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The question is asked: When the Bnei Yisroel were at Har Sinai, each
person called out his acceptance of the Torah. Since each person was
answering for himself, shouldn't the words have been »ynwx) nwyN» - 1
will do and I will obey?
The great Rebbe, R' Simcha Bunim of Pshis'cha ZT"L answers with

| aparable. A group of people were stranded in an arid barren desert, with

no protection from the elements. They were all parched with thirst,
languishing in the blistering sun. Suddenly a well-stocked caravan
arrived on the scene. A man descended from the wagon, bearing large
flasks of cool water. Approaching one of the thirsty individuals, he asked,
"Would you like some water?"

Thankfully, the man replied, "Yes! We would be so grateful for some
water." He spoke in the plural for he knew with certainty that every

| member of the group was as desperately thirsty as he was.

When the Bnei Yisroel were in the Sinai desert and Hashem asked
them whether they wanted the Torah, each member of the nation felt with
certainty that his neighbor had as great a desire to hear the word of G-d
as he himself did. They were as one man with one heart, and each could
say confidently that all his fellow brothers were united in this longing.
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It is forbidden to write on Shabbos, even without ink, by engraving
letters or shapes in a hard surface. Similarly, it is forbidden to mold
letters or figures out of clay or another pliable material. This applies as
well to packing together moist sand or crumbs and forming meaningful
figures. It is likewise prohibited to fashion letters by cutting their shapes

- out of cloth or paper.

This prohibition also applies to carving fruits, vegetables or bread (or
any other food item) into the shape of meaningful figures. However,

| cutting vegetables into pieces that have simple shapes, such as squares or

triangles, is permitted. Only the carving of meaningful figures, such as
letters, numbers, people or animals is forbidden.

Taking photographs, developing film or X-rays, or making prints of
photographs, also fall under the prohibition of writing.
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not contain himself any longer. "Pardon me, Rebbe, but tell me please!
You didn't say a word, so what was the purpose of your unusual visit?"

Said R' Yisroel, "I came to your house to perform a Mitzvah, and B"H
I was successful!" The rich man was surprised. "What Mitzvah?"

"Our Rabbis teach us 9mb XoW MNN T2 ,¥PWIN 12T IMY MNHY DY
YNV IINY 12T - Just as it is a Mitzvah to instruct someone who will
listen, so too, is it a Mitzvah not to speak when he will not listen. 1 know
that what I have to say, you will not listen to, therefore, I fulfilled a
Mitzvah by not even telling you anything about it!"

The rich man was extremely curious now and repeatedly asked what it
was the Rebbe had to tell him, but R' Yisroel kept refusing saying, "I'm
sure you won't listen anyway!" The rich man pleaded with the Rebbe.

Finally, R' Yisroel relented. "There is an old, poor widow who has
fallen into debt and owes the bank quite a bit of money. The bank wants
to foreclose on her home and she will be devastated. But I didn't want to
ask you to forego on her loan so that I could fulfill this Mitzvah!"

The bank president understood and paid the entire debt out himself.
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The Medrash writes that the habit of a dog is that when it begins to
bark and howl, other dogs gather around and begin barking and howling.
But the Bnei Yisroel are not like that, for they shall be holy and pure.

The Ksav Sofer, R' Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin Sofer ZT"L
explains this Medrash as follows: Just as the dogs who gather around the
original barking dog and continue barking, even though they have no
apparent reason to do so, so too, when a quarrel breaks out between two
men, immediately a crowd gathers around from all sides and instead of
attempting to make peace and stop the fight, they instigate further and
provoke dissension, even though the dispute has nothing to do with them.

Thus Chazal wish to warn us, that we, the Bnei Yisroel, are not to act
in the way of the dogs, rather Y Yonn wNp »wIN - Holy men shall you
be to me.
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The Chassidim would tell over the story of the extreme cleverness of
the Rebbe, R' Yisroel of Vishnitza ZT"L, who maintained the custom
of taking a short walk every evening accompanied by his Gabbai. One
evening the Rebbe began to walk and without a word, he headed toward
the home of a very wealthy man, a non-religious Jew, who was the
president of the local bank. He knocked on the front door and when a
| servant answered the door, the Rebbe silently strode forward into the
| house, to the bewilderment of his Gabbai and the servant. When the rich
| man saw who was in his home, he immediately led him into his study and
offered him a seat which the Rebbe took without uttering even one word.

All were seated and were waiting for the Rebbe to explain the purpose
of his visit, however, R' Yisroel just sat quietly in his place, while an
uncomfortable silence settled over the room. The rich man whispered to
| the Gabbai to explain what this was all about but he, too, had no idea as
| to the Rebbe's motives. After a short while, R' Yisroel stood up and made
his way to the door. The rich man accompanied him outside and could




