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The gemara (x5 naw) writes that according to the opinion of R' Yose, the
Torah was really meant to be given on the sixth day of the month of Sivan,
however, Moshe added on one extra day of preparation and Hashem agreed
with his calculation. Thus, 79 ymn was really on the seventh day of Sivan.
Many meforshim expound on Moshe's reasoning. The Mahara"m M'Pano
ZT"L gives a beautiful explanation. Hashem chose the mountain of Sinai to be
the site where the Torah was to be given. Har Sinai, though, is not a part of
Eretz Yisroel; it is and always has been considered xn9 0 - Outside the Land.
Since Chazal instituted that those people living outside of Eretz Yisroel must
keep two days of Yom Tov - 953 Sw »w 110 0y - therefore, Moshe felt it was
necessary to reinforce these words of Chazal, lest people become lax in
observance of the second day of Yom Tov, and thus, he added one extra day of
preparation so that the Torah should be given on the seventh of Sivan.

The Chasam Sofer, R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L, elaborates on this explanation
and says, that the entire reason why a two-day Yom Tov was instituted in the
Diaspora, was because the messengers who were sent from Yerushalayim to
other lands to proclaim the new month might not arrive at their destinations in
time and people could not be 100% sure what day Yom Tov falls out on.
However, Shavuos never had that problem since everyone knew to count
exactly 50 days from the second day of Pesach. If so, people may feel that
Shavuos, of all Yomim Tovim, does not need two days, and may not keep the
words of Chazal. Thus, Moshe added on one extra day, specifically by this Yom
Tov, to reinforce the severity of a Rabbinic ordinance in all instances.
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R'S. A. Rubin ZT"L would say:

"On Har Sinai, the Jews were able to actually visualize the words of Hashem
So too, a parent must make sure that his child can observe and truly visualize
every word he is taught. Sometimes, actions speak louder than words!"

R' Avrohom of Slonim ZT"L (Dvar Avrohom) would say:

"Kabbalists teach that each month of the year corresponds to a major body
part. This month, Sivan, corresponds to the left ear. Because all year long,
Hashem's words go in the right ear and out the other. However, when the Torah
is given, we must hear it and retain it with both ears - even the left one!"

R' Yehuda Zev Segal ZT"L (Manchester Rosh Yeshiva) would say:
"Shavuos is exactly like Yom Kippur. 1t is the day of judgment over Torah
study. A person must correct his character flaws for the Torah to reside in him."
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"Imagine what would happen next. In this man's effort to identify with non-
Jews, he would be forced to observe the Shabbos and keep all the
commandments! Although, that would have imposed much hardship and
inconvenience upon him, he would surely have done so, lest he be recognized
as actually being Jewish! What a horrendous fate for a person who subscribes
to his outlook!"

The Slutzker Rov had his audience laughing, imagining the absurdity of this
scenario. "But, Boruch Hashem, now that the Torah was given to Bnei Yisroel,
behaving like a non-Jew is quite appealing and convenient for him. Little
wonder then, that this person recited the blessing on the Torah with such an
intense fervor, as this is what he truly believes. He is actually quite delighted
that the Torah was given to the Jewish people and not, Heaven forbid, to the
gentile nations of the world!"
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Chesed is an expression of myowann - Spreading out, as one does kindness
and spreads out good all over the world. However, the yyyon - negative, is that
too much kindness can lead to a lack of restraint. When one becomes
unrestrained, his inhibitions take control over him and lead him down the path
of indulgence, immorality and sin. Gevurah, on the other hand, represents
DIsny - restraint, and strength with clarity. The drawback is that too much
restraint of character can lead to a tendency of intolerance towards others, to
display anger and violence. The two are polar opposites.

R' Ephraim Wachsman Shlit"a explains: Avrohom Avinu represents 1opn
and his only negative was his son Yishmael. As we know, when Hashem came
to Bnei Yishmael about receiving the Torah, they turned Him down saying that
were unable to fulfill the mitzva of nqnyn N9 - Adultery, which represents the
negative of chesed. Yitzchok Avinu is nyy1y and his negative was Esav. The
Bnei Esav didn't accept the Torah because of nnyn N9 - Murder, which is the
negative of Gevurah. Bnei Yisroel, the children of Yaakov Avinu, fall right in
between. Yaakov defines the middle ground, whose purpose is to properly
balance the amount of kindness and restraint that is necessary to serve Hashem
properly. Just as we find that the Christian holy day is Sunday and the Muslim
holy day is Friday, while the day given by Hashem to the Jewish people as a
day of rest and spiritual awakening is naw - the day sandwiched between the
other "holy" days - so too, the Nation of Yisroel, the only nation to
unanimously accept the Torah, is referred to as Tiferes Yisroel, which is the
perfect balance of 7pn and nqya1y , which is lacking by all the other nations.
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One of the leaders of the Reform assimilation movement appeared one day
in the main Shul of Slutzk. The gabbai, not recognizing him as someone who
mocked all the Jewish traditions and made every effort to deny the Torah,
called up the guest to the reading of the Torah.

Surprisingly, the man recited the blessing for the Torah with great fervor. In
a loud voice full of meaning he said, "Blessed is Hashem who chose us from all
the nations and gave us His Torah." There were a number of people who did
recognize him for who he was and knew of his derisive attitude towards
Yiddishkeit and the Torah, and they commented curiously on the intensity with
which he had recited the blessing. They asked their Rov about this.

The Slutzker Rov ZT"L looked at them and then said with a smile, "It's
pretty clear to me. This man recited the blessing with such concentration and
intensity because he is truly happy that Hashem gave the Torah to the Jewish
people!" He paused for a moment, as the men standing around him looked at
him quizzically. He continued. "We all know that this man has discarded
anything and everything that pertains to true Torah Judaism. In his extreme
effort to deny his Jewishness, he has adopted all the customs and practices of
the non-Jewish environment. Now just think, if the Torah had been given to the
other nations of the world, as opposed to the Jews, then they would be the ones
observing all the restrictions of Shabbos, they would be keeping kosher and
maintaining all the holidays. Instead of us, the goyim would have all the
prohibitions and duties of the Torah!" The Rov winked at the listeners.
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