
 ,ubhgru vbuntc ,uezj,vu ,sucgc ,tn ,"havhcr m"vdv
 ivfv kthknd.hcubhcre"vhg ohkaurh ohnav rga h"r t"yhka 

esmc kusd hbp rsv, tku ks hbp ta, tk ypanc kug uag, tk
 l,hng ypa,(uy-yh),ufz ;fk urhcj ,t is huv - 

     t h"arihbgc teus vbuufv iht hf' hgsunk ,tzu /,ufz ;fk lrcj ,t is huv t"s
htsu obnt hf 'iduvf u,kugp vag ifta ,ufz ka sm vzht urhcj kg tumnk kfuha
vagn vzht vag urhcju grht ot od lt 'lf uhkg cuajk kfuh ot cuaj r,uh vcrv
f"pgt lt 'vz uvagn ,t ehsmvk ihgk ,htrbv vbufb vchx oua ihtu 'vagh tk rat
hshk uvuthcv rat ,uchxv kfc ibuc,vk 'ucmnu u,gs enugk srhk lhrm ,ujpv kfk
'vf sg caja hpf urtuumc huk, rkuev ihta jfuuhu vtrh zt ut 'vzfa kpa cmn
rgm hadrk unuen ,t vbph 'vf sg uhkg uckc uhva zdurvu xgfv hadr ,j,u
veuej thva vruvy vnab ,bfua ucrec rat v"cev ka uhpf rumh kg' ,ubnjru

/ hjfubv ucmn hshk rrdb ,uaev ,uchxbv jrufn rgmv vcrnku 'sucfv txf ,j,n
,ufz ka sm oua tumnk ostv kfuh tka tuv gbnbv in ygnf hf rat ,ntvu    
:(ws wc) ,uct wxnc urnta k"z ubhnfj rntn ,t ohehsm uarhpa vn gushu' urhcj kg
ostv kfuha okugc ,uthmn iht ift hf '"unuenk ghd,a sg lrcj ,t ihs, kt"
rat uvagn kg ubusk kfuha okugc cmn oua iht ifku 'urhcj ka unuenk ghdvk
ohgcy og skub iurjtv vza inzc uc urhcjk ,uns,vk sjtv kfuh lhtv hf 'vag
ov ukt ,gsk kfuh hnu 'vnfu vnf hp iuhxbv ,t uhkg ohaen rat hrndk ohrjt
'ohbc kushd rgm ',hc oukac ut vxbrpv hauec ot 'uhkg ohrcugv ohrcanvu ohhaev
rnhh,vk kfuh rat ahtv tuv vhtu 'ohr,xbvu ohhukdv ohcutfnu ohhae hbhn rtau

/uhrcs kgu uhagn kg ubusku urhcj ,t yupak ujufc aha rnuku
ohrcj ihcu vjpank ohjt ihc ,ucck surhp aha vn kfa 'rnthvk i,hb ,ntvu    
epx iht 'uvban kg sjtv ,ufz sm tumnk ohxbn ihta ,njn tc kfv' wufu ohshshu
uku 'u,ut ihcvk khj,h htsuc hf urhcj ka apb lu,c xbfhvk vxbna hna rcsc
,rum kfa epx kf kgn rurc kct 'ovhbhc ohrcs heukhj uhvh ihhsg ot ;tu ',menc
og u,udvb,vc ctv hpkf od ohrunt ohrcsvu /hrndk rjt hput v,gn kceh jufhuv
sjt kf kg ,ufz sm tumnk cmn kfc uks,ah ota 'uhshnk, og lbjn kf ifu 'uhbc

/ kehbc ibur,p kg utuch ohfuchxu ,uhgc vcrv vcrva rcsc epx iht 'sjtu
 whp lrsv vz kgu     gggg""""hhhhzzzz    zzzzuuuuccccwwwwhhhhzzzzggggnnnnnnnn    lllluuuurrrrcccc    wwwwrrrr    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvv: "(h-zk) ohkhv,c euxpv ,t ssssuuuugggguuuu

""""uuuubbbbbbbbhhhhttttuuuu    uuuunnnnuuuueeeennnn    kkkkgggg    ,,,,bbbbbbbbuuuucccc,,,,vvvvuuuu    ggggaaaarrrr    iiiihhhhttttuuuu    yyyyggggnnnnlhbhgk vtrbv ost vtr, ratfa ' 
kusd gar ,uhvk kpa cmn hshk ohghdn lhtv tkp,nu snug lbvu 'rund gar tuva
ibuc,, ratf ',tzu 'kkf gar itf ihta vtr, ztu 'ygn ibuc,vu kf,xv hzt 'vzf
ihc,u khfa, zt 'lf hshk u,ut thcv rat vbv sg ucmn vhv vnu 'tc ihtn unuen kg

 c,f vz ihgfu /kkf gar ubbht hfiiii""""rrrrvvvvuuuunnnn    hhhhyyyyuuuueeeekkkk    eeee""""vvvvppppxxxxcccc'lpub ,pxu,c (cpr 't"j) 
apjk lhrm rund gar tuva hn ukhptu ',ufz ;fk ost kf ,t iusk lhrm hf gs :k"zu
cuy ygn uc tmuna vz hsh kgu 'gar ubht ygnv u,utca cuy ygn vzht uc tumnku

/a"g vcua,c uchavk kfuhu ,ufz ;fk ,ntc u,ut vkgn vz h"g ',ufz ;fk u,ut isu

gucav ,uharp h"pg ursxb ,urrug,v hrcsu ohhj hjek
ana ,hc e"ec ohrahn shdn t"yhka krgp ouka crv ,tn

 wudu kftn .g kf o,gybu .rtv kt utuc, hfu
(df-yh)vc ohehzjnk vjkmv vghpan vru,v - 

     `ohehzjnk thv ohhj .gw 'ch,fs tuv tsv" '(wt v"f r"ehu) arsnc t,h
w rpxc rthcu /"wvciiiiuuuuhhhhrrrrppppttttvn osevc rtck vtrbu" '(wlurg ijkua rumhewv kgck) w

 rpxc h,htrawwwwkkkkttttuuuunnnnaaaa    aaaarrrrssssnnnnwwwwrfaahu 'l,tmc iukucz jnaw cu,fv aurhp '
'i,nu tank lkuv rat rjuxva 'tuv okugv lrsn hf '(j"h d"k ohrcs) wlhkvutc
ucuac ltu 'tk ut jhuurh ot gsuh ubht ihhsg hf 'junak kufh ubht lrsk u,tmc
k"zr urnt vumnv ,hhagc okutu /junak kufh zt 'juuhrcu oukac u,hc kt
ukhtf cu,fv uhkg vkgn 'vtag tku xbtbu vumn ,uagk cajw '(/n ihaushe)
'vru, hsnukk vzn ehpxh jhuurh ota 'vz iputc i,nu tank lkuvv 'z"hpku 'wvtag
n"n 'jhuurv tka uk grht ot ukhptu 'vumnk uk cajh, v,unmgc vfhkvv f"t

/vumn ,uagk cajn grd tk hf 'vumn jhuurv
'o,tmc ohjna obhta ohrjux rta unf tku 'wl,tmc iukucz jnaw rnta vzu     
hsf lkuv v,tu 'wlhkvutc rfaahuw hf 'l,tmc junak kfu, v,ta ogyvu

/j"jpsu 's"fg 'lshc vumn lf ihcu lf ihc f"tu 'uehpxvk kfu,a
w ,ch, arsnvk thaes k"h vbvu     kkkkffff',r,uhnf vrutfk thva 'wkftn .g 

.g gyubv ohngpka iuhfs ',uruvk tcs 'arpn ifku 'kftn .g o,gybu k"kuvs

.g huv tku 'hrp vaug ubhtu '.rtc vph arab gzdv ihta 'objc unmg ,t jhryn
kf ztu 'vru, hsnuk ehpxvk hfvs t,gst gyha cu,fv rhvzv ifku 'kftn
ushc vumn rfa n"n 'vynk hrp vagh tk ot ;t hf 'kftn .gk uhvh uh,ughyb

/"vc ohehzjnk 'thv wc"vug hhj kaw-ohhj .g" ch,fsf 'vkgnk
arpk vtrb s"bgpku" 'rjt iputc '"wudu jna" cu,fv ,t rtcnu lhannu    
.nt,u vhb,n zugc vrdjw cu,fv arpk vtrba vn h"pg 'wudu jnaw euxpv
hshnk, ohehzjnvs '(/t"ge ,hatrc) e"vuzv hrcs h"pg '(z"h t"k hkan) wvh,ugurz
iuhfu 'w,ugurzw oac ohbufn ifu 'wt,hhruts ihfn,w ohtreb vru,c ohexugv ohnfj
ovk ,snug vru,v ,ufz 'vru,v ,t ohhek hsf i,nu tanc ohexug ova

uuuummmmnnnntttt,,,,hhhhaaaa uuuujjjjhhhhkkkkmmmmhhhhuuuu (wvru,vw-) vrdjw uvzu 'ovhexgc zzzzuuuuggggcccc'wvc ohehzjnvw-vhb,n 
....nnnntttt,,,,uuuutanc euxgk wl,tmc iukucz jnaw rnta vza 'k"hu 'wk"bfw-wvh,ugurz 

/"lhkvutc rfaahuw hf igh 'lhfrs wv jhkmh hf juyc vhv,a iuhf 'i,nu
 arhp ifu     wwwweeeevvvv    jjjj""""vvvvuuuuttttccccgsuh ost ihta hpk 'vmrh sug" '(j"h d"k ohrcs) 

jna 'iukuczk rnt vzk 'jkmun ruzjha sg 'tk ot jhkmh ot vrujxk u,thmhc
vumn jhkaw-wlhkvutc rfaahwa iuhf 'ogyvu 'jhkm,a htsuuc hf 'l,thmh ,gn

/"ukvt vbucv tuv hf 'iukuczk rfaah kvt vbhfu 'wvru, hsnuk iuzk v,t
 o,gybu" 'rjt iputc arsnv hrcs ,t arpk ah z"pku     kkkkffff'ubhhvw-kftn .g 

.gw 's"vv 'wkftn .gk uhvhu ujhkmh lh,ughyb kfa ohjuyc uhv, smhf
/"wvc ohehzjnk thv w,hnad vjkmvu ,uhj ghpana 'ubhhvw-ohhj

      e"ag vjbnv dkp * 6:17 -
,cak ,urb ,eksv     7:23 - 

8:56 - t"nvqgna ,thre inz   
9:32 -  t"rdvqgna ,thre inz  
10:40 - t"rdvqvkhp, inz ;ux 

,cav ouhk vnjv ,ghea   - 7:42
8:32 - ohcfufv ,tm  e"amun   

      8:54 - o, ubhcrk q f"vtm 

R’ Shimshon of Ostropolier ZT”L (Nitzotzei Shimshon) would say:

     “When Nadav and Avihu, the two sons of Aharon, were killed, Moshe Rabbeinu could not understand why they had to

die. Since Hashem told him that they were in fact great men who wished to draw closer to the Almighty (and that’s why

they entered the Holy of Holies), why couldn’t they have been taken alive into Heaven, like Chanoch and Eliyahu?

However, the difference is that Chanoch and Eliyahu went up and entered into the realm of the angels, where their physical

bodies could survive, whereas Nadav and Avihu went up into the upper realms of the Shechinah itself! There, no

physicality was possible and only their pure souls were allowed to enter. Thus, Moshe was made to understand that the

death of his nephews occurred wu,nhu wv hbpk o,crecw - because they got so close to Hashem, that is why they had to die!”

wuy rcsnc cuy jek arsn (2) wt ,hmhm wkv a"tr (1)
(6) dn:df trehu (5) y:dh ,una ihhg (4) wj erp j"ut (3)

n:uy rcsnc
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kanb: The mitzvah of wv ,cvt (loving Hashem) and the

mitzvah of "lunf lgrk ,cvtu" (loving one’s fellow Jew) often

take on different characteristics, with specialized laws that

apply to one and not the other. However, the level of love and

   A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (28)

Tzitzis. Introduction. The most common “specialized” mitzvah

that we do each day is Tzitzis. There are, of course, ,ucckv ,cuj -

responsibilities that involve our hearts and our thoughts, such as

Emunah and Bitachon, etc. which a Jew is required to fulfill at

every moment. However, with regard to ,uhagn ,uumn - mitzvos

done with a specific physical deed, the most common is the

mitzvah of Tzitzis. Every moment that we wear our Tzitzis during

the day, the mitzvah is being fulfilled. According to the Rosh

(Rabbeinu Asher), even when one wears his Tzitzis into the

night, he also continues fulfilling the mitzvah, because the Rosh

holds that a garment made basically for daytime use, is obligated

even when worn at night (1). Even on Shabbos and Yom Tov,

when Tefillin are not worn, Tzitzis are worn. In fact, the Medrash

in Parshas Shelach says (2) that the reason why the mitzvah of

Tzitzis was given to Bnei Yisroel, was to cover for days that

Tefillin are not worn. After the Torah relates the story of the

ohmg aauen (one who desecrated Shabbos in the desert), Moshe

said to Hashem that had there been an actual reminder, like

Tefillin, this man might not have stumbled. Hashem responded that

He will give the mitzvah of Tzitzis for one to do every single day,

even Shabbos and Yom Tov, which even though its not as holy as

 

and affection that emanates from an inner source applies

equally to both mitzvos. A Jew must have an infinite amount

of love in his heart, which when he channels to both Hashem

and his fellow Jew - will flow over into an “everlasting love.”

  `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

Tefillin, will act as a daily reminder to keep Hashem’s mitzvos.

The Purpose of the Mitzvah. The Bach writes (3) that by a

regular mitzvah, all one has to have in mind is to fulfill the

mitzvah, without any other thoughts about the inner meaning of

the mitzvah. Even though such knowledge and thoughts enhance

the mitzvah, they are not in any way a halachic requirement.

Tzitzis, however, is one of three exceptions (Tefillin (4) and Sukkah

(5) are the others). The Torah clearly states the purpose of the

mitzvah in the posuk: "h,umn kf ,t o,hagu urfz, ignk" - “In order

that you will remember and do all my mitzvos.” The Bach rules

that each day when doing the mitzvah of Tzitzis, one should have

in mind that he is wearing them in order to remember and do any

of the 613 mitzvos that he is obligated to do, or come his way.

Application. I once saw in a Siddur a good nusach for fulfilling

this Bach. One should think or say, as he fulfills the mitzvah: “I

am fulfilling the mitzvah of Tzitzis in order to remember and

accept all the 613 mitzvos. Whichever of the 248 positive mitzvos

come my way, I accept to fulfill them. Whichever of the 365

negative mitzvos come my way, I accept to not trangress them.

For those that do not come my way, may my good intention to

fulfill them count as having done them.” Such an acceptance will

count as if  a person fulfilled all 613 mitzvos daily.

R’ Moshe Yitzchok HaDarshan ZT”L (Maggid of Kelm) would say:

    “One Shabbos, when I walked into a synagogue I had never been to before, I noticed something unusual. When

the Sefer Torah was taken out of the Aron Kodesh, all the people came up to it, touched the cloth, and then kissed

their fingers. After that, the gabbai stood up and made an announcement, that anyone who had not paid in full for his

previous aliyos will not be called up to the Torah. I realized that we are in a wlupv okugw (upside-down world). Usually,

one kisses with his mouth and gives with his hand, but here, people kiss their hands and only give with their mouth!”

A Wise Man would say:

   “The 3 C’s in life: Choice, Chance, Change. Make a Choice, to take a Chance, if you want anything in life to Change.”   



   We have been discussing the power of the cumulative days of Sefiras Haomer. The fact that these days are dependent on
each other teaches us that each individual day has great potential, but each successful day of growth gives added strength to the
ones before, and the days yet to come. It is with this concept that the Mahari’t, R’ Moshe Mi Trani ZT”L, in his sefer Bais
Elokim explains how we can hope for Moshiach in our generation. He compares it to a midget standing on the shoulders of a
giant. The midget by himself is insignificant in stature, but the fact that he is standing on the shoulders of a giant makes him
outstandingly tall. Similarly, the generations that preceded us were filled with holy tzaddikim, giants in Torah and avodah; if
their heartfelt pleas and great dedication to Hashem did not merit the redemption, then how can we expect to be worthy of the

geulah? The answer is we are like that midget in comparison to the towering giants of yesteryear, but we can bring Moshiach

because we are standing on their shoulders! We do not stand alone! The great deeds of Jewish history are cumulative and OUR
deeds have greater power than we realize, because our rich past empowers even the smallest good deeds of today. 

     This, says Rabbi Zev Leff Shlit’a, explains why Rabbi Akiva did not stop to greet his wife after not seeing her for 12 years.
He came to the door of his home and heard her say that she would be happy if her husband would learn for another 12 years.
He turned around and went back to learn without even saying hello! Why? Because 24 consecutive - CUMULATIVE - years

of Torah study is much greater than 12 years + 12 years of learning! The great power of the cumulative - is truly amazing!
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 wwudu wv hbt lgr os kg sung, tk(zy-yh)
     At the Knessia Gedolah of Agudas Yisroel in Marienbad, Czechoslovakia, in 1937, the central topic of discussion was the
recent proposal of England’s Peel Commission, named for Lord William Peel, to partition Palestine, designating a piece for a
Jewish state. The issue was heatedly debated by the many Rabbanim of all stripes who were in attendance. One meeting
lasted for no less than seven hours and a great battle took place. Many renowned Roshei Yeshivah and most of the Rabbanim
of Czechoslovakia and Hungary held that any proposal of a Jewish state should be rejected, even if it were to be be built on a
religious foundation, because this is akin to a denial of the belief in the coming of Moshiach. All the more so now that this
Jewish state will be built on a foundation of the heretical beliefs of secular Zionism, creating a tremendous desecration of
Hashem’s Name. However, there were many others, equally prominent Rabbanim, both from the Litvish and Chassidic camps,
who maintained that it was possible, according to Torah law to establish a state in the Holy Land, without denying the belief
in Moshiach. We must not completely reject such a proposal, they argued, but rather negotiate for larger borders and laws
based on Torah, halacha and tradition. And it was important to protest the fact that religious Jewry was not consulted at all. 
    At one point in the midst of the stormy debate, R’ Elchanan Wasserman ZT”L and R’ Aharon Kotler ZT”L, seeing
that the majority was even considering the idea of a Jewish state, wanted to leave in protest, but R’ Chaim Ozer
Grodzenski ZT”L, who was ill and not able to attend himself, sent them a message that they should not leave.
    The Brisker Rav, R’ Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik ZT”L, who was not in attendance at the Knessia, was very angry
when he heard that the idea of a Jewish state was being considered, which, he believed, would bring bloodshed to the
Jewish people. He lamented, “They are sitting and discussing whether it is permitted to give up on part of Eretz Yisroel -
but to give up on one Jewish life is definitely forbidden!” A guest attempted to calm him down saying, “What difference
does it make what this convention decides? The British will not take the opinion of rabbis into consideration in any case.”
     The Brisker Rav replied, “Chazal tell us (/uf ihrsvbx) that Chizkiyah was afraid that Hashem would follow after the
majority, the followers of Shevna, who wanted to surrender to the Assyrians. But the Navi Yeshaya told him that a
‘conspiracy of wicked people’ does not count, even if they are the majority. Here too, the Aibishter does not care about the
plans of the secular Zionists, who are the majority. He looks only at what the Torah Jews say and even at this Knessia the
majority - even if they are definitely not ‘a conspiracy of wicked people’ - are in favor of a state based on Torah principles.
If they decide that there should be a state, then I am afraid that there will be a state, since Hashem follows the majority.
     “In the Torah, it makes no difference what character this Jewish state will take on. Even if it would be run completely
according to Torah law, even if the president and prime minister would be R’ Chaim Ozer, and everything would be done
according to the Torah - it is forbidden if even one Jewish soul is killed in order to establish a Jewish state! That is the crux
of the issue here. The issue is not how the Jewish state will be run, religiously or secularly. The point is that it is forbidden
for Jewish blood to be spilled for the purpose of establishing a state. And since it is impossible to accomplish the partition
without spilling Jewish blood, it is forbidden to accept this plan. It is forbidden to accept that Jewish blood will be spilled
and it is certainly against the law of the holy Torah to give a life for the establishment of a state.”
     “But,” argued the guest, “why does the Rav insist that there will be bloodshed? The plan is that the British and the
League of Nations will carry out the partition peacefully, with the agreement of the Arabs.”
     “It will never be so,” said the Brisker Rav forcefully. “The Arabs will never agree to the establishment of a Jewish state.
There will definitely be bloodshed. And even if there were only the possibility of bloodshed (,uapb epx), it would still be
forbidden - all the more so when we know that there definitely will be bloodshed!”
     In the end, the Brisker Rav was right and the Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah produced resolutions that rejected the Peel
proposal. Not surprisingly, the British government soon after dropped the proposal because of the Arabs’ opposition to it.

     rpfk utcc sgun kvtc vhvh tk ost kfu
 u,hc sgcu usgc rpfu u,tm sg asec    (zh-zy)

   The purpose of the long avodah on the holy day of Yom
Kippur is neatly summed up in one sentence: “No man
shall be in the Ohel Moed (Tent of Meeting) when he (the
Kohen Gadol) comes to effect atonement in the Holy, until
he comes out. And he shall effect atonement for himself, for
his household, and for all the congregation of Israel.”
    The Mahari”l (a later Rishon who codified the customs
of Ashkenazic Jewry) in his Sefer HaMinhagim cites an
interesting custom. Whenever he would refer to his wife in
front of others, he would say, “mein hoiz froi” (my
house/wife) rather than simply “my wife.” The reason is
based on the words of Rav Yosi (:jhe ,ca) who said: “Never
in my life have I called my wife ‘my wife’ (h,at) .... but
rather I called her ‘my house’ (h,hc).” The commentators
explain that it lacks an element of Tznius (modesty) for a
husband to refer to his wife in public as “my wife,” for this
alludes to the intimate relationship between husband and
wife. Something so personal should never even be hinted to
in the presence of others. Rather, the Torah calls a wife an
"rzg" (jh-c ,hatrc) - a “helper” - whose primary role is to
constantly look to help and assist her husband in any way
she can - both physically and spiritually. Likewise, the
Torah refers to a wife as "u,hc" - “his house” - a reference
to the care and concern she lends to a man’s household.
We, too, writes the Mahari’l, should follow this example.
    Indeed, we find that many great Rabbanim of previous
generations would never refer to their spouse in first person,
or even call her his wife. They always preferred to employ a
term of respect, such as “Rebbetzin” instead of  “wife.” This
wasn’t done out of vanity or arrogance, but rather to be more
discreet and modest. The Rada’k says that this applies even
more so to a wife not calling her husband by name in public
out of respect. R’ Moshe Feinstein’s rebbetzin always called
him “Rabbi Feinstein” when others were present, and R’
Avraham Pam’s rebbetzin called him “Rabbi Pam.”     

        EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
   ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
      

 h,,ca ,tu utrh, uhctu unt aht         
 wufu ofhekt wv hbt urna,          (d-yh)

    The Ohr HaChayim, Chacham Chaim ben Attar

ZT”L, explains that the use of the singular term, “A man

shall revere his mother and father,” is a portrayal of the
nature of parental honor; if children see their parents honor

and revere their own parents, they will in turn honor them.
The posuk, thus, teaches that one singular parent can cause
both he and his child to revere their respective parents. 
   R’ Mordechai Yosef Leiner ZT”L (Mei Shiloach) adds
that there is a parallel between one’s debt to his father and
that to his Heavenly Father. The gemara  (:ck ihaushe) teaches
that Avimi was once asked by his father to bring him a glass
of water. By the time he returned with the water his father had
fallen asleep. Avimi remained leaning over his father, waiting
for him to wake up. In the interim, Avimi was granted Divine
insight to explain a posuk in Tehillim (t-yg): “A psalm of

Asaf. The nations have entered into Your inheritance; they

have defiled Your palace.” Seemingly, a “psalm of Asaf”

(;xtk runzn) is not an appropriate introduction, being that it
speaks of the destruction of the Temple! Avimi explained that
it was actually an expression of Hashem’s mercy that He
vented His anger on wood and stone, rather than pouring it
out directly upon His people, for in this way He saved them
from certain destruction. Thus, Dovid Hamelech called this
prayer a “psalm” - a joyous song - rather than an elegy (vbhe).
    Many commentators wonder about the significance of the
fact that it was specifically while waiting for his father to
wake up that Avimi merited to explain this posuk. The
Izhbitzer explains that at that moment, Avimi realized that
even as his father was sleeping and not doing anything else,
he was still his father, deserving of full respect and honor.
Even when a father is seemingly doing nothing for his son he
still must be honored. Likewise, even when Hashem seems
“asleep” and uninvolved in the plight of His children, He still
is our Father and we must fully honor and revere Him. 

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

kan: The Liska Rav, R’ Chaim Friedlander ZT”L (Tal

Chaim) once wrote a letter to his dear friend, the Vagsha

Rav, R’ Shmuel Krauss ZT”L. In it, he wrote words of

Torah and mussar. What was unusual was how he signed the

letter: “Signed like Shmuel and the Sages, Chaim from Liska.”

    The Vagsha Rav read it over and over and could not

understand what it meant. He showed it to a number of other

people but they, too, could not figure out the meaning.

    Then, he remembered! Opening up a Gemara Berachos, he

read aloud the only argument in all of the Talmud between

Shmuel and the Sages, regarding the proper words to say

before Krias Shema (:th ,ufrc). Shmuel says that one says the

words "vcr vcvt" while the Rabbanan say one says the words

"okug ,cvt". The Vagsha Rav exclaimed, “This is what my

close friend meant. He signed the letter ‘like Shmuel’ who

says ‘Ahava Raba’ to imply his great amount of love for me,

and ‘like the Sages’ who say ‘Ahavas Olam’ - referring to his

everlasting affection!” Then he added, “He really meant to

say that they only argue by Krias Shema - but in every other

situation they both agree - there’s no reason not to have both!”   


