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“In the end,” said R’ Shach, ‘I made it in the ‘wilderness’!”
Swm: Traveling for forty years in the desert wilderness
was a daunting feat, however, Hashem saw to it this way
so that the young nation of Israel can grow into its own.

A SERIES IN HALACHA w»b3

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (11
Salt on Table (cont.) Last week we began to explain how salt
on the table elevates one’s meal and his eating table, making it
the proper pipeline to bring down a good parnassa. We
mentioned the two reasons of the Poskim for having salt on the
table: 1) To dip the Hamotzie bread into salt and make it more
tasty, which is a honor for the beracha. 2) To make the table
like the alter in the Bais Hamikdash which always had salt on it.
Other Reasons for Salt on the Table. The Shach ) (a Talmid
of the Arizal - not the Shach found in Shulchan Aruch) on
Chumash Vayikra cites ten reasons for having salt on the table.
1) Salt Symbolizes Torah. "nbr’ (salt) is the same letters as
"on>" (bread), which refers, in many places in Tanach, to
Torah study: "™nn>2 N> 15" ). The word "m12" is written
with regard to salt 3, just as with Torah. Just as the world
cannot exist without salt (in pre-refrigeration days, food
could only be preserved with salt), so too, the world cannot
exist without the preservative of Torah. Having bread on the
table reminds us to speak words of Torah at a meal.
2) Salt reminds us that just as we sit at the table to feed our
bodies, wemustalso feed our mnen (souls) with Torah study.
3) Salt reminds us of the city of Sodom, that was destroyed
with sulfer and salt @ because they did not share their wealth
with guests. Lot’s wife turned into a pillar of salt for not
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They received the Torah in the wilderness and they studied
it to the exclusion of all other pursuits in the wilderness. A
“Midbar” can be a scary place for some, but for those with a
strong fortitude, it canteach character and how to grow.
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offering to give salt to her guests. Salt on the table reminds
us not to be like the people of Sodom, but rather to share
what we have on our table with others.
4) Salt reminds us of sea water from which salt comes from.
Before proceeding, it is worthwhile to study the words of the
Medrash (Bereshis Raba 5:3). When Hashem separated the
upper waters from the lower waters on the second day of
Creation, the lower waters complained that they were forced to
exist so far from Hashem. The Medrash writes that they decided
to rebel and burst through to the top waters. Hashem shouted at
them and they fell back into their place. However, since they
attempted to show honor by trying to rise closer to Hashem, He
rewarded them with the following: Any salt that will emanate
from the lower waters will be placed on the nawn, as well as on
every Jewish table; this salt will serve as a preservative for the
entire world; the upper waters will not sing shira until the lower
waters do so first. What dothey sing? "n ovy >N
Another Medrash quoted in the Shach states that the first
creation to sing shira to Hashem was the sea. Hashem was
pleased and declared that if the sea, which has no actual mouth,
can sing shira, certainly when man will be created, he will sing
shirah. However, when the generations of Enosh and the Dor
Hamabul did not sing shira, Hashem became angry with them
and destroyed them with water. To be continued........
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Chacham Rabbeinu Yosef Chaim of Bagdad ZT”L (Ben Ish Chai) would say:
“In the posuk (2-2) U M2 NN OMIAX 1”29 NNNA' - do not read the word as 'NNNA’ (symbols) but rather 'nymxa’ -

(letters) to the house of their fathers. The total number of letters in the names of the Avos - Avraham, Yitzchok and
Yaakov - equals 13, which corresponds to the gematria of the word 1PN’ (13). Thus, the Torah teaches us that the
manner of >N »2 NN - how the Jewish people lived with each other was with true mTNX - unity and harmony.”

R’ Meir Horowitz ZT’L of Dzikov (Imrei Noam) would say:

“INUN ORI INTIAY DY YON YOIN DNX DY IND M YN (02-T1) - Aharon Hakohen and his sons would assign each Levi
his designated task in carrying the mishkan. This is also a remez to the Tzaddik in our day who is looked upon by
his followers to guide him on the proper path. He must assign him "nmay 5y’ - in areas of Ruchnius, of Torah and
Avodas Hashem, as well as "Wwn YN’ - in his Gashmius needs, to carry the ‘burden’ of his labor as a good Jew.”

A Great Torah Personality is quoted as saying:
“The essence of the attribute of "1’ (splendor) reflects a Jew’s inner beauty. The greatest expression of ‘Hod’ is
on the thirty-third day of the Omer, which is referred to as "1naw 7. This corresponds to the day of Lag Baomer,

the very day that Rabban Shimon Bar Yochai revealed the innermost beauty and deepest secrets of the Torah. ”
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June 6, 1967. The second day of the Six-Day War. As nightfall descended on the second day of intense battles
between the forces of Israel and a host of Arab countries intent on its destruction, a contingent of Israeli paratroopers
fighting near the Old City were forced to take cover in a shelter in a Jerusalem neighborhood. The shelter was crammed.
Groups of children, mothers, old men and women packed inside the bunker alongside the soldiers. People looked
frightened and bereft. The government had imposed a news black-out so that Arab countries wouldn’t be able to figure
out their positions. And the news, originating from Jordan, Egypt and Syria, was enough to induce hysteria: calls for the
total elimination of Israel; calls for the Arab hordes to push the fledgling State of Israel into the sea. Things looked so
bad, that Israelis converted public parks into mass graves, in preparation for the expected casualties.

As one soldier sat there in the bunker, hopeless and uncertain, he saw an old woman slowly make her way over to him.

“Excuse me,” she said, standing at his side. She held a satchel in her arms.

He lifted his eyes. “Yes, Doda. What is it?”

“Tomorrow, when you go to the Old City you will go to the Kosel Hamaaravi.” He shook his head at the absurdity.
There were no plans to liberate the Old City. First, they were fighting just to hold their positions. And second, who could
even think of “liberation” at a time when they were literally hanging on for their very survival?

The old woman looked at him, steady-eyed. “You will go,” she said, not as if she were trying to convince him, but as
if relaying a simple fact. “I have a favor to ask you.” She reached into her satchel and took out a flag. White, with a blue
Magen Dovid on it. From the way she touched it, it was clear the flag had some personal meaning for her. “Please, when
you go, take this flag. When you get to the area of the Temple Mount, hang it up.” She held out the flag.

The soldier repeated, “Doda, you don’t understand, we are not going into the Old City.” But she wouldn’t listen to him.

“Please,” she said hoarsely. “Do me this favor.” He shrugged again. Why was he arguing with this old woman? Let him
take the flag, let him make an old woman feel good. He could always get rid of it later.

The next day, at the crack of dawn, fighting resumed. Contrary to everyone’s expectations, the Israeli army entered
and liberated the Old City. Defense Minister Moshe Dayan had ordered his troops not to enter East Jerusalem; however,
upon hearing that the United Nations was about to declare a ceasefire, he changed his mind, and without cabinet
clearance, decided to capture it. With lightning speed, paratroopers entered the Old City via the Lion’s Gate. The intense
battle for the Old City was fought mostly by paratroopers, who fought the Jordanian defenders street-by-street. The
Israeli High Command had sent orders not to use heavy armor in the Old City since this was a holy area and the
government wanted to leave it intact. With Divine assistance, the soldiers reclaimed the Old City and the Western Wall.

Sure enough, the soldier’s unit ended up at the Temple Mount. Jubilation, mixed with tears of emotion, as he and his
fellow soldiers approached the Kosel Hamaaravi. After a short prayer, he suddenly remembered the flag and the old
woman’s words. Yes, he would do it, he would! He enlisted two buddies, and together they draped the flag over the
grating on the upper left side of the Wall, and there they hoisted and hung the Israel flag for all the world to see.

After the war, the soldier’s commanding officer singled him out and asked, “What were you thinking when you
hoisted the flag?” The soldier answered, “I was thinking that this was the answer to 2,000 years of Jewish suffering.”

There, in Israel’s darkest moment, outnumbered and surrounded by enemies, one old woman saw what no one else could.
The banner of Israel is eternal - it will never be taken from us. There are two kinds of prophecy. One that predicts the future,

and one that makes the future. m‘ﬁ “m ms
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Adapted from “A Solider and an ‘
0Old Woman” by Ruchama Feuerman I

Swa: When R’ Elazar M. Shach ZT”’L mentioned to R’
Chaim Ozer Grodzensky ZT”’L that he wished to move to
Israel, he told him, “What for? It is a barren wilderness!”

As a leader of his generation, R* Chaim Ozer felt that it
was imperative for teachers of Torah to stay with their
flocks especially during the difficult period of the rise of
Communism. But R’ Shach had already made up his mind,
and notified R” Chaim Ozer that he was indeed leaving.

When R’ Shach arrived in Israel in 1940, he had no way of
earning a living. The small Torah community in Jerusalem

could not possibly provide decent jobs for all the Torah
scholars coming to Israel. R” Shach began to think that R’
Chaim Ozer was right in calling Israel a barren wilderness,
and a person could not be choosy in earning a living in the
wilderness. In the end, he took a job in a subpar institution.

Unhappy where he was, R’ Shach went to speak to the
Chazon Ish. When asked about earning a living, he replied,
“Leave, and if the Heavenly Court calls you to order for
giving up a place in which you could earn a living, tell them
that you had no interest in earning a living from such a place!”
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At a celebration in the Sharab, the ancient Jewish
quarter in the city of Taizz, Yemen, many of the prominent
members of the Jewish community came together for a
grand feast. The wine flowed freely and the atmosphere
was festive. At one point, the conversation focused on the
rich history of the Sharab, and the many great men who
had lived there throughout the generations.

The Rav of the Sharab, Chacham Yosef Algamal ZT”L,
also had his fill to drink and had not realized how great of a
pedigree the Sharab held. When one person brought out a
book of lineage (yony 990) in which a detailed account of
every Chacham and Parnas in his family was listed, dating
back over 3,000 years, he immediately became concerned.

“What will the Arabs say if they see this? That the Jews
think they’re greater because they have a richer history?
You know what will happen? They will come in and bruta-
lize us! They will kill and destroy our city once and for all!”

The Chacham’s words - perhaps spoken in haste and
with an unclear head - wholly frightened the people, who
were constantly subjected to torment by the authorities, to
the point that they agreed to burn the old book right then and
there so as not to inflame the Arabs and cause a problem.

The next day, when the wine had worn off, the men saw
what they had done. A great cry went up in the Sharab for in
a temporary lapse of judgment, they had wiped out any
record of their long and prestigious heritage!

Every single Jew is a walking “Book of Lineage!” By
virtue of his ancestry combined with his present actions, he
represents a rich lineage that dates back thousands of years.
How careful must every Jew be to protect that heritage, not
to lapse in his Avodas Hashem, for all it takes is a mistake in
judgment - and he can send that glorious yichus up in smoke!

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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The posuk in this week’s Haftorah states: “The number of
Bnei Yisroel shall be like that of the sands of the sea, which
cannot be measured nor counted.” At first glance, this posuk
seems to contradict itself: it speaks of a “number” that
cannot be counted. How can this be? Chazal explain that
when the Jewish people obey Hashem’s will, then He will
bestow His blessings upon them, such, that no number can
count them. When they do not perform Hashem’s will, they
can be counted. A number of questions arise: How can it
be that the first half of the posuk speaks of one situation
whereas the second half speaks of the exact opposite one?
Additionally, the posuk appears to describe the time of
redemption, when Brei Yisroel will all be doing Hashem’s
will. Furthermore, if the nation does not obey Hashem’s
will, and thus their number is finite, how is it possible that
when Moshiach arrives, suddenly they cannot be numbered?

The Chid’a, Rabbeinu Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai

ZT”L, explains that when a Jew sins, he literally minimizes
and diminishes himself, whereas doing a mitzvah act, such
as kindness, Torah and tefilah, elevates the individual. The
moment a person obeys Hashem's will, or displays remorse
over the past, with a genuine commitment to improve in the
future, his Jewish soul bursts forth from its confinement,
and becomes several times greater than it had been. Indeed,
there is a number that can count him, but qualitatively, he
has multiplied many times over by performing teshuvah -
he is now a soul “which cannot be measured nor counted.”

In a business sense, if one hears of a no-risk investment
that guarantees a ten percent annual profit, every financial
advisor will warmly recommend it. 20% - amazing; 30% -
unheard of. Here we deal with our neshamos. And not ten
percent; many times over! All it takes is a real feshuva!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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The word "> means foundation and we know that a building is only as tall and strong as its foundation. So too, a Jew
can only grow in Torah and middos as much as he develops his own middah of yesod. What is this middah that our yiddishk-
eit depends on? R’ Avraham Pam ZT”’L quotes the posuk: (19 ©5nn) "WTp 102 MDY - “His foundation in the mountains
of holiness.” This refers to the two mountains which play a pivotal role in the formation of the essence of Klal Yisroel.

Hashem told Avraham Avinu to slaughter his beloved son on Har Hamoria. Without a hint of doubt, Avraham
displayed extraordinary love and devotion to Hashem by nullifiying his own will to the will of his Creator. On this
mountain, we were taught to follow Hashem’s command even if it means giving up one’s life al Kiddush Hashem.

Upon Har Sinai, we were given the Torah. We were told exactly what we must do to fulfill the will of Hashem. After all,
the six-hundred-and-thirteen commandments are really 613 ways to come closer to Hashem. By following the Torah and
keeping it’s laws, we become Hashem’s beloved children whose purpose of existence is to live al Kiddush Hashem.

The middah of “Yesod” is the middah of Yosef Hatzadik. Y osef became a tzadik by putting aside his own emotions and
feelings and focusing on the most important thing, the foundation of it all: "o T 18" - a righteous man is the foundation
of the world. A righteous man is one who knows how to live al Kiddush Hashem and yet is willing to die al Kiddush
Hashem because the purpose of his life is only to do the will of Hashem. 1 et us achieve this level and become tzadikim.




