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Swn3: When the Jews complained yet again, Hashem sent
poisonous snakes to bite them. The people cried out and
Hashem told Moshe to take a serpent and place it on a pole
and the people should look at it and be healed. Chazal ask:
NP0 N PPN WNIIN - “Does a snake cause death or [jfe?

Rather, when Israel looked heavenward and subjected their
hearts to their Father in Heaven, they would be healed, but if
not, they would waste away.” All a Jew needs to do is focus on
Hashem and his problems are solved. A Jew should never give
up, never give in - just look to Hashem and He will do the rest.

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂw\y@_}

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"B919 125 N oM’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (33)
Talmud Torah: Related Topics on Traveling and Vacations.
Getting a Beracha. Before going on a trip, one should “ask
permission” from his Rebbi (or another Talmid Chacham) ().
This is based on a Gemara in Moed Katan () and is brought in
halacha by the RM’A 2 and Mishna Berura 3). What this
means is that before a person heads out on a trip, he should
inform his Rebbi about his intention to travel in order to receive
a blessing for a safe and successful journey. If one cannot do this
in person, he can do it over the phone, even if the Rebbi is not in
town. If this was not done before the trip it can still be done by
phone during the trip (Menuchas Emes: R’ M. Gross, p. 42).
Receiving an Aliyah. It is customary to give an Aliyah (call up
to the Torah) to a person who is soon to be going on a trip @), no
matter whether he is going for a mitzvah or not. However, this is
only a custom and the traveler does not push away one who has
some degree of “chiyuv” to get an Aliyah. If one does not wish it
to be known that he traveling, he can leave without an Aliyah.
Learning Before and During the Trip. The Eliyahu Raba
writes (5) that before going on a trip, one should give some
charity and learn some Torah text. This is presumably because
of the protective power of Torah study (see Eruvin 54a). The
Aruch Hashulchan writes ) that each traveler should take

see AW TIVT NRWT
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along a Siddur and a Sefer. During the trip itself, a person should
also learn Torah 7 and fulfill the posuk: "7772 71952) .. 02 M2
If one is a passenger in a vehicle, he can even learn things that
require concentration () @), but if he is the driver or a person
needed by the driver to help him navigate and the like, he should
rather study some easier Torah topic ), or listen to a Torah tape,
and in no way compromise on safety during the trip.

Departing from a Friend. The Gemara in Berachos 31a issues
practical advice: “One who takes leave from his friend, should do
so amidst talking about matters of halacha because through that,
he will remember him.” Simply understood this means that the
dvar Torah that is spoken right before the departure will cause
the friends to remember each other better (Menoras HaMaor
3:328). The Shelah Hakadosh adds (10) that it should be the type
of dvar Torah that one can use practically in his Avodas Hashem
and when he will do so, he will remember the person who
inspired him with that Torah thought. The GR’A on this Gemara
gives a different interpretation. When two people discuss Torah
they remember it better than when they are learning alone, and
the memory referred to is not remembering the friend but rather
remembering the dvar Torah. Even though the Sages say “dvar
halacha” they also mean to include words of Aggadah as in one

of the cases mentioned there in the Gemara.
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R’ Yaakov Yitzchok Hurvitz z¢£”’I (Chozeh of Lublin) would say:

“Hy OY NYY KD AWK DM N PN IR NN INTR 119’ - If a person sees himself 'Dw N2 PN WN' - ‘as without
blemish’ confident that he has already climbed the ladder of spirituality and reached perfection, it is a sure sign that
"Dy DY NOY NO WN' - ‘he has never borne a yoke’ - in other words, he has never accepted upon himself the yoke of
Heaven. Otherwise, he would understand that a person is still full of flaws and imperfections.”

R’ Eliyahu Meir Bloch z¢”I (Pninei Daas) would say:

“After the death of Aharon, Rashi tells us the people did not believe he was dead: ‘They said, ‘Is it possible that the one

who stood up against the angel and stopped the plague can be overpowered by the angel of death?’ Whereupon Moshe
asked for mercy, and the ministering angels showed him to them, lying in the bed. They saw and believed.’ The last time
the people were shown a heavenly sight of Moshe lying in a bed, presumably dead, it caused a panic, which brought about
the terrible sin of the Golden Calf. Now, they are shown the same vision? The difference, however, is that here, Moshe
himself was standing there and showing the people the vision. When a leader is in control of the people, he will not allow
them to waver from the true path and he can show them what they need to see without fear they will panic.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Never make excuses. Your friends don’t need them and your foes won’t believe them.”
Printed By: Mailway Services, | Mazel Tov to Mir & Mrs Chaskel Bennet and Mr & Mrs Henri Beer on the
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May 22,2017, was a day filled with history as the first sitting American President stood by the Kotel HaMaaravi, the
Western Wall, said a prayer and placed a note inside. President Trump’s arrival at Ben-Gurion Airport was a festive one.
Smiles, speeches and handshakes for all the Israeli dignitaries was followed by a helicopter ride into Jerusalem. The
President made a few short stops before his entourage took him and the first family to the Kotel Plaza.

The Aish HaTorah World Center rises up opposite the Kotel. It commands an amazing view of the Kotel Plaza, the
Temple Mount, and of course, the shimmering roof tops of the Old City. Its location is so strategic, that the IDF, Mishmar
Hagvul (Border Security), Police and Shabak (Sheirut Bitachon Klali - General Security Service) forces all came to the
same conclusion that the best possible way to secure the historic visit of President Trump to the Kotel, was to take over the
top two floors of the building, as well as all the windows overlooking the Kotel itself. It was clearly the best vantage point
for a command post, spotters and snipers. They informed Aish HaTorah that this is what they will be doing.

On the day of the visit, the Aish Center staff and students were already relegated to the lower floors many hours before
the Presidential visit. During the day, Shabak and other special forces were constantly coming in and out of the building,
ascending and descending to and from the roof with sinister-looking cases, backpacks and other para-military equipment.
Even a major Israeli radio station held its broadcast from inside the Aish Center. They moved into the office of Seth
Clyman, Director of Guest Relations at Aish Hatorah World Building, and broadcast from his desk. They used the
Center’s security cameras, and kept peppering Mr. Clyman with questions all throughout the visit. It was Seth Clyman
who was actively involved in the historic event and told over this unique story which he personally witnessed.

Finally, after many hours of preparation, anticipation and tense nervousness, the Presidential motorcade showed up.
The seemingly endless stream of cars and SUVs came barreling into the plaza and literally filled up the entire square.

As history will attest, the visit went smoothly. The President approached the Wall alone, standing for several moments
in prayer at the holy site, a black kippah on his head. His prayers complete, he placed a note in the Wall and respectfully
backed away before turning to leave, as Jewish tradition requires. Within minutes, everyone was back in their vehicles and
the Presidential entourage left the Kotel Plaza. A few minutes after that, the security forces packed up their gear and left.

When the head of Shabak stepped out of the Aish building, there were still a few soldiers on the roof, packing up. Seth
Clyman made his way to the roof and greeted the troops cordially. “When I got up there,” he recalled, “the snipers were
still putting away their ‘toys’ - toys that were capable of taking down an elephant! Whatever was needed for the job!”

They were nice, calm, cool and collective guys. Seth made small talk with them. They looked tired and baked from all
the hours sitting up on the roof in the blazing sun. He asked them if he could take a picture with them but they refused.
“Sorry, no pictures. Not allowed. Only with our masks on so we cannot be identified. It’s been a long day.”

As they were waiting for the elevator to take them down, Seth asked the men, “Tell me, what did you guys do up on the
roof for all those hours?”” The President was there for only a short time, but these guys were on the roof almost the entire
day! And then, he saw it! To his utter amazement, bulging from one of the soldiers’ pocket was a small, pocket-size
Gemara. Seth looked at the man who smiled and said, “What was I doing? I was doing Daf Yomi!”

So there it was. A religious soldier was passing the time by learning Torah. Sitting high above the rooftops, as the U.S.
Presidential visit to the Kotel was taking place, seen by millions world-wide, there was a Jew studying Daf Yomi. Learning
Torah. Connecting to the One Above, while keeping an eye on events on the ground! Who knows why the visit really
came off so smoothly? Hashem is always protecting the Jewish people especially when they learn Torah. And the Jewish

people are with Hashem, even when they happen to be sharpshooters on a rooftop protecting the President of the U.S.!
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Swin: R’ Tzvi Meyer Silberberg shlit’a tells about a time
in Russia when new recruits were needed for the elite
“Czar’s Army.” Only men of great strength and high
caliber were accepted. Of course, many people vied for the
privilege of being a part of this elite group. As a result, they
devised a contest to help choose the new recruits.

On the first day of tryouts, a number of Russian officials
brought in wild horses and ordered the contestants to hop
on their backs and ride them. Naturally, most of the recruits
were thrown off the horses after a few short moments.
However, some stayed on longer than others.

The officer in charge was holding a notepad and writing
things on his pad. Presumably he was recording how long
each contestant was able to remain on the wild horse. At the
end of the day a list was posted of those who were chosen.

One contestant, a big burly man, who had remained on
the horse a lot longer than some of the winners, complained
why he wasn’t chosen.

The Russian officer responded, “You’re a fool! You
think I was recording how long you remained on the horse?
No! I was recording how long it took you to get back on the
horse after you were thrown off!”
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The Gemara (3 yv») tells us that when the Romans were about to destroy the Bais Hamikdash, the Emperor granted one
wish to Rav Yochanan Ben Zakai, who risked his life to meet him. Rav Yochanan asked his famous request: "n»om ma» o 10"’
- spare the city of Yavne and its scholars. His wish was that these few Torah scholars would preserve the Torah, which is
exactly what transpired. We see that even one person alone is capable of preserving the treasure of Torah in Klal Yisroel.

My machshava here is a personal one. When my parents 0"y, came to America in 1925 it was an "yt 82 Y X". There was
NO Torah, NO Kashrus, NO Taharas Hamishpacha, NO Shabbos. My parents helped build a yeshivah, a mikvah. By the
Para Aduma, the posuk states: "NV 5y MNVN MM’ - and the Yerushalmi tells us the words of Rav Yehoshua: “All my life,
when I learned the posuk "NnvYn Dy Mvn M, 1 thought that since it is written in singular form, it means only one "V, one
pure person, can sprinkle the water on one X1V, one impure person. Until I learned 'my1> ¢ naswg' - from the treasure houses
of Yavne, that one "Y' can purify many ownnv, bringing them to a pure status. Even one person can purify many others. My
parents and those Jews in the early days, were 9nvn many onNnv. They changed the culture of NO into a YES! Individuals
like R> Aharon Kotler z¢”’, R’ Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz z¢”’l, the Satmar Rov z¢”’I and the Bobover Rebbe zt”’I, were

Gedolim who strove to bring Torah and Yiddishkeit back to the world. They were the modern-day version of m5m m!

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the loss of our dear friend, Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz z#’l, founder of Artscroll
Publications. Through his efforts, he spread Torah to every home, shul and yeshivah in every city in America and throughout
the world! He made the treasures of the Torah available to so many who would otherwise not have the chance, ability and
understanding to learn. His vital work on behalf of Torah should be a zechus for his neshama. 713 y19v 0
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(-3) .. 0% 0S5 NN }"71:.'! 157 2T N3 PR &R0 NN worry, who maintain an inner sense of peace and tranquility

The Rambam writes that Moshe Rabbeinu sinned by
displaying unwarranted anger, when he harshly rebuked the
Jewish people and said "IN N wWnY' - “Listen, you
rebels.” For a man of Moshe’s stature, the Rambam explains,
his public display of anger constituted a chilul Hashem.

Why does the Torah describe the sin of anger with the
words “you did not believe in Me”? R’ Yerucham Levovitz
zt”’l (Daas Chochmah U’Mussar) explains that the word
"N - “faith,” connotes stability, like a "nN) 7", which
denotes a firmly rooted post that cannot be budged from its
spot even by the fiercest winds. The very essence of emunah
is unshakable stability; a person who possesses true emunah
is one whose mood or actions cannot be affected by external
factors. Moshe Rabbeinu’s anger was a departure from his
usual demeanor and conduct, and on his level, it represented
a lack of the stability that emunah is supposed to engender.

that the greatest difficulties in life cannot mar. They are not
shaken by the vicissitudes of life because they know, with
absolute clarity, that everything that befalls them is
orchestrated by Hashem and is a product of His infinite love.
Such people are not prone to irrational or emotional reactions;
even when they are offended or hurt, they remain calm and
collected. Watching such a person can be more powerful than
many inspiring lectures on the subject of emunah.

A person whose mood swings back and forth in response to
the slightest emotional stimulus, is an indication that he has
not yet achieved proper emunah. One who gets frustrated
easily while driving, always honking his horn at other drivers,
or becomes easily aggravated at home, raising his voice
whenever things don’t go his way; he has communicated to
those around him - including his children - a lack of emunah
that will negate the effect of many lectures on the subject.

EDITORIAL AND INS (;m‘§ %N
THE MIDDAH OF .... MON»NN

Y 1377

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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In the Torah there are "N and "ovown”. If Hashem wants us to love His Torah and to connect to Him, why doesn’t He

give us 613 mishpatim, laws that make sense to us? Laws that have a beautiful taam or message that makes us want to keep all
the mitzvos and love Hashem? Why does He give us laws like the Para Aduma, chukim that make no sense to us? It even
confuses us? How could the same thing make one person pure and another person impure? If Hashem wants us to love His
Torah, why does He give us mitzvos that make no sense to us? The answer is because the way to truly love someone is often by
simply ACCEPTING them even without understanding them! The chukim of the Torah are meant to heighten our level of love
and appreciation for Torah and Hashem, because it entails going beyond ourselves and what makes sense in our minds.

In life, too, there are things that we understand and there are certain aspects that make no sense to us. Those are the points of
friction in a relationship when one party totally does not begin to “get it” - to understand the other side. But the message of the
Para Aduma is a message for all relationships, especially marriage. There are “Mishpatim” of marriage. Those are the things
that make sense to a person. The things you like about your spouse and the reasons why you got married in the first place.
Those things are meant to bring closeness and love to the relationship. But there are also “Chukim” in a marriage. Those are the
things that make no sense to a person. YOU would not do things like that, in fact, you think what your spouse is doing is crazy!
These are not meant to bring distance to the relationship! "Ny %) XT' - it is a gezeira, a decree, a lesson in acceptance.
When we can embrace the “Mishpatim” and “Chukim” of life, we can truly upgrade our love for others and for Hashem!




