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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A"TORAH" DAY

"nVMYN 927 MY’ - Selected Halachos of Shmittah (13)

Making a Pruzbul (cont.): A Nagging Question. We have
finally reached the end of the year and the time to make a
Pruzbul has arrived. There is a nagging question that should be
addressed. As we mentioned previously, Hillel Hazaken
established the concept of Pruzbul because there were many
people who didn’t want to lend money in the seventh year
(Shmittah) because they were afraid that Shmittah would cancel
their debt. In effect, they were transgressing two issurim
(prohibitions) in the Torah. In order to help them avoid these
issurim and enable the poor to receive loans, Hillel set up
Pruzbul. It would seem that a "wa 932" (one who is concerned
for his soul) who is delighted to give out money for other
mitzvos, like Lulav, Esrog, Matza, etc., and would not transgress
the issurim that Hillel was worried about, should refrain from
using the Pruzbul “crutch.” However, we do not find any
record of Gedolim who did not write a Pruzbul; on the contrary,
we have a lot of recorded information about how the Rabbanim
and Sages did indeed make a Pruzbul. So the question begs to
be asked: Were these people the sort whom Hillel was worried
about that would transgress two issurim? Wouldn’t they want
to fulfill a mitzvah at all costs, at least when affordable?
The Answer. The sefer Hisorerus L’Teshuva (1) answers that
nowadays, the cancellation of debts is only Rabbinic since the
Torah compares it to Yovel which only happens when most of
the Yidden are living in Eretz Yisroel. The reason why the Sages
decreed the cancellation of debts is: "NVMY mm MONUNNOY' -

ﬁﬁﬁ!
Rabbeinu Azarya Figo ZT”L (Binah L’itim) would say:
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the concept of Shmittah should not become forgotten. When one
makes a Pruzbul he has made sure that Shmittah is not forgotten
and therefore there is no reason for a "W H¥2" to be stringent.
Fulfilling a Rare Mitzvah. Notwithstanding the above, the
Ben Ish Chai () records that there was a custom in Baghdad,
Iraq, (where he lived) to actually fulfill the mirzvah of letting a
debt go. After writing a Pruzbul, a person would go to his friend
and each one would lend the other a small coin or a loaf of
bread. They would make up between each other that the time of
payment is an hour before Yom Tov so that it is clearly the type
of debt that will be cancelled by Shmittah. Then, immediately
after Rosh Hashana, each one would come to the other and
offer to pay back the loan, whereby the other person would say
"8 VWY’ - T am cancelling this debt. In this way, they were able
to fulfill a mitzvah in the Torah, without any sort of “‘crutch.”
Questionable Custom. One might ask on the above custom
mentioned by the Ben Ish Chai; How is the receiver of the loan
permitted to hold onto it and not pay it back until after Yo Tov
if they indeed made up to pay it back before Yom Tov? They
should not be allowed to intentionally keep an item that was not
theirs. Well, we have to say that they held that even though they
spoke out that payment is due before Yom Tov, and that made it
possible to be cancelled by Shmittah, they are still not makpid or
particular that it definitely must be this way. Thus, they are
allowed to delay payment, and yet, it is still called “payment due
before Yom Tov.” Perhaps this delicate logic is debatable and
that is why this custom was not prevalent in other places.
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“We are commanded to blow the shofar to bring to mind Akeidas Yitzchok and be remembered favorably on the Day of

Judgment. Why? Because by doing so, we reach the conclusion that it is worth sacrificing all pleasures of life, including life
itself, in order to perform Hashem’s will and obey His commands. By entrenching within ourselves this understanding, we
realize how precious those hours we devote to avodas Hashem really are, and we then feel deep remorse for the many hours
that we wasted. With this in mind we take it upon ourselves to intensify our devotion to Hashem rather than emphasizing
vain pursuits. This recognition of the importance of mitzvos and remorse for the wasted time will itself arouse divine love
and compassion, that He may inscribe us for a good year of extra performance of mitzvos and proper use of our time.”

R’ Chaim Dov Keller Shlit’a (R’Y of Telshe Chicago) would say:

“ony NN 95 VIV PRY OPN 02 NN O’ - On the day of Rosh Hashana, the world attained fulfillment with
the creation of Man. Therefore, on this same day each year, Man must stand before the Divine bar of judgment to
give an accounting of himself. It must be determined if he is that Man for whom all of Creation was designed and
who was its ultimate goal; or if he has fallen short of Divine expectations. And this judgment before which Man must
stand is two-fold. He stands judged as a son of the Almighty and as His subject - '©72y> oX 0»25ON.”

R’ Meir Horowitz of Dzikov ZT”L (Imrei Noam) would say:
“Dipping the apple in honey is a segula for children since 'man’ (apple) and 12719’ have the same gematria (494).”
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As the holy Day of Judgment approaches, we are all
busy making our final preparations for this great event.
Not just the physical preparations - new clothing, haircuts,
cooking, cleaning - but the MAJOR preparation for Rosh
Hashana which must take place in our MINDS! That is
something we can do anywhere, assuming that we are in
our right minds! Hmmm .... this is certainly an interesting
expression. Did you ever wonder what it means to be “in
your right mind”? What is considered being in your
“wrong mind?” It may sound shallow and frivolous, but in
truth, the answer to this question is the answer to life.
Why? Because life is about thinking the “right” thoughts
and making the “right” choices - IN YOUR MIND!

R’ Simcha Bunim of P’shischa ZT”’L discusses how
a person can be successful on Rosh Hashana. He says that
in the Yom Tov liturgy we say, "pwyn nonn ovn m" - This
is THE DAY, the beginning of Your handiwork. The way
to do Teshuva and truly be able to grow is to see each day
as THE DAY - the beginning of something new. Writes
the Rebbe, R’ Bunim, the reason a shofar must be one
tefach (handsbreadth) long or at the very least, a fefach
sticks out when the Baal Tokea blows it, is symbolic of the
words of Dovid HaMelech in Tehillim, nnmn) mnav mn’
(1-02) " - “You have made my days as tefachos.” When
one is measuring something that is very long, he holds a
measuring tape in his hand. He measures one meter and
then another meter and then another meter - one increment

at a time. All he has in his hand, at any given time, is JUST
ONE METER, even if what he is measuring is 100 meters
long! And so it is with our lives. Man lives 70, 80, up to
120 years - but when Hashem “measures” him, He does it
in tefachos, small minute handsbreaths. He looks at each
individual person and judges him or her by THE DAY. On
the one hand, we are judged on Rosh Hashana and on the
other we are "Dy 522 " - “judged every day.” How is this
possible? Because on Rosh Hashana, our circumstances
are decided - but each and every day we decide how we
will handle the circumstances! If we will choose the “right”
frame of mind and make a choice to have a positive
attitude to our situation, then we have chosen LIFE and
measured up in the eyes of Hashem. If we do not make the
“right” choice ..... let’s not even think about it!

It is important that we view each day as an individual
unit - "oy M". Forget about what happened yesterday and
don’t focus on tomorrow. Try to live TODAY to the fullest
because that is the way Hashem judges us .... tefach by
tefach ... measure by measure .... day by day. The tefach of
the shofar should remind us that the way to fulfill, yov"
"0WYN - “Beautify your deeds” is by living each day
individually and to the fullest.

"PYYN NoNN 0w M - Rosh Hashana is THE DAY, the
beginning of Hashem’s handiwork, but every single DAY is
the beginning of ours! Let us make the most of it! A gut
gebensht yur to everyone .... may you be blessed day by day.

(mhe ) ... TR0 UpET 2w 25T

How should a person serve Hashem on Rosh Hashana?
The Dubno Magid, R’ Yaakov Krantz ZT”’L gives us a
parable to answer this question. Our situation is comparable
to that of a poor man with a son who was endowed with all
kinds of abilities. He wanted to find a wife for his son and
see him happy. However, he needed money for that to
happen, and the poor fellow had very little of it!

One day, a wealthy man came to him and said, “I’ve
spoken with your son, and I like him very much. I have a
daughter who has many fine character traits, and I'm ready
to take your son as my son-in-law. I'm also willing to take
care of all expenses for the wedding ... almost everything.
All you have to do is make your son a proper suit. That’s
it!” The poor man exclaimed, “Excellent! However I don’t
even have a penny, not even for a suit.”

“I’m not offering more,” said the wealthy man. “You
have to do something for your part.”

“Give me ten days to see what I can do,” said the poor
man. The wealthy man agreed. The poor man began
knocking on doors asking for money but nobody gave him a

thing. Filled with bitterness, he returned home a beaten man.

Later that day, the wealthy man received a knock on his
door. His servant answered and who should walk through
the door but the poor father of the groom-to-be!

“Already?” the wealthy man asked. “You’ve already
found enough money?” “No, not really,” was the reply.

“Then why are you here?’ he shot back. “You still have
ten more days!”

“True,” the poor man said. “I really wanted to return in
ten days with money for my son’s suit. However, because I
know that it will be impossible for me to find it, I’ve come
to you now - not as a future in-law, but as a poor man who
has come to a wealthy man with a generous heart. I beg
you, please open your hand and give me a donation!”

The message of this parable is that we are like this poor
man. We are the ones who have a large amount to collect,
in other words, we ask Hashem to forgive all the sins that
we have committed, we ask for a good and joyous year.
But we cannot pay in mitzvos and good deeds, not even for
one single day of joy!

However, there exists a wonderful solution to our problem.

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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something for his fellow Jewish brethren. In 1497, he made a public announcement: on Sunday, the 5th of September, he
would personally lead the Royal Orchestra of Barcelona in a brand-new concert of his own composition. The pieces he’d
written were unlike anything ever heard in Spain before. It was, he declared, to be a celebration of native peoples and
their cultures. Every instrument ever invented around the world, no matter how far away, would be represented.

Excitement filled the air and anticipation for this great event was at an all-time high. On concert day, the orchestra
hall was filled. The “who’s who” of Barcelona was in attendance. Many of those were Marranos, like Don Aguilar, but
the fact that so many of these people came to the concert apparently didn’t arouse anyone’s suspicions.

Don Aguilar’s music was inspiring. True to his word, the audience heard from a wide range of instruments. There
were bells and horns, stringed instruments and an array of different drums. Then, in the middle of the concert, a musician
with the orchestra stepped forward and took the stage. He was holding an unusual instrument: a ram’s horn.

The musician, a secret Jew handpicked for this task by none other than Don Aguilar himself, put the ram’s horn to his
lips, and began to blow. He blew long blasts, followed by intermediate notes and then short staccato bursts. In fact, they
were Tekiah, Shevarim, Teruah. Each note of the shofar service rang out throughout the hall, one hundred notes in all.
Most of the audience applauded it as a virtuoso performance of an unfamiliar instrument. But to the secret Jews in the
audience, Don Aguilar’s “music” gave them their first chance in years to fulfill the mitzvah of hearing the shofar.

Because September 5, 1497, was the first of Tishrei, 5258 - the first day of Rosh Hashana.

Little is known of Don Aguilar. Some say he was arrested soon after the concert and executed in secret, so that news
of his exploits would not become public. Others maintain he lived to an old age, continuing to live a Jewish life.

All that is known is his amazing actions on Rosh Hashana, over 500 years ago, when for one evening he allowed an entire
secret Jewish community fulfill the mitzvah of hearing the shofar. (R’ Eliyahu Ki-Tov, Book of our Heritage)

(b BETe ) . BV PO IR @R P 53 fmsrd e pn

On the first day of Rosh Hashana, the Baal Tokea in one of the smaller shtieblach in the city of Tolna, Poland, was
having an excruciatingly difficult time blowing the shofar. He blew and blew, trying shofars of numerous sizes and shapes,
but as much as he tried, he was barely able to elicit an audible sound. Many were disappointed and wished to replace him
for the next day’s shofar blowing and a battle brewed. It was decided to bring the question before the Rav himself.

R’ Duvid’l Twersky of Tolna ZT”’L listened quietly and asked a few questions about the kehilla and the Baal Tokea
himself. Then he rendered his ruling: “It is not necessary to remove the Baal Tokea from his post. Just tell him to take his
Talis off his head when he blows.” The Baal Tokea did as he was told and the next day his tekios were much better.

Inevitably, R’ Duvid’l explained. “The Satan was blocking him from blowing properly the first day because he
thought the man was a big Tzaddik. When he took the Talis off his head and the Satan saw who it was, he let him be!”

(A BT 17ES F9ER) .. ORI ISR 2R TSN TIEN WM WM PN 3
The Yamim Noraim tefillos in the Chevron Yeshivah in Jerusalem was always a rousing experience. Opening the Beis
Medrash door on Rosh Hashana felt as though he were standing on the brink of a fiery furnace. The Shemona Esrei
sounded just the way it is described in the Shulchan Aruch: not spoken aloud, but rather in a hum, trembling and prolonged.
Krias HaTorah was unhurried and articulate and the shmuess before shofar blowing, given by the Rosh Yeshivah, R’
Yechezkel Sarna ZT”’L, was awe-inspiring, leaving the tzibbur with an almost palpable wave of fear and trembling.

And then came the highlight of the davening. The famed Maggid of Jerusalem, R’ Sholom Schwadron ZT”’L would
begin the Musaf prayer. His fervent prayer drew every heart after it, so that by the time it was over, each individual felt
satisfied to the depths of his being. R’ Sholom was all melody. When he merged with the prayer, and the two merged
with the Day of Judgment, and the three merged with a melody that derived directly from the heart, an incomparable
symphony formed. He cried easily, with the simple longing of a baby parted from its mother. In his rendition of the
various tefillos, R’ Sholom’s davening captured the essence of supplication. He achieved a unique and unforgettable
mixture of tranquility and trembling awe. It was a Musaf that thousands of students carried with them into the coming
year, and still carry - up to this very day! While davening, R’ Sholom was no different than he was in his renowned
sermons. His innate sweetness was present throughout, punctuated by bouts of stormy tears. He radiated a spiritual joy in
the tefillah that naturally transmitted itself to the other worshipers. The melodies he employed were not his own; he drew
tunes from famous baalei tefillah, among them R’ Eliyahu Porush, R’ Chaim Menachem Mendelson, R’ Shlomo Zimbalist,
and R’ Hirsch Kupshitz. He would begin without much in the way of melody, gradually introducing the music at different
points in the service. But the tears, and the special stamp that said “R’ Sholom,” were present from the very start.

One evening, a few days before Rosh Hashana, R’ Sholom’s brother-in-law, R Avraham Dov Auerbach ZT”L,
entered the Schwadron home. He saw at once that R’ Sholom was absorbed in introspection, preparation for the Day of




