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twist logic in order to adapt it to their wayward lifestyle.
Hashem warns the Jewish people against following these
types of people. In the desert, Hashem sent an angel to guide
the people and told the nation to listen to its voice and do
not rebel against what it says, for by doing so, they will turn

A SERICS IN HALACHA
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (67)
Hilchos Tzitzis: Trying on a Talis Before Buying it.
Question: If a person goes into a Judaica store to buy a Talis
T3 (garment) and 7zitzis strings to put on by himself, can he try
on the Talis for size before putting on the 7Zitzis strings? Is the
cloth he tries on considered wearing a four-cornered garment
without having 7Zitzis attached to it, or not?
Answer: In this case, some poskim (1) rule leniently and say
there is no problem, because trying it on is not an act of donning
a garment for the sake of benefiting from the garment at that time.
There is another reason to be lenient. When a buyer tries on the
Talis he has not yet taken possession of it and thus, is not yet
obligated to put on 7zitzis. For these reasons one should not say
a beracha on a Talis that has strings, if he is trying it on for size.
There is another similar case brought in Sefer Od Yosef Chai
. He discusses a situation where a person is donning a Talis,
without the TZitzis strings attached, to teach his students how to
put them on properly, and he rules leniently in that case.
Similarly, if one has a Talis with Tzitzis strings attached, and puts
it on to teach others, he should not say a beracha.

Attaching Tzitzis Strings At Night. The poskim debate if one

is permitted to attach 7TZzitzis strings to his Talis garment at night.

R’ Shimon Shkop ZT”’L (Shaarei Yosher) would say:

away from the path that He wishes us to follow. In our present
day, we do not have an “angel” but it is our leaders, the
Gedolei Hador, who receive the insight from the Almighty
and pass it down to us. We must never feel we know better
for this is nothing less then “rebelling” against Hashem.
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The debate centers around whether a four-cornered garment,
which is exempt from 7Zitzis at nighttime, is the same as a three-
cornered garment which is exempt from 7zizzis at all times. In the
case of a three-cornered garment, if one attached strings and then
sewed on or cut out a fourth corner, it is invalid since the strings
were attached at the time the garment was exempt from 7zitzis.
In halacha, this is referred to as, "wyn Y3 N nwyn". We might
say that the same is true by every garment at night.

On the flip side, however, one might argue, as indeed most
poskim do, that nighttime expires by itself and the garment will
then be fit for the mitzvah the next morning without any human
intervention. This is quite different than a three-cornered garment
which can never become obligated without some form of human
intervention - in other words, adding a corner. This concept is
known as, "7 NWYNI 90NN WO Y8 10N
The Decision Of Most Poskim. Most poskim are lenient in this
particular situation, and one may rely on this &efer, which is also
the prevalent minhag. These poskim prove this from the concept
of placing schach on a sukkah - which also needs a kosher
placement and yet it is still deemed kosher if one puts on the
schach before Sukkos. There are many sources for this found in
Piskei Teshuvos, 18:1 especially in note 8.
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“ODY Y72V YNNI IMN DX PITX Y8 - If a servant wishes to remain with his master and not go free, his ear is pierced
at the door and he remains in servitude ‘forever.” Why is only the slave given this punishment and not the master, who
should insist he goes free? Because it is natural for the master to wish to keep his slave; it is unnatural for a human being to
resist being free. Freedom (YN 12) is the key to serving Hashem and learning Torah; this slave truly deserves punishment.”

Rabbi Shmuel Belkin Z’L would say:

“‘Halachos are the substance (the body) of the Torah; aggados draw the heart of man like fine wine.’ (Sifri 32:14) The
halacha concerns itself with man’s daily conduct and the rules of human behavior. It symbolizes the body, for it deals with
human actions and responsibilities. Aggados give us the spiritual and moral insights of the halacha; it is the symbol of the
soul. It appeals to the heart and emotions of man. Halacha endeavors to bring earth closer to Heaven; aggadah endeavors
to bring Heaven closer to earth. Halacha deals with practice; aggadah primarily with theory. And yet, halacha and
aggadah cannot stand as two independent fields, just as body and soul cannot possess vitality if they are in separate
abodes. The aggadah must serve as the soul of the halacha, and the two must supplement and complement each other.”

Mazel Tov Dr. and Mrs.
Leslie Bennet (and
Chaskel!!) on the birth

o Camp v of their great granchild,
> i% Mmkd}m Ariella Ita Frankel v
Gﬁm

A Wise Man would say:

“A dream is not what you see in your sleep; a dream is a thing which does not let you sleep.”
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In the mystical city of Tzefas, close to five hundred years ago, lived a righteous man who was known for his kindness, his
many good deeds and his immense wealth, which he used to support the indigent. For the first few years of his marriage, he
was not blessed with children and this allowed him and his wife to pour out their hearts in prayer. In time, the couple was
blessed with a son - and their joy knew no bounds. The birth of their child and the upcoming bris was the talk of town, and
the man wasted no time in requesting the honor of the holy Ariza’l, Rabbeinu Yitzchok Luria ZT”’L, to serve as Sandek.

Unfortunately, all was not well in the rich man’s house. One of his neighbors harbored great resentment and wished to
cause him harm in any way he could. With the upcoming bris and festive meal following, the evil neighbor came up with a
sinister plot to not only disgrace his neighbor, but to totally destroy him as well. The night before the bris, he managed to
sneak into the home of the rich man and dumped a pouchful of poison into one of the large pots filled with simmering fish to
be served the next morning at the bris. Satisfied that this would cause great mayhem, he stole out of the house and went home.

Early the next morning, guests, family and friends arrived early at the home of the rich man for this great celebration.
No one wanted to be late and the excitement in the crowd was palpable. At the appointed hour, many of the Rabbanim and
honored attendees turned expectantly to the host and awaited the beginning of the ceremony. But the host just stood at the
door and waited; his most honored guest, the Ariza”l, had yet to show up for the bris. This was quite unusual, as the
Tzaddik was well known as a punctual person who was never late. And so, they waited ... and waited ... but after a few
hours had gone by and the Ariza”1 had still not come, many people became concerned, and then alarmed.

Lo and behold, at one point late in the afternoon, the sudden appearance of the Ariza”l took everyone by surprise and
some people could not help but ask where the great man had been all this time. The Ariza”l understood the people’s
frustration and responded quickly. “I left my home early this morning to come here for the bris but the moment I walked
out of my house, a large black dog blocked my way. The dog was barking so loudly that I knew it was trying to tell me
something. I asked the dog in plain language who it was and the dog spoke right back to me. It told me that it was a gilgul!
neshama (reincarnated soul) forced to come back to this world. I inquired as to who it was a gilgul of and the dog
explained that he was the gilgul of Geichazi (»n).” The Ariza’l explained that when the Prophet Elisha ordered Geichazi
to take his staff and bring the son of the Shunamite back to life (03-7'2 ©51), Geichazi did not believe in the miracle that
was about to take place. On his way, he saw a dead dog on the side of the road and tried out the prophet’s staff on it. Instantly,
the dead dog came to life and Geichazi now hurried to fulfill the mission. However, to his chagrin, when he got there, the staff
no longer had any effect on the body of the youth. For his indiscretion, Geichazi’s punishment was to transmigrate into a dog.

The Ariza”l continued speaking to the spellbound audience. “The dog told me that due to its sin, it has not had any
tikkun (absolvement) for its soul all this time. When it learned that I might be able to help it, it came to me and demanded
that I help it find peace once and for all. I told the dog that I did not know of any tikkun to prescribe but the dog refused to
let me go until I gave it what it wanted. It kept me for hours until I was able to advise it that if it would give its life in the act of
saving other people from death, this will allow Geichazi to finally attain the atonement his soul so desperately needs.”

Well, now that the Ariza”1l had finally arrived, the bris was able to go on as planned. The Ariza”l served as Sandek and
afterwards, the depleted crowd - due to the late hour - sat down to the seudah they had been awaiting all day long.

Suddenly, from the kitchen rushed one of the workers and exclaimed breathlessly, “Something terrible has happened.
The moment we took the huge pot of fish off the fire, a big black dog rushed into the kitchen and literally dove headfirst
into the pot! The fish is all ruined and the dog is very much dead!” The Ariza”l stood up and went to look at the dead dog.

Instantly he knew it was the dog he had spoken to earlier. The fish was tested and it was found to be laced with poison.

Thankfully, no human was harmed. FRT E)jﬂﬂ ﬂ’@"—g’—g‘@;@
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SwP: A non-religious man, who considered himself a
scholar of note, once remarked to the Satmar Rebbe, R’
Yoel Teitelbaum ZT”’L, “The Gemara says (:»p mn) that
Rav Yitzchok ben Bisna once lost the keys to the Beis
Medrash in the street on Shabbos. He didn’t know what to
do so he came and asked Rav Pedas for advice. Rav Pedas
answered him, ‘Bring a young boy and girl and let them
play in the street, and if they find the keys they will bring
them.” We see from here that a boy and girl are allowed to
play together in the street, or at least in the same place.”

The man thought he was witty and he had stumped the
Satmar Rebbe. But the Rebbe just smiled at him and
replied, “Apparently, you do not understand the Gemara
you just quoted. You see, the real reason why Rav Pedas
told him to send a boy and a girl, and not two boys was for a
very basic and practical reason. Since the girl was present,
the boy would have to keep his eyes on the ground so as not
to look at the girl. As a result, there was much more of a
likelihood that he would find the keys!”

5'@79_3: There are people who wish to distort the truth and
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When discussing the laws of a thief’s compensatory
payment, Rav Yochanan ben Zakai explained (:0y Nnp N13)
that a thief who steals an ox must pay five times the value,
since he was able to lead his booty away in a relatively
dignified manner. But by sheep, however, he had to some-
what humiliate himself by making his getaway carrying the
sheep on his shoulders. That embarrassment is a part of his
“payment” and he therefore only pays four and not five times
the amount that he stole! How important is the honor of a
human being in he eyes of the Almighty, that the Torah even
takes into account the embarrassment of a thief; how much
more must we take into account the disgrace of every person.
Concern for the honor of a fellow Jew was the hallmark of
the Tchebiner Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Avraham Genichovsky
ZT”L. He treated every person, rabbi and layman alike, with
the greatest respect, especially his many chavrusos (study
partners). One Friday evening, when his chavrusa came at
the usual time to learn with him, the young man forgot it was
Shabbos and accidentally rang the bell to the Genichovsky
home! Immediately, he recoiled in horror and shock at what

he had done - and almost ran away out of sheer humiliation.
The young man decided to stay his ground. Mustering up
the courage, he knocked loudly on the door. There was no
answer. He knocked again and waited. This was unusual -
he didn’t hear a sound coming from inside the house. He

knocked again and waited for close to five whole minutes.
Then, he heard padded footsteps, and when the door
opened, there stood the Rosh Yeshivah - bleary eyed and in
his pajamas! “I'm so sorry,” said R’ Avraham, “are you
knocking long?”” It wasn’t late and the two sat down to learn.
After he had left, the bochur realized what had happened;
upon hearing the doorbell ring, R’ Avraham quickly
changed into his pajamas and pretended to be asleep - so
that the bochur should think that he didn’t hear the bell ring!
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Chazal tell us (np ™M) that the word "TNw" -
“bribery” comes from the Hebrew words "7n Nnv” - “for
he is one,” indicating that once a judge has taken a bribe, he
can no longer judge a case from an impartial viewpoint. He
now stands united in his view of the case - as one with the
party that gave him the bribe. R’ Yisroel Salanter ZT”’L
adds that the concept of ulterior motivation affecting one’s
deeds or opinions is not limited to a judge in a court room.
Each individual person forms opinions and behavioral
patterns, based on what he sees and thinks and ulterior
motives affect these opinions in a real and powerful way.
One must be conscious of the “shochad” that is all around
him and not let his judgment be clouded by ulterior motives.
Interestingly enough, there is a positive side to “shochad.”
In the year 5652 (1892), when R’ Chaim Soloveitchik
(Brisker) ZT”L took over the rabbinate of Brisk from his
father, he felt as if he needed assistance and guidance to help
him navigate those hectic first days; meeting with the city’s
lay leaders, leading the congregation, and many other tasks a
new rabbi is required to perform. To that end, R’ Chaim asked
his uncle, R> Simcha Soloveitchik ZT”’L to come to Brisk
and “show him the ropes” until he can manage on his own.

R’ Simcha accepted the invitation, however, it took him
quite some time to come to Brisk. Week after week went by
and R’ Simcha had many legitimate excuses for not being
able to make it. After almost 2 months, he finally arrived and
immediately showed R’ Chaim how to maneuver through the
pitfalls and obstacles of the rabbanus. He was a huge help.

Later, R’ Chaim remarked, “See how great the power of
shochad (bribery) is. All these weeks that I've been waiting
for my uncle to come, I harbored a bit of anger and annoyance
at him for making me wait so long. But now that he came and
helped me so tremendously, I cannot thank him enough. This
‘shochad’ of assistance has taken away any feelings of anger!”

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SIHHLOMO
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The Gemara (namw) asks: “Why are the Jewish people compared to an apple? (" 8y1mand") Just as an apple sprouts
before its leaves, so too Bnei Yisroel proclaimed Naaseh before Nishma!” What does this mean? What is the greatness of an
apple that it sprouts before its leaves and why is this a comparison to the Jewish people who said Naaseh before Nishma?

R’ Simcha Sheps ZTL gives a stunning explanation. He says that the purpose of the entire creation is chessed. The world is
built on kindness and without it there would be no world; the entire phenomenon of nature is one big circle of chessed. Animals eat
vegetation, people eat animals. Man shows the world the greatest chessed through his free choice and emulation of Hashem.

During the winter, trees are stripped of their leaves. As spring settles in, the leaves begin to once again cover the branches,
and after that, fruit begins to blossom and ripen. This is true of all trees except one: the apple tree. The apple tree FIRST gives
off it’s fruit and only afterwards do leaves cover the branches. While all the other trees first think of themselves and covering
their nakedness, the apple tree first thinks about how it can benefit others by bringing forth its beautiful and delicious fruit!

When Hashem asked the nations of the world if they want the Torah, they answered selfishly. They only thought about
themselves and thus answered in the negative. The Jewish people answered “Naaseh V’Nishma” and did not think about
themselves, but only about the honor of Hashem. Only after “NAASEH” - we will do whatever Hashem wants, did they say
“NISHMA” and worry about themselves! Whenever we eat an apple, let us remember this great lesson of chessed.




