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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a - Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
THE BERACHA ON SUKIKAH

‘When one fulfills the mitzvah of sukkah, he recites the
beracha "n25v02 v vapNy - "Who has sanctified and
commanded us to dwell in the sukkah." Throughout Yom
Tov, when one makes this beracha, he should keep in
mind that the mitzvah of sukkah is in order to remember
the miracles that took place by Yetzias Mitzrayim, and the
sheltering clouds (1250 »»y) of Hashem's glory that
accompanied us for 40 years in the desert ().

Chazal learn out that "W pyd 2awn” - "Dwell (in the
sukkah) just as one lives (in his house).” Although it is a
mitzvah to sleep, learn Torah and "live" in the sukkah, we
only recite the berachah of "1n2y021 2w when we eat in
the sukkah. All other usages are considered secondary to
eating and are exempted with the beracha on eating. .
One should have in mind to exempt all other usages
when reciting the beracha for eating 3.

Eating that requires a Berachah

The definition of eating to require a beracha is when
one eats a bit more than one egg volume of bread or
mezonos (except rice) within an 8 minute span of time. It
is extremely important to remember that all throughout
Sukkos, when one recites this beracha, he must eat within
an 8 minute span, a bit more than an egg volume of bread

N2:0W INYN TIN(G) 075N Y1V 29(8) NN VIINT) 57PN N7ING)12: V9N 371(5) NP

or mezonos @. The exception to this rule is on the first and
second night of Yom Tov, when we have an absolute
obligation to eat bread. This intensifies the importance of
eating a 7 (one half of an egg), and only then, one can
say the beracha on half an egg's worth, within a 4 minute
span of time. It is preferable, though, even on the first two
nights of Yom Tov, to eat a bit more than an egg's volume
of bread within an 8 minute span ().
Eating on Chol Hamoed
There is a mitzvah (although not an obligation) to wash
for bread twice a day during Chol Hamoed ). If a person
did not plan on eating bread or mezonos of any kind
during the day, the Mishna Berurah rules (7 that each
time he enters the sukkah (after a break) to sit, learn, etc.,
he must again recite the berachah, since he will not be
making it on food. It would seem that this halachah is
quite relevant to the many people who are busy or unable
to eat bread or mezonos, except on Shabbosand Yom Tov.
If one visits another sukkah during Yom Tov or Chol
Hamoed, most poskim @) hold that these usages cannot be
exempted by a beracha that was made on a different
sukkah, thus obligating him to recite the beracha when
just sitting. Others ©, however, hold that one should not

make the beracha unless he eats bread or mezonos.
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R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT''L (Kedushas Levi) would say:

"The gemara tells us that when Moshiach comes, the tzaddikim of that generation and all previous
generations, will sit in his sukkah wearing crowns. Well, I will be eager to share in these festivities and
will try to push my way into Moshiach's sukkah. Of course, the guard at the door will turn me back saying,
'A coarse and simple man like you has no business in Moshiach's sukkah.' 1 will tell him, 'Listen, I always
had simple people in my sukkah and I endured their company; surely Moshiach can put up with me!"

R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT''L (Tzemach Tzedek) would say:

"There is a halachah that 'n5791 Y NV WONY - 'One who feels pain (or discomfort) is exempt from
sitting in the sukkah.' Aside from the normal interpretation, perhaps Chazal are teaching us something
more: "YVNY’ - A person who finds himself in distress, " - is able to free himself, both mentally and
physically. How? 'n5on ' - By correctly performing the mitzvah of sukkah!"

A Wise Man would say:
"Always borrow money from a pessimist. That way, he won't expect it back!"
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termination in print? The employer, seeing no reason not to, would usually oblige this unusual request.

It was not until many months later, that the man's reason for requesting the papers became known. A
few days before the Yom Tov of Sukkos, as his children were building and decorating their sukkah, he
informed them that he had his own special decorations that he would like to put up.

"What decorations could Papa have come up with?" they thought. It was then that their father pulled
out his stack of "pink slips" and began pasting them up against the walls. "My children," he said with an
inner joy born of spiritual greatness, "this is the most glorious 'decoration' that we can put in our sukkah.
For with these, we are declaring that we work for no one other than the 'Boss of all Bosses' - Hakadosh
Boruch Hu, and we do so obw 21 - wholeheartedly!" Incidentally, every one of his children and grand-
children remained true to Yiddishkeit, and many great Talmidei Chachamim emanated from his family.
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The gemara (.72 N20) learns from this posuk: 77y1N Pyd 1awn” - A person should dwell in his sukkah
for the seven days of Yom Tov just as one dwells in his house all year. But it goes both ways, writes the
Satmar Rebbe, R' Yoel Teitelbaum ZT'"L. A person must always remember to dwell in his house with
the same kedushah and respectful attitude that he has while living in his sukkah. Just as he dwells in the
"Shelter of faith" for seven days, he must incorporate faith and emunah in his home all year round.
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R' Shneur Kotler ZT''L, was known for his extraordinary kindness and love for his fellow Jews
throughout his life. Close friends recall that as a young man he built a sukkah using old, broken boards,
which were all he had. When R' Shneur’s neighbor, a non-observant Jew, saw the shabby-looking
sukkah, he promised to build R' Shneur what he called a "proper” sukkah the next year. And he did.

The sukkah stood for twenty years, built and rebuilt each year before Yom Tov, and each year R'
Shneur thanked the man for his generous gift. Then the man died, and at the same time the boards,
exposed for two decades to rough autumn weather, began to warp so badly that they could no longer be
used. The Kotler family wanted to discard the sukkah boards, and while R' Shneur did build a new
sukkah, he refused to throw away the old boards. Instead, he used them for counter covers during Pesach.

Finally, however, the boards deteriorated so badly that the family again wished to replace them. Again,
R' Shneur refused. "No," he said softly, "we can never replace these boards. The man who built us a
sukkah from these boards did not have much in spiritual wealth, but he did have a very special zechus
every year with the construction of this sukkah. I want his zechus to go on and on and be remembered."
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In the »y187 > we recite upon entering the sukkah, we pray that Hashem protect us #7001 0NN -
"From storm and from (harsh) rain." The gematria of the word »o % is 247, while that of the word
ron” is 249. With this, explains the Trisker Maggid, R' Avrohom Twerski ZT"L, we can understand
the posuk in the Torah, (2-7 ©>127) 71PN WNN XY N19) 921N HY IO KXY - "Do not add to the words (of
the Torah) and do not subtract from it." Since there are 248 nwy MN - positive commandments, we find
that 709 is one less (247), and »9vn” is one more (249). Thus, we pray that the sukkah, which
represents the manifestation of the Shechina (Divine Spirit), should protect Bnei Yisroel from 7q01m) o937
- any addition or subtraction of the mitzvos, which may bring about a withdrawal of Hashem's presence

from amongst His people, resulting in a lack of unity and a destructive force of 79 - separation.
CORRECTION: The story printed two weeks ago about R' Chaim Berlin ZT"L, did not take
place during the Bolshevik Revolution, but rather during the times of the Russian Czar.
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One year, a "perfect" esrog, spotless in its entirety, could not be found. As hard as they tried, the
chassidim of R' Chanoch Henach ZT'"L of Alexander, simply were unable to attain a flawless set of
Arba Minim for their Rebbe. The best they could come up with, was an esrog with a beautiful color and
form, although it was pockmarked with a number of "bletlach"” (darkened spots).

The Rebbe accepted the flawed esrog on Erev Yom Kippur gratefully. However, the next night, on
Motzei Yom Kippur, when he took out his esrog to gaze at it, the chassidim noticed that all the "bletlach”
were gone! They turned it over and over, but there were no more spots. It was now .... perfect!

R' Chanoch Henach explained. "Chazal tell us that the esrog is compared to a person's heart. When a
person's heart is flawed, spotted with sin, his esrog may likewise be stained with 'bletlach.’ But when he
does a proper Teshuvah on Yom Kippur, and removes the stains from his heart, his esrog can also change
its appearance and lose its 'bletlach!' The esrog is the same esrog - its just the flaws that are gone!"
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The gemara (.nd kY81 N813) tells of a young calf that was being led to slaughter, who ran away and hid
under the hem of the coat of Rabbeinu Hakadosh. Rebbi promptly returned it to the shochet, saying, "Go,
for this is the purpose of your creation!" However, as a result, Rebbi was made to suffer tribulations since
he showed no mercy towards the frightened calf. When a creature - any creature, even an animal - turns
to you for shelter and begs to be saved from harm, the Midas Harachamim - Attribute of Mercy, dictates
and demands that you show it mercy and do your utmost to protect it and not turn it away.

Similarly, expounds R' Nosson Wachtfogel ZT"L, this is the concept of the sukkah, which is known
as NOININT NN - Shelter of Divine Faithfulness. When we sit in the sukkah, we are begging for
Heavenly protection and mercy, even though we may not necessarily deserve it. Nevertherless, one who
takes pains to go out of his home and reside in a sukkah for seven days, is assured of Hashem's ever-
vigilant protection and will never be turned away, for the Midas Harachamim dictates that it is so!
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At the turn of the century, Jewish life in the United States was a tough proposition. Many immigrants
who escaped their homeland dreaming of a new beginning on these "golden" shores, instead found
earning a decent living, while at the same time maintaining a semblance of religious observance, almost
impossible. The American standard was to work seven days a week, and a person who wished to keep
both Shabbos and his wage-earning job, was often forced to choose between the two. Sadly, many
observant Jews were unable to withstand the test and the holy Shabbos became an unfortunate casualty.

One man, however, would not give in. He was a skilled worker and his talents were in demand, yet, no
employer was willing to tolerate his absurd request to take off on Saturday. As a result, more often then
not, when Friday would roll around, he was told that if he didn't show up the next day, he should not
bother, coming in on Sunday. The pious man would nod his head but then would ask for one small favor:
rather than being verbally fired, could his employer write him a "pink slip" so he could have his
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