
     a;xuh kt oheanv ra ,t v"cev inhz ratfa rtucn ubh,arp
hbpk usgc .hknvk u,aec ,t uhkt ;rhm ;tu cuyk unukj ,t uk r,pu
ruxt ,uhvk lf kg abgbu iujycv ,shnc odpk vz cajb hrv 'vgrp

cdv hrat euxpv kg k"zj uarsa unf 'ohba h,a sugkwv oa rat r
 /cvr ohhurev ohrmnv kg jyc tka ;xuh vz 'ohcvr kt vbp tku ujycn
vtrbv hpf tkv hf 'ukt arsnv hrcs ,bcvc ohae,nv ucr vbvu    
rcsk ,tzv ,uks,av  ,t vaga vnc ehsmv ;xuh kg vbgy itf vhv
,shnc odp ouan lfc vhva 'ururja ignk kgpha oheanv ra og
vhva lphvk uc rtucna vzv cu,fv in vhtr ohthcn lhtu 'iujycv

/rjt orud oua kg tku wv kg ujycn oa
u     hsfbn sjt og vhva vagn p"g vz tren cahhk rpxc ogp h,htr

g"hz y"agcv/stn vkusd ,uejsc hj vhv lt 'stn kusd ehsm vhva '
hfrm rucg vyrupk vyurp uk vhv tk ratf ,u,ca hcrgv in sjtc
ujfah kvev kfa if,hv :,xbfv ,hcc uck ,t jhxvu sng ,cav
vbvu ',tzf vsurn ,uhbgcu .jkc ssun,vk uk ub,hu y"agcv ka usfbn
onmgc uaj hf oapb kg stn ukvcb ukt uhrcs ,t ognac kvev
,ufzc auseu ehsm orhgc rd htnkv ovhkg thv vkusd vghc, ifta

d

unhah tka ,tzf vre lhtvu 'y"agcv ka usfb tuva od vnu unmg
ubdrt,v sngn u,utc ;fh,u ?ubuznu u,xbrp rjt ruejk ock kg kkf
'ehsmv hshc ghhxku lun,k ohbudv ohnufx kg uchhj,vu kvev habt kf
scfb oufx guca hshn rhcgvk htrjtv tvh tuva sjt ,ubnk udts ;tu

 /,uthfu hutrf vcjrvc xbrp,vk kfuh ignk ehsmv ka u,hck
'sfbv ka u,gs vhv if tk lt 'oukac tc unuen kg kfv lkhtu itfn    
'ohburjtv uhagn kg uapbk iucaj lurgk khj,v u,hck ughdvc ;fh, hf
vn !hk hut :uapb rnc eugmk khj,vu ihsushj ihsushj urac uagb shnu
kg hbez ka usucf ,t h,crhgu 'vru, ka vr,fc an,avk h,tc hf h,hag
vn ohabtv ckn jhfaha v"cev hbpk ibj,vku aeck khj,vu 'y"agcv

/vagbv kfn ujfa okufa hrp v,ag u,khp, iftu 'b"fvhcc ajr,va
ra og rchsa rjtk shna ehsmv ;xuh kmt od uarhp lrsv z"gu    
rufzh tka v"cev hbpk ibj,vu 'vz u,kugp kg yrj,vk khj,v oheanv
uarsa vn stn icuh vzc /vgrp hbpk rcsk vz u,aec ,t oheanv ra
ehsmv ;xuh ift hf ';xuh vz ujycn wv oa rat rcdvhrat euxpv in
hf vagn u,ut kf ,t oheanv ra in jhfavk ,"hav in  aehca vz tuv
/uheukt wv kg er ujycn kf oa vhv hf u,uks,av hrp in ,ubvhk vmr tk

  kwc c,wxu,v hkgcn ohbez ,gs'osu rac ,sn v"cev ,snf tk" '
srh 'shn, ukmt humn tuv 'vkusdc ucuvta inz kf 'osu rac ,sn
kf uk vhvha 'usucf hpk vz ihta iuhfw-uud rjt ufhkan tuv 'u,kusdn
u,uhvc 'ubhhvw-u,kusdc ;xuh og vhv hf 'if ubht v"cevu /wung ,ufhha
'ung vhv hrmnv ,hck u,shrhcu 'wcegh uhct ka uchcju evcunv ushnk,
;xuh ,t wv hvhu 'rntb rvxv ,hcc ifu 'wudu ;xuh ,t wv hvhu 'rntba
v,t oa 'v"cev ka u,kusd tmun v,ta ouen kfwa 'ouan ,tzu /"wudu

 /(/t"k vkhdn) wu,ub,uubg tmun
    wv c,fa unf 'wv-huvw-sjuhnv unac znrb vz ihbgu reh hkf,hatrc) w

ubht 'urhcj kg vkgn uzht uk aha osta 'okugca dvubca" '(wt t"n
our smn uh,pa kg una ,t tah kcu 'ufrgn iyev urhcj ,t rfuz
u,unnur ksudka 'runtk ,"hav kg ohpuxukhpv ,bgy thv uzu 'ucck
vghs kycku 'jrhv kdkd ,j,a vn kfc 'ohkpac jhdan ubht 'lrc,h
ke hf 'wudu vucd vucd urcs, ucr, ktw '(wd wc 'wt ktuna) rntb uz vsxpb
'ubhhvw-w,ukhkg ubf,b uku '(h"ar) wofcckca vn gsuha 'ubhhvw-wv ,ughs

smna urcs, kt 'rnuk vmr '(oa) uhbpk ihbnb ostv hagn kfa
,ugs ke hf 'ubhagn hyrpc vghsh uk iht 'ohvucd kf kgn vucd v"ceva

/aht vagn ,ukhkg kf ubf,b uku 'okufc vghsh uk aha 'wv
v"cev ;rhm 'jur kpau tfs ,t ifua v"ceva 'vz rcs ,ntk hsfu     
kf vuvna oa kg lf treba 'v-huvw-kusdvu sjuhnv unac
rta kfn r,uh ygun rpxn ovk aha ,uh,ut gcrt 'wu,kusd-,uhuvv
t"v s"uhw-otukhnc o,ut cu,f,af hrva 't,hc t"pktca ,uh,utv

/ukt unf ygun rpxnk utukhnc vkgha ,ut oua tmn, tk 'wt"v u"hu
v,t oa 'v"cev ka u,kusd tmun v,ta ouen kfw 'k"zr urnt ifu      
'una urnz 'oheuktk urhaw 'ch,fs 'ohcu,fv in 'wufu u,ub,uubg tmun
'vhr,c ch,fu 'wu,kusdw-wuhbpk uzkgu 'wudu ,ucrgc cfurk wjca iuakw-ukux

/wu,ub,uubgw-wudu ,ubnkt ihhsu 'ohnu,h hctw
kg vrun 'r,uhc kpav ucmnc ;xuh og wv ka u,uva ihhbga iuhfu     
rfzuv 'rtc,bfu sjuhnv unac ,znrbv 'lrc,h uka ,dkpunv u,ub,uubg

/w;xuh ,t v-huv hvhuw-vz oa uc
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R’ Nochum Twerski of Chernobyl ZT”L (Meor Einayim) would say:

     “It is frightening to think that the children of Yehudah, the lion among his brothers, future monarch of Klal Yisroel,

should have such unworthy children like Eyr and Onan, who were referred to as ‘evil in the eyes of Hashem.’ The answer,

however, is found in the way the Torah describes the wife of Yehudah. She was the daughter of a Canaanite businessman

(hbgbf trd,) whose sole interest was the pursuit of money and riches, for if not, why does the Torah need to tell us this?

Since this was how he lived his life - and raised his daughter as well - it is no wonder that her sons were no good!”
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feeling! There’s nothing like a good bottle of Whiskey!’”

    “Uh oh! They jumped all over me, ‘Aha! So you do think

in advance! You drink bitter whiskey for the warm feelings

that it brings later on! Then, you should’ve known better!”   

llllyyyynnnnpppp: Our Avos always had one eye on the future. All the
             
  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (36)

Avoiding Publicity and grv ihg (Evil Eye). The Gemara (in a

number of places) states that one should try to keep his business

activities as quiet and humble as possible in order that it does not

become ruined by unnecessary publicity. Chazal (1) use the

following example: People who sell long reeds or large

earthenware jars will not see great success in their sales. Due to

the large size of these items, people tend to gaze at the

merchandise with a wondrous/evil/jealous eye and as a result,

this can hold back blessings. Another example stated there is

regarding the place of business or where one sells his wares.

Those who sell products inside his store will do better than those

who display and sell their merchandise out on the street. Here

too, the reason given in the Gemara is due to "grv ihg". 
    There is another statement of Chazal (2) that, “Blessings are

only found in things that are hidden from the eye.” (ihgv in hunx)
There are, of course, certain business activities such as

advertising that must be done in a public forum. Nevertheless,

one should attempt to be discreet in his dealings and whenever

possible keep himself out of the public eye. Similarly, when one

has plans to enter into a new business venture, he should only

tell those that need to know, because telling many people, or

incidents that occurred in the Torah reflect this. Tamar, too,

was only concerned about the future - not herself. To

understand what she did is difficult but to recognize why

she did is more palatable. A future alone - with no husband

and no children - is no future! That’s why she did it!

  `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzaaaadddd`̀̀̀    llllddddwwwwcccc    aaaaxxxx 

even just a few extra, can stunt the success of the venture.

Displaying Wealth. The Kav Hayashar (3) offers some timeless

advice: “One should try hard to cover up and hide his wealth.

This is especially true when gentiles will see it.” A wedding,

where many gentile waiters are employed by a Jewish caterer, is

a good example of this. There are no clear amounts of what is

“displaying wealth,” and situations vary from place to place and

person to person. Therefore, as in all such doubts, a local Talmid

Chacham who understands these matters should be consulted.

Not Hurting Others With grv ihg.  The Gemara (4) says that a

person must not stare or gaze (as if he is overly impressed) at

another’s fully grown field. This is also brought in Halacha (5)

and Rashi explains that gazing long and hard at another’s field,

can hurt the profit of the field. It would seem logical that this

would apply to looking at a new house, or car, etc.

Careful Words. The Minchas Elazar (6) says (according to the

understanding of this writer) that if it becomes relevant to talk

about the success of others in Torah, middos, wealth, quality or

quantity of one’s children, he should say “each time” "ogp kf")
(ubuakf [this might need defining] the words "grv ihg hkc" -

“without an evil eye.” He adds that today there is even greater

power to grv ihg than before, so one must be careful about this.
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R’ Daniel Marinover Shlit’a would say:

     “Yaakov knew that the brothers ‘hated’ Yosef and were jealous of him. He also knew that they could be violent -

as in the case of Shimon and Levi in Shechem. Why, then, did he send Yosef out to check on his brothers all alone?

Because Yaakov knew that Reuven, his bechor, was a ‘protector’ who would not let anything bad happen to Yosef,

since the normal manner in most homes is for the oldest child to take care of the younger ones and if something

happens, the older one gets the blame. Knowing that Reuven would not want to get blamed (cf-zk h"ar), he trusted

that Reuven would ensure that nothing bad would happen to Yosef. Unfortunately, it was exactly at that time that

Reuven was not out in the field with his brothers and was not able to protect Yosef after they threw him in the pit.”

A Wise Man would say:

     “Resentment is like taking poison and hoping the other person dies!”
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    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    oooorrrrppppkkkk    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀aaaa    eeeeiiiiaaaa`̀̀̀    iiiixxxxeeeebbbbnnnn    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀aaaa    aaaawwwwrrrriiii    aaaayyyyiiiieeee((((`̀̀̀----ffffllll))))
     It was at this time - after years of aggravation in the home of Lavan, physical and spiritual battles with Esav, terrible
anguish over the defilement of Dina, and much tzaar gidul banim in raising his twelve sons  - that Yaakov Avinu finally
wished to settle down and learn Torah in peace. But this was not to be for the tragic episode of Mechiras Yosef interrupted
his peace of mind and what ensued was a very long and difficult period in the life of Yaakov Avinu. The Medrash asks: Is it
not enough that a tzaddik experiences serenity in the next world - shall he also wish to feel that peace in this world?
    The Mesilas Yesharim explains that the purpose of man’s existence in this world is to enjoy the radiance of the
Shechina, however, the actual manifestation of this great goal occurs only in the next world. One must work in this world to
pass the tests in his life, perfecting his character traits and striving for excellence in his Avodas Hashem, in order to reach
that ultimate level in the World to Come. The one and only purpose of serenity in this world is to allow a Jew to have peace
of mind to be able to serve Hashem properly. We are never supposed to desire serenity or even request it, for serenity is not
an end unto itself; it simply helps us get to where we want to be. A Jew must ask Hashem to give him the strength - and yes,
the tranquility and peace of mind - he needs to be the best he can be and achieve the most to the best of ability. 
     After 120 years - when one reaches Olam Haba - he can then experience true vuka - serenity and peace, by enjoying the
radiance of the Shechina. Until then he must live by the maxim: One needs to cover ground before the ground covers him!   
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    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmggggppppzzzzddddllll    oooo`̀̀̀nnnniiiieeee    eeeennnnggggppppllll    eeeeiiiizzzzppppaaaa    llllkkkkeeee    eeeeiiiippppaaaa    llllkkkk    eeeennnnwwwwiiiieeee((((ddddllll----ffffllll))))
    The following story was told over by the rabbi of a large and prominent congregation. He remarked that one does not

realize the power of one’s words and its effect on others, and often even a small and innocent comment can generate

shockwaves and repercussions that last for days, months - even generations to come.

     On a typical weekday afternoon, the congregants would gather to daven Mincha, listen to a short dvar Torah from the

Rav, and then daven Maariv before retiring to their homes. It was one such afternoon in the early days of winter and the

rabbi began his prepared remarks with an excited outburst. “Rabbosai, the Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh tells us something

amazing in the area of human emotions. The Torah writes that after Yosef was torn away from his family and sold off to

slavery by an unknown entity, Yaakov Avinu was shown his unique coat of many colors splashed with the blood of a goat.

Immediately assuming it was the blood of his child and that his precious son Yosef was dead, he wailed and mourned

inconsolably for many days. The Ohr HaChaim explains that the rest of Yosef’s children were unsure how to respond.

Why should their father act so inconsolably over one son, when he had so many other sons, daughters and grandchildren

still alive? It was then that they realized that the secret to ‘cheering’ up their father was to surround him with all of his

‘assets’ - his wealth of sons and grandsons, the beauty and grandeur of their large family, the endless nachas and

happiness that they hoped - and in fact - did bring to their patriarch Yaakov; this was what would cheer him up and

console him over the loss of a single son. Alas, it was not to be, for although Yaakov loved all of his children, the loss of

his most beloved Yosef was a dagger to his heart and he felt the grievous hurt and pain for many years to come.”

     The rabbi looked thoughtfully at his congregation and said, “The thought occurred to me that this reaction is very much

in line with the way the Almighty reacts when one of His children is lost to Him. When a single Jew turns away from the

path of Torah and acts as if he is ‘dead’ to his G-d, he does not realize how ‘inconsolable’ Hakadosh Boruch Hu is over the

loss. He mourns for the length of days - not just for a single soul - but for all the future souls that were to come out from

him. It is then up to us - His remaining children - to band together and surround Him, to strengthen ourselves in Torah and

redouble our efforts in mitzvah observance, so as to ease His suffering. By showing Him that we will bring Him nachas,

joy and a firm commitment to Torah, Hashem will be comforted. And yet, just as Yaakov refused to be consoled over

Yosef, Hashem is still in pain over the loss of each and every soul - that is how much each individual Jew means to Him!”

     It wasn’t until the following day that the rabbi realized the effects of his words. A man who had grown up in the

community but had long ago strayed from the path of Torah and religious observance, came to visit the rabbi in his home.

He was wearing a kippah and carried a siddur in his hands - two things he had not been seen doing for many, many years.

     The rabbi was surprised at the sight of this man - and even more so when he began to explain. “Dear rabbi, I have not

seen the inside of a synagogue in so many years that I almost forgot what it looked like. However, yesterday, for the first

time in decades, I decided to honor the memory of my deceased father and say the kaddish prayer for him by the afternoon

prayers. I don’t know why and I cannot explain it - but something drew me into the synagogue yesterday where I heard

your little speech about the importance of every Jewish soul in the eyes of the Almighty.”

     The man had tears in his eyes as his emotions got the better of him. “I never looked at it quite the way you put it

yesterday. I believed that since I turned away from G-d, He would want to have nothing more to do with me. But after a

night of soul-searching, I recognized that you were right and I was wrong! I now know that I, too, am precious in the eyes

of Hashem, and as such, I want to start showing Him why He was right for not giving up on me!”

    The man became a sincere Baal Teshuvah and is now - and for all time - a great source of pride and nachas to his Father

up in Heaven.       

    oooorrrrppppkkkk    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀aaaa    eeeeiiiiaaaa`̀̀̀    iiiixxxxeeeebbbbnnnn    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀aaaa    aaaawwwwrrrriiii    aaaayyyyiiiieeee            ((((`̀̀̀----ffffllll))))

   The Chassid Yaavetz (,uct ahr) writes that Yaakov Avinu

was so holy and so deserving, that the Torah could have

been given to him at Har Sinai. This is just a slight clue as

to Yaakov’s perfection and the level of kedusha he was on.      

     Yaakov Avinu wished to achieve excellence in Torah

and Avodas Hashem. His goal was to reach perfection to

the maximum extent possible in this world and establish a

close relationship with Hashem, a dveikus that could bring

true, meaningful Torah life to the world. Nevertheless,

Hashem did not allow Yaakov to reach his perfection under

peaceful conditions. This would have caused an important

element to be missing from the Torah and his life. 

     R’ Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg Shlit’a says that it is a

mistake to think that success in Torah will grow from a point

of contentment and pleasure. In the midst of hardship, we cry

out to Hashem, and by intensifying our efforts and remaining

steadfast in our learning, we will draw closer to Him. From

mesiras nefesh will come our salvation and success. 

     This is the purpose of Torah; Torah that is Avoda, actual

work, not just plain study. Yaakov Avinu desired a bit of

rest from one ordeal to the next - all for Hashem’s sake, all

for the Torah. Of course, Yaakov had the most honorable

and pure intentions. But Hashem knew exactly what was

best for Yaakov Avinu’s ultimate success in this world and

the next. Hakadosh Boruch Hu decreed twenty-two years

of grief over the loss of his favorite son, and this resulted in

the departure of the Shechina. During those years of

suffering, how much more beloved did Yaakov Avinu

become to Hashem and how much more did Hashem love

Yaakov’s Torah! How much more Yaakov Avinu must have

prayed, and how much more acceptable those prayers were

to Hashem! It was the tough times that made Yaakov Avinu

much greater, wiser, and so much closer to Hashem.

     EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
 ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
      

            ggggiiiillllvvvvnnnn    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    iiiiddddiiiieeee    ssssqqqqeeeeiiii    zzzz`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    iiiiddddiiiieeee                                        
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    iiiixxxxvvvvnnnndddd    eeeeiiiippppcccc`̀̀̀    zzzziiiiaaaaaaaa    iiiiddddiiiieeee                                    ((((aaaa----hhhhllll))))

   The Torah categorizes this posuk into three stages: "hvhu" -
And behold, Hashem was with Yosef; "hvhu" - And behold,
Yosef was successful; "hvhu" - And behold, Yosef was in his
master’s home. This last stage - Yosef in his master’s home

- seems to be out of place. In fact, the order of the posuk

should have taken on the chronological order of events:
First, Yosef arrived in his master’s home, and then, because
Hashem was with him, he became successful.
     R’ Yirmiyahu Flansberg ZT”L (Divrei Yirmiyahu),
provides a deep and inspiring understanding. Yosef had every
reason to be upset, depressed, down on his luck - after all, he
was just a kid when he was whisked away from everything
that he knew and loved. But Yosef also felt the Divine
Presence “pulling strings” for him. The moment he arrived at
the home of Potiphar, he felt as if Hashem was lifting him up,
guiding him in his way and ultimately seeing to his success

in all matters. Thus, before anything else, ";xuh ,t wv hvhu" -
“Hashem was with Yosef” - Yosef felt Hashem in his every
action. As a result, this caused him to be a true "jhkmn aht" -
“a man of success” - not just physically, but emotionally.
Yosef portrayed himself as a “success.” With such a mindset,
Potiphar recognized the greatness of the lad in front of him
and thus brought him in to work for him. He would never
have done so, had Yosef been sad and depressed.
     In these trying days, when people struggle to make ends
meet and parnassah is not easy to come by, a Jew needs to
recognize that in every action he does, Hashem is right there
with him, in a “joint venture” and it is Hashem who will
ultimately see to his success. Not the other way around! If
one cannot find a job, know and believe that Hashem is
with you, and you will find employment! If one has no
money, remember that Hashem wants you to succeed, to be
an "jhkmn aht" and soon, you will find what you need! It is up
to you; it is your own mindset that will make you flourish!    

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: Day after day they sat at the bar and drank themselves

silly - they were dedicated “drinking buddies.” After one

late-night session, obviously inspired by the alcohol in their

gut, they had an idea: the first one to die would come back

in a dream and tell the other what the after-life is like!

    Well, the first one died, and sure enough, he came back

to his buddy in a dream. “Hey, not to worry! Heaven is a

breeze. Just one thing - stay away from whiskey!”

     Whiskey! But he loved whiskey! “You see, when I got

up here, the first question I was asked was, ‘Did you spend

time learning Torah?’ ‘Of course not,’ I told them, ‘I never

had a head for that sort of thing.’ ‘Yes, but didn’t you think

it was important to plan for your future in the next life?’

    ‘Nah, I never thought about the future - just drinking!’ I

said. So they asked me, ‘What did you drink? Wine? Arak?

Whiskey?’ ‘All of the above,’ I responded proudly.

     ‘Well,’ they said, ‘Wine is sweet, Arak is spicy, but

whiskey - that’s just plain bitter. Why drink whiskey?’

   ‘Hah,’ I told them. ‘What do you know? Whiskey may go

down hard, but it warms you up from the inside! What a


