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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
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"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (121)
Honoring a Talmid Chacham: At a Meal. The Gemara ()
states that a Talmid Chacham should sit at the head of the table
at a meal. The Tur quotes this halacha as well ). If there are a
number of Talmidei Chachamim, the greatest among them
should sit in the main (center) seat and the second greatest on his
right, as we mentioned a few weeks ago regarding walking with
a Talmid Chacham. When making a simcha that will be
attended by many Talmidei Chachamim, efforts should be made
to have a special table for them in an honorable position.
Washing for Bread. In a circumstance where each person is
going to eat from his own bread and make his own beracha, one
should let a Talmid Chacham wash first. If they will all be
starting together with one beracha for all, such as a Shabbos
meal where there is no Lechem Mishna for each person, there
are two opinions. The Shulchan Aruch ) first brings an opinion
that a Talmid Chacham should still wash first. He then brings
the opinion of the Rosh that a Talmid Chacham should not
wash first, so he should not be 12 o and have to guard
his hands from touching what might invalidate his washing.
Saying Hamotzie. Whenever one person is making Hamotzie
for all, and giving out the bread, if the host is there he makes the
Hamotzie, because he will feel comfortable giving each person a
large piece. If he would honor another, that person might not feel
comfortable giving out more than a minimal piece, especially in
front of the host, and people might go hungry. If the host is not
there and a Talmid Chacham is present, he should be honored
with saying Hamotzie for all and giving out the bread @.

Order of Eating. If individual portions are being served in front
of each person, the Talmid Chacham should be served first. If
others were served afterward and the Talmid Chacham hadn’t
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yet begun to eat, they should wait for him before they begin
eating 5. If a platter is placed on the table for all to serve
themselves, they should let the Talmid Chacham take first 6). The
Mechaber adds that if one takes from a platter before someone
greater than him in Zorah, he is considered a glutton/grabber.
Mayim Achronim. Washing greasy hands is not an honorable
activity to honor a Talmid Chacham, so everyone washes in the
order of their seating. There is possibly an honor if the 7”C washes
later than everyone so he doesn’t have to sit doing nothing while
others wash. This also minimizes the break he will have between
Mayim Achronim and Bentching. This halacha is not spelled out
but could be learned from O.C. 181:6 regarding honoring one
who will lead the bentching even if he is not a Talmid Chacham.
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"Lechem Oni” - Can One Drink his Matza? - Chulin 120a
The Mishna Lamelech (n:n nmnin ymo») writes that when something is
forbidden to eat, one does not transgress unless he ingests it in the
normal way. How about a nwy mxn of eating, like matza or Korban
Pesach? Must one eat them in the usual manner to be xx»? He
concludes that he feels it is permitted but he writes that he hasn't seen
this addressed in Rishonim. It is interesting that he doesn't quote Rashi
(N> onoa) who writes clearly that one may not tum his matza into a
liquid and eat it for nxn N> N because drinking matza is not nooN 777
The Mechaber rules that a yiv or o who cannot chew matza may
soak it in water. Biur Halacha adds that he may even grind up the matza
like flour and eat it as long as it isn't liquefied. One even makes a x|
and ywan 1013, unlike nwayw na (moldy bread) where even if one is
satiated from it and bentches, his mmwixa no72 is "oonv”. R’ Yitzchok
Zilberstein shlit'a was asked how can the nowVys who is grinding his
matza down to flour be nxw the chiyuv to eat 7157 He answered that he
should grind it up together with the maror and that will be his Korech!
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Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim Palagi z¢”’l (Kaf HaChayim) would say:
“"wyy Navn DX 279" - Rashi tells us: ‘Aharon was embarrassed and afraid to approach the Mizbeach. Moshe said to
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him: Why are you ashamed? For this you have been chosen!” Moshe lost the Kehunah when Hashem told him to go to
Pharaoh and be His messenger to take the Jewish people out of Egypt, and he refused a number of times. Hashem took
away Moshe’s right to serve as Kohen Gadol. Now, Moshe tells Aharon, ‘Do not refuse or be ashamed to do the Avodah.
This is what you have been chosen to do and if you refuse like I did, you will lose this golden opportunity, much like I did!”

R’ Moshe Sternbuch shlit’a (Taam V’daas) would say:

“YDONRN ND MY NN TN LI9IRN WN NN INY - The Medrash Raba says: ‘Hashem showed Moshe the image of a head of
fire under the throne of glory and said, If the membrane of the brain is pierced even the slightest amount the animal is
treif.” This head of fire hinted that a person’s outlook on life is like fire. Just as one cannot touch fire without being
burned, so one must not alter the Torah outlook on life by even a hairsbreadth. In addition, just as the slightest hole in
the membrane makes the animal treif, so too, the tiniest hole in one’s outlook can render one’s whole mind treif.”

A Wise Man would say: “When you stop chasing the wrong things you give the right things a chance to catch you.”
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The Torah and our Sages praise Aharon HaKohen after the death of his sons for his silence. The Mashgiach, R’ Shlomo
Wolbe z¢”’l, discusses the art of silence. He wrote: “We teach a child to speak. Once we teach him to speak, this becomes his
nature, to speak and to chatter without end. Do we teach this child how to be silent as well? Behold, silence is also a tool.”

Silence can be an expression. It can be a tool, and through it one makes a statement. R* Wolbe is teaching us that when it
comes to children, we must teach and encourage the tool and skill of silence just as we teach the tool and skill of speech.

The following story teaches us about the power of one’s silence. It took place during the Second World War, in Bergen
-Belsen. On Friday, the eighth of Av, 1944 (5704), someone lit a mattress on fire in the camp and burned it to a crisp. The
Nazis were incensed over the loss of goods and in retribution decreed that no Jews would receive any food that entire day.

There was one woman in the camp who was well-known for her kindness and dignity. This was no ordinary woman; she
retained her modesty when others didn’t bother. She kept her head covered the entire time she was in the camp even though
she could have wrapped herself with the extra cloth to keep out a bit of the winter chill. Even when she became ill and could
barely walk due to her exhausted and starved state, she could always be found tending to the sick in the hospital ward.

One day, she heard weeping and found another lady lying in critical condition. She asked what she was crying about and
the sick lady answered feebly that she had finally gotten a bit of milk to drink, but it was so cold that she was unable to drink
it. (When one is dying of starvation and typhus, the frustration and despair this situation would cause is unimaginable.) What
did the woman do? She took the cup of milk and walked outside. A few minutes later she came back in, her face smudged
with soot and her eyes red; but in her hand was a cup of warm milk. She had warmed it over a fire she lit from scraps of paper
and bits of wood she had gathered, one by one. She did this despite the prohibition the Germans had placed on lighting fires.

This righteous woman would not pass up the opportunity to aid the sick. On that fateful day, when the Germans refused to
provide any nourishment to the inmates of Bergen-Belsen, the woman was only looking out for children. Somehow, she
managed to obtain some oats which she cooked into porridge to feed some children, including her four-year-old daughter.
Sadly, though, just as the porridge was cooked and ready to be served, she was caught by two of the kapos, who threatened to
report her to the Nazis. She would have to appear before a tribunal that very night - Friday night - to answer for her “crime.”

The tribunal did not involve the Germans. The judges were Jews themselves who served the Nazi overlords slavishly.
They felt empowered and did not allow the Jews to do anything that would anger the Germans. In this case, how dare this
woman cook for her children against the regulations? They made short work of the trial and the woman was “sentenced” to
two days without her bread ration, which she would have to hand over to the kapos. Throughout the mock “trial” the woman
refused to utter a word. She did not even bother to deny several of the trumped-up charges, which were totally untrue.

When she was released, she walked back to her barracks, where her relatives and friends were waiting for her. Upon her
arrival, she told them what had happened and what her sentence was. The people in her barracks asked her why she had not
defended herself against the false charges, but she gave no answer, and instead became quite upset and agitated.

A while later, one of her sons, Rabbi Yonah Emanuel, was bold enough to ask her again why she had refused to say
anything in her defense. Why hadn’t she at least argued that on that day there was no food and she couldn’t let her young
daughter and other children starve? These extenuating circumstances might have led them to give her a lighter sentence.

This time she responded, “The judges, the prosecutor, the defending attorney, and the court recorder were all Jews. They
actually pretended to conduct a real trial and they used an actual person to capture each word. It was a sham but it looked real.

The recorder was writing down everything - each and every word that I would have spoken was causing a Jew to write on
Shabbos! 1 had to keep silent. It is better to be hungry a while longer than to cause another Jew to desecrate the Shabbos.”
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Nadav and Avihu died during the inauguration of the
Mishkan. Chazal tell us they overstepped the appropriate
boundaries and paid the ultimate price. In the Haftorah,
while the Aron was being transported to Yerushalayim, Uzza
likewise miscalculated the Aron’s ability to hold itself up and
died for the sin of touching the holy vessel. A life of service
to Hashem has many impressive rewards, but it also comes
with an equally awesome responsibility to remain pure.
The Navi tells us that the joy of accompanying the Aron to
Yerushalayim made Dovid HaMelech dance with joy.
However, outside the city, Dovid just danced, while inside

the city, “he leaped and danced.” What was the difference?

R’ Yehuda Halevi zt”’l (Kuzari) notes that Chazal describe
a special holiness that is felt in Eretz Yisroel; but even that
feeling of holiness does not match the unique Kedusha that
can only be felt inside the holy city of Yerushalayim.

Dovid HaMelech lived his entire life in pure holiness and
constantly strived to further his spiritual elevation. Just as a
fish needs to remain in water to survive, Dovid’s soul craved
holiness. Transporting the Aron automatically demanded a
specific amount of joy from Dovid which caused him to
dance, but the instant he entered the holy city of Jerusalem,
his joy was coupled with the extra holiness of the city itself;
thus, Dovid began to leap and dance with an even greater joy.
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The Magen Avraham quotes a Zohar Hakadosh that if a person sheds tears over the deaths of Aharon Hakohen’s two
sons who were great Tzadikim, he would never have to bury his own children, ch”v. The question is; why are the deaths of
Aharon’s children so much more tragic than other events that seem so much more significant? The Ponovezher Rav z¢”l
explains that it was because they were to be the next leaders of Klal Yisroel and were intended to lead the Nation into Eretz
Yisroel. Instead they died and Yehoshua led them. The Gemara tells us that Moshe Rabbeinu was like the sun but Yehoshua
was like the moon, which derives it greatness from the sun. Nadav and Avihu were even greater than Moshe Rabbeinu.

My Machshava here is that just as we lost two Gedolei Hador in Nadav and Avinu, the same calamity struck our nation
during the Holocaust. Although losing Aharon’s two sons was painful for the nation, they still had Moshe Rabbeinu and
Aharon, and other leaders. However, the Holocaust was a break in the transmission of Torah where hundreds of Yeshivos
existed before the war in every city, large or small, led by a Gadol or Tzadik, who today would surely be considered a
leader of the generation. By the time the Second World War was over, almost nothing was left. The continuity of the Torah
had been broken and it took almost 60 years to rebuild the Torah world and we have still not returned to the pre-war level.

All calamities that befall our nation are painful but there are some tragedies that bring about a change to the very fabric of
our people, such as the recent Holocaust. We lost six million of Acheinu kol bais Yisroel. It is such tragedies that we mourn on
a national level with the same feeling of ‘Bayom HaShemini’ like the day Nadav and Avihu were niftar. May we know of no

further tzaar amongst us and only share simchos with our children and friends b’ezras Hashem ad meah v’esrim shana.
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Yom: Two men were shipwrecked on a deserted island and
not knowing what else to do, they agreed that they had no
other recourse but to pray to G-d. In order to find out whose
prayer was more powerful, they agreed to divide the territory
between them and stay on opposite sides of the island.

The first thing they prayed for was food. The next
morning, the first man saw a fruit-bearing tree on his side of
the land, and he was able to eat its fruit. The other man’s
parcel of land remained barren. The first man prayed for
clothes and more food. The next day, like magic, all of these
were given to him. The second man still had nothing.

Finally, the first man prayed for a ship, so that he could leave
the island. In the morning, he found a ship docked at his side of
the island. The first man boarded the ship and decided to

leave the second man on the island. As he was about to leave
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he hears a booming voice from Heaven. “Why are you leaving
your companion on the island?”” The first man replied, “These
blessing are for me since I prayed for them. His prayers went
unanswered so he does not deserve anything.”

“You are mistaken!” the voice rebuked him. “He had only
one prayer, which I answered. If not for him, you would not
have received any of My blessings.” The first man asked,
“What did he pray for that I should owe him anything?”

“He prayed that all your prayers be answered.”
em3: As soon as the Mishkan was inaugurated, Moshe began
to daven for the people. His prayer was that Hashem should
accept the work of their hands. When people daven for one
another, Hashem is happy with their prayers and is more apt
to accede to them. We should take a lesson from Moshe who
did not think about himself or his needs but rather what was
important for the Nation. When we daven, let us ask Hashem
to bless others - and then we will be included in the blessings.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
GUITMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

The Torah lists 24 species of birds that may not be eaten by a Jew. The Ramban says that the common denominator of all

non-kosher birds is their cruel nature. Rashi explicitly describes this cruel behavior by saying that these treif birds seize their
prey with their claws and lift them off the ground to eat them. Hashem forbade these birds because by consuming their flesh,
one actually imbibes this cruel nature into their body and it has an adverse effect on their character. The expression, “You are
what you eat” is true in a very real and spiritual sense. R’ Moshe Wolfson shlit’a explains that the essence of every single Jew
is their holy neshama and we all believe in Hashem just by virtue of the fact that we received the genes of Avraham Avinu. We
are "DYNINN M1 DYINY” and nothing can ever take that away. So why are there thousands of Jews who are assimilated and
claim to be atheists? Where is their “Pintele Yid”? Where is their Avraham Avinu gene? He explains that a Jew never loses his
Jewish identity but he can bury it so deeply that he doesn’t feel connected to it unless something happens to bring it out.

A person who says he doesn’t believe in Hashem is called a "2". The word “kofer” means to cover (n195)) just as the
Kapores was the “covering” for the Aron Hakodesh, and Yom Kippur (ma2) is the day Hashem “covers” our sins. A Jew
claims to be a kofer and does not believe in Hashem simply because his heilege neshama is covered over and over with sin.

R’ Wolfson says that two sins which most desensitize a Jew from his holy neshama are immorality and eating non-kosher
food! Immorality breaks down the innate sensitivities of a Jew and eating treif fills the soul with impurity! The neshama of
a Yid can never be sullied or damaged. A Yid always has the potential to be great and holy, but the neshama can be covered
and therefore a Yid can act with cruelty and harshness that is not inherently Jewish! It would behoove us to be exceedingly
careful about what we place in our mouths so that we will never regret a cruel or nasty remark that might come out.




