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Why did Avrohom need to marry again, when he was already 140
years old? The pleasures of this world would not have held any appeal
for him, and he was already priveleged to experience a taste of the World
to Come, as we learn from the gemarah (.t X112 N23), so what then
motivated Avrohom to take another wife?

Explains R' Dovid Feinstein Shlit"a that even though he tasted a
portion of X1n 02, Avrohom also understood, quite well, the purpose of
this world. As Chazal teach us "Better one hour of repentance and good
deeds in this world, than an entire life in the World to Come". While the
pleasures of this world no longer attracted him, Avrohom still valued the
opportunity to do mitzvos, which is our entire purpose on this world.
Therefore, he wanted to add to the mitzvos he had already done and
continue to occupy himself with the mitzva of 137 19, for which purpose
he needed to take another wife.
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R' Azriel Hildesheimer ZT"L would say:
"I envy three things about the freethinkers: They never mention G-d's
name in vain, they are never in doubt whether to recite a blessing or not,
and they can think Torah thoughts in a place where one is forbidden to!"

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:

"Dying is no different than moving from one room to another. The
wise man, however, makes every effort to ensure that he receives a nicer
room than the one he currently occupies."

R' Zev Wolf of Zhitomir ZT"L would say:
"Rather than worrying about what to do tomorrow, rectify that which
you did today!"
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"great stone" is referring to is the wondrous middah of Avrohom - his
excellence in the mitzvah of welcoming guests and o>nx NOION. :
Through his actions, he could heal any sick person who came to him."

R" Moshe looked right at the Karliner Rebbe and said, "R' Aharon,
your daughter is very sick. But through your legendary greatness-in the
mitzvah of 0NN NOIIN, you possess the actual NV AN - the great
stone, that is needed to cure her. Let her look at her father and watch as
he fulfills this mitzvah perfectly - and with Hashem's help, she will merit
having a complete recovery!"

R' Aharon immediately listened to the words of his holy guest and did
exactly as he said. And wonder of wonders, that very night, a noticeable
change for the better came over his daughter and not long afterwards -
through observing her father fulfill the mitzvah of D>nx NN - she
completely recovered from her sickness. '
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Rashi explains that when Rivkah carne to the well, the water rose up to
greet her and she was not compelled to actually draw the water. However,
the water did not rise up when she came to draw water for the camels.
The reasoning for this is clear, says R' Alexander Zushia Friedman
ZT"L. The primary purpose of a mitzvah is the heart's intent to do the
bidding of it's creator. Initially, when Rivkah came to draw water, she had
meant to draw it for herself, but due to her greatness, she did not have to

bother, for the water came up to greet her. However, afterwards, when she

came a second time to draw water for the camels, it was for the purpose
of doing a mitzvah of Gemillas Chesed; to allow even the camels to have
a drink. Thus, the water did not rise up to greet her for Heaven wished her
to do the mitzvah with her own hands, with no help from on high.

NN NN 0197 - The exertion and effort that a person will put into the
fulfillment of a mitzvah is regarded with unprecedented and remarkable
significance by Hashem Yisborach, and the rewards for such an effort are
incredibly great.
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Throughout Europe, the wonderful kindness and ©>n1N noion of the
great R' Aharon Karliner ZT"L, was legendary. It happened, once, that

S Aharon's daughter contracted a very serious illnéss and her condition
deteriorated to the point where her family didn't think she would even

make it through the night.

That very evening, a guest came to R' Aharon's house - none other
than R' Moshe of Kobrin ZT"L. He was welcomed into the house, as
usual, and was treated to a warm meal. R' Aharon sat with him
throughout the meal and at one point, mentioned that his daughter was
very ill and was in great need of a NRYW NNIY,

. R' Moshe stopped eating and said, "The gemara (8712 X232) tells us
that an N2V AN - a great stone, hung around the neck of Avrohom
Avinu, and any sick person who would look at it would immediately get
better. Now, what kind of wondrous stone are we talking about, that
could heal all the sick people of the world?" asked R' Moshe. "I believe
that this is not to be taken in the literal sense of the word. What this
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