward.
Overseeing all the medical procedures that were involved in caring for the child, R’ Zelig’s efforts bore fruit. At least for a
short while. Until erev Yom Kippur of that year, when matters decidedly took a turn for the worst and the many sorrows
which already troubled this widow grew exponentially. Her beloved son passed away leaving her alone in the world.

It was already too close to Yom Kippur to go about with the burial, and so it would have to be postponed for another day.
Yet, here was this woman, having survived the inferno of the Holocaust, lost a husband to suicide and now a child to illness.
She most certainly could have filled up a full cup with tears. R Zelig, however, was a bit more worried than that.

Walking to Kol Nidrei later that evening, R* Zelig began thinking if just perhaps this tragedy would be the proverbial straw
that would break the camel’s back. Just maybe, this woman would not be able to endure her loss and she would break down
and meet the same fate as her husband, G-d forbid. R’ Zelig made a quick decision. He decided to skip Kol Nidrei and the
Yom Kippur davening and instead walk to this woman’s house and spend the holy day with her. Were he to give her the
emotional support she needed at this painful time, perhaps she would be able to pull through. But as R’ Zelig continued walking,
he realized that it would take him well over an hour to make it to the woman’s house. And maybe an hour was too long.

Without further delay, R” Zelig decided to confer with his mentor, R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky z¢’’I, as to the proper course of
action. Quickly entering Yeshiva Torah Vodaath where R’ Yaakov was davening, he caught the Rosh Yeshivah in the middle
of reciting the blessings prior to Shema. But R’ Zelig had a pressing and urgent matter which could not wait even a minute.

Making his way over to R’ Yaakov, he asked, “Can I take a bus to visit this widow so she will not remain by herself?”’

Well aware that between carrying the money for the bus fare and traveling to the woman’s house, some violation of Yom
Kippur was involved, R’ Yaakov nevertheless pointed to a few coins placed near him. The money which R’ Yaakov had
designated to be used for his own bus fare after Yom Kippur, went to R’ Zelig instead to do this important mitzvah.

And so, R’ Zelig Epstein, one of the preeminent leaders of the previous generation, ran to the nearest bus station and
traveled to the home of this poor widow on the night of Kol Nidrei - just so she would not remain alone. And it was all
because he thought that maybe out of the misery of her life, she would decide to cut it short. It was there that R* Zelig spent
the rest of Yom Kippur, offering care and comfort to a woman who was facing the most trying of times. (Rabbi Y. Frand)

Correction: The story in last week’s issue regarding Mr. Edmund Glazer, 9/11, and the circamstances at his funeral, is
untrue. This fabrication needs to be fully retracted so that the public should not think that it is true. Let this serve as a
full retraction of that story. We take full responsibility for this error, and sincerely apologize for the pain that it has caused.
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Swi: A dentist once related how one of his patients came to
him with a mouth in complete ruins; he needed a complete
rehabilitation of his jaw, as well as teeth implants and
treatment for his gums. It was complicated and delicate
work, which required a great deal of patience and
responsibility. The procedure wasn’t going to be cheap. The
maintenance of a dental clinic is expensive and the dentist’s
expertise and reputation warranted the high fees he charged.
But the dentist had mercy and after some negotiation, he
agreed to take a third of what the treatment should cost.

The patient had to come in for several visits, first for a

cleaning, then for the artificial teeth, and then the permanent
implants. After all that, he didn’t end up paying a penny.
“Why did he bother to bargain with me,” the dentist
wondered, “if he wasn’t even planning to pay me? I called, I
sent reminders, but he had disappeared. I decided that I would
stop by his house. I knocked on his door and finally spoke to
him face-to-face. ‘Listen, if it’s too difficult for you to pay the
whole thing, you can pay in installments.” Do you know what
he did? He opened his mouth and gave me a good roasting!
Then he threw me out of the house. And do you know what
hurts the most? That he velled at me - with my own teeth!”

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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The Torah tells us to gather together the men, women and even the small children, for the mitzvah of Hakhel, so that they
may hear, learn, and fear Hashem, and perform all the mitzvos of the Torah. In essence, Hakhel marks three unique events: the
end of Shemittah, the Chag of Sukkos, and the mitzvah of Aliyah L’regel. The common denominator of these three events is that
they all require Bitachon in Hashem. During a Shemittah year, farmers rely entirely on Hashem for their sustenance, without
being able to lift a finger to help themselves. This give them a new perspective on life realizing that even when one does work,
Hashem is behind his success. Aliyah L’regel requires every person to leave his home and come to Yerushalayim. Who will
guard their homes? Who will make sure that no one steals their livestock? The answer is that Hashem is watching their crops,
their homes, and their possessions. Every person maintains tremendous Bitachon in Hashem, and knows that he will come
home to find everything intact. Sukkos commemorates Klal Yisroel following Hashem’s command to go into the wilderness
with no food, no water, no new clothing and no protection from the elements ... obviously requiring tremendous Bitachon.

My machshava here is that when these three events come together and every Jew comes to the realization that Hashem is
the only One Who provides all of our needs, it is now the perfect time to read the Torah at Hakhel. We are so hassled with
our need to earn a living, that many of us have no time to learn, or daven with the proper Kavanah. The lesson of Hakhel is
to realize that we can maintain our serenity and rely on Hashem to provide our parnassa. We have an obligation to do our
hishtadlus but we must realize that since Hashem determines how much money we will make this year, we should devote
more time to davening, to learning, and to spending time with our wife and children, without forfeiting our entire life to
work. This way we will merit that all of our wishes will be answered by the Ribono Shel Olam for a NP NV MIV.
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Chazal tell us that had Moshe Rabbeinu entered the Land
of Israel, he would have built the Bais HaMikdash, which
would subsequently never have been destroyed. He would
also have sealed the entrance to Gehinnom. (P’rashas
D’rachim) Moshe was distraught upon hearing that he was
denied entry into Eretz Yisroel. But he did not languish in
gloom. He spent his last days transmitting Hashem’s word to
the Nation. He spoke to them individually and left them a
most precious legacy - a Sefer Torah scroll for each tribe.

In fact, Moshe wrote 13 Torah scrolls on the last day of
his life, one for each shevar and one which he gave to the
Leviim with explicit instructions to “place it along side the
ark.” Some say that a board projected out from the Aron,
and there it was laid, while others maintain that it was laid
alongside the Luchos, inside the Aron. (Rashi) The reason
one Torah was placed at the side of the Aron was so that if, at

some future date, someone would attempt to falsify the words
of the Torah, a “master copy” would be available with which
to rebut the falsifier. This Torah was entrusted to the Leviim
to place at the Aron, for they are the keepers of the tradition.

In his sefer Tehillah L’Dovid, R’ Dovid Lifschutz z¢”’
(Suvalker Rav) explains further: It is human nature that one
who deviates off the path of Hashem and no longer wishes to
observe the Torah’s laws will not simply abandon them; he
will create a new religion or a new philosophy which he will
claim is the Torah. This phenomenon can be seen many times
throughout our history, beginning with the Golden Calf,
when the Jewish people declared, “This is your god, Yisroel.”

Now, Moshe Rabbeinu was afraid that someone would
take out his Sefer Torah and, for example, erase the words
“Do not” from the commandment “Do not murder” or “Do
not steal.” As long as the Torah remains untouched, one or
two generations may stray, but their descendants will return.
Once the Torah is tampered with, however, all is lost.

iDIT . AN ¥ TS ON FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
HEMIDDAT OF F o LY :N:) bmwjmzﬂn{u?mg}wm% GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
There are four periods of Teshuvah that are alluded to in the parshiyos that we read during the month of Elul and through
the beginning of the new year. R> Moshe Wolfson shlit’a points out that there are 30 posukim in Parshas Vayelech, which
can be compared to the 30 days of Elul, after which the perfectly righteous are signed and sealed into the Book of Life.
There are 40 posukim in Nitzavim which are linked to the 40 days from Rosh Chodesh Elul until Yom Kippur, when the
Beinonim - those of average merit - can repent and be inscribed for a good year. And there are 52 posukim in Parshas
Haazinu which allude to the 52 days from the beginning of Elul until Shemini Atzeres, when extra time is given for each and
every individual, even those of minimal merit, to return to Hashem through Teshuvah and receive a positive judgment.

The combined total of all the posukim in these three parshiyos is 122. This is an allusion to the 122 days - a bit more than
four full months - from Rosh Chodesh Elul until “Zos Chanukah” - the last day of Chanukah - when Hashem, in His
infinite Wisdom and Mercy still leaves a window open for even the lowest neshamos to find their way home.

R’ Wolfson further points out that Parshas Ki Savo, which also contains 122 posukim, is filled with many curses that will
come to those who do not serve Hashem properly. But these curses must come to an end, as it says, "o MY NHON" - may
the year and all its curses end. From these 122 posukim of Ki Savo, we go on to read the 122 posukim of Nitzavim, Vayelech
and Haazinu, which we hope will replace all the terrible curses with the most wonderful blessings for the coming year.

This Shabbos Shuva, may we merit to be among the perfectly righteous who are already signed and sealed in the Book of Life.




