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The Medrash compares the 01 y2IX - four species, to four different
groups within Klal Yisroel. The esrog has a distinctive flavor and
fragrance which is comparable to the tzaddikim who are filled with Torah
and good deeds. The 2977 bears fruit with flavor, but without fragrance
which compares to people who possess Torah knowledge but lack good
deeds. ©>071 are fragrant but have no flavor; they are comparable to Jews
who perform good deeds without Torah knowledge. many lack both flavor
and fragrance; they are compared to people who have neither knowledge
of Torah nor good deeds. By giving us the Mitzvah of taking the four
minim together, Hashem advised us that it is beneficial to all groups to act
in unison. The merits of each group will offset the lacks of the other.

R' Moshe Sternbuch Shlit"a explains, based on this medrash, that on
Hoshana Rabbah, we take the aravos alone, without the other minim, and
bang them on the ground. We can see the following symbolism in our
custom: The group that is represented by the aravos can only elevate itself
if it is willing to join the rest of the Jewish people and to learn from them.
But if the members of this group persist in disassociating themselves from
the tzaddikim, they must be smashed on the ground so that their influence
will not affect the rest of Bnei Yisroel.
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R' Chaim of Zanz ZT"L (the Divrei Chaim) would say:
"People are accustomed to decorating their sukkah with all kinds of
pretty ornaments. But the beauty of my sukkah is different; The npTy -
charity, that I collect - that is what makes my sukkah so beautiful!"

A wise man once said:
"You can never achieve perfection, but to strive for it you achieve
9
excellence."

R' Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT"L (Chiddushei Hari'"m) would say:
"If one locks the strength of one's youth behind iron and brass so as not

to squander it uselessly, that strengjlt w11vl be preserved 1nto hlS old age.
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When R' Yissochar Dov had finally washed away his unhappy
thoughts and decided that most people had by then finished eating in their
sukkos and probably returned to their homes, he left the shu/ and walked
home. As he entered his sukkah, however, he was overjoyed to see
candles and challos on the table. His wife told him what she did and he

thanked her warmly. Then, without another word, he immediately recited |

kiddush, washed his hands, and sat down to eat. At this point, he was just
about starving, and he devoured the potatoes which his wife served him
with a ravenous appetitie.

While he was eating in such a hurried manner, though, a sudden
thought flashed through his mind. "Berel," he exclaimed to himself,
"You're not sitting in the sukkah - you're sitting in your plate!"

And right then and there, he stopped eating.
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We are commanded to rejoice on Sukkos, by eating festive food and
drink, and wearing nice clothing. But why this great stress on material
joys, when the true feature of Yom Tov is Ruchnius - spirituality?

The Dubno Maggid, R' Yaakov Krantz ZT"L explains with a
parable: A crippled and handicapped man had a friend who was quite
deaf. It occurred, though, to the lame man that if he and his friend would
do certain things together, it would be an advantage for them both. They
agreed that the deaf man, who was quite strong, would carry the crippled
man on his shoulders, while the lame man would be the guide.

One day, they went out together and passed a house where music was
playing and people were dancing. The lame man was very fond of music
and wanted to stop, even though he couldn't dance. But his friend, who
could not hear, would not stand still. The cripple man was smart and he
filled a cup with vodka and offered it to the deaf man. He then gave him a
second and third cup, so by this time the deaf man was tipsy and began to
dance by himself. The cripple was happy as well, for he could enjoy the
music while the deaf man waltzed on in his stupor.

So too, our neshomos - souls become truly joyous with spirituality,
only when the body cooperates. It is therefore necessary to gladden the
body with good food, drink and clothing to achieve the proper harmony
of pleasure that is expected of us during Yom Tov.
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The story is told over by many chassidim throughout the years, that in
the days before the famous Sava Kaddisha, R' Yissochar Dov of '
Radoschitz ZT"L became well known as a Rebbe, he was so
impoverished that he was often forced to fast simply because he had not
even a slice of bread to eat. Things became so bad, that one year he had
eaten nothing for a few days before Yom Kippur, and even after the fast
was over, he had nothing better than meager rations of bread and water.
Not only that, he could not even afford to prepare anything at all for the
oncoming Yom Tov of Sukkos.

After the evening tefillos on the first night of Yom Tov, R’ Yissochar
Dov remained in the Beis Medrash, davening and learning, for he knew -
that there was nothing at home to eat. He was too depressed to come
straight home, especially on this holiday of joy, and felt the need to wait a
while until he could reconcile himself with the situation. What he did not
know, was that on the eve of the festival, while he was preparing himself
for the oncoming holiday, his righteous wife went out to the marketplace
and managed to sell a few items from her modest jewelry that she had
found amongst her possessions, and with the proceeds that she was able to |
acquire, she bought braided challos, candles and a few potatoes for the
holiday meal.
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