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hand. In a few days, his suffering ended and he was able to
assume the position of shochet with his father.
Swna: Pidyon haben is a unique mitzvah in that if it wasn’t
done perfectly the first time, it can and should be done
A SERIES IN HALACHAH Wb
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ‘

Halachos Pertaining to the Shavuos “Torah” Table

Many congregations have a festive gathering at the end of the
Shavuos Yom Tov (nn n»). Since on Yom Tov there is no
obligation of MTYD wHw, they serve just drinks with mezonos
and/or fruit. This is debatable since the Gemara says if one is
eating a meal before sunset he can continue after sunset,
because the Havdala obligation with the prohibition to eat
before Havdala does not go into effect to stop one from
continuing his meal (1). However, if one is merely having drinks
he must stop because of the Havdala obligation. It is not clear
from the Gemoro whether a fruit or mezonos snack can be
continued after sunset. The Aruch Hashulchan () says that
only a bread meal can be continued. This, too, sounds like the
words of some Rishonim 3). One should therefore start Mincha
a bit earlier, leave 15 minutes for the snack before sunset, say a
NN MO77, and then continue the simcha.
Drinking Throughout the Night. Many people keep the old
custom of staying up a whole Shavuos night and learning
(some learn the specific topics set up by the Mekubalim called
“Tikun”.) They often drink hot coffee or tea throughout the
night to give them energy and help them stay awake. There are
a number of halachic questions regarding the berachos, both
before and after. 1- Can one beracha exempt all the drinks all
night even if there might be long breaks? (212y My ¥15) 4)
2- What is the length of a break that might cause the first
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R’ Isaac Sher ZT”L (Leket Sichos Mussar) would say

T N

again. It was said about the holy Vilna Gaon ZT”’L, that
he gave 5 coins to every kohen he met, just in case the
original kohen that did his pidyon haben was not genuine.
The healing and protectionof doing it right is surely worth it!
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beracha to expire and make it too late to say an after-beracha?

(I Ny o 1 1301 D N i [72] 2"y O 90 W 12wN)

3- What are the time and volume amounts to surely necessitate
or surely not necessitate an after-beracha?
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Solutions. Because of the above-mentioned doubts either of the

two following methods is recommended.

1) One should drink one or two cups and have in mind with his
first beracha to drink now and “decide later, after the no>7a
N, if he’ll drink more.” In this first “drinking session” at
some point, when a hot drink cools down, some of his
drinking should consist of 3 oz. in a 4-min. span (if possible
in a 15-second span) and say mway X after his cup(s). If
later he feels he needs more, he should repeat the above.

2) If one feels that he needs to drink constantly, he should say
one beracha for the whole night and try to not let any 30
minutes go by without a sip. Regarding the m»nx 15713, he
should make sure at some point during the evening to have 3
oz. in a 4-min. span as mentioned above, and not forget a
X 1512 at the end of the evening. Alternatively, he
should sip small sips and not consume more than one ounce
in any 4-min. span. Then, he need not say a mNX 151
IMPORTANT NOTE: These halachos apply all year

round to those who drink tea/coffee while they are learning.

YPND) ININ 129 (3) N:08Y (2) NP DNHDD (1)
PAIP NI MWNI DNINN ‘NN (4) OY

“Why were the Leviim counted from such a young age (one month old) while the rest of Bnei Yisroel were counted
from age twenty? This was in recognition of the fact that the Leviim willingly performed many dangerous tasks in
the mishkan. (Failure to treat the mishkan and its vessels with proper respect could cause a Levi to be punished
with death.) Such mesiras nefesh does not come to a person unless he is trained in it from his infancy.”

R’ Yitzchok Hamburger ZT”’L (Quoted in Iturei Torah) would say:
“We read in the Haftorah: “And the number of Bnei Yisroel will be like the sand of the beach which cannot be

measured nor counted.” This posuk contains an inherent contradiction. On the one hand, it refers to “the number of
Bnei Yisroel,” but on the other, it says that they “cannot be measured nor counted.” The explanation is this: When
the Jews did Hashem’s Will, they were numerous, and also identifiable. Today, unfortunately, the Jews cannot be
accurately counted because due to intermarriage "N, we no longer know who is truly Jewish and who is not!”

A Wise Man would say:

“Some people only follow the path well-tread. But great people go where there is no path ... and leave a trail.”
MAZEL TOV TO THE BLONDER FAMILY ON THE ENGAGEMENT OF THEIR SON AVRUMI TO SARAH BENEDICT

GREAT NEWS! THE NEXT “TORAH TAVLIN” BOOK/SEFER IS BEING PUBLISHED! SPONSORSHIPS/DEDICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE!
TO DEDICATE A DAY OR WEEK OF TORAH TAVLIN IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE, A SIMCHA OR JUST FOR THE ZECHUS, OR TO
YAHOO.COM OR CALL: 845-821-6200.

RECEIVE THE WEEKLY TORAH TAVLIN FREE, PLEASE SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTA VLIN
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n a rare excursion to Lakewood, New Jersey, in 5758 (1998), R’ Aharon Leib Steinman Shlit’a, author of
“Ayelet Hashachar” and head of Yeshivas Gaon Yaakov, paid a visit to the home of the current Rosh Yeshivah of Bais
Medrash Govoha in Lakewood, R’ Aryeh Malkiel Kotler Shlit’a. As they were sitting and talking, R* Aharon Leib
noticed that in the corner display cabinet, amongst the silver and other glittering items there, was a pair of old and
worn-looking shoes. He questioned R* Malkiel about this unusual artifact on prominent display.

“These shoes were the property of my great-grandfather, who passed them along to my grandfather, who handed them
down to my father, who left them for me.” This mystifying response only intrigued R’ Aharon Leib even more.

R’ Malkiel smiled as he retold the story. “During World War I, conditions were so difficult that people literally had
nothing to eat. My great-grandfather, R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer ZT"’L, was then heading the yeshivah in Kletzk, but he
soon realized that it was impossible to keep the yeshivah open due to a lack of funds and the trying conditions. He
announced one morning that the yeshivah was unable to support the students and everyone should find their way home.

“One bochur traveled hundreds of kilometers to get home, but the minute he walked into his house, his mother looked
at him and said, ‘What are you doing here? Why aren’t you in yeshivah?’ The bochur told her that the yeshivah could
not take care of the students and everyone went home. “What?” she screamed. ‘Go home? Why is it any better at home
than in yeshivah? You think I can protect you during a war? You belong in yeshivah. The Torah you will learn there will
better protect you and maintain you. Go back to the yeshivah, this minute, and learn Torah!’

“The bochur didn’t have a penny in his pocket, but this did not stop him for one moment. He turned around and
immediately headed out. He hoped to hitch a ride or possibly hop a train but these opportunities did not present
themselves to him. He kept on walking .... and walking ... and walking. Day by day he trudged on, traversing hundreds
of kilometers on foot! His mind constantly absorbed in Torah study, he had no idea how long it took him or how many
days and weeks he was walking along the dusty roads of Eastern Europe. Eventually, he found his way back to Kletzk,
whereupon he went directly to the home of R’ Isser Zalman.

R’ Malkiel looked at his esteemed guest who was listening with rapt interest. “When my great-grandfather opened the
door and saw who was standing there, he immediately asked, “What is this? Why are you here ... more importantly, how
did you get here?’ The exhausted bochur explained to him how he had come home and his mother had sent him right
back to the yeshivah in order to learn Torah. Since he had no money or resources for transport, he ended up walking all
the way back to Kletzk.

“R’ Isser Zalman was filled with wonder at the emotional fortitude of this boy’s mother, who was more concerned for her
son’s spiritual state than the physical comfort she could provide. But he was even more amazed by the Mesiras Nefesh of
this young bochur who walked for weeks upon weeks, traveling a great distance, just for the opportunity to learn Torah.
Without a second thought, my great-grandfather turned to the boy and offered to buy his shoes! He gave him a considerable
amount of money just to be able to own the pair of shoes that was used to walk hundreds of kilometers to learn Torah!”

Walking over to the display, R’ Malkiel pointed. “These are the shoes that my great-grandfather bought as a legacy, to

be passed down from generation to generation. And do you want to know who that bochur was? The bochur that gave
his entire life to Torah? It was none other than the great Rosh Yeshivah of Ponovezh, R’ Elazar Menachem Mann

Shach ZT”L!”
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Swn: The son of the shochet in the city of Butchatch was
once involved in an accident with a knife that injured his
fingers so badly that the doctors feared he would never be
able to use his hand again. Every doctor that looked at him
told him the same thing: It was unlikely that he would ever
be able to take over his father’s business. He was distraught.

The father had an idea. He came to the famed Brezhaner
Rav, R’ Sholom Mordechai Hakohen Schwadron ZT”’L,
and said, “It is well-known that you are a 'onvn 2
(authentic kohen), and you are able to trace your lineage

directly back to Aharon Hakohen.” The Maharsham
nodded in agreement. “Well then, I would like you to
perform a pidyon haben (redeeming the first-born) on my
son, since I cannot be sure that the original kohen that did it
was genuine. Maybe, this will help my son to get better.”
The man wasted no time and obtained the five coins
needed for the ceremony. The Maharsham performed the
pidyon and afterwards, they all ate a festive meal. To the
shochet’s amazement and relief, his newly redeemed son
immediately reported a dramatic improvement in his injured
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Sefer Bamidbar is known as the “Book of Numbers” as
a result of the national census with which the first parsha
begins. This sefer also details how the Jewish people begin
their preparation for war; the battle to claim Eretz Yisroel,
in accordance with Hashem’s instructions. In war, the
single most important preparation one can make is to
solidify the resolution of his heart. If the desire on behalf
of those involved is to steadfastly and resolutely persist
until the battle is won, then it will be won. And this, writes
the Shem M’Shmuel, R’ Shmuel Borenstein ZT”’L, is
exactly why the census was taken at this time.

Hashem wanted the people to be counted in order to
steel their hearts for battle. Something that is counted is
important ()2 727) and can never be dismissed. The
counting process was to fortify Bnei Yisroel’s resolution
and bolster their self-esteem by recognizing their
individual importance. Only then, can they be victorious.

Of course, this idea is true of any battle, be it national or
personal, physical or spiritual. Anything that is a struggle
for us to accomplish, like taking time out of our busy lives
for Hashem and his Torah, requires a resolution and
dedication of the heart - a strength that is augmented by
healthy self-esteem. Our Sages teach us to think of the
world teetering on a see-saw, ready to tilt for better or
worse, and to picture ourselves standing in the middle. As
we lead our lives, the whole world hangs in the balance.
Every one of us is critically important.

With strength of heart we can win the tough battles, in
whatever realm of our lives we face them. From mundane
issues that we face on a day-to-day basis or wrestling with
the achievement of our ultimate spiritual goals, we can win
if we are strong! (Torah Today - R’ Raphael Leban)

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS “&W
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Why were the Leviim chosen to perform the service of
the korbonos in the Mishkan and Bais Hamidash? Rashi
tells us clearly that they took over for the first-born sons: “/
took them (Leviim) in exchange for the first-born. For the
service had been performed by the first-born, but when
they sinned by the (Golden) Calf, they were disqualified.
The Leviim, however, did not partake in the sin of
idol-worship and were chosen in their stead.”

Did the Almighty really have to coordinate such a
dramatic turn of events in order to elevate the Leviim to
their sanctified status? Of course, our Sages teach us that
Hashem peered into the Torah before creating the world
(N0DY N NPINA 9onon). Surely, Hashem was well
aware that the first-born sons would transgress during the
debacle of the Golden Calf, and thereby be forced to
relinquish their hold on the priestly duties in the sanctuary. If
so, why couldn’t He have simply chosen the Leviim from the
very outset without having to punish the bechorim first?

The Morrocan Chacham, Rabbeinu Yehudah Elbaz
ZT”’L (Shvus Yehudah) provides us with a strict lesson in
the moral ethics of the Almighty. Yes, it is true, that
Hashem could have tapped the Leviim right from the
beginning. But He wanted us, the Jewish People, to
recognize the severity of transgressing a sin. The first-born
sons, who had enjoyed such a rarefied state of sanctity,
were nevertheless stripped of their position due to their
horrendous sin. They had it all - but they let it slip away!

Let this be a lesson for each and every one of us. Sin
does not only taint the soul of a Jew; it pushes a Jew away
from his Maker. No matter how close one thinks he is to
Hashem, pursuing an iniquity can undo it all! This
knowledge must make us shy away from sin - at all cost!
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As we approach the Yom Tov of Shavuos, we read the final chapter of Pirkei Avos which speaks about the greatness of
Torah! (Now what could be more appropriate?)The first mishna in this perek enlightens us with a long list of good middos
that is ascribed to one who learns Torah with a pure motive. Not only that, but for this one pure and sincere ben Torah,
states the Tanna of the mishna, it was worth it for Hashem to create the entire world! Every single country, mountain,
valley, tree, animal, flower, etc., in the entire world is worth creating for the person who learns Torah Lishma!
AMAZING! This certainly tells us a lot about why Hashem created the world and what He expects of us!

This also explains why, in the entire Pirkei Avos, we find the same refrain over and over: “Hu Haya Omer” - He would
say. Why is this so important ? It’s not halacha. Yet, there is a deeper, more inspirational meaning here. The mishna is
teaching us that “Hu” — the Tanna, “Haya”- was, “Omer” - what he said! As the expression goes: “He practiced what he
preached”! The great Tannaim who gave us all the important life-lessons in Pirkei Avos were not just giving us good
advice. They didn’t just preach. They LIVED; they embraced; they truly embodied every word that they said.

This is the goal of Torah. Not just to learn Torah - but to learn it LISHMA! To live what we learn and not just to talk
about it, or read about it in the Torah Tavlin! (Ed. note: Thanks for the plug, R” Guttman!) Each one of us must become a
living Torah about whom Hashem will smile and say, “‘For YOU it was worth creating the entire world!”




