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Rashi explains that Yitzchok perceived the difference between
Yaakov and Esav, because Yaakov always spoke softly and solicitously

| to his father, while Esav spoke harshly and impolitely.

The question is asked: Just as Yaakov changed the feel of his hands to
withstand recognition, why didn't he also change the tone of his voice
and speak as Esav would have?

The Shearis Menachem answers that we see from here that Yaakov

| was able to imitate everything - touch, taste, etc., to be similar to Esav,

but under no circumstance could he bring himself to speak in contempt
and in the vile manner of Esav. So too, the descendents of Yaakov should
never fall prey to the traps and pitfalls that lay in our way, so as never to
talk and act in the contemptuous and vile manner of the other nations.
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Articles of clothing that are not intrinsic parts of a garment, may

| nevertheless be considered subordinate (v9v) to the garment, thus
| allowing one to wear it outdoors. Any article that performs a function

that enhances the effectiveness or appearance of a garment is accorded

| the same status as the clothing itself, and one may wear it in a TN

0>270. For example, a belt or suspenders that are used to hold up one's
pants, or a safety pin that holds together a garment, may be worn in a

| public domain, as well as shirt collar stiffeners, shoulder pads, tie clips
| and even a bobby pin to secure a Yarmulke in place.

An item that has little or no value, that is attached to an article of
clothing, may also be considered subordinate to the garment even if it
does not perform any function. Spare buttons, Identification tags and
Shaatnez labels that are sewn inside a garment, and threads left in a
garment from a fallen button, are examples of this. Cleaner's and price

| tags are also considered subordinate to the clothing, however, these
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received? Most likely those that were actually given to Esav after Yaakov ;

took the initial blessings, TN TWND 1M 121 TAVID 7PN XIND DDV MY
PTININ YYD 19y NP9 - Behold from the fat of the land will be your
habitat..... And it will be when he will falter (when Yisroel will not keep
the Torah and Mitzvos - Rashi) and you will throw off his yoke from on
your shoulders.

"Now between you and me, it's clear that ywn vy and his future
descendents would never have kept the Torah for even one day, and so,
Yaakov would have benefitted by throwing off the terrible yoke of power
that Esav controlled over him, gaining the upper hand and causing Esav
to be subservient to him for all generations."

"So in reality," concluded the Maggid, "It would appear as if Rivkah
miscalculated, because had the order of events unfolded as they were
supposed to have, we, the 2py»> »2, would have long ago freed ourselves
from the pain and hardship of subservience, harsh rule and x> "
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When Rivkah was pregnant with Yaakov and Esav, she suffered much
discomfort. Rashi quotes 5710, that when she would pass the doors of the
Yeshiva of Shem and Aver, Yaakov would struggle to emerge, but when
she passed temples of idol-worship, she would feel Esav struggle within.

The Sefer Mayanos Hanetzach comments that many crucial factors in |

a child's development depend upon the mother. If a mother is accustomed
to coming to the doors of Torah and Mitzvos and she shows an
appreciation for a Religious way of life, the "Yaakov" within the child
strives to emerge, but if she prefers a culture alien to our heritage, the
child's "Esav"-like tendencies will struggle to dominate the child's life.
We see this further from Harav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT"L
who writes that the Hebrew word for mother 7on, is spelled with the
same letters as the Hebrew word for If - 7ox». The mother is the 7on” -
the "If" - a crucial factor in child rearing. If the input of the mother is
consistent with her goals, the child will very likely follow in her ways.

| second, right after his brother. And what Berachos would he have
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The great Rebbe, R' Yisroel ZT"L of Koznitz, was well known for

| his wondrous and inspiring Drashos that he gave for his Chassidim, and
| was affectionately known to all as the Koznitzer Maggid.

While once speaking on Parshas Toldos, the Maggid was recounting

| the story of how Rivkah convinced Yaakov to take his brother, Esav's,

place and be the one to receive the coveted Berachos from Yitzchok, their
father. In mid-speech, the Maggid suddenly took on a stern gaze and
proclaimed, "We see clearly from here, that when the woman of the

- | house takes charge of matters into her own hands, her husband will
.| eventually stumble and mistakes will follow!"

The Chassidim listening were stunned and totally unaware of what the
Rebbe was referring to. R' Yisroel said, "It's true. If Rivkah Imeinu would

| not have intervened and Esav would have actually received the original
| Berachos out of Yitzchok's mouth, surely Yaakov would not have been

stuck with absolutely nothing. Rather, he would have been blessed

-




