
     a'ubfak hutu gark hut 'vbnh, ohbujv icutr kds ovk ihfunxu :h"ar
u,sgu jre og aht ohanju ohh,tnu orhctu i,s ovn uek lfk

 :varpv lanvcu /o,eukjnc ovng ufanbaifanv hbpk ohbujvu
/wufu uhbcu irvtu van vjrzn sgun kvt hbpk vnseihfunxu :h"arcu 

cuy ehsmk cuy 'ikuczu rfaah uhkg ohbujvu 'vsuvh vbjn kds ovk
vru,c ohkusd uagb vru,c exug vhva van ka uhbfa uhva hpk 'ubfak
hatr oh,tn wudu vbhc hgsuh rfaah hbcnu heeujn vsuvh rntba

 /rpux ycac ohfaun iukucznu ,utrsvbx
kg itf ohrcsn tkv hf 'aht kf ,t ohchhjn ukt k"zj hrcs vbv    
ovk sng tk f"pgtu 'iurtv htaubn ohauseu ohehsm uhva ,ve yca
upjxb hrv gar habtk ohcureu ohfunx o,uhvcu 'o,ushxju o,uesm
juepk sjt kf lhrm vnf /ughdva itk ughdvu garv vagn rjt ov od
'ohcuy ohabt ,crec eru lt shn, tmnhvk stn rvzhvku uhbhg ,t
;tu 'ohnkau ohtrh ohabt oa ohkkp,n rat ,xbf ,hcc er kkp,ha
obht rat ohabt ukt ihc cahk tka g"t runah unmg ,xbf ,hc u,utc

/vgrv o,sumnc u"j ap,h tka hsf vkhp,v gmntc rcskn ohrvzb
uhct og xbfb vumn rcv hbpk rgb u,uhvca sjt aht hk rphx    

 kmt lrc,vkg"hz rudn ktrah ,hcv e"vrvinz lan kf ygnfu '
og eru lt rcj,vk ,urhvzv kg ung rcskn ehxpv tk ukmt o,uva
srh tku lf kf ihcv tk rgb u,uhvc zt hf vkv hk rphxu 'ohcuy ohrcj
khmtv hcrv hf uhbhgc ,utrk jfub ohnhv ,ucrc lt 'u,gs ;uxk chyhv
uchkk zt uxbfba ,ubucrsf uhrcscu 'r,uhc vcuajv vfrcv ,t uhkg

 /ohbav lanc hbjurv ush,g kf ,t khmv
obhta ohabt og rcj,vkn unmg ,t rnua tuva sck vzc hs tku     
habtu ohehsmv kt cre,vk uhhj ,ndn ohaha ,tz od ;t tkt 'ohbudv
'o,ru, hrcs gunak 'o,crec tmnhvk ,ubnszv kf apjk 'vkgnv
'vnhka vru, ovc ah rat ovhhj ,ujrutu o,fukv, rjt ibuc,vk

/,uhunfj,v oua hkc ykjun kuyhcc o,dvbv ,j, unmg ,t kychu
,t ofu,c ahravku humrvu rahv lrsc ubhtmtm lbjk vfzbu wv i,h     
/u,ru,c ohkngu uh,uumn hnhhenku wv hscugk ubh,frgvu ubh,uchcj ksud

v   'ycau yca kf hbc rpxn vru,v vc,fa rjt gusn 'ihcvk lhr
 wg) ogv kf ka kkufv rpxnv ,t vc,fu vrzji"cnrc?(vzc cahha vn 

    c) wiugn rhawsfbk(wrpux o,jwv wikkfwc h"bc ihhbn c,fba 'cahhn 
'unmg hbpc odu 'kkfv og vbnb ,uhvk ostk cuya 'znrk hsf wiyrpwcu
,ufz idha 'ohehsmv og ohkkufn ot ohtfz obhtk ,ufz ah hf"
uhvh tka 'unmgk sjt kf ohbnb ot ohtfzk ,ufzu 'ovhkg ohehsmv
vn osevc sug cahhnu /"i,chxc uabghhu 'vrhcg hrcug og ohkkfb
rnte tres iuhf 'ihaen ah" '(wn inhx ohjxp hcrg) a"trv vaeva

/"ouh ohgcrtu ga, tkt ihbun ubt iht vnk wouh ohahnj urpx,w
',hghcav ,cav ,rjnn sgw euxpv arpk ihejus ah"a tv thcnu     
'hte vhr,cs wo,crevuwt ouh ohahnj 'b"t /wurpx, 'ohahnj ouh tuva
ouhca ubhhv) ouh ohanj 'kkfc sg tku 'urpx, ,cav ,rjnn sgw 'e"vu

vu /"wvk vasj vjbn o,crevu '(wbvwrfaah hbcw'ixhb asuj hrntn) 
uca ouh vzhtk vpmnv aht 'iuhnsf" ,tza 'cahhn (t"h ,ut 'c"h rntn
u,eua, lu,na ohnh vnf inzv ejrnc tuv ouhv u,utu 'r,uhc dbg,h

ouh u,ut kt og kmt if 'tuvv ouhv sg uk urtaba ohnhv ,t rpux tuv
u,ut kt u,eua, lu,n 'wvru, i,n ouh-ohahnjv ouhwk vpmnv ktrah

w wgu) "wvru, i,n ouhw u,ut sg urtaba ohnhv ,t rpux tuv 'ouhlubhj/(w
ka u,eua,a iuhfa 'wouh ohahnj urpx,w ,buuf rtcn tuv v,gnu     
i,n ouh-ohahnjv ouhw kt thv 'rnugv ,rhpx hnh y"nc ktrah og
vshjhf ohahnjv ouhu vrhpxv hnh y"n ,t chajvk vchx ,tz 'wvru,
urpx,w ,buuf rtcn a"trv kct /"wouh ohahnj urpx,w rntb ifku ',jt
',jt ,ujp ,hrhag oufxk ihhbnv ghdnaf 'trenv lrss" wouh ohahnj

/"wufu sjtv iurxj kg jhdan ubhtu ',hrhag iucajc u,ut vbun
kf ka kkufv rpxn od vru,v vc,f gusn wiugn rhawv cahhn v,gnu
ihgsuh ubhhv tk 'ycau yca kf hbc rpxn er ,c,uf v,hv ota" 'ogv
vnf rpxnna 'rnuk ohkufh ubhhvs 'ogv kf ka ehusnv rpxnv ,t
kct 'wsjtv iurxj kg jhdan ubhtw vru,vu 'sjt rxj vhv ohycavn
urpxn ,t ihgsuh ubt 'ogv kf ka kkufv rpxn od vc,fa v,gn

/"cu,fv rpxnvn rxj ubht sjtn r,uha htsuc hrva 'ehusnv

(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)

   AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL        AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL        AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL        AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL     
    JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!    JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!    JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!    JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!

Chacham Rabbeinu Yosef Chaim of Bagdad ZT”L (Ben Ish Chai) would say:axd z`n                                                                                             zexxerzd ixace miig igwl  mely `"hily lxrt
reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp                                                                                              yny zia w"wa mixyin cibn

    llllkkkk    eeeeiiiiddddiiiieeee    mmmmiiiiyyyyiiiinnnnggggeeee    zzzzeeee`̀̀̀nnnn    yyyynnnnggggeeee    mmmmiiiittttllll`̀̀̀    zzzzyyyyllllyyyyeeee    ssssllll`̀̀̀    zzzzeeee`̀̀̀nnnn    yyyyyyyy    mmmmiiiicccceeeewwwwttttdddd    ----    ((((eeeennnn----`̀̀̀))))nnnnllll    jjjjxxxxeeeevvvvmmmmrrrrdddd    llllkkkk    llllyyyy    lllllllleeeekkkkdddd    xxxxttttqqqqnnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmbbbb    zzzzeeeepppp

zayl zexp zwlcd      * 8:00 - 
8:35 -  ̀ "n/rny z`ixw onf    

`"xbd/rny z`ixw onf     9:11 -
 10:25 - `"xbd / dlitz onf seq 

8:19 - zayd meil dngd zriwy  
9:09 - aixrn /k"d`v w"yven   

    mz epiax zhiyl/k"d`v -9:31

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaazzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeecccccccccccccccccccccyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyytttttttttttttttttttttxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnncccccccccccccccccccccaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx yazwecytxyzancax

(3) c:d hkan (2) dh:c trehu - vru,v kg l"a (1)
cf:yf ohrcs 'sf:jh ,hatrc ihhg (4) dh:c trehu

 *6666::::44446666    ----    ddddggggppppnnnndddd    bbbbllllttttwilcny in) 
zlaw mvr onfn xg`l oi` mcwen
(["dlk i`ea" xn`iyn]  zayd

oeiq yceg mikxan zay
(iriax mei) j`eehin :clen

 PMmiwlg 10 hin 2:12 

d"r dnly mdxa` 'x za lgx `yix ezirxe l"f 'iaeh 'x oa xzl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x znyp ielirl    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Shabbos Parshas Bamidbar
- `"ryz xii` c"k            ----    xxxxnnnneeeerrrraaaa    hhhh""""llll                    May 28, 2011

zcearl mc`d z` xxerl miyexite zepirx                                                                  v"dbd  odkd l`ilnb iaxuiaepiax`"hily 
z`n oeghae dpen`a zewfgzde z"iyd                                                            w"dir milyexia minyd xry zaiyi y`x

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddppppnnnniiiizzzz    ooookkkkyyyynnnndddd    jjjjxxxxiiii    llllrrrr    eeeeppppggggiiii    zzzzddddwwww    iiiippppaaaa    zzzzeeeeggggttttyyyynnnn((((hhhhkkkk----bbbb))))eeeeppppkkkkyyyyllll    aaaaeeeehhhh    wwwwiiiiccccvvvvllll    aaaaeeeehhhh    ----    
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  “In the end,” said R’ Shach, “I made it in the ‘wilderness’!”

llllyyyynnnnpppp: Traveling for forty years in the desert wilderness

was a daunting feat, however, Hashem saw to it this way

so that the young nation of Israel can grow into its own.

  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (11)

Salt on Table (cont.) Last week we began to explain how salt

on the table elevates one’s meal and his eating table, making it

the proper pipeline to bring down a good parnassa. We

mentioned the two reasons of the Poskim for having salt on the

table: 1) To dip the Hamotzie bread into salt and make it more

tasty, which is a honor for the beracha. 2) To make the table

like the alter in the Bais Hamikdash which always had salt on it.

Other Reasons for Salt on the Table.  The Shach (1) (a Talmid

of the Arizal - not the Shach found in Shulchan Aruch) on

Chumash Vayikra cites ten  reasons for having salt on the table.

Salt Symbolizes Torah. "jkn" (salt) is the same letters as

"ojk" (bread), which refers, in many places in Tanach, to

Torah study: "hnjkc unjk ufk" (2). The word ",hrc" is written

with regard to salt (3), just as with Torah. Just as the world

cannot exist without salt (in pre-refrigeration days, food

could only be preserved with salt), so too, the world cannot

exist without the preservative of Torah. Having bread on the

table reminds us to speak words of Torah at a meal.      

Salt reminds us that just as we sit at the table to feed our

bodies, we must also feed our ,unab (souls) with Torah study.

Salt reminds us of the city of Sodom, that was destroyed

with sulfer and salt (4) because they did not share their wealth

with guests. Lot’s wife turned into a pillar of salt for not

1)

2)

3)

They received the Torah in the wilderness and they studied

it to the exclusion of all other pursuits in the wilderness. A

“Midbar” can be a scary place for some, but for those with a

strong fortitude, it can teach character and how to grow. 

  `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzaaaadddd`̀̀̀    llllddddwwwwcccc    aaaaxxxx 

offering to give salt to her guests. Salt on the table reminds

us not to be like the people of Sodom, but rather to share

what we have on our table with others.

Salt reminds us of sea water from which salt comes from.

     Before proceeding, it is worthwhile to study the words of the

Medrash (Bereshis Raba 5:3). When Hashem separated the

upper waters from the lower waters on the second day of

Creation, the lower waters complained that they were forced to

exist so far from Hashem. The Medrash writes that they decided

to rebel and burst through to the top waters. Hashem shouted at

them and they fell back into their place. However, since they

attempted to show honor by trying to rise closer to Hashem, He

rewarded them with the following: Any salt that will emanate

from the lower waters will be placed on the jczn, as well as on

every Jewish table; this salt will serve as a preservative for the

entire world; the upper waters will not sing shira until the lower

waters do so first. What do they sing? "wv ournc rhst". 
    Another Medrash quoted in the Shach states that the first

creation to sing shira to Hashem was the sea. Hashem was

pleased and declared that if the sea, which has no actual mouth,

can sing shira, certainly when man will be created, he will sing

shirah. However, when the generations of Enosh and the Dor

Hamabul did not sing shira, Hashem became angry with them

and destroyed them with water.  To be continued........                                  

4)
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    “In the posuk (c-c) wktrah hbc ubjh o,uct ,hck ,,tcw - do not read the word as w,,tcw (symbols) but rather w,uh,utcw -
(letters) to the house of their fathers. The total number of letters in the names of the Avos - Avraham, Yitzchok and

Yaakov - equals 13, which corresponds to the gematria of the word wsjtw (13). Thus, the Torah teaches us that the

manner of wktrah hbc ubjhw - how the Jewish people lived with each other was with true ,usjt - unity and harmony.”

R’ Meir Horowitz ZT”L of Dzikov (Imrei Noam) would say:

     “wutan ktu u,sucg kg aht aht o,t unau utch uhbcu irvtw (yh-s) - Aharon Hakohen and his sons would assign each Levi

his designated task in carrying the mishkan. This is also a remez to the Tzaddik in our day who is looked upon by

his followers to guide him on the proper path. He must assign him wu,sucg kgw - in areas of Ruchnius, of Torah and

Avodas Hashem, as well as wutan ktw - in his Gashmius needs, to carry the ‘burden’ of his labor as a good Jew.”   

A Great Torah Personality is quoted as saying:

    “The essence of the attribute of wsuvw (splendor) reflects a Jew’s inner beauty. The greatest expression of ‘Hod’ is

on the thirty-third day of the Omer, which is referred to as wsuvca suvw. This corresponds to the day of Lag Baomer,

the very day that Rabban Shimon Bar Yochai revealed the innermost beauty and deepest secrets of the Torah. ”
SPONSORED BY THE SCHLOSSER FAMILY IN HONOR OF THEIR CHILDREN 
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HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



    mmmmiiiinnnnyyyyaaaayyyy    jjjjiiiiaaaa`̀̀̀    ooooeeeevvvvxxxx    zzzzeeeeyyyyrrrrllll    ....................    xxxxnnnnppppkkkk    ffffrrrr    iiiieeeedddd    ((((bbbbkkkk----dddd    zzzzeeeeaaaa`̀̀̀    iiiiwwwwxxxxtttt))))
     The word "suxh" means foundation and we know that a building is only as tall and strong as its foundation. So too, a Jew

can only grow in Torah and middos as much as he develops his own middah of yesod. What is this middah that our yiddishk-

eit depends on? R’ Avraham Pam ZT”L quotes the posuk: (zp ohkv,) "a« &s«e h 'r (r )v (C «u, +sUx(h" -  “His foundation in the mountains

of holiness.” This refers to the two mountains which play a pivotal role in the formation of the essence of Klal Yisroel. 

     Hashem told Avraham Avinu to slaughter his beloved son on Har Hamoria. Without a hint of doubt, Avraham

displayed extraordinary love and devotion to Hashem by nullifiying his own will to the will of his Creator. On this

mountain, we were taught to follow Hashem’s command even if it means giving up one’s life al Kiddush Hashem. 

     Upon Har Sinai, we were given the Torah. We were told exactly what we must do to fulfill the will of Hashem. After all,

the six-hundred-and-thirteen commandments are really 613 ways to come closer to Hashem. By following the Torah and

keeping it’s laws, we become Hashem’s beloved children whose purpose of existence is to live al Kiddush Hashem. 

     The middah of “Yesod” is the middah of Yosef Hatzadik. Yosef became a tzadik by putting aside his own emotions and

feelings and focusing on the most important thing, the foundation of it all: "okug suxh ehsm" - a righteous man is the foundation

of the world. A righteous man is one who knows how to live al Kiddush Hashem and yet is willing to die al Kiddush

Hashem because the purpose of his life is only to do the will of Hashem. Let us achieve this level and become tzadikim.

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ccccrrrreeeennnn    lllldddd`̀̀̀aaaa    iiiippppiiiiqqqq    xxxxaaaaccccnnnnaaaa    ddddyyyynnnn    llll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    xxxxaaaacccciiiieeee((((`̀̀̀----`̀̀̀))))

Adapted from “A Solider and an 

Old Woman” by Ruchama Feuerman

''''eeeekkkkeeee    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    eeeeppppggggiiii    mmmmzzzzeeeeaaaa`̀̀̀    zzzziiiiaaaallll    zzzzzzzz`̀̀̀aaaa    eeeellllbbbbcccc    llllrrrr    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀((((aaaa----aaaa))))    
     June 6, 1967. The second day of the Six-Day War. As nightfall descended on the second day of intense battles

between the forces of Israel and a host of Arab countries intent on its destruction, a contingent of Israeli paratroopers

fighting near the Old City were forced to take cover in a shelter in a Jerusalem neighborhood. The shelter was crammed.

Groups of children, mothers, old men and women packed inside the bunker alongside the soldiers. People looked

frightened and bereft. The government had imposed a news black-out so that Arab countries wouldn’t be able to figure

out their positions. And the news, originating from Jordan, Egypt and Syria, was enough to induce hysteria: calls for the

total elimination of Israel; calls for the Arab hordes to push the fledgling State of Israel into the sea. Things looked so

bad, that Israelis converted public parks into mass graves, in preparation for the expected casualties.

    As one soldier sat there in the bunker, hopeless and uncertain, he saw an old woman slowly make her way over to him.

    “Excuse me,” she said, standing at his side. She held a satchel in her arms.

    He lifted his eyes. “Yes, Doda. What is it?”

     “Tomorrow, when you go to the Old City you will go to the Kosel Hamaaravi.” He shook his head at the absurdity.

There were no plans to liberate the Old City. First, they were fighting just to hold their positions. And second, who could

even think of “liberation” at a time when they were literally hanging on for their very survival?

    The old woman looked at him, steady-eyed. “You will go,” she said, not as if she were trying to convince him, but as

if relaying a simple fact. “I have a favor to ask you.” She reached into her satchel and took out a flag. White, with a blue

Magen Dovid on it. From the way she touched it, it was clear the flag had some personal meaning for her. “Please, when

you go, take this flag. When you get to the area of the Temple Mount, hang it up.” She held out the flag. 

    The soldier repeated, “Doda, you don’t understand, we are not going into the Old City.” But she wouldn’t listen to him.

     “Please,” she said hoarsely. “Do me this favor.” He shrugged again. Why was he arguing with this old woman? Let him

take the flag, let him make an old woman feel good. He could always get rid of it later.

    The next day, at the crack of dawn, fighting resumed. Contrary to everyone’s expectations, the Israeli army entered

and liberated the Old City. Defense Minister Moshe Dayan had ordered his troops not to enter East Jerusalem; however,

upon hearing that the United Nations was about to declare a ceasefire, he changed his mind, and without cabinet

clearance, decided to capture it. With lightning speed, paratroopers entered the Old City via the Lion’s Gate. The intense

battle for the Old City was fought mostly by paratroopers, who fought the Jordanian defenders street-by-street. The

Israeli High Command had sent orders not to use heavy armor in the Old City since this was a holy area and the

government wanted to leave it intact. With Divine assistance,  the soldiers reclaimed the Old City and the Western Wall.

    Sure enough, the soldier’s unit ended up at the Temple Mount. Jubilation, mixed with tears of emotion, as he and his

fellow soldiers approached the Kosel Hamaaravi. After a short prayer, he suddenly remembered the flag and the old

woman’s words. Yes, he would do it, he would! He enlisted two buddies, and together they draped the flag over the

grating on the upper left side of the Wall, and there they hoisted and hung the Israel flag for all the world to see.

    After the war, the soldier’s commanding officer singled him out and asked, “What were you thinking when you

hoisted the flag?” The soldier answered, “I was thinking that this was the answer to 2,000 years of Jewish suffering.”

    There, in Israel’s darkest moment, outnumbered and surrounded by enemies, one old woman saw what no one else could.

The banner of Israel is eternal - it will never be taken from us. There are two kinds of prophecy. One that predicts the future,

and one that makes the future.
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                    xxxxttttqqqqnnnnaaaa    mmmmzzzzeeeeaaaa`̀̀̀    zzzziiiiaaaallll    mmmmzzzzggggttttyyyynnnn    llllrrrr    eeeecccclllliiiizzzziiiieeee
    mmmmzzzzllllbbbbllllbbbbllllddddllllrrrrnnnneeee    ddddppppyyyy    mmmmiiiixxxxyyyyrrrr    ooooaaaannnn    zzzzeeeennnnyyyy                                    ((((ggggiiii----`̀̀̀))))

     At a celebration in the Sharab, the ancient Jewish

quarter in the city of Taizz, Yemen, many of the prominent

members of the Jewish community came together for a

grand feast. The wine flowed freely and the atmosphere

was festive. At one point, the conversation focused on the

rich history of the Sharab, and the many great men who

had lived there throughout the generations.

    The Rav of the Sharab, Chacham Yosef Algamal ZT”L,

also had his fill to drink and had not realized how great of a

pedigree the Sharab held. When one person brought out a

book of lineage (ihxjuh rpx) in which a detailed account of

every Chacham and Parnas in his family was listed, dating

back over 3,000 years, he immediately became concerned.

     “What will the Arabs say if they see this? That the Jews

think they’re greater because they have a richer history?

You know what will happen? They will come in and bruta-

lize us! They will kill and destroy our city once and for all!”   

     The Chacham’s words - perhaps spoken in haste and

with an unclear head - wholly frightened the people, who

were constantly subjected to torment by the authorities, to

the point that they agreed to burn the old book right then and

there so as not to inflame the Arabs and cause a problem.

    The next day, when the wine had worn off, the men saw

what they had done. A great cry went up in the Sharab for in

a temporary lapse of judgment, they had wiped out any

record of their long and prestigious heritage!

     Every single Jew is a walking “Book of Lineage!” By

virtue of his ancestry combined with his present actions, he

represents a rich lineage that dates back thousands of years.

How careful must every Jew be to protect that heritage, not

to lapse in his Avodas Hashem, for all it takes is a mistake in

judgment - and he can send that glorious yichus up in smoke!  

     EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
 ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

      

                xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiidddd    lllleeeeggggkkkk    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    xxxxttttqqqqnnnn    ddddiiiiddddeeee                            
    xxxxttttqqqqiiii    ̀̀̀̀ lllleeee    ccccnnnniiii    ̀̀̀̀ llll                ((((`̀̀̀----aaaa    rrrryyyyeeeedddd    ----    xxxxaaaaccccnnnnaaaa    zzzzxxxxhhhhttttdddd))))

     The posuk in this week’s Haftorah states: “The number of

Bnei Yisroel shall be like that of the sands of the sea, which

cannot be measured nor counted.” At first glance, this posuk

seems to contradict itself: it speaks of a “number” that

cannot be counted. How can this be? Chazal explain that

when the Jewish people obey Hashem’s will, then He will

bestow His blessings upon them, such, that no number can

count them. When they do not perform Hashem’s will, they

can be counted. A number of questions arise: How can it

be that the first half of the posuk speaks of one situation

whereas the second half speaks of the exact opposite one?

Additionally, the posuk appears to describe the time of

redemption, when Bnei Yisroel will all be doing Hashem’s

will. Furthermore, if the nation does not obey Hashem’s

will, and thus their number is finite, how is it possible that

when Moshiach arrives, suddenly they cannot be numbered? 

    The Chid’a, Rabbeinu Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai

ZT”L, explains that when a Jew sins, he literally minimizes

and diminishes himself, whereas doing a mitzvah act, such

as kindness, Torah and tefilah, elevates the individual. The

moment a person obeys Hashem's will, or displays remorse

over the past, with a genuine commitment to improve in the

future, his Jewish soul bursts forth from its confinement,

and becomes several times greater than it had been. Indeed,

there is a number that can count him, but qualitatively, he

has multiplied many times over by performing teshuvah -

he is now a soul “which cannot be measured nor counted.” 

    In a business sense, if one hears of a no-risk investment

that guarantees a ten percent annual profit, every financial

advisor will warmly recommend it. 20% - amazing; 30% -

unheard of. Here we deal with our neshamos. And not ten

percent; many times over! All it takes is a real teshuva!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: When R’ Elazar M. Shach ZT”L mentioned to R’

Chaim Ozer Grodzensky ZT”L that he wished to move to

Israel, he told him, “What for? It is a barren wilderness!” 

    As a leader of his generation, R’ Chaim Ozer felt that it

was imperative for teachers of Torah to stay with their

flocks especially during the difficult period of the rise of

Communism. But R’ Shach had already made up his mind,

and notified R’ Chaim Ozer that he was indeed leaving.

  When R’ Shach arrived in Israel in 1940, he had no way of

earning a living. The small Torah community in Jerusalem

gg

could not possibly provide decent jobs for all the Torah

scholars coming to Israel. R’ Shach began to think that R’

Chaim Ozer was right in calling Israel a barren wilderness,

and a person could not be choosy in earning a living in the

wilderness. In the end, he took a job in a subpar institution.

    Unhappy where he was, R’ Shach went to speak to the

Chazon Ish. When asked about earning a living, he replied,

“Leave, and if the Heavenly Court calls you to order for

giving up a place in which you could earn a living, tell them

that you had no interest in earning a living from such a place!”

“In the end,” R’ Shach concluded, “I managed even in the
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