
 ,ubhgru vbuntc ,uezj,vu ,sucgc ,tn ,"havhcr m"vdv
 ivfv kthknd.hcubhcre"vhg ohkaurh ohnav rga h"r t"yhka 

lrua jubh ignk ,uca, hghcav ouhcu lhagn vag, ohnh ,aa
 rdvu l,nt ic apbhu lrnju(ch-df) - ohbck inhx ,uct vagn

    l'tuv ogy ,bh,ba gnana '"jubh ignk" cu,fv iuakc esesk ah vrutf
unmg ostv ,rhnac ohscgvu ,unvcv ka ,cav ,rhna ,t cu,fv vk, kufhcfu
iuakc cu,f ,uhvk vhv lhrm ,uyapcu 'urnah ov od 'runah tuv ota ',cav ,t
,ause juf ,uruvk vzc cu,fv ,buuf hf k"pt obnt !"jubh lrunju lrua odu" :huuhm
ka ,hahtv o,unsc vhuk, ohtmtmv lubhjc vjkmvv rehga tuv gush vbvs' ,cav
;hxuh tk 'ohbye osugc uh,usuepk ,hhmk uhskhk jhrfnu vrun ctva vnu 'ohruvv
;tu ',unsf ovk ananu if dvub unmgc tuv ihta sug kf 'oukf tku ofubhjk vzc
uwwj ujhbzh zt 'onmg ,uarc uhvhu uksd,haf kct 'uh,usuepk ov u,hhmh v,g ,gka
lt 'uhrugbn gr ostv ck rmh hf 'vzk vyuapv vchxvu /ovc ahravk vmra ohrcsv
hpfu 'uhfbjnu uhruv ,gsc tuv caj,n curk ifku 'u,gs ,ubyec rgbv rhfn lshtn
tk onmg ova ohrcs uhkg ohuumnaf lt ',uagk iufbu hutr lf hf ihcn o,dvbv
rmh rjt ,uybk ;hsgn ifku 'lf kf gurd rcsv ihta tuv ihcn 'vndusk uk ohanan
ohausev ohrpxc t,htsf 'hkudx ihbg if od vzc ah rcs ka u,hntk obnt /uhrugb
vruaf dvb,n ctvafu 'vnabv smn ovhrjta ,urusv kg ohghpan ,uctv hagna

 /trucv ,sucgc thnas t,ghhxk ohfuzu 'uhtmtm ,nabc hbjur juf lanb
kg od vz hkudx juf lhanvk ostv kufh o,ause jufca ,uumn od ah obnt    
',cav ,rhna tuv ovn sjtu 'uhtmtm kgu uhbc kg er tku 'uh,unvcu uhscg
,ause juf ovc od xhbfn '",uca, hghcav ouhcu" huuhmv ,t ohhen ostvafu
/vrnuak eajvu iumrv ovc od rrug,n n"n 'ohhrnuj ohpud o,uhv ;t kgu ',cav

 l,nt ic apbhu lrnju lrua jubh ignk ,uca, hghcav ouhcuw vzuift hf wrdvu,bh,b 
od iumru juf lhann tuv 'vumnv omg ohhena vn sckn ,ca ,rhnac hf' tuv ogy
thcna hpf ktrahc ekj ovk ihta uktk ;tu' uhkt ohfhhav ohhrnujv ,uapbvk
ovk od ',uumnv kf ,rhna uhkg kche tka cau, rdu 'krg scgc rcusna hwwar
utmnh lf 'v,rhnac tuv .nt,ha vn hpfu ',ca hrnua ,uhvk iumru eaj lanb
/,uthfu hutrf onhheku ornuak eaju iumr rrug,h ovc odu 'occkk ,ukhxn ohrcsv
kgd,vk tka r,uhc rhvz ,uhvk vfzu vtuav ,t rcga hsuvh hk rphxa unfu     
tndus vhv tkt 'unmgk er tku 'vnjknv hnh kf lanc ,uruxt ,ukftnc kafhvku
,ukftnc urvzb ov odu u,urhvz utra 'ubnn ohrducn ukhptu 'ohabt vcrvk vzc
kfa 'hk rntu /ohraf ohsuvh urtab u,ufzc era aurhpc uk usuv ohcru ',uruxt
ogp hf /ihbgc vnumgv vspevv ,t uhct ,hcc vtra ,njn ov uk uhva ,ujufv
',urafc uvakf eupep uc vhva kftn uk ,,k vjpanv hbc urh,vu 'vkuj vhv uhct
hahnju hbac ,hbg, g"g kche 'ruxht aaj ka kftnc uvunyhpa uhct ahdrvafu
lurf vhv rcsva lf hsf sg 'oumg oaur uhkg vag uhct kmt vtra vz rcs /uhhj kf
/vzc o,usvh lanv uk,a sg eum hnhc u,chcx kg ughpav ,tz scknu 'apb ,urhxnc

gucav ,uharp h"pg ursxb ,urrug,v hrcsu ohhj hjek
ana ,hc e"ec ohrahn shdn t"yhka krgp ouka crv ,tn

 wudu ofheukt wv ,t o,scgu(uf-df)
wvsunhkn r,uh vaunha vkusdw ihhbgc -

     `vhnjb vk hrntu hbuxngv iugna 'thb," '(:c"f ohjxp) trndc t,h
wtrh, lheukt wv ,twk ghdva iuhf 'vru,ca oh,t kf arus vhv 'hbuxngv
'ovk rnt 'ivhkg tv, vn ,arsa oh,t kf 'hcr 'uhshnk, uk urnt 'arhp
hcr tca sg 'vahrpv kg rfa kcen hbt lf 'vahrsv kg rfa h,kchea oaf

/"ohnfj hshnk, ,ucrk - trh, lheukt wv ,tw arsu tcheg
wv c,fu     ggggsssshhhhuuuuvvvvhhhh    iiiiccccaurpk vhk vuvs 'vae obnt" '(wufu vae obnt v"s) oa w

ars o,vs 's"xc hk vtrbu /ohses wofheukt wv ,t o,scguw euxpk ghdvaf
r,uh vaunha vkusdws 'ucr ,t anak ost chhjs 'wcrv aunha ,ucrkw
vkusd 'hjuh ic iugna hcr ouan ibjuh r"tu" '(:z ,ufrc) t,htsfu /"wvsunhkn
ohn emh rat ypa ic gahkt vpw rntba 'vsunhkn r,uh vru, ka vaunha

/"vsunhkn r,uh vaunha vkusda snkn emh tkt rntb tk snk 'wuvhkt h"g
 c,fu     hhhhrrrrhhhhttttnnnnwwwwvvvvanah vtruvv ihhbgc okugku" '(wufu okugku v"s oa) w

,ghshk vchx ohnfjvu ohbezv aunhau 'vnfjk vchx vxrhdva 'ohnfj hshnk,
 /"r,hvu ruxhtc iv 'ihsc iv 'vtruvv ihbg tuvu 'vftknv

 ;hxuvu     tttt""""aaaarrrrvvvvnnnnwwwwvvvv'rtucn tuv - wufu vaunha vkusd" '(wufu vkusd v"s) oa w
'ih,fus vnfc ibhrntsf 'vagnk ibhta ucrn snuk osta ,ufkv vnf ahs

/"vagnk vfkv ucrc vtura 'wufu vaunha vkusdws rnte hfv ouanu
wv f"fu    ....gggguuuuhhhh    ttttkkkkppppcur ygnfu 'vru,c kusd kkf tuv - vkce" '(vkce lrg) w

uhv ,urusv kfu hbhxn vru, kche vana 'vkce lrsc thv ubhshc rat vru,v
aht kfuh tka ohrcs vnf ah 'ohrpxv ucr,ba v,g odu 'ihs in ihs ohkcen
ut vtr rat vagnk vfkv hp kg tkt 'ohrcs ka irurhcu i,u,hnt kg sungk

n gnavtrh uhbhgc hf 'wvsunhkn r,uh vaunha vkusdw urnt z"gu 'kusd ost hp
sg tck kfuh tk 'ihpkt ihba rcd vhjh uk hf 'vrah lrs thv uzht gnah uhbztcu
ananv kct ',uagk vn ,sf 'i,buf,n kg ohbhsv kf ,gsku 'ohrpx ka imhe
'tyjh tku icv vagh vn ,gs ;hxuh ouhk ouh 'ovhkdr rpgc ect,nu j",

/"wufu okugn gsh tk rat ,t asj rcs gnah vba wm ut wp ic tuvaf ohngpku
 kct         wwwwoooohhhhhhhhjjjj    llllrrrrsssswwwwcccc    kkkk""""rrrrvvvvnnnnvvvvvz ihhbg rthc '(wufu aunhac wyv-wz wu) ,uct kg

kt rcj,n shnk,v vbv 'j",v ,t ananv hf 'vz rcs aurhpu" ',hkudx lrsc
ratf hf 'epx iht hf 'crv in kcen shnk,v vzcu 'vru, ka vaunha h"g crv
kt shnk,v creh ratf 'lfu 'vkh,pv ehksn rbva 'rbv kt vkh,pv cre,
'crv in snuk shnk,v ratf if tku 'vru,v uhkg ghpana 'wvaunhaw h"g crv
tuva 'j",v anan tuv ratf unf 'ubnn snkh ratf crv kt ,ucre,v ihta
crv in sunkk tca vn vz iht hf 'ubnn kcenu unmgc j",v kt ,ucre,v

 /"u,ut anan ratf 'uhkt ruchj tuv vz rcs er 'uhkt ruchj

R’ Shimon Shkop ZT”L (Shaarei Yosher) would say:

     “ scgu gmrnc ubzt ,t uhbust gmruwwokugk u  - If a servant wishes to remain with his master and not go free, his ear is pierced

at the door and he remains in servitude ‘forever.’ Why is only the slave given this punishment and not the master, who

should insist he goes free? Because it is natural for the master to wish to keep his slave; it is unnatural for a human being to

resist being free. Freedom (ihruj ic) is the key to serving Hashem and learning Torah; this slave truly deserves punishment.” 

,arp hj ;xuh sug rpx (c) d:s h,vev yca ,"ua (1)
wc ,ut ,hatrc
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twist logic in order to adapt it to their wayward lifestyle.

Hashem warns the Jewish people against following these

types of people. In the desert, Hashem sent an angel to guide

the people and told the nation to listen to its voice and do

not rebel against what it says, for by doing so, they will turn    

   A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (67)

Hilchos Tzitzis: Trying on a Talis Before Buying it. 

Question: If a person goes into a Judaica store to buy a Talis

sdc (garment) and Tzitzis strings to put on by himself, can he try

on the Talis for size before putting on the Tzitzis strings? Is the

cloth he tries on considered wearing a four-cornered garment

without having Tzitzis attached to it, or not? 

Answer: In this case, some poskim (1) rule leniently and say

there is no problem, because trying it on is not an act of donning

a garment for the sake of benefiting from the garment at that time.

There is another reason to be lenient. When a buyer tries on the

Talis he has not yet taken possession of it and thus, is not yet

obligated to put on Tzitzis. For these reasons one should not say

a beracha on a Talis that has strings, if he is trying it on for size.

     There is another similar case brought in Sefer Od Yosef Chai

(2). He discusses a situation where a person is donning a Talis,

without the Tzitzis strings attached, to teach his students how to

put them on properly, and he rules leniently in that case.

Similarly, if one has a Talis with Tzitzis strings attached, and puts

it on to teach others, he should not say a beracha.

Attaching Tzitzis Strings At Night. The poskim debate if one

is permitted to attach Tzitzis strings to his Talis garment at night.

away from the path that He wishes us to follow. In our present

day, we do not have an “angel” but it is our leaders, the

Gedolei Hador, who receive the insight from the Almighty

and pass it down to us. We must never feel we know better

for this is nothing less then “rebelling” against Hashem.  

  `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

The debate centers around whether a four-cornered garment,

which is exempt from Tzitzis at nighttime, is the same as a three-

cornered garment which is exempt from Tzitzis at all times. In the

case of a three-cornered garment, if one attached strings and then

sewed on or cut out a fourth corner, it is invalid since the strings

were attached at the time the garment was exempt from Tzitzis.

In halacha, this is referred to as, "huagv in tku vag,". We might

say that the same is true by every garment at night.

    On the flip side, however, one might argue, as indeed most

poskim do, that nighttime expires by itself and the garment will

then be fit for the mitzvah the next morning without any human

intervention. This is quite different than a three-cornered garment

which can never become obligated without some form of human

intervention - in other words, adding a corner. This concept is

known as, "hns  vagn rxujnf utk inz rxujn".
The Decision Of Most Poskim. Most poskim are lenient in this

particular situation, and one may rely on this heter, which is also

the prevalent minhag. These poskim prove this from the concept

of placing schach on a sukkah - which also needs a kosher

placement and yet it is still deemed kosher if one puts on the

schach before Sukkos. There are many sources for this found in

Piskei Teshuvos, 18:1 especially in note 8.

Rabbi Shmuel Belkin Z”L would say:

     “‘Halachos are the substance (the body) of the Torah; aggados draw the heart of man like fine wine.’ (Sifri 32:14) The

halacha concerns itself with man’s daily conduct and the rules of human behavior. It symbolizes the body, for it deals with

human actions and responsibilities. Aggados give us the spiritual and moral insights of the halacha; it is the symbol of the

soul. It appeals to the heart and emotions of man. Halacha endeavors to bring earth closer to Heaven; aggadah endeavors

to bring Heaven closer to earth. Halacha deals with practice; aggadah primarily with theory. And yet, halacha and

aggadah cannot stand as two independent fields, just as body and soul cannot possess vitality if they are in separate

abodes. The aggadah must serve as the soul of the halacha, and the two must supplement and complement each other.”

A Wise Man would say:

    “A dream is not what you see in your sleep; a dream is a thing which does not let you sleep.”    



 //// gnabu vagb wv rcs rat kf urnthu(z-sf)
   The Gemara (/jp ,ca) asks: “Why are the Jewish people compared to an apple? ("rghv hmgc jup,f") Just as an apple  sprouts

before its leaves, so too Bnei Yisroel proclaimed Naaseh before Nishma!” What does this mean? What is the greatness of an
apple that it sprouts before its leaves and why is this a comparison to the Jewish people who said Naaseh before Nishma? 
    R’ Simcha Sheps ZT”L gives a stunning explanation. He says that the purpose of the entire creation is chessed. The world is
built on kindness and without it there would be no world; the entire phenomenon of nature is one big circle of chessed. Animals eat
vegetation, people eat animals. Man shows the world the greatest chessed through his free choice and emulation of Hashem. 
     During the winter, trees are stripped of their leaves. As spring settles in, the leaves begin to once again cover the branches,

and after that, fruit begins to blossom and ripen. This is true of all trees except one: the apple tree. The apple tree FIRST gives
off it’s fruit and only afterwards do leaves cover the branches. While all the other trees first think of themselves and covering
their nakedness, the apple tree first thinks about how it can benefit others by bringing forth its beautiful and delicious fruit!

    When Hashem asked the nations of the world if they want the Torah, they answered selfishly. They only thought about
themselves and thus answered in the negative. The Jewish people answered “Naaseh V’Nishma” and did not think about
themselves, but only about the honor of Hashem. Only after “NAASEH” - we will do whatever Hashem wants, did they say

“NISHMA” and worry about themselves! Whenever we eat an apple, let us remember this great lesson of chessed.
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wudu u,ut iufhka, ckfk ukft, tk vphry vsac racu(k-cf) 
     In the mystical city of Tzefas, close to five hundred years ago, lived a righteous man who was known for his kindness, his
many good deeds and his immense wealth, which he used to support the indigent. For the first few years of his marriage, he
was not blessed with children and this allowed him and his wife to pour out their hearts in prayer. In time, the couple was
blessed with a son - and their joy knew no bounds. The birth of their child and the upcoming bris was the talk of town, and

the man wasted no time in requesting the honor of the holy Ariza’l, Rabbeinu Yitzchok Luria ZT”L, to serve as Sandek.
     Unfortunately, all was not well in the rich man’s house. One of his neighbors harbored great resentment and wished to
cause him harm in any way he could. With the upcoming bris and festive meal following, the evil neighbor came up with a
sinister plot to not only disgrace his neighbor, but to totally destroy him as well. The night before the bris, he managed to
sneak into the home of the rich man and dumped a pouchful of poison into one of the large pots filled with simmering fish to
be served the next morning at the bris. Satisfied that this would cause great mayhem, he stole out of the house and went home.
    Early the next morning, guests, family and friends arrived early at the home of the rich man for this great celebration.
No one wanted to be late and the excitement in the crowd was palpable. At the appointed hour, many of the Rabbanim and
honored attendees turned expectantly to the host and awaited the beginning of the ceremony. But the host just stood at the
door and waited; his most honored guest, the Ariza”l, had yet to show up for the bris. This was quite unusual, as the
Tzaddik was well known as a punctual person who was never late. And so, they waited ... and waited ... but after a few
hours had gone by and the Ariza”l had still not come, many people became concerned, and then alarmed.

     Lo and behold, at one point late in the afternoon, the sudden appearance of the Ariza”l took everyone by surprise and
some people could not help but ask where the great man had been all this time. The Ariza”l understood the people’s
frustration and responded quickly. “I left my home early this morning to come here for the bris but the moment I walked
out of my house, a large black dog blocked my way. The dog was barking so loudly that I knew it was trying to tell me
something. I asked the dog in plain language who it was and the dog spoke right back to me. It told me that it was a gilgul

neshama (reincarnated soul) forced to come back to this world. I inquired as to who it was a gilgul of and the dog
explained that he was the gilgul of Geichazi (hzjhd).” The Ariza”l explained that when the Prophet Elisha ordered Geichazi
to take his staff and bring the son of the Shunamite back to life (yf-s wc ohfkn), Geichazi did not believe in the miracle that
was about to take place. On his way, he saw a dead dog on the side of the road and tried out the prophet’s staff on it. Instantly,
the dead dog came to life and Geichazi now hurried to fulfill the mission. However, to his chagrin, when he got there, the staff
no longer had any effect on the body of the youth. For his indiscretion, Geichazi’s punishment was to transmigrate into a dog. 
     The Ariza”l continued speaking to the spellbound audience. “The dog told me that due to its sin, it has not had any
tikkun (absolvement) for its soul all this time. When it learned that I might be able to help it, it came to me and demanded
that I help it find peace once and for all. I told the dog that I did not know of any tikkun to prescribe but the dog refused to
let me go until I gave it what it wanted. It kept me for hours until I was able to advise it that if it would give its life in the act of
saving other people from death, this will allow Geichazi to finally attain the atonement his soul so desperately needs.”
     Well, now that the Ariza”l had finally arrived, the bris was able to go on as planned. The Ariza”l served as Sandek and
afterwards, the depleted crowd - due to the late hour - sat down to the seudah they had been awaiting all day long.
     Suddenly, from the kitchen rushed one of the workers and exclaimed breathlessly, “Something terrible has happened.
The moment we took the huge pot of fish off the fire, a big black dog rushed into the kitchen and literally dove headfirst
into the pot! The fish is all ruined and the dog is very much dead!” The Ariza”l stood up and went to look at the dead dog.
Instantly he knew it was the dog he had spoken to earlier. The fish was tested and it was found to be laced with poison.
Thankfully, no human was harmed. 
     

   vanj urfn ut ujcyu va ut rua aht cbdh hf
 vav ,j, itm gcrtu ruav ,j, okah rec (zk-tf)

    When discussing the laws of a thief’s compensatory
payment, Rav Yochanan ben Zakai explained (:yg tne tcc)
that a thief who steals an ox must pay five times the value,
since he was able to lead his booty away in a relatively
dignified manner. But by sheep, however, he had to some-
what humiliate himself by making his getaway carrying the
sheep on his shoulders. That embarrassment is a part of his
“payment” and he therefore only pays four and not five times
the amount that he stole! How important is the honor of a
human being in he eyes of the Almighty, that the Torah even
takes into account the embarrassment of a thief; how much
more must we take into account the disgrace of every person.
     Concern for the honor of a fellow Jew was the hallmark of
the Tchebiner Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Avraham Genichovsky
ZT”L. He treated every person, rabbi and layman alike, with
the greatest respect, especially his many chavrusos (study
partners). One Friday evening, when his chavrusa came at
the usual time to learn with him, the young man forgot it was
Shabbos and accidentally rang the bell to the Genichovsky
home! Immediately, he recoiled in horror and shock at what
he had done - and almost ran away out of sheer humiliation.
    The young man decided to stay his ground. Mustering up
the courage, he knocked loudly on the door. There was no
answer. He knocked again and waited. This was unusual -
he didn’t hear a sound coming from inside the house. He
knocked again and waited for close to five whole minutes.
     Then, he heard padded footsteps, and when the door
opened, there stood the Rosh Yeshivah - bleary eyed and in
his pajamas! “I’m so sorry,” said R’ Avraham, “are you
knocking long?” It wasn’t late and the two sat down to learn.
   After he had left, the bochur realized what had happened;
upon hearing the doorbell ring, R’ Avraham quickly
changed into his pajamas and pretended to be asleep - so
that the bochur should think that he didn’t hear the bell ring!     

       EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
  ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

rugh sjav hf je, tk sjau            
 wudu ohehsm hrcs ;kxhu ohjep         (z-df)

     Chazal tell us (:ve ,ucu,f) that the word "sjua" -
“bribery” comes from the Hebrew words "sj tuva" - “for

he is one,” indicating that once a judge has taken a bribe, he
can no longer judge a case from an impartial viewpoint. He

now stands united in his view of the case - as one with the
party that gave him the bribe. R’ Yisroel Salanter ZT”L
adds that the concept of ulterior motivation affecting one’s
deeds or opinions is not limited to a judge in a court room.
Each individual person forms opinions and behavioral
patterns, based on what he sees and thinks and ulterior
motives affect these opinions in a real and powerful way.
One must be conscious of the “shochad” that is all around
him and not let his judgment be clouded by ulterior motives.
     Interestingly enough, there is a positive side to “shochad.”

In the year 5652 (1892), when R’ Chaim Soloveitchik
(Brisker) ZT”L took over the rabbinate of Brisk from his

father, he felt as if he needed assistance and guidance to help
him navigate those hectic first days; meeting with the city’s
lay leaders, leading the congregation, and many other tasks a
new rabbi is required to perform. To that end, R’ Chaim asked
his uncle, R’ Simcha Soloveitchik ZT”L to come to Brisk
and “show him the ropes” until he can manage on his own.
     R’ Simcha accepted the invitation, however, it took him
quite some time to come to Brisk. Week after week went by
and R’ Simcha had many legitimate excuses for not being
able to make it. After almost 2 months, he finally arrived and
immediately showed R’ Chaim how to maneuver through the
pitfalls and obstacles of the rabbanus. He was a huge help.
     Later, R’ Chaim remarked, “See how great the power of
shochad (bribery) is. All these weeks that I’ve been waiting
for my uncle to come, I harbored a bit of anger and annoyance
at him for making me wait so long. But now that he came and
helped me so tremendously, I cannot thank him enough. This
‘shochad’ of assistance has taken away any feelings of anger!”         

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

kan: A non-religious man, who considered himself a

scholar of note, once remarked to the Satmar Rebbe, R’

Yoel Teitelbaum ZT”L, “The Gemara says (:dhe ,unch) that

Rav Yitzchok ben Bisna once lost the keys to the Beis

Medrash in the street on Shabbos. He didn’t know what to

do so he came and asked Rav Pedas for advice. Rav Pedas

answered him, ‘Bring a young boy and girl and let them

play in the street, and if they find the keys they will bring

them.’ We see from here that a boy and girl are allowed to

play together in the street, or at least in the same place.”

     The man thought he was witty and he had stumped the

Satmar Rebbe. But the Rebbe just smiled at him and

replied, “Apparently, you do not understand the Gemara

you just quoted. You see, the real reason why Rav Pedas

told him to send a boy and a girl, and not two boys was for a

very basic and practical reason. Since the girl was present,

the boy would have to keep his eyes on the ground so as not

to look at the girl. As a result, there was much more of a

likelihood that he would find the keys!”

kanb: There are people who wish to distort the truth and


