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Swn3: Hakadosh Boruch Hu is the not only the Creator of ~ for they are surely in the hands of the Master of the World.
the World, He is also the Captain of the World. He knows Amid all the uneasiness and confusion over what may lie
all and steers His creations in any way He wants. Amid all ahead, it is critical for every person to take the time to
the anxiety and unpleasantness of our time, it is important separate himself from the others and gaze upon the “face of
for mankind to recognize that all matters are out of our haI'ldS the Capte;jn” - placing his trust in Hashem Yisborach.
SERIES IN > 2PV = =% | "t 9 "
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"wyTp Pann " - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (54)  a segulah for shemira (guarding a person or a house). The Chida
Disposing of Sukkos Mitzvah Items. After the Yom Tov of (sefer Kikar L.’aden) writes that from the Yerushalmi )it seems
Sukkos, there are a number of items that were used over the that people used to keep their Lulavim all year in their homes. He
holiday that are not worth saving and must be disposed of adds that he saw great chachamim who kept all four minim in
according to Halacha. The Gemara (1) states that "neyTp »vmwn”  their homes for a whole year as a shemira for the house. Many
such as Tefillin (and their straps) which contain Hashem’s Name  seforim bring a custom to make Esrog jelly and feed it to a
cannot be thrown in the trash. However, "mxnowinwn’such asa  pregnant lady as a segulah for an easy childbirth (this might be
Shofar or Esrog can be thrown away. The Shulchan Aruch ) connected to a Gemara in Kesubos 61a that eating an Esrog is
explains that these items may be placed in the trash only in an  good for the fetus), or to anybody on 7u B’shvat.
honorable manner; it should not be done in a way that is Accessories. The accessories of the Arba Minim, such as the
“shameful” for the mitzvah. They can also be used for mundane Esrog box, sponge or stringy wrapping, do not contain any
purposes if it will not be considered shaming the mitzvah. Thisis  kedusha and can be thrown away. If there are posukim printed on
all referring to a mitzvah item that is not set aside for ongoing or  them (which is not a good idea in the first place), then they need
future mitzvah use, such as an Esrog after Sukkos or a worn-out — proper geniza (burial). One could cut away the posuk and put just
Talis. However, items that have been used at least once and will ~ that part in geniza. If it just says the words "7n Xy 19" on it, R’
be reused again for a mitzvah should not be used for mundane Nissim Karelitz Shlit’a rules that this is just a fancy decorative
usage. For example, if one wants to move an item which is notin  title and not considered a Posuk that requires geniza ).
his reach during Sukkos, he should not use the side of his Lulav Hoshanes. The leftover Aravos (Hoshanos) that are banged on
to move it. However, once Sukkos is over, this is permitted. Hoshana Raba have the same din as the Arba Minim above.
Arba Minim. The four minim used on Sukkos may be placed Many save them for the burning of Chametz. Some people carry
into a plastic bag and put out to the garbage. Some people are around a leaf, or part of a leaf, in their wallet or pocket, as a
machmir and store them away to use for another mitzvah, such  shemira. They wrap it in plastic so it shouldn’t dry and crumble.
as burning the chametz before Pesach (3),or using the Hadassim Sukkah Decorations. Those decorations that do not have
for besamim (spices) for havdalah. @). posukim written on them can be wrapped in a plastic bag and

Segulos. There are sources who say that saving certain items are  thrown into the trash 7).
P09 (4) NN 19192 MIYN (3) RN NN (2) 95 12N (1)
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“The first posuk in the Torah contains every vowel sound except for one: the 'Y’ is missing from this verse. The
reason is because the letters of the P also spell the word pV' - falsehood. Hashem created the world to be a place
of total truth - Emes - and there is no room for a shuruk in describing the beginning of Creation.”

R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin ZT”’L (Maharil Diskin) would say:

“‘Kayin spoke to Hevel his brother, and when they were in the field, Kayin rose up against his brother, Hevel,
and killed him.” Hevel, the shepherd, quarreled with his brother, Kayin, the farmer in the field. What was Hevel
doing in the field, in Kayin’s domain? At first Kayin started the argument with his brother - ‘Kayin spoke to Hevel...’
What should Hevel have done? He should have ignored his brother. Instead, though, he tried to persuade Kayin of
his own correct position. He was therefore drawn to Kayin’s field to continue the argument, unaware that arguments
of this sort are ineffective. To the contrary, they reinforce the feelings of animosity, they push the participants into
corners, arouse violence and force. As we know, tragically, the end was bitter indeed.”

A Wise Man would say:
“A happy man is not a man with a certain set of circumstances, rather a man with a certain set of attitudes!”
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A remarkable personage who, according to tradition, occupied the throne of Poland for a short time was a Jew by the
name of Shaul Wahl. As legend goes, his father had done a great favor for one of the Polish princes, Nicholas Radziwill,
and in return, the prince took young Shaul, whom he had searched for and located studying in a yeshivah in Brest-Litovsk
(Brisk), under his wing. He was so captivated by the brilliance and depth of Shaul’s intellect that he brought him to his own
castle, provided for all his wants, and supplied him with all possible means for study. The noblemen who visited Radziwill’s
court marveled at the wisdom and learning of the young Jew, and thus the fame of Shaul spread throughout Poland.

When King Bathori of Poland died (1586), the people were divided into factions. There were quite a number of
candidates for the throne, but the contending parties could agree upon no one. Polish law stipulated that the throne must
not remain unoccupied for any length of time, and in case the electors could not agree upon a candidate, a “rex-pro-
tempore” (temporary king) must be appointed. Prince Nicholas Radziwill proposed the name Shaul Wahl, insisting he was
a man who belonged to neither party, and who in wisdom and goodness, was far superior to anyone else he knew.
Eventually, amid great enthusiasm and shouts of “Long live King Saul,” the young man was elected to this high office.
The name “Wahl” was added from the German word “wahl” (election). Traditions differ as to the length of his reign.
Some state that he ruled one night only; others make it a few days. All, however, are agreed that Shaul succeeded in
passing a number of very wise laws, and among them some that tended to ameliorate the condition of the Jews in Poland.
Although this story cannot be supported by historical data, it gained a firm place in the belief of the people.

After his short reign, Shaul Wahl settled in Brisk and continued to be a wealthy and influential individual who was a
frequent visitor at the Prince’s palace. As a result of his close personal relationship with the Prince and other influential
ministers, his son came to the attention of one of their daughters. She was a wild-spirit and was used to getting whatever
she desired. She became infatuated with this Jewish boy and decided she must marry him. Of course, Shaul Wahl and his
family were not of the same mind. In order to avoid an unpleasant and perhaps dangerous refusal, Shaul sought to quickly
marry his son to a Jewish girl, so that he would no longer be eligible for the nobleman’s daughter.

Time was of the essence, as was the need for secrecy. Shaul searched the city and found, in the local hospital, a young
Jewish woman who had contracted a life-threatening illness. The doctors had gone so far as to despair of her life. Shaul
Wahl contacted her father, who granted permission for his daughter to “marry” the Jewish nobleman’s son, in order to
save him from the designs of the princess.

The wedding ceremony was conducted in private and the two were married. However, once she became his
daughter-in-law, Shaul felt responsible to take care and treat the young woman’s sickness, and he investigated her situation
in depth. Not satisfied with the medical care she had been receiving, he provided the necessary funds to hire expert
physicians and a new course of treatment was prescribed. Thankfully, the woman saw marked improvement almost
immediately, and after a short time, she was completely cured.

After she had recovered, she requested an audience with her father-in-law, Shaul Wahl, without revealing her identity
to his secretary. She wanted to thank him for all he had done on her behalf. As he was not accustomed to meeting women
privately, she was not granted a meeting. However, she insisted, explaining that it was an unusual situation. When Shaul

heard this he permitted her to visit. Upon arriving at his stately office, she told him her name. Instantly, he recognized her
and said, “Oh, yes, I imagine that now we should arrange divorce proceedings for you and my son ....”

“Please,” she interrupted, “may I ask why? What is it that I have done wrong?”” Taken aback, Shaul realized that she
was right. He was very impressed with the young woman and her modest demeanor, and the couple remained married.
They were blessed with five sets of twins, which inspired their surnamg, T(?(')mim (or Thumim), Hebrew for twins.
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S5w: One of the renowned English literary celebrities, Sir
Robert Louis Stevenson, tells of one of his voyages to the
South Sea Islands. In the midst of his voyage, a terrible
storm arose. Rain and wind lashed at the ship and the
frightened passengers feared the ship would be lost.

All were huddled below deck, fearing the might of the
elements when one sailor asked where the captain was.
Carefully, he climbed to the upper deck, where he saw the
captain quietly pacing the bridge. The sailor was astounded
to see the level of calm and confidence displayed on his

captain’s face. When the wind attempted to thrash him from
side to side, the man stood his ground and calmly held onto
the ship’s wheel. The captain saw the sailor and with an
undisturbed face, he looked out across the raging sea and
issued decisive orders for handling the ship.

After handling the orders, the sailor made his way back
to the lower cabin where all the passengers were huddled
together. They were anxious to hear from him. In response
to their questions, the sailor responded, “Believe me, I have
seen the captain’s face and all is well.”
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There is an obvious question here: the posuk begins by saying that Hashem created two large luminaries (05773 ™ NN0)
and then continues by stating that the large one was for the daytime (the sun) and the small one - "Yopn N0 - was for the
nighttime! My machshava is that since the sun is something that allows the moon to light up the night, automatically the sun is
called a "»7y" and the moon is called a "Yop" since the moon has no light of its own; it is merely a reflection of the sun’s light.

At a recent Bris of an einekel of mine, I said over the following thought: We say: "n>m» 5y yopn m” - This baby should
mature into greatness. The idea is that the very nature of a baby - a true "yop" - is to be concerned only with himself and his
own needs. He immediately cries when he wants to nurse, or be changed, etc... He doesn’t care who he is disturbing or
what time of day or night this happens. Conversely, the definition of a ">y7)" does not depend on how much Torah one has
learned, but rather how much one is concerned for his fellow man’s cares and needs - just like the sun takes care of the
moon by sharing its great light. We therefore express a Tefilla that this tiny, dependent infant, who now only thinks of his
own needs, will one day grow up to become a "»1)" who will be concerned about others and help provide for their needs.

Many years ago, I was at a Bris where R’ Joseph B. Soloveitchik ZT”L spoke and suggested a different 1200 in the
beracha we say. A growing child is the recipient of wisdom and chinuch from his parents, and therefore, for a large portion
of his life remains a "yop", merely a reflection of the light of his parents who raised him. The beracha we give him is that

this young child should take this light from his parents and generate his own light by illuminating the lives of others.
May we all see our children grow up to become "7y by helping and teaching others, bringing us much nachas as well.

DRUSH V'CHIDDUSH
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Every Jewish child knows that Parshas Beraishis is not
the beginning of Jewish history. The history of the Jewish
people begins two parshiyos later, in Lech Lecha, which
tells of Avraham Avinu’s first steps in the world. Beraishis,
on the other hand, tells about the beginning of the creation
of the world, the beginnings of universal Man, Adam
Harishon, with whom human history begins. Adam is the
father of all humanity, as is Noach. The second Torah
portion, Noach, tells of the rise of the various nations of the
world, including those of whom not a trace remains today.

Therefore, if the Jews were to learn and read in the Torah
concerning only their own history, they really ought to start
with Lech Lecha, which tells the story of the first Jew,
Avraham. But we don’t. We always starts with Beraishis,
with the first days of Creation, learning the profound lesson

that every person can always have a new beginning. Here
we read that the first human being lived in the magnificent
Garden of Eden, and sinned. He was summarily banished
from Eden and granted the opportunity to start a new life.

A further lesson to be gleaned from Beraishis is when we
read how the Divine voice called out to Adam, "N>N" -
“Where are you?” This call resounds throughout the world,
to all the human beings in the world, till this very day.

The Jew, writes Rabbi Aaron B. Shurin Z’L (Moadim
L’Simcha), often in a moment of Edenic inspiration,
responds to this call, declaring: “Here I am! I am ready for a
new beginning. I am ready to build a more beautiful, better
world.” In the broad gentile world, this Divine call of "noN"
falls on deaf ears, because the Nations do not understand the
true power of "mwNT1" - of starting fresh. This deaf world
continues to hide behind the fig leaves of false resolutions
that are leading the world to chaos and degeneration.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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There is a mo9a w0 in Parshas Beraishis that connects the words "NvT NNn NwTn' - “Let the earth sprout
vegetation,” to the posuk in Parshas Emor, "o>nwa) nx ommyY' - “You shall afflict yourselves,” the commandment to fast
on Yom Kippur. What could possibly be the connection between these two posukim? R’ Avraham Shmuel Binyamin
Sofer ZT”’L (Ksav Sofer) explains that the posuk that tells of the earth sprouting forth is the command for everything in the
world to grow and be uplifted. It does not only refer to vegetation but to everything in this world. Likewise, the highest level
that a human can reach is on Yom Kippur when he/she becomes an angel, totally disconnected to the physical world.

This message can be taken one step further. If we examine the different forms of creations we will see that each one can
be raised up to a higher level. A "om7" (inanimate object) such as earth, can be moved up to the level of a "nmx", with a
simple seed in the ground. A "nmy" can be raised up to the level of ™n" (living creature) by being eaten by an animal and
giving it sustenance. A "™n" can be raised up by being slaughtered and eaten by "DTN" (man) - the next level. Each one has
the ability to go one step higher, all except for man. Man has an unlimited potential to raise himself up to greatness.

The Medrash Rabba tells us that when Hashem finished all of His creations, He saw that it was "TND 20" - “very good.”
This refers to the creation of man. The word "n" and the word "0TN" are comprised of the same letters, to teach us that it is
only Man who has the ability to become very, very great. This is the free choice of man. We can choose to be like Hashem -
"2 MYIN" - and go far beyond the physical aspects of being a man.

As we begin a new year, may we all surpass our own goals and aspirations and become the greatest being that we can.




