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Greek Hellenists was "7nmn onvown’"” - to uproot the prima-

cy of Torah study from amongst the Jewish nation, and make
them no different from any other nation. But Hashem would
allow no such thing and He defeated them with a mighty

A SERICS IN HALACHA

hand. Thus, writes the Kedushas Levi, it is incumbent upon
us, to increase our efforts in Torah study during Chanukah to
commemorate, as well as to re-establish, that Torah learning
is not the greatest thing in life - it is the only thing in life!
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (10)

Learning Halacha Daily. A number of weeks ago, we
discussed the obligation of learning Mussar daily, or at least very
regularly. The next related topic is the obligation to learn
Halacha, thereby knowing what to do and what not to do in
one’s daily activities. Chazal have made a number of important
statements regarding the concept of learning halacha:

1) “Whoever learns halachos daily is guaranteed to be an
occupant in the World To Come.” (1) (For such a guarantee
alone one should jump to learn two halachos every day!)
The Taz and Shach both agree that this statement refers
specifically to learning practical halacha ().

2) Hashem loves the places where halacha is learned more than
other places of prayer and Torah study (3.

3) Great is Torah study because it brings to the act of
fulfillment of the halachos that one learns @).

4) The highest form of learning is NTON NNMYOY OND
NIODNT - to achieve a clarity and be able to attain practical
halacha out of the Gemara’s discussions ().

Preference Given to Learning Halacha. There are numerous

sources who hold that learning practical halacha takes

precedence over other types of learning (see the introduction of
the Chofetz Chaim to the first and third volumes of Mishna

Berura). Even if one cannot devote a lot of time to halacha, d
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R’ Eliyahu Meir Bloch ZT”’L (Pninei Daas) would say:

to his other studies, he must still find some amount of time to
integrate it into his schedule. Even if time doesn’t allow for an in-
depth learning of the sources of the halacha, one can still glean
the “bottom line” from Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, Mishna Berura
and other seforim in all languages that are available today. It is so
important to know laws of Berachos, Davening, Tefillin, Shabbos,
Kashrus etc. When a Yom Tov comes, one should prepare well
by learning, at least in a brief way, the laws of that Yom Tov.
All Learning Can Be Halachic. The Ramban in his famous
Iggeres (letter) to his son writes: When you finish a session of
learning, think if in your learning there is something that you can
put into action in your life activities. If there is a story of special
conduct, one can see where it might sometimes be relevant to
him. For example, when one learns a Gemara about financial
topics, he can see how important it is to be honest in his dealings
as well as to guard the money of others; Shabbos and Yom Tov,
he can see the generations of Tannaim and Amoraim inspecting
and analyzing every action that is done on these days; Kodshim,
he can see the importance of Korbonos (sacrifices) and the
davening that now takes the place of Korbonos, etc. One can be
very creative in applying Gemara to halachic life.

One of the most important things about leaming halacha is to
see the importance of every action, word and thought and happily

the chance to make them all pleasing in the eyes of Hashem.
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““The wicked lord over their Gods, as it says, ‘Pharaoh dreamed and he was standing over the (Nile) river.” The
righteous allow their G-d to Lord over them, as it says, ‘And behold Hashem was standing over him (Yaakov).” (Medrash)
A Tzaddik constantly strives to grow closer to Hashem, and since Hashem is always above him, he rises in levels of
understanding in order to follow the will of Hashem. The wicked, however, control their Gods, their ideologies and
their beliefs, until they make it conform to their will and desire. Thus, they ‘lord over their Gods’ and control them.”

R’ Meir Hurvitz ZT”’L (Dzikover Rebbe) would say:
“The days of Chanukah are S9non for healing. The gematriya of 'yaN) 8oy 791" (518) is equal to 'moOWN NPT

R’ Menachem Mendel Morgenstern ZT”’L (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:

“A segulah for one who is afflicted with a ‘Rose’ (an acne-like skin condition, often referred to as Rosacea) is to take oil
from the flask that is used to pour into the Menorah, and rub it on the affected area, and one will get healed. This is alluded
to in the words, 'O 9MNY - From the leftover in the flasks, ‘05 ©) DwyY - a miracle will occur to (heal) the Rose!”

R’ Naftali Tzvi Hurvitz ZT”’L (Ropschitzer Rebbe) would say:
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he year was 1777. The month was December. The American Continental Army under General George Washington
was awaiting the battle at Valley Forge. The future president was deeply concerned about the welfare of his troops. The
bitter cold and the poor provisions with which his revolutionary army soldiers had been provided did not bode well for the
outcome of the critical battle that awaited them. Wrapped in his officer’s cape and wearing his three-cornered hat,
Washington went outside to see firsthand how his men were faring. As he went from tent to tent, he saw men dressed in
rags, huddling around small fires, trying to keep warm with a hot meal of any sort. He continued to walk about when
suddenly he encountered a single soldier bent over a small metal apparatus in which he had lit a few small tallow candles.

Intrigued, General Washington walked over to the young private for a better look. Startled, the man jumped to his feet
and saluted. The general said, “Explain to me why you are lighting those little candles here, in the middle of nowhere.”

The soldier was, of course, Jewish. He began to relate the age-old tale of foreign Greeks who, upon conquering the Land of
Israel, had entered the Jews’ holy Temple and placed their idols in the most sacred place of worship. He told how the valiant
Maccabees, no longer able to bear the evil decrees forbidding the performance of Jewish ritual and the study of Torah, rose up
against the evil Greeks even though they were greatly outnumbered and poorly armed. “Just like here, only more so,” the
private interspersed. “Nevertheless, through the grace of Heaven, they succeeded in removing the Greeks from their land.”

The soldier then explained how the Maccabees purified the sanctuary and finding only one undefiled container of oil,
used it to light the Menorah. Miraculously that one small container of oil, which should have been enough for one day,
instead lasted for eight full days - until new oil could be made. In commemoration, he was lighting those little lights.

General Washington stood enthralled. He looked at the little flames, and at the face of the Jew. Then, he laid a firm
hand on the man’s shoulder. “You are a Jew,” he exclaimed, “from a nation of prophets! I treat what you just said as a
prophetic message from the Almighty Himself! With your little lights and your inspiring story, you have struck new
courage in my troubled heart.” The General shook the young soldier’s hand, saluted, then turned to continue on his rounds.

What happened after that is history: It took a number of weeks but General Washington’s forces outlasted the British
and thus scored a decisive victory at Valley Forge, the beginning of an overall pattern of success in battle. Eventually it led
to independence from Great Britain for the fledgling colonies who were soon to become the United States of America.

One evening, some two years after that fateful December night, the young Jewish soldier, who had since returned from
the war to his home on Broome Street in New York City, was sitting with his family around the dinner table. It was
Chanukah and the family had just lit their Menorah in the window for all to see.

Suddenly, there was a knock at the door. The soldier opened the door and was shocked: General, President, George
Washington, was standing in the doorway, in all his glory. “Behold the wonderful candles. The candles of hope of the
Jewish people,” he proclaimed joyously as he gazed admiringly at the Chanukah candles in the window.

The General walked into the brightly lit home and surveyed his surroundings approvingly. Then, he placed his hand
upon the soldier’s shoulder and said, “The candlelight and your beautiful words lit a flame in my heart that night. Surely,
you and your comrades will receive due recognition for all of your valor at Valley Forge. But this night, accept from me,
this medallion.” He proceeded to hang a medallion of gold upon the soldier’s chest and shook his hand. Tears came to the
younger man’s eyes; he couldn’t say a word. The General saw his emotion, shook his hand once again and left the house.

The soldier stirred as if coming to from a memorable dream. He then looked down at the medallion and saw a beautiful
engraving of a Chanukah Menorah with the first candle lit. Below was written, “As an expression of gratitude for the
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SwB: As Chief Rabbi of the city of Tzefas and a pro)ﬁaent
Mohel, R’ Shmuel Heller ZT”’L was constantly in demand
to perform circumcisions on the baby boys born in his city.
However, he always begged off attending the festive meal
afterwards claiming that he had many important needs to
attend to. In truth, R> Shmuel just wanted to get back to his
learning, for every second of Torah study was precious to him.

He was once a mohel at a bris during Chanukah, and as
soon as the ceremony was over, he packed up his stuff and
ﬁgan to leave. Someone asked him why he didn’t say. After

candle of your Menorah.” This medallion is part of the permanent collection in the Jewish Museum in New York.
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all, it was a Yom Tov and there is a mitzvah to eat a seudah on
Chanukah, as well as by a Bris Milah.

R’ Shmuel smiled and replied that he really was following
the dictum of our Sages on Chanukah. “The gemara (X2 12v)
asks the famous question: '1noWN N1’ - what is Chanukah?
What is the purpose and meaning behind this festive holiday.”

As he turned to leave, R” Shmuel concluded, “And what is
the answer given by Chazal? "7 wWnT - for the Rabbis learned
- in other words, the purpose of Chanukah is to learn Torah!”
5'@79_3: Indeed, our sages tell us as much, that the focus of the
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When the shevatim went down to Egypt, the Torah
refers to them as “Yosef’s brothers” rather than “Yaakov’s
sons.” Rashi explains that they regretted selling Yosef; their
brotherly feelings had finally reawakened, and the Torah
emphasizes this by calling them Yosef’s brothers. What
happened all of a sudden to make them regret their actions?
Why had they not had regret until now? Furthermore, when
the brothers sold Yosef originally, they formed a beis din
and found him guilty of being a rodef (pursuer) to which
they were legally permitted to kill him. They mitigated his
punishment and sold him as a slave rather than put him to
death. So how could they revoke their judgment now?

R’ Dovid Kviat ZT”L (Succas Dovid) answers that
when Yaakov told his sons to go down to Egypt for food,
they heard him say something unusual. He said, “Behold, 1
have heard that there is food (1aw) in Egypt.” Rashi
explains that what he was really saying (and this is how the
brothers understood it) was that there was “hope” in Egypt
(the word "av" can also mean hope). Rashi explains that
Yaakov did not have a clear-cut prophecy or he would have
known that Yosef was there. Rather, he had what might be
described as Divine intuition and thus he felt that there was
hope in Egypt. When the brothers heard this, they realized
something their father did not: this “hope” was none other
than the expectation that Yosef might be alive in Egypt.
Once they saw that Hashem had hinted to their father that
he had hope in Egypt, they realized the time was right for
them to go and redeem Yosef. Since the brothers felt they
had sinned by selling him, they were glad to atone for this
sin by redeeming him even for very great sums of money.

Hence the Torah says, “And Yosef’s brothers went
down.” At that moment, they were only Yosef’s brothers.
Their brotherly feelings were reawakened and they wanted
to work on feeling fraternal love towards him again.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGITS
ON THE WEECKLY MIDDAH OF .
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On Chanukah, every child is taught to “spin the dreidle,”
the timeless Jewish pastime that is wholly associated with
this most wonderful holiday. It appears to be a seemingly
innocent child’s game, however, we find throughout history
that even our greatest Torah leaders in all generations would
involve themselves with the dreidle game. There have been
variations, but the basic rules are the same: the dreidle has
four Hebrew letters on its four sides - 'w 'n "> " (in 5"n). A
person spins the dreidle and if it lands on ") (o¥) he gets
nothing. If it lands on "v" (Syv¥) he puts some coins in the
pot. If it lands on "n" (a5x0) he gets half of the take. But if it
lands on "y" (x)x3) he wins the game and takes the whole prize.

The game of dreidle is also an allusion to the “game” of
life. There are four types of sojourns that a person may
experience on this earth. There are those who know only of
the negative, the sorrow and the pain; whatever they touch
turns to dust, and they are unsuccessful at every turn ("Y".
Then, there are those who have lost a lot in their lives, but
they haven’t given up; they continue to look ahead, to make
sacrifices until they see the light at the end of the tunnel ("v").
The next type is the one who is moderately successful; he has
just enough to sustain him and his family ("n"), although he has
never quite reached the highest level - that of the person who
has "2 55" - all the blessings of Heaven, both in material
wealth and in spiritual riches. He has reached the pinnacle of
what a person can achieve in this world ("y"). (@101 aN)

The four letters are also an allusion found in the posuk:
(M- 1 YNI) "MYY) Mad mmnd" - which refers to when
Yehudah was sent down to the Land of Goshen by Yaakov
Avinu, to set up houses of prayer and Torah study, for the
soon-to-be-arriving Bnei Yisroel. When a person merits the "Y'
(from the dreidle) and achieves Heavenly blessings, he must
use them to lead the other aspects of his life, both good and
bad, by making Torah and Tefillah his first priority in life.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT sHLOMO
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Isntit interesting that the word "yp¥" (oil), has the same root as the word "mww” - the number 8! In truth, the root of both
words is "yav" - which means fat! The obvious connection between the three is that if one eats a lot of ypv, i.e. latkes,
sufganiyot, etc. for the mmw (8) days of Chanukah, he will definitely gain weight and become "ypv" - FAT! But, of course,
there is a deeper meaning behind this connection! There is a reason why the little flask of oil burned specifically for eight days.

We know that the number 8 symbolizes "yavn y2 noyn>" - above nature. The number eight takes us beyond the physical
world to something higher and completely spiritual. For this reason, a baby boy has a bris on the 8th day, because he is
transforming from a physical being into a Jew who is filled with ruchniyus. The Greeks tried desperately to destroy us. Not our
physical bodies; our soul was what they wanted. They did not want to kill us. They wanted us to live - but to live as gentiles.

When the Jews found one pure flask of olive oil with which to light the menorah, they were ecstatic. It meant there was still
hope for purity and holiness. But when they lit the menorah and it lasted for 8 days, they understood that even one tiny spark of
pure kedusha can rebuild Yiddishkeit and shine away all the dark, materialistic and meaningless influences of the Greeks. The
message of the oil that burned for eight days is that every Yiddishe neshama, no matter how tiny or far flung it may be, has the
power to rise "yavn ya Noyn>” - above and beyond the physical materialistic world. And if you don’t believe me, just do as they
did in the times of Chanukah: Ignite the flame inside your Jewish soul and watch it shine far beyond your wildest imagination!




