
     dohtbena ohabtv ,t ohkcux obhta curv hp kg ,uhrcv gcy vb
adrvv 'ktrah ,hc orfc ,mrpba vmrp kf kg .rpc ohsnugu wv ,tbe
gush ratf ukhpt vgr ihgc ohtbev ukt kg kf,xvk ohabtv cur kmt
,sueb kf vb,ah hrv varpv uzc ibuc,b ratfu /,buufnu vhumr o,buufa
tka ktrah og ,t khmva er tk u,utbec xjbp hf 'vzv taubc ubhycn
iuhkf ,bfxn o,ut khmv ;t tkt 'r,uhu r,uh hbjurv o,drsn ursrs,h

 :cu,fv rnuta unf 'hnadh,tbec ktrah hbc ,t h,hkf tku ,hkuk hf
ktrah ,ukkf kg iuhkf rzdb vhv hrv xjbp ka vz u,utbe vagn u"j.

ar,aba iunvv in ekj kmt ,utrk ubjfuba vnc ckv ctuf vnf    
lf hsf sg ',utbev jhr ubnn ;suba rcs kfk r,uhc veung vtba okmt
uktk o,tba rat vbjnv lu,n ohabt ohtmnb ubh,acku ubhrgmka
sm vzht ovhkg ,utrk tmnbc okmt ihta sg stn sg tuv kusd ohtbev

herup kga inzc uc ',ufz ka ohkfutu thxvrpc ,ca ohkkjna kugv
,uke vru,ca ohruxhtv kf kg apb ytac ohrcugu ,uphryu ,ukhcb

/,ufz hssm vcrv tumnk ovhbhgc keb ,urunjcf
,utbev oaca uktf od ohngpk obah hf ajf,vk kfub tk obnt     

vagn oua ehsmvk h,tc tku 'vru, hp kg uagh tk rat ohagn uagh
'osuxhn ohkuxp uktv ,ukugpv kf htsuc hf 'vru, ,gs tkk vagb rat
kmt guyba ,tzv ,hxrtv vtbav kf ,t ehsmn vz iht ,tz kfc lt
vnfa vre ot /ubnn ,psub ,utbe jura vn kf kg iunvv in vcrv
in vnhka varp lf khcac ruegk kfub tk ihhsg o,utbec unhzdv ohssuc
sucf ,t ,ntc ohctuf rat ohabtv ukt hf jufak ubk ruxt 'vru,v
'ktrah og ,t ohehzjna ukt ov ,utcm wv ,tbe ohtbenu lrc,h una

/,ugru ,uae ,urhzd hbhn kfn ub,ut ohkhmna ukt ov
 og ohjhav ,jtc     t"yhka hrun hctkf crjba vn u,gsk hf ubk rnt 

tuv 'vba ohbunaf hbpka u,skun rhg ,pm rhgv ka ,rtupnv ,usvhv
tk 'vmrp kf kg oujkk .rpc usngha ohabtv o,ut oa uhv tka ,njn
iuhcm kf ohnhv curgc ifku ';jxv sgc rumgnv ,t ohah rat ahtv vhv
ohnjuk rat ohabtv oa uhv ota epx ihtu 'rfv hkcn v,b,av rhgv

vmrp kf kg /ouhvf ,unudg ,utmu,k ohghdn uhv tk htsuca rhgc vasj
gnah tkau 'ktrah ,hc orf rusdhu oukac ung ,t lrch tuv injrv    

/r"hft ohnhv kf ubupsrh sxju cuy ltu 'ktrahc rcau sua oua

  t h"arahev 'hbhx rvc vhuagv 't"s /ohtuknv hnhc uagba i,utf"
vc cu,fa 'vru, i,n hbpk vcre,ba v,ut 'hbhx rv ,kugk shn, ,kug

v urthcu /"hkf vbugya snkn ',ubdtc oahu (wu s"f ,una)c"grw
wtrubyrcnvu wsusk khfanw'cu,fv ka uaurhp lf iuatrv aurhpv hpk" '

'wshn,v ,kugw-ohtukhnv hnhc hbhx rvc uaga vnmg vkugv v,utw
'vz aurhp kg ,uaevk ah kct 'w,urusk ,dvub 'vum, ,arpc ch,fsfu
uzk ',urusk ,dvubv shn,v ,kug aehvn 'rcs ohsnk ubt ihta iuhfns
aurhp h"ar c,f ifku 'uc,fk lrum vn 'ohtukhnv hnhc vdvba
ubhhvu 'whkf vbugya snkn 'hbhx rv ,kugk shn, ,kug ahevw-;xub

/vns ,ehrzk hkf vbugy shn,v ,kuga snkk hsf c,fb aehvva
ka ihhbg v,utn 'shn,v ,kug ihta iuhfs 'vz aurhp kg od vae kct    
tca tkt 'wshn, ,kugw v,hv tka 'vru, i,n hbpk vcreuva vkugv
tk 'hkf vbugy thv oda snkk hsf 'vhkt shn,v ,kug ,t ahevk cu,fv

w rnhnk vhk vuvvi,n hbpk vcreuv shn,v ,kuga u,ugnana 'wvhuag
w tkt 'vru,fvagba v,utf vhv, shn,v ,kuga u,ugnana wvhuag

 /"iuatrv aurhpv ,t od h"ar thcv ifku 'vru, i,n hbpk
 vbvu    hbuezjwvch,fsf 'hbhxc v,ut o,creva rjtn" ',rjt arpn w

vmur hbbht '(wu s"f ,una) w,ukug ukghu 'ktrah hbc hrgb ,t jkahuw
uhbpk vcreuva ruchmv ,kug ,t wv cchja iuhf 'ubhhvu '"okugk kyc,,a

vu /hshn, iputc ,urusk vgce ifk 'vru, i,n hbpkwrcs engvw';hxun 
osh kg vhuagv ruchm ,kug v,utf v"cev hbpk vchcj /// shn,v ,kuga"

/"uhkt cua ucre,v vcua,c urzja iuhf 'kdgc utyja hbpk ,"n osue
h"bc hrgb ,t jkahuw - cu,fv hrcs osevc ,tzu ';xub ruthc ,,k ahu     
'ovca ohcuajvu ktrah hbez h"g vcreuv tka ubhhvu 'w,ukug ukghu
hrgb h"g tkt ',ubcre uhbpk chrevku wv hbpk tuck r,uhc ohhutrv
vkhdn wg) 'vzk lf kf ohhutr obhta wktrah og ka lanvv rusw-h"bc
lfca 'wv ,sucgk tcv rusv lubhj ka ,uchajv kg snkk hsf ,tza '[/y]
,t rtck ah z"pku /ktrah og h"g vru,v ouhe ka lanvv vhuk,

k sh,gv rusv lubhjc gheavk ktrah og kga 'cu,fvwv ,sucgw-,kug
shn,/h"bc hrgb h"g vru, i,n hbpk vcreuva vkug v,utc znrba unf 'w
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R’ Shimon Shkop ZT”L (Hakdama L’Shaarei Yosher) would say: 

     “A person is granted wisdom not only for his own benefit, but also for the benefit of others. One is obligated to

share his Torah knowledge with others. Hence, if he is a reliable transmitter of this wisdom to others, the Almighty

will bestow even greater wisdom upon him, in order that he may continue to share it with others.”

d"r dnly mdxa` 'x za lgx `yix ezirxe l"f 'iaeh 'x oa xzl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x znyp ielirl    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Shabbos Parshas Pinchos
`"ryz fenz c"i                                           July 16, 2011 -
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existence, while knocking our yetzer tov right out of the

picture! This is the meaning of the words: "u,kjb vcr, crk" -
the “Rav” - an allusion to the yetzer tov, who teaches one to

act properly and follow the ways of the Torah, “You shall

     

  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (14)

Having  Bread on the Table for Bentching. One should make

sure that there is bread on the table when he says iuznv ,frc (1).

There are two reasons given for this halacha. 

The Levush writes that we leave bread on the table to show

exactly what we are thanking Hashem for. 

The Magen Avraham says that bentching brings down

heavenly blessings of parnassa, and requires an item to rest

upon. From there, it can then spread to the entire house. This

concept is based on the narrative in Navi (2) where Elisha told

the wife of Ovadya to bring a small container of oil and from

that he was able to activate heavenly blessings to create

much oil to support her and her entire family (3). 

The Tablecloth and Salt. The Shulchan Aruch adds that the

tablecloth should be left on the table until after bentching.

Presumably, this is to glorify the table as an honor for the

Shechinah (4). The Kitzur Shalah says that the salt should also

be left there (5) to extend the “Altar-like” status of the table and

the atoning and protective powers of the salt. Some add that one

should remove all empty vessels (plates, bowls, cups, etc.) from

the table before bentching (vkce hp kg).
Important Yet Overlooked Cases. Many people take a bread

meal or sandwich to work for lunch, and eat the entire

roll/bagel/bread, leaving nothing over to remain on one’s desk or

1)

2)

increase his dominion (estate)” - one shall allow him to take

control, for he will steer you correctly. "u,kjb yhgn, ygnkI" -
The “lesser one” - the yetzer hara - one shall “lessen his role”

- marginalize it so that it has no control over an individual. 

  `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzaaaadddd`̀̀̀    llllddddwwwwcccc    aaaaxxxx 

table for bentching. It is suggested that one leave a K’zayis (size

of an olive) of matza in his briefcase or at his workplace for this

purpose. Also, when traveling, one should plan ahead and keep

with him extra bread. If there are a number of people eating

together but at different tables, there should be bread on each

table for bentching (6). If they clear away the tables it is enough to

have bread in front of the inzn. (I have seen weddings that the

waiters clean everything up and there is no bread left anywhere

for bentching. A good idea would be for baalei simcha to appoint

someone to save or give out bread on the tables for bentching.)

Non-Bread Meal. Even though logic might dictate to do all this

even by a non-bread meal, the Eishal Avraham (7) writes that by

other foods, even mezonos, there is no obligation to leave

anything over on the table for the beracha acharona.

Leaving Bread on the Table. Apart from the above halacha of

having bread on the table, which can be fulfilled by bringing

other bread to the table after everything else had been eaten, there

is a separate preference to leave some of the bread over and not

eat all of it (8). This is to show how Hashem has sent us His

blessing generously so that we may have what to eat - plus more

left over. This also brings continued blessing to the house as

stated in the Gemara (9). To avoid an old gentile custom, one

should not bring to the table an entire loaf of bread at the end of

the meal if there are still pieces of bread on the table (10).
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R’ Yitzchok Dov Koppelman ZT”L (Nitzoitzay Ohr) would say:

     “The Medrash writes: ‘Great is the gift of peace that was given to Pinchos, for the world cannot exist without

peace, and the Torah is all about peace, as it says, ‘And all of its (Torah) pathways are peace.’’ The concept of

peace (ouka) is not that it is diametrically opposite the concept of war, or strife (,eukjn). In fact, we say in our

Tefillos, wuhnurnc ouka vaugw - ‘Hashem makes peace in the Heavens’ - and yet there is no strife in Heaven! Rather,

peace is a unifying concept. When Hashem makes peace, he binds the Angels of Fire together with the Angels of

Water and causes them to merge, even though by nature, they really should not. So too, peace is what unifies people

of all types, who are different in many ways, but come together for the purpose of creating true peace.”

A Wise Man would say:

    “A lesson for life: When you are out of willpower, you can call on stubbornness.”
MAZEL TOV MR & MRS ZEVI SIMONOVITZ ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON ELIYAHU. MAY THEY SEE ONLY NACHAS
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



''''eeeekkkkeeee    iiiiaaaayyyyiiiidddd    zzzzggggttttyyyynnnn    aaaaeeeeyyyyiiiillll    ((((cccckkkk----eeeekkkk))))
     The Torah specifies the tribes of Israel and the different families that made up each tribe. The Ohr Hachaim

Hakadosh ZT”L comments that if one looks carefully at the names of the families, one can gain insight into the various
facets that comprise the special characteristic of each tribe. For example, Shevet Yissachar, the shevet that symbolizes
Limud HaTorah - the learning and toil in Torah, has a family named “Yashuv.” This, explains the Ohr Hachaim, is referring
to the special quality of reviewing one’s study (chavk) which is so important in the successful study of Torah. 
     If one rushes through the words of the Torah without going back many times to review and delve into the innumerable
amounts of wisdom in each word, he will lose out on the true meaning of the Torah. One needs much patience and diligence

to constantly review what he has learnt. Chazara does not only afford one a much deeper understanding of the words of
Torah, but the more one reviews, the longer he will retain that which he has studied. 
    It is said that R’ Chaim Volozhiner ZT”L went to see the Vilna Gaon ZT”L at age nineteen and complained to him

that he already reviewed a certain tractate of the gemara fourteen times and yet, he still feels that he does not have a
complete clarity of the sugya. What should he do? The Gaon responded, “Fourteen times? What is fourteen times? The
more you will learn, the more clarity you will have. Your entire life, you must continuously review what you’ve learned.” 

    To acquire Torah, one must learn from “Yashuv” from the tribe of Yissachar, the pillar of Torah in Klal Yisroel.

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeezzzzllllggggpppp    oooozzzziiii    eeeeiiiiccccwwwwtttt    iiiittttllll    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    eeeezzzzllllggggpppp    hhhhiiiirrrrnnnnzzzz    hhhhrrrrnnnnlllleeee    eeeezzzzllllggggpppp    ddddaaaaxxxxzzzz    aaaaxxxxllll((((ccccpppp----eeeekkkk))))
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    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeezzzzggggttttyyyynnnn    jjjjeeeezzzznnnn    eeeeppppiiiiaaaa`̀̀̀    mmmmyyyy    rrrrxxxxbbbbiiii    ddddnnnnllll((((cccc----ffffkkkk))))
     Yair Eitan’s father ran a produce distribution business in Northern Israel. When Yair was old enough, he began driving

a delivery truck. One of his regular deliveries was at Yeshiva Lev V’Nefesh, whose student body was primarily comprised

of baalei teshuva, those who were returning to religious observance. Yair’s parents had carefully shielded him from his

religion; his upbringing was strictly secular. But the joy and excitement that Yair saw within the yeshivah walls aroused

his curiosity. He allowed himself to be drawn into conversation with a few of the yeshivah students. 
     Each time, Yair made a delivery, he made an effort to speak to the students. On his third trip there, Yair was already
sitting down for a few minutes to sample Torah study. When Yair finally told his parents what he had discovered in the
yeshivah, his father became enraged. “No son of mine is going to become a backward, bearded chareidi! You are no
longer to deliver to that route and you are forbidden to visit that yeshivah - or any other yeshivah - ever again!”
     Yair was afraid of his father’s wrath, but he was also put off by his father’s attitude and this gave him determination. He
continued to clandestinely visit the yeshivah and he loved each and every experience. He wanted more and he knew there
was only one way to get it. He inquired as to other available yeshivos, left a note wishing his parents well, and left without
revealing his destination. His newfound freedom, however, did not last long. His father conducted a full search until he
located his son in a distant yeshivah and forced him to return home. Not only that, he blamed the Rosh Yeshivah of Lev
V’Nefesh and filed charges against him of brainwashing his 18-year-old son and engineering his flight from home. 
     The trial aroused great interest in the Israeli media, and the trial date found a packed courtroom eagerly awaiting to hear
the proceedings. Yair’s testimony did not help the prosecution at all. He insisted that he had not been coerced to attend the
yeshivah; it was of his own volition. While Yair was recounting his story, the judge presiding over the case, an elderly
man, seemed a bit distracted. He would intermittently take his eyes off the speaker to gaze intently at Yair’s father. 
    When Yair left the witness stand, the judge announced, “I would like to ask Mr. Eitan to step forward.”  
    Yair’s father was surprised as he stepped up to the witness stand. The judge was quiet for a few moments. Then he
asked if Mr. Eitan was of Eastern European descent and if perhaps his name back in Europe was “Stark.” 
    Mr. Eitan was clearly taken aback, and he stammered that the judge was indeed correct. “And are you originally from
the Polish city of Pinsk?” asked the judge amiably. Mr. Eitan nodded meekly, not understanding the relevance. 
    The judge’s demeanor suddenly became stern. “I remember you well, Mr. Eitan. You were born into one of the finest
homes in pre-war Pinsk. Your father was a deeply religious and highly respected man. Your mother was renowned for her
kindness. She would cook meals for the poor and the sick regularly. I remember well how, as a teenager, you openly departed
from your parents’ ways. When you publicly desecrated the Shabbos for the first time, your father aged overnight and seemed
to be constantly in mourning. Your mother would shed a river of tears every Friday night when she lit Shabbos candles.” 
     The judge looked wistful. “I often wondered what became of all her tears. I’m not the most religious person in the
world, but I know that there is a G-d in Heaven who runs this world, and I could not understand how the tears of so
righteous a woman could be ignored in Heaven. Today, though, my question has been answered. I see that her tears were
not shed in vain. Today, almost fifty years later, her grandson has returned to the ways of his ancestors.” 
     The courtroom was buzzing now and Yair’s father’s face had taken on a pasty pallor. The judge continued speaking,
“Mr. Eitan, I am sure you recall that on more than one occasion, friends of your parents pleaded with you to refrain from
public transgression - at least for your parents’ sake. As I recall, your response then was, ‘I am eighteen and I make my
own decisions. I can live my life any way I please.’ And you dare to file charges because your eighteen-year-old son has
returned to the ways that you abandoned?” The judge raised his gavel and brought it down hard. “Case dismissed!”

        iiiizzzznnnngggg    zzzz`̀̀̀    aaaaiiiiyyyydddd    ooooddddkkkkdddd    ooooxxxxdddd`̀̀̀    ooooaaaa    xxxxffffrrrrllll`̀̀̀    ooooaaaa    qqqqggggppppiiiitttt
    mmmmkkkkeeeezzzzaaaa    iiiizzzz`̀̀̀ppppwwww    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeee`̀̀̀ppppwwwwaaaa    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    llllrrrrnnnn                            ((((`̀̀̀iiii----ddddkkkk))))

      When Bilaam realized that he had failed to destroy Bnei

Yisroel with his curses, he instead counseled Balak, King of

Moav, to cause them to sin with the Midianite women. The

Sar Shalom of Belz, R’ Sholom Rokeach ZT”L writes

that Bilaam understood that his curses were ineffective

because Hashem was withholding His wrath at that time.

He also knew that the Divine attribute of anger, on the

human level, can be used to overcome one’s evil

inclination. One must arouse his wrath against the yetzer

hara so as to combat and defeat it. However, if Hashem

was not becoming angry, then this quality of self-restraint

must also have been missing from the Jewish people and

this would allow them to easily succumb to their desires.

    What Bilaam failed to realize was that when he aroused

the yetzer hara among Bnei Yisroel to sin with Midianite

women, he also incited Hashem’s wrath. By doing so, he

caused the attribute of anger to trickle down and that is

when Pinchos ben Elazar seized the opportunity. Enraged,

and in a spirit of zealotry, he killed Zimri, leader of the tribe

of Shimon, and Kozbi, a Midianite princess, in the midst of

their illicit sin. He used that same anger to avenge Hashem’s

honor, and drew down holiness and blessing to his nation,

instead of Divine wrath and retribution.

   In a similar vein, R’ Tzaddok Hakohen ZT”L explains

how the desire for idol-worship can also be transformed into

an asset. At the beginning of the Second Temple, when the

Anshei Knesses Hagedolah (Men of the Great Assembly)

eradicated the desire for idol-worship from the world, the

spirit of prophecy also ceased, for the two are interdependent.

The desire for idolatry is called by Chazal, “a spirit of

foolishness.” However, when Torah scholars purify

themselves from this spirit, they become worthy of Ruach

Hakodesh - “Holy Inspiration” - an actual form of prophecy.    

     EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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    Rashi writes: “(Hashem said) This is how the parsha (of

the daughters of Tzelafchad) was written before Me in

Heaven. To tell us that their eyes saw (i.e. they knew the

halacha) what even Moshe’s eyes did not see.” 

     The Chasam Sofer, R’ Moshe Sofer ZT”L, writes a

remarkable insight. When the letters of the Torah were

formed in Heaven, certain parshiyos were out of order. For

example, any parsha that contained an incident detailing

misfortune for Bnei Yisroel (Parshas HaEgel, Meraglim) was

not transcribed in its correct format until after the incident had

passed. Similarly, the halacha of a daughter’s inheritance

was not instituted until the Bnos Tzelafchad pointed out this

law to Moshe Rabbeinu. Thus, only after Hashem had given

His assent to their words, did He announce that “this is how

it was written before Me in Heaven.”  

    How did they know what Moshe did not? What inspired

them to justify their cause before the Elders of Bnei Yisroel?

It was their love of Eretz Yisroel and for this reason, their

lineage is recorded all the way back to Yosef (Rashi). 

    The Chasam Sofer points out that they were from the tribe

of Menashe. In Parshas Matos, we are told that half of Shevet

Menashe wished to settle on the other side of the Jordan

River, while half stayed within the land. But the daughters of

Tzelafchad said, “Give us a holding amongst the brothers

of our father” - they wanted to be among the majority of the

Jewish people, living in the Land of Israel proper. Even

though they may receive a greater-sized portion in the vast

lands across the Jordan, they wanted to be in the land of their

fathers. This shows their tremendous love of the land, and it

wasn’t just the inheritance that they were after. As a result,

their lineage was traced back to Yosef Hatzaddik because he

insisted on having his bones bought up from Egypt to be

buried in Eretz Yisroel, showing his great love of the land.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: A rich man was riding on his donkey on his way to

conduct a business transaction in another city. On the way, a

poor beggar on the side of the road held his hand out for

alms. The rich man was generous and gave the beggar a coin.

    The beggar thanked his patron and then asked for a favor.

“Can you please allow me to ride with you into the city?” 

    The rich man saw no problem with this and helped the

beggar onto the donkey. “Would it be possible if I held the

reins?” asked the beggar, and once again, the rich man

acquiesced. In this manner, the two rode into the big city. 

    As they entered the town square, the beggar said, “Okay,

can you please get off my donkey? We are here in the city.”

    The rich man was puzzled. “Your donkey? I let you ride

with me and I even allowed you to hold the reins.”

     Suddenly, the beggar started shouting, “Help! This man

wants to steal my donkey. Please somebody help me!”

    A few gruff men heard the commotion and roughly

pulled the rich man off the donkey and the beggar rode off.

llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Ben Ish Chai laments the fact that we often allow

our yetzer hara to take the “reins” - to take control of our very


