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A SERIES IN HALACHA

Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (48)
Using Another’s Mitzvah Item (cont.). As quoted previously,
the Mishna Berura () writes that one may use another
person’s shofar on Rosh Hashana without expressly receiving
permission, as long as he remains in the same building. In fact,
he may use it to blow the full one hundred sounds. Even though
all one hundred sounds are not obligatory, nevertheless, since
this is the prevalent custom, we assume that the shofar’s owner
would agree to allow the borrower to blow them all. The same
would be true for a kittel that is worn for davening during the

Yamim Noraim. One may use a kittel that was left in the shul

cloakroom, however, on Yom Kippur, when a kittel is worn the

entire day, one may not borrow it unless he knows for sure that
the owner has another one to wear.

Sukkah. Even though we assume that a person will allow

others to use his mitzvah item, a sukkah has its own set of rules.

The RMA (0 states that one should not use his friend’s sukkah

without permission. The Poskim offer three different reasons to

explain this ruling of the RMA specifically by a sukkah:

1) The owner might object to someone walking in and
invading his privacy, i.e. watching him eating, sleeping, or
doing any other activity he might not want to be seen (3.

2) The owner might come in while the borrower is there and
be embarrassed to enter his own sukkah, or say anything ).
Therefore, he would prefer if nobody borrowed his sukkah.
According to these two reasons, the Mishna Berura ()
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rules that if one knows clearly that the owner will not come
home during his usage, i.e. he is out of town for the day, one
may use the sukkah and make the beracha of w2 2w5.

3) The owner might object to another person coming in
because he might leave a mess and not clean up properly, i.e.
peels, bones, plates, cups, etc. ©). According to this reason, it
is prohibited even if the owner will certainly not be home
during the borrower’s short stay. The Mishna Berura does
not bring this third reason and therefore rules leniently that
one may enter and use another’s sukkah, if the owner
certainly will not be back during the borrower’s stay.

Nowadays. There might be another hesitation in using a sukkah
without permission in today’s day and age. Out of necessity, we
live in a “security-conscious” world. The crime rate in many
areas might be enough of a reason to disallow anyone from
entering another person’s private property without permission,
and certainly not to make oneself at home in his sukkah. Most
probably, this would depend on the type of neighborhood one
lives in. If one specifically does want to allow others to use his
sukkah, it would be a mitzvah for him to publicize it in shu.
Permission From a Wife. The Mishna Berura (7) writes that if
one received permission from the owner’s wife to use their
sukkah, he is permitted to enter, because once the wife gave
permission, the owner will not care. Also, the wife knows when
and if her husband will care, and thus, if she gave permission,
we assume it is with his consent.
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- ‘The Heavenly Kingdom is (conducted) like the earthly

kingdoms.’ It is customary that when a new king is coronated, many wonderful things occur: Prisoners are
reprieved, benefits are increased, gifts and assistance are distributed to the masses - ‘He granted amnesty and gave
out gifts worthy of the king’ (n-2 "nox n2»n). On this holy day of Rosh Hashana, when our entire purpose is to
crown our King, the King of all Kings, we too, ask for His Royal gifts. We too, need a general amnesty and
reprieve from our sins. We need gifts, both material assistance, mental capacity and spiritual rejuvenation. We beg
of You, Hashem, for »»m »n 2’ - children, good life and sustenance, for on this day we coronate You as our King!”

Bobover Rebbe, R’ Shloime Halberstam ZT”’L (Ateres Shloime) would say:

“Rosh Hashana is a day when mynn 2y2n - showing our affection for mitzvos, plays a large role. When Hashem
commanded Avraham to take his son Yitzchok to the Akeidah, he spoke to him in a gentle, drawn-out manner.
Rashi tells us why: ‘In order to make the commandment beloved (to Avraham) and thereby reward him for every
single spoken word.’ Similarly, when Jews buy ©m23 (honors) and aliyos on Yom Tov, they spend money for the
‘honor’ to do a mitzvah. What greater way to come before Hashem then with our love for His Torah and mitzvos?”

A Wise Man would say: g;fca;?%?ﬁ
“Of all acts of man repentance is the most divine. The greatest of all faults is to be conscious of none.” ”:n“ﬂdj 'Jégﬂg;. Y
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One Rosh Hashana, when Cantor Belzer signaled Meir to begin a solo, Meir purposely sang a totally different portion
of the liturgy. It ruined the entire rendition and Nisi became quite angry. However, to everyone’s surprise, the Tolna
Rebbe signaled Meir to repeat the solo, even though it was totally wrong, and the Rebbe wept during his singing.

After the service was over, the Rebbe called young Meir over and told the youngster, “May you always sing these
sacred songs, and may they be your salvation.”

Nisi Belzer could not contain the boisterous youngster, who grew up and gradually drifted away from shul choirs, and
not long after that, Torah observance. He was musically gifted and he entered a conservatory of music. In time, young
Meir became an outstanding opera star, and eventually married a non-Jewish woman. However, after many years of
success under the bright lights, Meir’s fortunes declined. His wife divorced him, he became depressed, and his once dulcet
voice lost its character. He realized that he was about to be released from the operatic group when he asked for one more
chance to redeem himself at a concert. He strode onto the stage, and without even knowing why or how it happened, he
suddenly belted out the cantorial liturgy of his youth, the very solo that the Rebbe had asked him to repeat many years

earlier. The orchestra stopped playing and the curtain was promptly lowered, and Meir was shown the exit door.

With no job and no home, Meir joined a group of vagrant mendicants who drifted from town to town. As it happened,
one Shabbos he found himself in Tolna, the city of his youth. He joined the throng of chassidim who attended R’
Duvidl’s Shabbos tish, and of course, no one recognized the one-time child wonder. When the Rebbe asked someone to
sing one of the Shabbos songs, as was his weekly custom, Meir’s voice suddenly called out, “I will sing!”

To the grumblers, the Rebbe said, “Let the man sing. Perhaps the singing will be the rectification for his errant ways.”

Meir began singing the liturgy which the Rebbe had asked him to repeat many years earlier, and both Meir and the
Rebbe wept with the rendition. Only afterwards did a few of the older chassidim recall the incident with the young choir
boy, and realized that the Tolna Rebbe’s words, “May this song be your salvation,” were prophetic.

Meir was reunited with his Rebbe who took him under his wing. He remained in Tolna and became a sincere baal
teshuva. Shortly after that, he died, and R’ Duvid’l personally assumed the responsibility of saying Kaddish for him.

RTT 9377 Y Yor

(EP 1303) e TTUNY ST ST UBI DOONGEN o mm s S e S mevy

>wn: One year, the holy Baal Shem Tov ZT”L said to one
of his senior disciples: “You will blow the shofar for us
this Rosh Hashana. 1 want you to study all the kavanos
(Kabbalistic meditations) that pertain to the shofar, so that
you can focus on them while you do the blowing.”

The disciple, R” Zev Kitzes, applied himself to the task
with joy and trepidation: joy over the great privilege that
had been accorded him, and trepidation over the immensity
of the responsibility. He studied the Kabbalistic writings
that discuss the great significance of the shofar and what its
sounds achieve on the various levels of reality and in the
various chambers of the soul. He also prepared a sheet of
paper on which he noted the main points of each kavanah,
so that he could refer to them when he blew the shofar.

Finally, the great moment arrived. It was the morning of
Rosh Hashana, and R’ Zev stood at the bima, surrounded
by a sea of talis-draped congregants. R* Zev reached into
his pocket, and his heart froze: the paper had disappeared!
He distinctly remembered placing it there that morning, but
now it was gone. Furiously, he searched his memory for
what he had learned, but his distress over the lost notes
seemed to have incapacitated his brain: his mind went
totally blank! Tears of frustration filled his eyes. He had
disappointed his master, who had entrusted him with this
most sacred task. Now he must blow the shofar like a simple

horn, without any kavanos. Despairingly, R’ Zev had no
choice but to blow the litany of sounds required by law
without the intense concentration he had planned on. When
he was finished, he walked back to his seat broken-hearted,
all the while, avoiding his Rebbe’s gaze.

At the conclusion of the day’s prayers, the Baal Shem
Tov made his way over to the corner where R’ Zev, sat
sobbing under his falis. “That was a most extraordinary
shofar-blowing we heard today!” said the Baal Shem Tov.

For a moment, R’ Zev did not know what to say. Finally,

he cried, “But Rebbe, 1 let you and the entire congregation
down. I did not blow the way you asked me to.”
Swna: “Let me explain to you what I asked,” said the Baal
Shem Tov in a gentle tone. “In the King’s palace, there are
numerous gates and entrance-ways, leading to numerous
halls and chambers. Those in charge - the palace-keepers -
maintain large rings containing many keys, each of which
opens a different passageway. However, there is one key
that fits all the locks, a ‘master key’ that opens all the doors.
The kavanos are important. They are keys, each unlocking
another door in our souls, each accessing another chamber
in the supernal worlds. But there is one key that unlocks all
doors, that opens up for us the innermost chambers of the
divine palace. It is the key which allows us to soar straight
up to heaven. That master key is a broken heart.”

JIRTD Ny Ny R D TIND

T2 73w WK Moa% XOW (11 IR 27 W) $7T K70 T )
QoMYA R AN 0 122YN BRI 311920 BRI (0 1 onn) ROy IR
RN AW D3N 7280 TN °225 mINon PRY DowenT 1R 120
ARy PRy nawnnk 7m a2 XOR XOT 7210 77 0

g7 By o 5o IR 2195 D wmien Haprw 1180 o

JAR 3 PR DY 11802 AN A0 792 NYAwN NPIm myswo
“phw b oY IMSKE =YY Y %u
N emapsree e FVARI DY

PP AN 1M RIT PRY TP 0¥ MW AN DA yEN RITW ROR
17 R pnpb ARl goaw Ty a1 g nobn o nemen
JWYNN WA 0N W D W DI DR OPea pno ames
12715 2w YR WK 5 1R TP 101 AN 127 P W ek 2w TR
“ow Aroam AENT IR PRI RN DR 1 1 WD 0D BT
/5ya3 XD Nyt YW 00 TN IR W

77 TR D2 DR 0°17 07w R 01, My e ama ST am oRM
5‘(’2?‘("@’ T "( A;’;,-) ST I3 B TpY
T VY ) SN DI3®N 1'YI5 'SP 19703

DF Ppab PR - (e o) B DRON Tapd DR 9503 1N BYR pEn Ton o s

1903 D12 KW G T PRI DRI M3 Pon v XD i
> AT 1T AYA TV X023 NPy DDA mam o0 R a1 T1anm PR
MWD X°237 797 1991 201 1 RITW G2 TaNn pay oonn 17apn v
1078031, 1A 13257 B anSTa Iy 1Ny a2 00 maTn i bhava
RIAMT SR 722090 0 vaw A9YRP 7P 00 OYPNN 71NN PIRD M¥pa
a1 /AT AN 320 PR W 3T TARY IR IR 0 ODIRY
/oM 2IRW MRS 712N nrny Yoaaw
(OW) X732 RIPR” (2912 7Y A10 /AP T 19903) N2 WA O

3T A Twnb 7P TaRY Tabn PR TR RIT TR 2N o1 oDy
/131 7272 1IN ARG WY DR TR 720 Nen K9 B P1aTa
TR TTAT2 AInn WAy DA wayn nbvea qnb'en maa anN
PR O0TE 7 32 PLan TPRY NTNT CrY2 OUp1 N IR 1270
MM MR PTPoR P RD N 0D 5ot Ry ovpt on cnem abiwa
TR Py TP 70 NoT AR NINow I IR D172 7Pean
NN PO, TAME T TR TR O PR IR Y 4y

IR PO P RIRE PrrATR NI 3D) ‘waT M2 wrn 1Y)
X7 ,85I9R 712 wpan 0IRw 1 92027 (191 AN mm 177 7 e
MR TION XOW 7D KT WY wpan ox  owrben pip Sawa bion
I1P YT OIRA 7Y ATIY (XA PAITY) OVARD /7 Ny nviyn

5w W PaAnd w7 191 Jynd 151 0N oY [0 nans an
XY °2 11137 Iy Souw *7 X1 1 000 1D 1 2awaT e
PR IR MIRR MY PR Bov n oIRnw 1 o /-2 1o oo
T DA DA DWWy TN ANR Y 8% (77 7 MaR) 7 OmaR
PR 1T /R PO IRy 132 TR0a 191 101 °Ran by 0 bon
LA T A2 KOM YT RS IR 037 L(121 3AIR 4N 777 72N
22725 132 ORI AOKRT 1Y RIT T pAIT WRD 00 ORI 00N NoRea
M T IMITY PN 72N PR (o0 K D mEya 2w
070 SR 12 By 7RI By 1nrn e 52 ROR 10 mwyS Do K1 07y
O IR PR DON0M /121 17 1 AMEna poynne par b o ynb
13M2Y TR 7PN WY AN BTN DY I3RS unbRw 1N
STARI TR /00 DR Jaynb 070 9803 13aN N2 van Ton oo
D TTIRD 07N 13205 33 AN 592 TAPRN 719 0PN 1K 1T
MMM AT NIYN 15 YT And gy 1D 1w PR R
7191 3y wwR R0 NI 130N B2 XOR PR By 1w mam
21910007 >y KPR D 00 PRY 3180 MYy 1Ay

PN AT TN By O3 (Iwn WR1 T A10) PYT K9S AnD 1
(W3 M7 WBI-) 771 RPN DO IR R TIAYY 70 nenR X
»1 DY TINRD WpaA? T T AN B3 1maya 773pnD oy R R XOw
AN J27mYn TN B vy LUy 7MNa R Yw AT 0D A
mIwh 7onaw 0PIy RN 13011 7191 R 101 0PN 13T0F TR 10D
/IR @R ayn” MM AR Wawn TWR DTHwa Oa rana nam

TOWS WPV (BN "0 AR WRY ML SN NTK) Mon an)
J1° SRPIM) N7 Ao peb e oena 0o /orn WY v nomaa
XD WY WK TYWD 5 /131 TARLA Don 20 7D YWY (371 K7D OP0D
JORTIRA AP 001 P (2 1o TWR-) Ay TR 10pTRa 1D o
(1Y D72 WK PR 13-) WP AT IR 080D (27 1P ©YRn) 20007
J332 7T 37N 78R 172y OMaR IR
AR MWD PRI DN OTIIRI 1IN PR M /A0 122 wra
UPPN A7MAR N7 RONW 1 Noma3 ek oenn By Hoantb po
/O 1370V 72 I UK 191 7o nbaa ann By Hhannd
DR P5ENTR (Mawa-) PTAY (1707 770 BN A7IX) i 203 NI
175 X571 313 K221 NoIn K92 5IR Mavas own nwTT MR max
712770 V92 TR NI 0T NN A3 P NAwAw ANow Oy
/191 AN $PWT Y TP 12K 1w yab i omia naw bnam
I RDY 121 I 737 TR P07 OTAY 277 23 DY AR 173 Ram)
71 ROT I PO 52T (072 P Y) 12 KR opn bon ym
32 PR DIRES PRI (T2 MOT2) BT MAN TR T DY 1w Y
D% OYLR TAWN 7P DY 121 DN 1370 PROTAT MYRT /MR
75 w2 130T W APRYT 1D 2INY ONA 191 MAWRT ‘32 AR PO 0°37
/191 172Y OTTAR DR WP 727 DR TP 0D AR OTNaR SRR morw
Drn ORI P 0PN WIR D1, RO DY 2wy 7apnw 10 Az
32 AR ONPR DY DIRWS DR 555 R D1 TR 10 ORI P
/12107127 N2w DRI AR 10072 10 PRY 7191 IR
5y 2now IR 19N 2L (19737 IRN DD wT) ‘mhan qena DI
TN TYWR AT R 0N 7T (2 XPO'D OW) 03 RIPRT NI
Mawa nnaw Ty 72NN BRI Sw 03725 1o XD Awn nnawow 210
5w 02782 N9 2TINT A AN K2 00N 71T TARIW 191 apn Dw
DRoN UPAY 7Y MY AR 3 TN TTea Y TRIw DR
Ty 7200 SR B 00722 Me XD 2P5hann PRI 211 WY DOIwRT
5y 2N21 121 R M3 51737 D-KT mRIw apn S nawa mnaw
9902 120121 191 OPAD 1WA NOWYA DV ARY AT /R0n Jenn 72
RS (7 YR DN T TR 101 W TS X D150 10 oo
I OR SN 7T YR Y 0 R Aw) TR R 1N -0 195 oo
/o DR 3y O 802 12N2Y TR A ek TN 9y 77
(27> M372) 571 OTARD IR TIRA D03 13727 WW 71 7T DY RN
AP AR DDA AWy YPRY nyay BN /71272 canenn e
127 5502 AR BTva mvana ohwn TOY X021 Wl IRD Tawnd
PR TRwR R OX 21,7277 AR 2 773pR YW R R e onbany
T IRP °3 POY TR NIRRT YI0 7R DR 118D w10 1K1 (372 oy
52 7205 133 7387 v 225m K7D 7230 TRYR 910 1R Mo wwm
M O9WY 12 TR 1D TARI 1272 NP0’ TR P Ny 0Tva 1nen
TR DR MR P OYD TRwn RY RTIW IR0 YT 7021, 7R




In June 1941, as the Nazi killing machine advanced toward the city of Telz, Lithuania, the famous Telz Yeshivah was
divided into a number of groups who fled in all different directions. One group of forty-eight students made it as far as
the Lithuanian-Russian border, before a majority of them - thirty-two students in all - had a change of heart, and turned
back. The remaining sixteen boys continued onward and escaped over the border, hopping into the open boxcar of a
freight train heading deep into the Russian hinterland, with little more than the clothes on their backs and a prayer on
their lips. Unfortunately, those who went back didn’t survive the war.

During the six years of their miraculous survival in the Siberian wilderness - quite often they were forced to flee from the
pursuing Russian Army and secret police - the group of sixteen made sure to set aside considerable time each day to study
from a lone tractate of Talmud that they had with them. They also shared the one pair of Tefillin that they had brought along.
Two of the leaders of the group, R’ Chaim Stein ZT”’L and Rabbi Meir Zelig Mann Z”’L of Cleveland, Ohio, were
young twenty-year-old bochurim at the time. Rabbi Mann kept a meticulous diary of the day-to-day events, struggles, and
miracles - and even a log of which page of the Talmud they studied. R” Chaim also kept a diary in which he recounted the
various Torah topics that the group studied each and every day, and exactly where and when they studied them. Both
diaries are remarkable for their clear and precise detail, opening up a window into the lives of the yeshivah refugees on
the run in the Siberian wasteland. Both diaries recount the following incident which occurred during their escape.

As Rosh Hashana was quickly approaching, the group became anxious, desperately hoping to fulfill the mitzvah of
hearing the shofar blown on the holy day. Realistically speaking, though, they knew they had very little chance of
obtaining such a prized object in the thick of the Siberian forest. Much prayer and Torah study, including reviewing
Hilchos Shofar carefully, and readying themselves for the mitzvah, yielded results. Amazingly, on Erev Rosh Hashana, a
Russian vagabond, peddling, among other things, ram horns, suddenly appeared in the forest. The excited boys bartered
some of their valued stash of tobacco and obtained a set of horns. They then proceeded to boil one of the horns to help
loosen the bone that is attached to the inside of the horn. This would allow the bone to slide out creating a usable shofar. To
their utter dismay, the horn cracked during the procedure, thus invalidating the shofar’s use for the upcoming holiday.

They still had the other horn to work on. However, it was getting late; sunset and the start of Rosh Hashana was fast
approaching and the stubborn bone would not budge!

It was a delicate procedure and it couldn’t be rushed. They had already ruined one horn. All afternoon they worked on
the horn, and amongst some of the boys, despair was setting in. Finally, just mere moments before the holiday was to
begin, Yisroel Meir Karnovitz, a member of the group, used a piercing iron to jar the bone loose. They hollowed out the
inside of the horn, tested the shofar to see that it was in good condition, and thankfully found it to be working! These
starving, deprived and forlorn teenagers, spontaneously joined hands in the darkening Russian forest and began to sing and
dance, for they knew that wherever they were, Hashem would hear their shofar and answer their plea for life and survival.

The sequel to this story is told by R Meir Zelig’s son, Shmuel Yaakov. Sixty years later, in the Telshe Yeshivah in
Wickliffe, Ohio, a young man approached R’ Meir Zelig several minutes before the Yom Tov of Rosh Hashana was to
begin, and introduced himself as the grandson of R’ Yisroel Meir Karnovitz. R> Meir Zelig was so taken aback when he
realized that it was precisely sixty years to the day, to the hour, and to the very few minutes before sunset since the fateful
moment that this young man’s grandfather had finished the procedure to ready the shofar for use in the Siberian wilderness!

By the way.... who was this mysterious horn peddler? Well, it seems that he was the same mysterious individual who
boarded a railroad car R’ Chaim and Rabbi Mann were riding in to escape Russian authorities, and without any
explanation, offered to sell them candles on the night of Chanukah. They sincerely believed it was Eliyahu Hanavi, who
comes to aid the Jewish people in mysterious ways and who will be the one to herald the future Redemption with the
sounding of the great shofar of Moshiach; may that day come speedily and in our days.

What would the High Holy days be like without an amazing story from R’ Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT”’L, who
lived some two hundred years ago? His fame spread throughout Poland and the neighboring areas as a miracle-worker
whose love of Hashem, His holy Torah and the Jewish people was unlimited.

So .... the Berditchev community was aghast when one year, on Rosh Hashana, as R’ Levi Yitzchok slowly walked
up to the bima (podium) to begin the Mussaf prayers, he suddenly began weeping profusely and pulled a long braid of
blond hair from his pocket. He held the lock of hair high in the air for several moments, and mumbled something. The
congregation watched in great anticipation as the Rav finally laid the braid on the table before him, and began the Tefilah.

When he finished he was beaming with joy and later at the holiday meal, when one of his pupils got up the courage to
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A large portion of the avodah of Rosh Hashana deals

with Zichronos - Remembrances. What do we remember
and what do we wish the Master of the World to recall?
The Akeidas Yitzchok - the earth-shattering event that
never quite took place in the days of our forefathers,
Avraham and Yitzchok. It is interesting to note, that
although volumes have been written on the profundity and
sheer magnitude of the Akeidah, it would seem that there
have been even greater acts of mesiras nefesh in the
historical background of the Jewish nation. For example,
Moshe Rabbeinu said, “Erase me from Your book (the
Torah),” if Hashem would not take pity on the Jewish
people and eradicate them. We have Chana, who watched
as her seven sons were brutally killed before her very eyes,
rather than bow to idols. The Ger Tzedek, Avraham ben
Avraham, was burned at the stake rather than renounce his
new-found religion. And the millions upon millions of
“simple” Jews who underwent horrific upheavals in world
history, sanctifying Hashem’s Name by making the ultimate
sacrifice, both for themselves and their children. There have
been so many awesome acts of devotion to Hakadosh
Boruch Hu and His Torah - too numerous to specifically
identify - so why do we implore Hashem to only remember
the Akeidah, more than any other act of mesirus nefesh?

The Alter from Slabodka, R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel
ZT”L, provides a clear understanding into the purpose of
our avodah on Rosh Hashana. The posuk tells us that when
Avraham Avinu went to the Akeidah with his son Yitzchok,
“He woke up early in the morning.” (3-15 mwnM1) The
sages derive from here the importance of Zerizus, rushing
to the performance of a mitzvah. In fact, the whole reason
why we do Bris Milah (circumcision) first thing in the
morning is based on this action of our Patriarch Avraham.

But there is something greater, deeper, that we can
learn from this posuk. Avraham woke up in the morning -
which means he was sleeping! How could a father sleep
the night before he knows he will kill his son? Can we
fathom the level of emotion that must have been going
through Avraham’s mind - how many incomprehensible
and turbulent thoughts would be going through our minds
the night before we would be required to do such an act?
And yet, Avraham slept. Why? Because he didn’t doubt
his mission, his emunah and faith in the word of the
Almighty G-d was absolute! He knew that he was
following the command of Hashem - no matter what.
What was there to think about? Therefore, he had no
reason to worry or fret and he could sleep the night before
because he knew he was performing the will of Hashem.

The lesson of the Akeidah is that in order to fully accept

the sovereignty of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, we must give
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ourselves over to His will - no questions asked! The
self-sacrifice of Avraham Avinu - and Yitzchok for that
matter - was that they could do this act without the slightest
reservation since they fully trusted Hashem and knew that
what He asked was what they must do. Of course, there
have been so many acts of sacrifice in our long and bloody
history. Yet, can we say that they were performed with the
same level of calm confidence and unwavering submission
that Avraham and Yitzchok had? For this reason, on Rosh
Hashana, the day we crown our king and accept upon
ourselves the ©nw maon 5y - Yoke of Heavenly
Sovereignty, we rely on the memory of the Akeidah for our
salvation, reminding Hashem that it is to this awesome
objective of absolute faith that we, the descendants of
Avraham and Yitzchok Avinu, subscribe to forever.
(Heard from Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski Shlit’a)
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The role and function of the holy day of Shabbos
incorporates two general components. A person must
elevate himself to the glorified level of Shabbos, to its
height of spirituality, Nan D5 pyn - a “taste” of the World
to Come. Furthermore, one’s heart and soul must turn to
Hashem on this holiest of days when we receive an
additional soul ("M MY from above. One must lift
himself above the mundane and transform his entire
essence into a spiritual being.

Teshuva - Repentance, on Shabbos is a result of this
spiritual upliftment. In truth, every Shabbos provides us the
opportunity to return to Hashem; how much more so on
Shabbos Shuva, this very special Shabbos of Repentance.

R’ Dovid Kviat ZT”L (Succas Dovid) warns us that
we must follow the words of halacha on this unique day of
rest. Chacham Rabbeinu Chaim Vital ZT”L famously
writes in the name of the Ariza’l, that each of the seven
days of the week between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur
is an opportunity to regret our sins that were done on those
days. It follows, therefore, that this Shabbos is a time to be
especially careful with the laws of Shabbos and the
mitzvah to make this day holy. By working on this, we may
atone for our lack of respect or transgression of the
Shabbos throughout the year. The yetzer hara (evil
inclination) is aware of the great powers of this Shabbos
Shuva, and he tempts us to speak about everyday matters
and the like, even while praying. (This is a terrible sin, for
our children watch us and learn that this is the correct way
to pray!) We ask Hashem to “seal the lips of those who
prosecute against us.” Hashem will answer us and “seal
his lips” if we keep our mouths sealed from idle talk while
praying. The world stands in the merit of those who refrain
from speaking when tempted to do so.




EDITORIAL AND INSIGIHTS
ON THE WEECKLY MIDDAH...

As the High Holy days are upon us, and we hope and
pray with all our hearts for a good and sweet year, it is
imperative that we understand what it is that we are
praying for. If not, we are likely to miss the point of the
entire experience. If the preparation for Pesach is to scrub
our homes and rid ourselves of chometz so that during the
holiday we will be completely chometz-free, then the
month of Elul, which is the preparation for Rosh Hashana,
is the time to rid us of our sins so that we become sin-free,
in order to receive a favorable judgment on the Yom Hadin.

But let us understand why we need to get rid of our sins
in order to receive a favorable judgement and why Elul is
the necessary preparation. ">¥WN" stands for, “I am to my
Beloved and my Beloved is to me.” This is referring to our
relationship with Hashem. If this is the preparation for
judgment, then shouldn’t Elul stand for, “I am to my
Judge and my Judge is to me”?? The answer is no because
we must understand what the judgment is about. It’s about
LOVE. Elul is all about Love, Rosh Hashana is all about
our love and loyalty to Hashem our King, Yom Kippur is
all about Hashem’s love for us as He cleanses and purifies
our souls, and Sukkos is the reciprocal love, the ultimate
love-relationship between the Jewish people and Hashem.

Like a husband and wife who sometimes disagree and
cause estrangement and friction in their relationship, they
need only to express their love to each other and the cold
and distant feelings immediately turn into a warm and close

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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connection. Hashem, our Beloved Husband, Father, King,
Protector, Judge, is really everything to us - and what is it
that He wants from us? He wants our hearts, He wants our
closeness and our LOVE. For this reason Teshuvah is so
important. It is not that we are afraid of a harsh judgment,
scared to incur Hashem’s wrath upon us. That is not why
we do Teshuvah. We repent for our sins so that they will be
erased in order to remove the barriers that are caused by
our sins so that we can truly be close to Hashem. This is
why Teshuvah out of fear removes the sin. It breaks the
barrier between us and Hashem, but Teshuvah out of
LOVE actually turns the sin into a mitzvah, for we have not
only removed the barrier, we have truly created a bond of
love with Hashem. That is the power of a mitzvah and that is
the purpose of Teshuvah. In fact, this is the purpose of life.

R’ Yechezkel Sarna ZT”L writes that years ago
people came close to Hashem first through fear, and then
through love. But in our generation we must concentrate
ONLY ON LOVE. We must solidify our relationship with
Hashem by opening our eyes to see His goodness in our
lives and by accepting what He gives us with happiness.
When we feel His love to us and express our love to Him,
He joyously covers our sins with love, as it says, 93 Yy"
"mN1 Noon oywa. And then, on the great day of
judgment, with a burst of His abundant love, Hashem will
sign and seal His beloved people - Klal Yisroel - in the
book of life, filled with a year of joy, success, good health,
parnassah, nachas, gezunt (y93)... and so much love!
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Our sages tell us that Rosh Hashana is not a day when
we bombard Hashem with our “wish list” for the
upcoming year. This holy day is not about what we need
for the coming year, but how we can crown the Almighty
as the King of all Kings. But what about Teshuva? Is it a
day of Teshuva? On the one hand, we do not say Selichos
and avoid all reference to sins on this day; on the other
hand, we recite long supplications and blow the shofar,
which is very much tied to Teshuva. And Rosh Hashana is
also listed as the first two days of Aseres Yimei Teshuva
(Ten Days of Repentance). So isit a day of Teshuva or is it
just a day to coronate our King in the New Year?

R’ Moshe Shmuel Shapiro ZT”L says that indeed
Rosh Hashana is a day of Teshuva, but a special kind of
Teshuva. On Yom Kippur we spend the entire day
repenting for each and every one of our aveiros; not so on
Rosh Hashana. The Rambam says that the blast of the

shofar is to awaken us from our slumber and remind us
that Hashem is our creator and we mustn’t sleep through
life indulging in all the wasteful pleasures of this world.
We need to peer deeply into our hearts and change our
outlook. Whereas Yom Kippur is the time to repent for all
our actual sins, Rosh Hashana is when we repair our
character and our outlook on life. We need to repent for
our anger, hatred, jealousy, greed, lust, desire, and so on,
says the Rambam (Teshuva 7:3). Rosh Hashana is a day to
reflect on the year that was and to chart a course for the
New Year. Once we’ve made that change over the next ten
days, we can then focus on the details. We assess the actual
damage and make repairs.

On Rosh Hashana we don’t need Viduy and all the
outward manifestations of Teshuva. We need deep and
honest contemplation. We need to recognize who is the
Boss, who created the world, and what our job is. This is our
Teshuva on the first day of the year and we begin by crowning
our King and pointing our eyes and thoughts towards him.
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ask him what had happened, he explained. “Weeks before Yom Tov, I had a foreboding feeling that the coming year

would be one filled with destruction, misery and unspeakable tragedies for the Jewish people. I spoke with some
Rabbanim and they agreed with my assessment, especially R’ Boruch’l of Mezibuz. We were very worried and we
agreed to devote all our energies, day and night, to fasting and prayer. Try as we did, nothing seemed to help. It was
obvious that it was out of our hands. The Jewish people needed a miracle of great salvation.”

R’ Levi Yitzchok looked off into the distance, his eyes aflame. “Yesterday, the day before Rosh Hashana, I could not
sit still. I was restless and I feared for the harsh decrees that were soon to come. I needed to go outside and so I left my house
and began to walk. My feet took me to the poorest section of town, where I walked aimlessly along until I noticed a house in
the Jewish section that seemed to be calling to me. Without knowing why, I knocked on the door and a woman answered,
but when she saw me she almost fainted. She began moaning and weeping uncontrollably as though she had been fearing
my arrival. It took her quite some time to settle down. Finally, she sat down, stopped crying and began to speak.

“She told me a tragic story. She and her parents had lived on land rented from the local Poritz (Baron). They managed
to pay the rent and eke out a meager living by milking cows and selling the milk and cheese to nearby farmers, but things
were not easy. Then, when she was sixteen years old, tragedy struck. Her parents fell ill and several months later they
both passed away. Suddenly, she was alone with no money and diminished prospects. All this time, there had been little
income so there were many debts to repay, and she was soon facing the prospect of losing her home as well.

“With little choice, she turned to the Poritz himself to plead her case. Perhaps he would show mercy to her plight and
allow her some time to get back on her feet. But the moment she was ushered into the Poritz’s palatial estate, she knew
something was wrong. As soon as he saw her, he transformed into an animal right before her very eyes. He began to
snort lustfully and his face became flush with passion as he stood up and rushed towards her. Frightened, she withdrew
and retreated to the door, preparing to run away. At that precise moment, the Poritz got hold of himself and changed his
tune. He stood back now, relaxing his posture. Slowly, he sat down in his armchair and explained to her in as soothing a
voice he could muster, how he was offering her luxury and comfort with servants and excitement instead of being a
lowly Jewess with no future. He pointed out to her that all of the young ladies in the town would jump at such an offer;
how fortunate she was to have found favor in his eyes. All he asked for was her hand in marriage .....”

R’ Levi Yitzchok’s face contorted with pain. “The young girl had stopped running when the Poritz had calmed down
and she listened to his offer. But she was not interested. She was a proud Jew and he was a lustful beast. Without another
word, she turned on her heels and began to walk away. When it was obvious to the Poritz that she was not impressed
with his suggestions, he stood up and said, “Wait, please don’t leave. At least allow me to touch your hair. Just one caress
and I will waive your debts and give you the next three years rent at half price.” And saying this, he suddenly stepped
forward and, as she turned her head away from him, he grabbed her hair in his two hands lustfully.

“Disgusted, she bolted out the door. She ran and ran until she could run no more. When she finally reached her
dilapidated hovel, she felt so humiliated that she was not able to sleep all that night. The next morning instead of cashing
in on the Poritz’s promise, she took a scissors, cut off her hair, packed a bag and ran off, never to return again. She found
a job in a different city as a housemaid and worked for several years until she got married. This was several years ago.
Last year, her husband passed away and she felt that perhaps the foul caress of the Poritz had something to do with it.”

R’ Levi Yitzchok continued, “After she finished telling me her story yesterday, I assured her that this was certainly
not true and asked her anxiously if perhaps she still had some of her shorn hair with her. She gave me a lock of her hair.
This morning, before beginning the Mussaf prayer, I held it up and wept before Hashem. ‘Master of the Universe,’ I said,
‘If You have any doubt who Your people are, then just look at this lock of hair. A poor, orphan girl gave up a life of
fortune and comfort, in order to be Your servant! Now, Hashem, You must have mercy on us and be our King!””

Beaming from ear to ear, R’ Levi Yitzchok announced, “And it worked! The heavenly decree has been annulled!”
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It was well known that the Rebbe of Tolna, R’ Duvid’l Twerski ZT”’L, was very fond of music. Not only did he have
a beautiful voice, but he enjoyed and appreciated listening to singers who understood the art of music. Many of the most
renowned cantors of the day would visit the Tolna court, and regale the Rebbe with their cantorial masterpieces.

The famous cantor, Nisi Belzer, occasionally led the fefillos in Tolna. In Nisi Belzer’s choir was a young boy by the
name of Meir, who had been orphaned from his father, a devoted Tolna chassid, at an early age. Meir was very musical
and had an unusually sweet voice, and Cantor Belzer relied on him for major solo renditions. However, Meir had a wild
streak, and as happens all too often with orphans lacking a father to discipline them, he was quite the mischievous lad.




