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Swma: Now ... let us imagine ... if Nachshon ben Aminadav

had not jumped into the Yam Suf! The water would not have

split; the Jewish people would have been trapped; the

Egyptians would have massacred men, women and children
A SERIES IN HALACHA

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY w»b‘,

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (6
Concepts Relating to Pesach. Last week we explained six
Pesach concepts and activities that help bring good parmassa.
We continue now with more such points after the following
introduction. At the beginning of this series, we discussed a
concept, mentioned in the Poskim and Mussar seforim, that just
as in the Mishkan, parmassa came down from Heaven via the
12 breads on the Shulchan (Table), so too, a proper Torah table
in each house brings parnassa. Pesach is a Yom Tov oriented
towards eating. Korbon Pesach, Matza, the four cups of wine,
maror, avoiding chametz, etc. are the very essence of the Yom
Tov. This, of course, is meant to inspire us to elevate the table
where we eat the whole year. Many of the segulos for pamassa
mentioned in the Poskim and seforim have to do with our meals,
washing, bentching etc. Therefore it is our obligation to learn all
that we can to improve our eating, thereby bringing parnassa
for our whole nation and perhaps even for the whole world.
Disciplined Eating. The quick exodus from Egypt caused Bnei
Yisroel to eat less appetizing bread. Similarly, the mitzvah of
matza and the prohibition of chametz in all generations, gives us
less pleasure and a more disciplined approach to eating. R’
Simcha Zisel Ziv ZT°L (Alter of Kelm), says (1) that this was
absolutelynecessary before Klal Yisroel could achieve Kabbolas
HaTorah. One who is always busy with attaining the tastiest

N mm mn R‘n

R’ Moshe Amiel ZT”’L (Derashot El Ami) would say:

mercilessly; Bnei Yisroel might have ceased to exist; no
Kabbolas HaTorah, no Eretz Yisroel, no Bais Hamikdash!
And the lesson? When the time is ripe, a Jew must jump in!
Who knows how much of a difference one man can make?
ﬁﬂ 1710 IRD
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foods is not able to learn Torah in a proper manner. This yearly
lesson helps us minimize our pleasure all year-round in order to
retain more Torah. R’ Pinchos Koritzer ZT”’L () writes that
eating matza, which has very little taste, during Pesach when
the world is judged on grain, is a merit to bring good parnassa,
just as the mann fell in the desert soon after the Jews ate matza.
‘“Hallel-Type” Eating. The Pesach night meal(s) take place
right in the middle of Hallel. During the rest of the year one may
not even talk out in the middle of Hallel, and here we have a
whole meal with talking and eating in the middle of Hallel. The
Chiddushei Harim () explains that on Pesach, one’s meal is a
“Hallel” meal, an expression of Hallel, praising Hashem for the
miracles and the very food that he is eating. This concept can be
applied all year, so that the mood and mode of one’s meal, with
the berachos and bentching, become one big expression of
Hallel to Hashem. Such lofty eating indeed transforms a
mundane weekday table into a Shulchan worthy of the Bais
Hamikdash, which brought down parnassa for the whole world.
Fixing Up Our Eating on Pesach Night. The Radomsker
Rebbe ZT”’L (Tiferes Shlomo) writes @) that eating matza on
Pesach in the holy manner that we do, has the ability to repair a
person’s >N - the “eatings” that might have left a lot to be
desired all year-round. This upgrade can definitely bring
pamassa for the whole year.
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“Chazal teach us: ‘Whoever reads (posukim) without a melody or tune, about him it says, ‘I gave them laws
(opn) that were not good.” (25 Non) We see from here that a prerequisite to studying Torah is ‘Shira’ which
comes from a person’s innermost part of his soul. For this reason, the Shiras Hayam (7w iN) precedes the parsha
of Matan Torah (a1 NWI9), to remind us that in order to learn Torah, one must do so with a song in his heart.”

R’ Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz ZT”’L (Chazon Ish) would say:

“Rabbeinu Yonah in Mishlei writes that true Bitachon (trust in Hashem) is that one knows in his heart that
everything happens through the Hand of Hashem and that it is in His power to deviate from the ways of nature.
Upon a nvu1a (one who trusts in Hashem) rests a divine spirit of holiness, and a spirit of strength accompanies him
which tells him that Hashem will come to his aid. As Dovid Hamelech said (>-v2> ©9nn): ‘Though an army would
besiege me, I would not fear; though war would rise against me, in this I trust.””

A Wise Man would say:
“Do you know what the relationship is between your two eyes? They blink together, they move together, they

cry together, they see things together - but they never see each other. That’s what true friendship is all about.”

MAZEL TOY TO THE ENTIRE BALLEN FAMILY ON THE WEDDING OF THEIR DAUGHTER AMALYA TO YISROEL KESSLER
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE,RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVEIT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM,
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The following story is traditionally told over on the last day of Pesach, at the “Seudas Baal Shem Tov” (Meal of the
Baal Shem Tov), which is eaten just before sunset. Chassidim eat this meal to commemorate the miraculous deliverance
of the holy R’ Yisroel Baal Shem Tov ZT”L from a raging sea and hostile cannibals, and his safe return to Mezhiboz.

After many years of desiring to go to Eretz Yisroel, the holy Baal Shem Tov finally decided to make the long journey.
He hired a wagon and set out from Mezhiboz, Ukraine together with his daughter Udel and his student and attendant
Reb Hirsh Sofer. They planned to travel to Turkey by wagon and from there by ship to the Holy Land.

After several months on the road, they arrived in Istanbul on the eve of Pesach. The Baal Shem Tov took almost no
money with him, because he had absolute faith that Hashem would provide for all his needs on the journey. He had just
enough to rent a room in a local inn, but nothing left over to buy the necessary items to celebrate the Seder on Pesach
night. He decided to go to a Beis Medrash, learn Torah and wait for Hashem to provide him with all his needs.

Udel and Reb Hirsch were not the least bit concerned, because miracles often occurred to the Baal Shem Tov. They
expected that Hashem would certainly not abandon him now and of course, He didn’t, in the form of a wealthy couple from
Germany at the same inn, who were miraculously helped by the Baal Shem and in return, saw to his and his family’s needs.

After the first two days of Pesach, the couple further showed their gratitude by purchasing passage on a ship bound for
the holy land for the Baal Shem Tov. At sea, a massive storm broke out and threatened to sink the ship. The Baal Shem Tov
divined that to calm the storm he must either throw his Torah writings or his daughter overboard, into the raging sea.

The Baal Shem Tov’s daughter, Udel, knew the value of her father’s Torah writings and decided to jump overboard.
Just before she was about to jump, Divine inspiration came upon her and she changed her mind. She turned to the other
passengers and said, “It is better that you should take my father’s writings and throw them overboard, because I am
destined to have a grandson who will produce some of the most beautiful teachings and writings of all. His writings will
save thousands of Jewish souls who have fallen to the depths of impurity and will help them return to their Father in
Heaven.” This grandson was none other than the great Rebbe, R’ Nachman of Breslov ZT’L!

The sailors threw the Baal Shem Tov’s writings into the sea and in short time the storm abated.

The passengers were exhausted from their ordeal. The ship weighed anchor near a small island to allow the passengers
to rest and regain their strength. The Baal Shem Tov, Reb Hirsch and Udel took a walk on the island. Without warning,
they were set upon and abducted by a group of natives, who planned to kill them and have them for their dinner.

As the cannibals started sharpening their knives in preparation, Reb Hirsh turned to the Baal Shem Tov. In desperation
he yelled, “Rebbe, do something! Save us from these animals!” But the Baal Shem Tov was unable to utter a word.

Reb Hirsh screamed in panic, “Why do you remain silent?”” The Baal Shem Tov answered, “I forgot everything. I
can’t even remember the alef bais (the Hebrew alphabet). Hirsh, maybe you can remember something?”

Reb Hirsh responded, “I also forgot everything! I can only remember the alef bais!”

“Then why are you silent? Say the alef bais out loud!” the Baal Shem Tov ordered.

The Baal Shem Tov repeated each letter after Reb Hirsh. In the middle of their recital, the Baal Shem Tov’s
knowledge and powers suddenly returned to him and he said that they would be saved shortly. Suddenly, a loud whistle
blew in the distance and the cannibals took fright and ran away. Another ship had just arrived on its way to Istanbul. The
ship’s crew untied and freed the Baal Shem Tov and his party and brought them back to Istambul.

They arrived safely in Istanbul on the last day of Pesach. The Baal Shem Tov said, “Now I know for certain that
Heaven doesn’t want me to go to Eretz Yisroel.” Immediately after Pesich the Baal Shem Tov, his daughter and his

student returned to Mezhiboz. m" ﬁw ms Reprinted Version
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Swn: Let’s imagine how different life could’ve been ....

.. if the Chasam Sofer ZT”L had not moved from
Germany to Hungary and R’ Shamshon R. Hirsch ZT”’L
from Hungary to Germany, to fight the Haskala and
Reform movements. How different life would be!

. if the Ariza”l had not moved to Tiberias and met R’
Chaim Vital ZT”L, so as to uncover the many mystical
secrets of the Zohar. Would life have been the same?

.. if the pregnant mother of Rashi had been struck by the
speeding wagon careening toward her, and the wall behind

her had not miraculously curved inward so as to shield her
from danger. Can we imagine a world without Rashi?

if Rebbe Hakadosh had not taken the initiative to
write down the mishnayos and begin teaching Torah shel
Baal Peh? Would Torah study ever have been the same?

. if Bar Kochba had won the revolt against the Romans
and Rabbi Akiva had been correct in his projection of the
coming Moshiach. Where would we be now?

.. if Bar Kamtza had never thrown Kamtza out of his party.
Would the Bais Hamikdash have been destroyed?
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The purpose of Krias Yam Suf was not so much that Klal
Yisroel would believe in Hashem, for at the time of the
splitting of the sea, the Jewish people had full emunah - a
true and fervent faith in Hashem. The Torah testifies:
“And the nation believed,” when they were still in Egypt.
(N>-7 mnw) Indeed, Chazal taught that it was in the merit
of their belief that Klal Yisroel was liberated from Egypt.
The objective, then, of Krias Yam Suf was that the
Mitzriyim as well would believe in Hashem Yisbarach.
This goal was explicitly mentioned by Hashem when
telling Moshe of the impending miracle (1-1): “And
Mitzrayim will know that [ am Hashem!”
Hashem suspended the laws of nature and split the sea in
a miraculous way, so that the Mirzriyim would also attain
the emunah that there is no one but He alone! But if the
Mitzriyim all drowned and perished in the sea, when exactly
were they able to live with this emunah which they attained?
What a profound lesson we learn from here, exclaims R’
Gamliel Rabinowitz Shlit’a. It was only those last
moments of their lives, struggling between life and death,
when the wicked Egyptians were privileged to recognize
Hashem. It was for that one solitary moment of faith in
Hashem the Almighty G-d that the Egyptians attained right
before their deaths, that made it worth splitting the sea and
witnessing all the miracles which accompanied it!

How tremendous is the value of just one moment of
emunah! How much more valuable is it when a Jew
strengthens himself for even one moment and thinks of
how Hashem is the Creator and Administrator over all
living beings? And how much more awesome is it when a
Jew lives all the days of his life with emunah? There is no
way to measure his greatness and superiority.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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The Zohar states: “Shir Hashirim is the Holy of Holies
(owTPn M) for it incorporates all aspects of the Torah,
the creation of the world, all the exiles and redemptions,
the Giving of the Torah on Har Sinai, the Bais Hamikdash,
resurrection of the dead on that day - the day of Hashem’s
Shabbos - which is in the future.”

It is customary to recite Shir Hashirim every Erev
Shabbos before Mincha. Many also recite it on the night of
the Pesach Seder, as well as on Shabbos Chol Hamod
Pesach. Rabbeinu Dovid Avudraham ZT”L (12th-
century Spanish commentator) relates the connection to
Pesach by virtue of the words "ny19 51571 > NOWY" (V-N) in
which the redemption from Egypt is mentioned.

R’ Berel Povarsky Shlit’a offers an alternate explana-
tion. The month of Nisan is the month of redemption, as
we see from the Medrash Tanchuma: “In Nisan we were
redeemed; in Nisan we will once again be redeemed.” This
does not necessarily mean that specifically in the month of
Nisan, the Golus will come to an end and Moshiach will
arrive. In fact, every day we wait for Moshiach and his
imminent arrival - at any point during the year. Rather, it is
the inspiration and qualification that is deeply rooted in the
month of Nisan that we aspire to. It is the "nanN" the love
of the Almighty to His people, and the reciprocal affection
of Klal Yisroel to Hakadosh Boruch Hu, that is represented
in Nisan that will bring about our future exodus. Just as
Tishrei is regarded as the month of “Din” and fear (NN),
Nisan is the month of “Geulah” and love (ManN).

The entire book of Shir Hashirim is one long Song of
Love. It details in the most flowery of lyrics, the constant
affection that Hashem bestows on His chosen people. Thus,
we read this song on Shabbos and especially during Nisan.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

(Ww3 175) ... TOTR OV IR ¥3°R 951771 AR YWD 573 T2 IR
On Shabbos and Yom Tov, during the morning prayer, we recite the glorious tefillah of “Nishmas kol Chai.” In it, we
describe the greatness and overwhelming awesomeness of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, and how, “we can never (fully) be able

to thank You, Hashem our G-d, and to bless Your Name.” Later, we declare, "n212 1 '1 NN Nnsy 95" -

“All my bones

shall say, Hashem, who is like You?” Further on, however, we announce, "WT{p DV NN Y299 91N X OWD71" - “MYy soul

shall bless Hashem; let my innermost being bless His holy Name.” Why does this prayer initially limit the blessing to “my
bones” and later extend the blessing to include “my soul and my innermost being”?

The Chasam Sofer, R’ Moshe Sofer ZT”L raises this question and suggests that our fefillos can be broken up into two
categories. The first passage regarding the words of our bones, relates to a yid’s tefillah while in Golus, in Exile. The
second statement applies to prayers recited in the Land of Israel. There are different levels of Shira (song) that a Jew sings
when he wants to praise Hashem. One type of song may be so pervasive that it passes through a person’s bones. This is a
deep level, indeed. However, there is an even greater Shira, and that is one which reaches the depths of one’s soul.

R’ Bernard Maza Shlit’a explains that this is what Chazal mean when they tell us that even “the embryo in the mother’s
womb (N ¥mavY 12W) sang Shira at the Red Sea.” The level of Shira that the Jewish people achieved was so strong that it
penetrated into a mother’s womb and inspired emunah in an unborn child! We must strive to reach such a level!




