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| is 7N - mountain. For example, the Gemara in Chagigah states that in the
| next world, the Yetzer Hora will appear to the righteous as a mountain.

The Rebbe of the Chasam Sofer, the great Tzaddik R' Nosson Adler

| ZT"L, writes that the primary aim of the Yetzer Hora is to sow

dissension and discord among the nation of Yisroel. On the other hand,
the exact opposite sentiment, that of unity and harmony, prevailed upon

,' the Bnei Yisroel at the time when they stood, as one, at Har Sinai. As
| never before, Klal Yisroel was united in purpose and spirit.

This idea is reflected in the singular form of #ow YN - And he

| encamped, instead of "oW WV - and they encamped. As we find in

Rashi, the people were united "as one man with one heart", "nn T -
before the mountain, meaning to say, they were arrayed against the aims
and aspirations of dissension, resentment and strife that the Yetzer Hora
put in front of them.
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Writing is one of the 39 Av Melachos that has it's origins in activities
performed in the construction of the Mishkan. Writing occurred during
the Mishkan's construction, for the craftsmen would write a number on
each plank to ensure that when the Mishkan was taken apart and then
reassembled, the planks would be put in their original places.

The Melachah of writing pertains to writing letters or numbers in any
language, drawing pictures or sketches, and making any other meaningful
symbol. Under this prohibition, it is forbidden to write even a single

| letter, number, symbol or figure.

It is forbidden to write with any type of instrument. This includes

| those with which one writes manually - such as a pen, pencil or
| paintbrush, chalk, crayon or rubber stamp - and those with which one

writes mechanically - such as a typewriter, computer or word processor.
Writing without an instrument (e.g. finger painting) is also prohibited.

| Making fingerprints is a form of "writing" without an instrument and is

prohibited since a fingerprint is a meaningful figure.




The young, future Rebbe smiled at his questioner and replied, "Just
think about it. What would have happened had our forefathers only heard
the Dibros - the commandments, and not also have seen them at Har
Sinai? It would have have opened up a plausible excuse for the sinners to
declare, 'We heard from the mouth of G-d, the words ,nxmn 5 ,2m 19
90 95', which would mean that stealing, killing or adultery is permitted
provided that one does so 0w DWY - in Heaven's name (w5 -19)! This
would allow them to perpetrate all kinds of Aveiros, 919719, and claim
that they were done for the sake of Hashem!"

Young Yitzchok Meir'l paused for a moment, and then said, "For this
reason, it was absolutely necessary for Hashem to miraculously project
his words at Matan Torah in a way that all of Bnei Yisroel could actually
see them. Thereby, no one could say that what Hashem actually said was
#2131 99" - One may steal L'shem Shomayim, but rather #2131 897 - It is
forbidden to steal, not giving the sinners any kind of legitimate excuse
for their wretched actions!"
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Rashi explains that the Egyptians received the same punishment that
they themselves had meted out. While in Egypt, they had drowned the
newly born Jewish children, and now, quid pro quo, they themselves were
drowned.

The Ba'al Shem Tov finds in this Possuk a universal concept that
transcends its literal meaning. People are punished according to the
sentence they themselves decree. The underlying lesson is that a person is
quick to pass judgement on a fellow man who is guilty of wrongdoing,
and in his mind, he determines the punishment that would be fitting and
Just. In so doing, he is actually passing his own sentence, for he forgets
that he, too, is not altogether blameless.
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One of the descriptions given for the Yetzer Hora, the evil inclination,
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Many great Rabbonim and Tzaddikim of yesteryear were considered
child prodigies - incredible geniuses with a sharp and quick wit. One of
| the most noted prodigies was the great Gerrer Rebbe, R' Yitzchok Meir
ZT"L, the Chiddushei Hari'"'m, who, as a very young child, possessed a
high level of intelligence and a NN and fervor for learning Torah.
Many Talmidei Chachomim and Lamdanim would seek out young
Yitzchok Meir'l, as he was called, to engage him in Torah discussions,
posing difficuit questions and listening with amazement and enjoyment to
his clever and truthful answers.

One such question was once posed to Yitzchok Meir'i: In: the Parshah
of Matan Torah, it says "m"pn DX DX OYN 99V - And the entire
nation viewed the voices and the sounds. The question is, why was it
absolutely necessary for Bnei Yisroel to actually see the sounds - would
it not have been enough had they just heard the M 271 n7wy and
| absorbed it that way? For what reson did they need to see it as well?




