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This posuk discusses the prohibition denying the rich man to donate
more than a Ypwn 108NN - a half shekel to the construction of the mishkan.
We can understand that it is indeed a trial for the poor person not to give
less than a half shekel, because it requires great effort on his part to obtain
the necessary amount. However, what is the test of the rich man? Why
would he seek to increase his contribution to the miskkan if he was not
required, and why does the Torah specifically deny him the right to do so?

The Mirrer mashgiach, R' Yerucham Levovitz ZT"L, explains that at
times, it becomes natural for a wealthy individual to attempt to control
his surroundings. People seek advice from rich people because they
respect and trust them. They also feel that they must do as the rich man
says, sometimes because they feel intimidated, or because of his
donations. By supporting a cause, the wealthy person takes a controlling
interest in that cause. As a result, he is tempted to donate funds to matters
of importance, specifically in order to control them. In the case of the
donations solicited for the korbonos and the mishkan, the Torah did not
want rich people to have any extra interest or advantage over their less
fortunate and impoverished brethren. All of the Jewish people must
contribute equally and have an equal share in the holiness of the mishkan.
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R' Yisroel Salanter ZT"L would say:
"A person who seeks honor and recognition may believe himself to be
independent and self-sufficient. But, where would he be without others to
supply his ego needs? He is the most dependent person in the world!"

Rabbi Dr. Abrabham J. Twerski Shlit"a would say:
"A vain person is always aware of himself. One is generally not aware
of one's "self" unless it is diseased. Thus, vanity is a disease of the "self"!"

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:
"Nothing grows from the ground unless seeds are planted first. The

"seed" of falsehood must be buried before the truth .can sgrout forth!"
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One time at a public gathering, the rzaddik was in a state of spiritual

ecstasy, when he was suddenly seized by a severe coughing spasm. Only
after a number of minutes and with great difficulty, his son aroused R’
‘Chaim from his trance, and urged him to drink some hot tea in order to
relieve the coughing spell.

"Why did you interrupt me," the rebbe turned to him, just the slightest
bit annoyed, "I was in the highest of celestial spheres, and in those
conditions of spirit, one has no need for hot tea."

"True, father," the son countered respectfully, "but in those exalted
states of trance, one does not cough either!"

R' Chaim looked at him and smiled. "You win," he admitted,
accepting the hot cup of tea readily now, "You win." And he gladly drank
of the steaming cup. -
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Chazal say that Hashem forced Bnei Yisroel to accept the Torah by
holding Har Sinai over their heads. The medrash explains that Bnei
Yisroel accepted the anoaw nnn - Written Torah, willingly, but they had
to be forced to take the no Yyaw nWn - Oral Torah, as well. Can these
really be separated, after all they are both considered Torah?

R' Yitzchak Hutner ZT"L suggests that studying the “Written
Torah” may be deemed a "private” matter; one opens up a Chumash and
learns. The "Oral Torah", however, can best be studied in groups; by
definition, it requires a community of individuals who will meet and
share oral traditions with each other. There is, therefore, a distinction
between the two "Torahs", and it was this feeling of communal
responsibility and acceptance, which Brei Yisroel was forced to take
upon themselves, under threat of being buried beneath the mountain.

R' Hutner adds the following thought: The gemara says that the
halacha that all Jews are responsible for each other - m D227y YR 73
| »mY - did not take effect until after Moshe's death. This is consistent with
the above distinction, for although 1o byaw nn was taught to Moshe at
Har Sinai, Moshe's life was considered the "era" of the Written Torah.
Until the day that Moshe died, the writing of the Torah was not
completed. Only thereafter did the era of the Oral Torah begin, and the
idea of communal responsibility began with it.
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Many stories are told of the great masters who were able to uplift
themselves to such an exalted spiritual state, that their entire being would
seem to enter the Heavenly spheres and deal directly with the celestial
angels. The famous tzaddik, R' Chaim Sanzer ZT"L, was one of these
great rebbes who would often go into states of profound meditation,
during which he appeared to lose all contact with the physical world. It
would seem that he actually lost control of his physical body in pursuit of
reaching higher and higher level of holiness. For example, R' Chaim had a
congenital weakness in one of his legs, which required much care and
delicate maneuvering, yet during these moments of profound meditation
and inspired prayer, he would sometimes get carried away with such
fervor, that he would stamp his legs heavily, in a repeated manner, until it
would actually begin to bleed. R’ Chaim himself, was obviously unaware
of the bleeding and the pain and could not control his actions, and
attendants would constantly have to rush over to stem the bleeding and sit
the rebbe down.

The rebbetzin would plead with the rebbe's private shammash -
attendant, to take measures to protect his weak leg, but he always replied,

"Believe me, it is pointless. I assure you our master has no idea which leg

he is stomping on and there is little we can do about it."
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