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S®B3: Yosef suffered many tragedies. He was sold as a
slave in Egypt and thrown into prison to languish for many
years. But his descent, this terrible period in his life, gave
him the title by which he is known for all time: Yosef
HaTzaddik (Righteous). Sometimes we find ourselves at the

A SERICS IN HALACHA
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (58)

“bottom of the pit” looking up in despair. Yet, if we think of
the troubles Yosef lived through, we can come to the
conclusion that if Hashem sends us on a stony path, He will
surely provide us with strong shoes! He will not send us out
on any journey for which He does not equip us adequately!
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ANSWER 1II: The ‘“Yeshivishe” Answer. There are two

Laws of Tashmishei Kedusha (cont.). There is a difference
between Tashmishei Kedusha that contain the Name of Hashem

(i.e. Mezuzah) and mitzvah items which do not (i.e. 7Zitzis). By
Tashmishei Kedusha we apply the rule of yn wmipa yown'
"y - we go higher and not lower in kedusha. However, by
Tashmishei mitzvah, objects of mitzvah, there is no such rule as
long as it is not used for a disgraceful activity (i.e. cleaning a
toilet with a Talis Katan), even if it is worn out and not used
anymore, as explained in halacha (1), based on the Gemara (2).
QUESTION: One can ask an obvious question: Chazal tell us
@) that the reason we light one candle on the first night of
Chanukah and add an additional candle each successive night
(like Bais Hillel) is for this very reason - "y w0 PN w2 poyi”.
However, in this case we are talking about mitzvah items and not
kedusha items, and yet we still apply this rule. This seems to
contradict the above-mentioned Gemara.

ANSWER: We see from a number of laws that the Chanukah
Menorah was made similar to the Menorah in the Bais
Hamikdash. For example, one is not permitted to derive benefit
from the Chanukah lights and the Ran @ explains that the
reason is because the sages made the Chanukah lights similar to
the lights in the Bais Hamikdash. These holy items of the Bais
Hamikdash were considered items of kedusha even if they did
not have Hashem’s Name in them.

VUGS E)Dm ﬂ!’)
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Vizhnitzer Rebbe, R’ Moshe’le Hager ZT”’L. (Nfa’adanei HashTﬁéhan) would say:

separate halachos under the same name and general concept.
One, in the "~xyon' (the item), that we may not demote it, which is
learned out in the Gemara ) from the pans of Korach’s men
which were elevated and became part of the Mizbeach (altar).
Two, in the "81)' (the person), so even where there is no
demoting of the item, the X123 - the person involved - should do
the mitzvah in a manner that shows he is elevating it. This is
mentioned in the Gemara there regarding the Lechem Hapanim
(loaves of bread) that were laid down on its way into the Heichal
on a silver table and on its way out on a gold table. The loaves do
not get demoted by being on any type of table, yet the mitzvah is
still performed in a way that the people doing it are elevating their
actions as they go. This second category - "N12)" - is what we are
doing by adding one light each night and elevating it, and it applies
even to Tashmishei mitzvah like mown <. This is learned from a
different case where Moshe Rabbeinu himself finished assembling
the whole Mishkan and did not allow anyone on a lower level to
help him finish it, see Rashi Menachos ©). This entire train of
thought is based on the Pnei Yehoshua in Megillah ().

Food for Thought. The Magen Avraham ) says that we put
an “Atara” - special material marking - on our 7alis, to ensure
that the top of the Talis stays on top and doesn’t end up on the
bottom, because "y yro Wiz Yo' (Ed. note: Try to explain
the reason for this halacha according to the above understanding.
Hjx !‘;ﬂ (3) 99 190 (2) N0 TP T'W N:ND NIN (1)

0P N"7 DY (6) .DS MMM (5) OV 1Y (4) N NIV
¥ NN (8) DY (7)

“PNHNM D ITINITIA 20 RIPNY DD N 5 When a person pours out his heart in prayer, he must make sure that
he keeps the inspiration alive even after he has finished praying. Unlike the weaker elements who stand in shul and pray
for salvation for a particular issue, but the moment they are finished, it is all but forgotten. This is hinted to in the words
of Potiphera: "y - it is a source of 7YX - pain, 'NIPNY 27 ¥ - when one raises his voice in prayer, Y7)1 23> - he
abandons his outer trappings and rebelliousness. However, "J8N' - when does it return to him? 'n¥nn ©»Y - the moment
he runs outside - when his davening is over. We must try to keep the flame of our tefillos going all throughout the day!”

Rabbi Morris Mandel Z”’L (Treasures from the Torah) would say:

“Greatness is marked by forgiveness. Generous and magnanimous minds are readiest to forgive and it is a
weakness and impotency of mind to be unable to forgive. He that cannot forgive others breaks down the bridge over
which he must pass himself, for every person, at some point in time, has need to be forgiven.”
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A Wise Man would say:
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‘When R’ Levi Yitzchok Bender ZT”L (spiritual leader of the Breslover Kehilla in Jerusalem) was a student in the
Makover Yeshivah in Poland, he befriended a new student who had just arrived in the summer of 1914 (7"y9m). This
student, Yitzchok Krakower, was seventeen years old at the time and he immediately made an impression on the entire
faculty and student body. Not only did he possess a brilliant mind and a great wealth of Talmudic knowledge, he also
maintained a strikingly handsome appearance. His natural good looks and overall pleasing countenance was duly noticed
among his fellow students. One can therefore imagine their surprise when Yitzchok’s father showed up for a visit. Unlike
his handsome son, the father could only be described as an “ugly man.” This contrast became a topic of discussion in the
yeshivah, and eventually, the murmurings reached the ears of Yitzchok Krakowsky himself. Rather than be embarrassed
and uneasy over the comments made about his father, however, he smiled and happily gave the following explanation.

“My friends, the story goes back ten generations to the time of the great Tzaddik, R’ Mordechai Yoffe ZT”’L, author
of the Levush, an appellation given to him for his brilliant, scholarly works, each entitled Levush: Levush T cheiles,
Levush Malchus, Levush Haorah, etc. As his family name was Yoffe, a derivative of the Hebrew word “Yofi” which
means beauty, so was R’ Mordechai a man of captivating physical appearance. His visage was something to behold. It is
therefore quite possible that his last name - Yoffe - was either directly or indirectly associated with his good looks.”

The students continued to listen as Yitzchok regaled them with his tale. R> Mordechai’s physical appearance, he
claimed, almost became the source of his downfall. When R’ Mordechai was still a young student learning in the yeshivah
of the Rem’a, R” Moshe Isserles ZT”’L in Krakow, he was once walking through a main city thoroughfare when a gentile
woman, in fact, the Duchess herself, laid eyes on the young teenager and became so enchanted with his appearance that
she was determined to have him as her “prize.” She did everything possible to encourage him to sin but young Mordechai
was not interested. However, he could not rid himself of her and her advances became increasingly overt. She cornered him
into a nearby courtyard and demanded that he do as she pleases. Thinking quickly, Mordechai excused himself for a moment,
claiming he needed to make use of the out-house located in the corner of the yard. He ran into the little hut and without
even the slightest concern for his safety, he climbed down into the sewage-filled canal and crawled through the filth and muck
until he reached the other side. Then, stinking and filthy, he ran as fast as his legs could carry him back to the yeshivah.

The stench on his clothes was so overpowering - the sewage had seeped through the numerous layers of the garments
Mordechai was wearing at the time. Indeed, the garments that clothed his outer body were filthy and foul-smelling, but his
inner soul, his moral character remained as pure and pristine as ever. At that moment, R* Mordechai turned his eyes
Heavenward and in an emotional prayer beseeched the Almighty: “Master of the World, my nisayon (tribulation) stemmed
from a gentile noticing my handsome appearance. I beg of You that the next ten generations that will descend from me
should be repulsive in appearance, so that they should not encounter the challenges associated with physical beauty.”

It was later revealed to R Mordechai in a dream that in the merit of his self-sacrifice to triumph over the yetzer hara
(evil inclination), in much the same manner that Yosef HaTzaddik overcame the blandishments of his master’s wife,
Hashem gave R’ Mordechai Yoffe the ability to author ten different seforim which he named “Levush” - garments,
corresponding to the ten garments that had become soiled in the putrid canal. He was blessed with Ruach Hakodesh (Divine
inspiration) that was evident to all and he experienced a spiritual “light” that cleansed his soul from the filth of the world.

In the end, the ten garments which saved him would yield the ten volumes that would inspire a world of Torah students.
Yitzchok Krakowsky concluded his tale. “I am a descendant of the Levush,” he said. “The ten generations of
descendants whose physical appearance was far from appealing, ended with my father. I am the eleventh generation, and

so the ‘Yofi’ can begin anew!”
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Swn: Shortly after the funeral of his seven-year-old son
Aryeh Leib, R’ Chaim Halberstam ZT”’L (Divrei Chaim)
spoke the following words: “A person is walking along
without paying attention to his surroundings when he
suddenly feels a strong slap on his back. When he turns
around to see who hit him, it turns out that it was his dearest
and closest friend giving him a strong and affectionate pat on
his shoulder. There is no doubt that even if he was annoyed
at first by the smack that he received on his back, now that he
knows who did it he will realize and accept it as a sign of

affection, and even be happy that his friend is acting toward
him in such an intimate, friendly manner.

“I, too,” said the Sanzer Rav, “received a strong blow
today. But when I realized Who was delivering this blow, I
understood that Hashemm Who delivered this blow, is the
Lord Whom I love so much and Who loves me very much.
So, itis only appropriate that I accept it with love and joy.”

As soon as he finished speaking, he began the Shacharis
prayers, saying the first line in a loud and clear voice, “Praise
Hashem, call out His Name, tell the world of His deeds...”
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Rashi writes: “Every negative that (Yosef) saw in his
brothers, the sons of Leah, he would relate to this father:
they ate from a live animal (NN Y3 12N), denigrated the sons
of the maids calling them slaves, and were suspected of
adultery. And for these three things, he was punished. They
slaughtered a goat at the time he was sold and sat down to
eat; he was sold as a slave; the wife of Potiphar set her
eyes upon him to commit a sin....” Why is this last item
considered a punishment? After all, Yosef established
himself as a righteous Tzaddik for all generations by virtue
of the fact that he withstood this test and did not commit an
act of sin. In fact, it was his most shining - and defining -
moment! How then can this be deemed a punishment?

R’ Aharon Leib Shteinman Shlit’a answers that
although Yosef rose to a level of great prominence and
became a noteworthy Tzaddik for all generations, in fact he
was slated for even greater things than this. The gemara
(25 NVID) tells us: "qOY APY MTOM "ON" - “These are the
generations of Yaakov, Yosef.” Y osef was to have emulated
his father Yaakov, giving birth to twelve exceptional tribes
just as Yaakov produced the twelve shevatim of Israel.
However, in lieu of his ordeal with the wife of Potiphar and
the fact that he came uncomfortably close to sinning with
her, he lost this great opportunity, the immortality of this
achievement. But why? His ability to overcome and endure
in the face of overwhelming tribulation, should have been
the very reason why he deserved this acclamation!

It is because Hashem rules the world "n7n 700 NN -
“measure for measure.” It was Yosef who spoke "ny7nat"
- “negative words” against his brothers, accusing them of
committing immoral acts of adultery. Therefore, Yosef was
punished with the ordeal of the wife of Potiphar, which he
brought upon himself (-05 >¢7), and thus lost the
opportunity to be a “father” to a great nation of tribes.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGITS
ON THE WELCKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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There is a puzzling Medrash Pliah which comments on
the words of the Navi (W-N oyw): ““When you spread out
your hands I will hide My eyes from you; even when you
pray at length I do not hear; your hands are full of blood.’
This is what Yehudah said (by 99y nvon) to his brothers;
"wNann' - “What profit is there if we kill our brother?”

R’ Shalom Lakanievsky ZT”’L (Mefaneach Nelamim)
provides a fascinating explanation for this Medrash Pliah,
according to the famous dictum of Chazal (7D m572), that
the Avos (forefathers) instituted the three daily prayers. In
Sefer Olelos Ephraim, R’ Ephraim Luntzitz ZT”L
writes that we find this idea hinted in the names of the Avos
themselves. The letter "2" of onan refers to "pa” the
morning, when we daven Shacharis, the letter "S" of pny
stands for "o nY" - the afternoon, when we daven Mincha,
and "y" of apy> is for "17y" - the evening, when we daven
Maariv. All three letters spell out the word "y~a".

Now we can explain what the Medrash means: “When
you spread out your hands I will hide My eyes from you ...
your hands are full of blood.” The Navi brings a message
that Hashem will not accept the prayers of someone who
has killed another person, for Hashem will “hide” Himself
from assisting the perpetrator. This is what Yehudah said to
his brothers: “What will be the benefit of our prayers in the
morning, afternoon and evening (y¥1) if we kill our brother
here today, because Hashem will not accept our prayers!”

Later, when Tamar refused to divulge the identity of her
father-in-law, accepting the possibility of a horrible death
over embarrassing another person, it was Yehudah who
recognized the worthiness of her actions and said, “She is
righteous,” of which Rashi interprets, “in her words.” By
not embarrassing Yehudah and causing him a measure of
the pain of death (» nvYD), her words - her prayers for a child
- will be found to be righteous and answered from on high.

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

ﬂ‘)m'p ﬂ;ﬁ—)—‘; FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
(F-19) . WIN NI TP DO TAND 3 20N o 25mm
Until now, it has been clear to us in every parsha who is the tzaddik and who is the rasha. The Maggid of Vilna points out
that in Bereshis we contrast Adam with the snake; Noach versus the Dor HaMabul (Noach); Avraham against the four kings
(Lech Lecha); Avraham and the evil people of Sodom (Vayera); Eliezer is opposed to Besuel (Chayei Sarah); Yaakov to Esav
(Toldos); Yaakov to Lavan (Vayeitzai); Yaakov and Esav (Vayishlach). However, in Parshas Vayeshev, there is no rasha!
Yosef and his brothers represent two sides but they were all Tzaddikim, weren’t they? Is Yosef wrong for provoking his
brothers by telling them his dream? Are the brothers wrong for being jealous of Yosef and selling him down to Egypt as a slave?
R’ Pam ZT”’L quotes the Chazon Ish that if one does not have a clear knowledge of halacha, he can easily make a mistake,
causing a “Rodef” to become a “Nirdaf.” The Vilna Gaon ZT”L writes that Yosef knew that his dreams were Divine
prophecies and he was obligated to reveal the message for whom it was intended. Yosef’s actions may appear wrong, but
according to halacha, they were correct! The brothers, on the other hand, ruled that Yosef was a “Rodef” as they felt he was
driving them out of the Jewish nation, similar to Yishmael and Esav. They felt it necessary to defend themselves and only 22
years later did they realize that it was them who were the Rodfim! How often in life do people get caught up in conflicts, and
each party see himself as the innocent victim while the other is the aggressor! The solution in such situations is to seek an impartial
analysis of the halacha. With clear, unbiased Daas Torah we can avoid making major mistakes in life without even realizing._




