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Swn3: The mirzvah of 'n mnx (loving Hashem) and the and affection that emanates from an inner source applies
mitzvah of "3 Ty NN (loving one’s fellow Jew) often  equally to both mitzvos. A Jew must have an infinite amount
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take on different characteristics, with specialized laws that
apply to one and not the other. However, the level of love and

A SERICS IN HALACHA

of love in his heart, which when he channels to both Hashem
and his fellow Jew - will flow over into an “everlasting love.”
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (28)

Tzitzis. Introduction. The most common “specialized” mitzvah
that we do each day is 7zitzis. There are, of course, M350 ManN -
responsibilities that involve our hearts and our thoughts, such as
Emunah and Bitachon, etc. which a Jew is required to fulfill at
every moment. However, with regard to mwwyn mmsn - mitzvos
done with a specific physical deed, the most common is the
mitzvah of Tzitzis. Every moment that we wear our 7Zzitzis during
the day, the mitzvah is being fulfilled. According to the Rosh
(Rabbeinu Asher), even when one wears his TZitzis into the
night, he also continues fulfilling the mitzvah, because the Rosh
holds that a garment made basically for daytime use, is obligated
even when worn at night (). Even on Shabbos and Yom Tov,
when Tefillin are not worn, Tzitzis are worn. In fact, the Medrash
in Parshas Shelach says () that the reason why the mitzvah of
Tzitzis was given to Bnei Yisroel, was to cover for days that
Tefillin are not worn. After the Torah relates the story of the
o8y wwpn (one who desecrated Shabbos in the desert), Moshe
said to Hashem that had there been an actual reminder, like
Tefillin, this man might not have stumbled. Hashem responded that
He will give the mitzvah of Tzitzis for one to do every single day,
even Shabbos and Yom Tov, which even though its not as holy as
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R’ Shimshon of Ostropolier ZT”’L (Nitzotzei Shimshon) would say:

Tefillin, will act as a daily reminder to keep Hashem’s mitzvos.

The Purpose of the Mitzvah. The Bach writes 3) that by a
regular mitzvah, all one has to have in mind is to fulfill the
mitzvah, without any other thoughts about the inner meaning of
the mirzvah. Even though such knowledge and thoughts enhance
the mitzvah, they are not in any way a halachic requirement.
Tzitzis, however, is one of three exceptions (Tefillin ¢ and Sukkah
) are the others). The Torah clearly states the purpose of the
mitzvah in the posuk: "My 52 NN OFPWN VIO WS - “In order
that you will remember and do all my mitzvos.” The Bach rules
that each day when doing the mitzvah of Tzitzis, one should have
in mind that he is wearing them in order to remember and do any
of the 613 mitzvos that he is obligated to do, or come his way.
Application. I once saw in a Siddur a good nusach for fulfilling
this Bach. One should think or say, as he fulfills the mitzvah: “I
am fulfilling the mitzvah of Tzitzis in order to remember and
accept all the 613 mitzvos. Whichever of the 248 positive mitzvos
come niy way, I accept to fulfill them. Whichever of the 365
negative mitzvos come niy way, I accept to not trangress them.
For those that do not come my way, may my good intention to
Sulfill them count as having done them.” Such an acceptance will
countas if a person fulfilled all 613 mitzvos daily.
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“When Nadav and Avihu, the two sons of Aharon, were killed, Moshe Rabbeinu could not understand why they had to

die. Since Hashem told him that they were in fact great men who wished to draw closer to the Almighty (and that’s why
they entered the Holy of Holies), why couldn’t they have been taken alive into Heaven, like Chanoch and Eliyahu?
However, the difference is that Chanoch and Eliyahu went up and entered into the realm of the angels, where their physical
bodies could survive, whereas Nadav and Avihu went up into the upper realms of the Shechinah itself! There, no
physicality was possible and only their pure souls were allowed to enter. Thus, Moshe was made to understand that the
death of his nephews occurred "nm ‘N »a5 DN’ - because they got so close to Hashem, that is why they had to die!”

R’ Moshe Yitzchok HaDarshan ZT”L (Maggid of Kelm) would say:

“One Shabbos, when I walked into a synagogue I had never been to before, I noticed something unusual. When
the Sefer Torah was taken out of the Aron Kodesh, all the people came up to it, touched the cloth, and then kissed
their fingers. After that, the gabbai stood up and made an announcement, that anyone who had not paid in full for his
previous aliyos will not be called up to the Torah. I realized that we are in a "9n 09 (upside-down world). Usually,
one kisses with his mouth and gives with his hand, but here, people kiss their hands and only give with their mouth!”

A Wise Man would say:
ing in life to Change.”

“The 3 C’s in life: Choice, Chance, Change. Make a Choice, to take a Chance, if you want any
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At the Knessia Gedolah of Agudas Yisroel in Marienbad, Czechoslovakia, in 1937, the central topic of discussion was the
recent proposal of England’s Peel Commission, named for Lord William Peel, to partition Palestine, designating a piece for a
Jewish state. The issue was heatedly debated by the many Rabbanim of all stripes who were in attendance. One meeting
lasted for no less than seven hours and a great battle took place. Many renowned Roshei Yeshivah and most of the Rabbanim
of Czechoslovakia and Hungary held that any proposal of a Jewish state should be rejected, even if it were to be be built on a
religious foundation, because this is akin to a denial of the belief in the coming of Moshiach. All the more so now that this
Jewish state will be built on a foundation of the heretical beliefs of secular Zionism, creating a tremendous desecration of
Hashem’s Name. However, there were many others, equally prominent Rabbanim, both from the Litvish and Chassidic camps,
who maintained that it was possible, according to Torah law to establish a state in the Holy Land, without denying the belief
in Moshiach. We must not completely reject such a proposal, they argued, but rather negotiate for larger borders and laws
based on Torah, halacha and tradition. And it was important to protest the fact that religious Jewry was not consulted at all.

At one point in the midst of the stormy debate, R’ Elchanan Wasserman ZT”’L and R’ Aharon Kotler ZT”’L, seeing
that the majority was even considering the idea of a Jewish state, wanted to leave in protest, but R> Chaim Ozer
Grodzenski ZT”’L, who was ill and not able to attend himself, sent them a message that they should not leave.

The Brisker Rav, R’ Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik ZT”’L, who was not in attendance at the Knessia, was very angry
when he heard that the idea of a Jewish state was being considered, which, he believed, would bring bloodshed to the
Jewish people. He lamented, “They are sitting and discussing whether it is permitted to give up on part of Eretz Yisroel -
but to give up on one Jewish life is definitely forbidden!” A guest attempted to calm him down saying, “What difference
does it make what this convention decides? The British will not take the opinion of rabbis into consideration in any case.”

The Brisker Rav replied, “Chazal tell us (12 p77m©) that Chizkiyah was afraid that Hashem would follow after the
majority, the followers of Shevna, who wanted to surrender to the Assyrians. But the Navi Yeshaya told him that a
‘conspiracy of wicked people’ does not count, even if they are the majority. Here too, the Aibishter does not care about the
plans of the secular Zionists, who are the majority. He looks only at what the Torah Jews say and even at this Knessia the
majority - even if they are definitely not ‘a conspiracy of wicked people’ - are in favor of a state based on Torah principles.
If they decide that there should be a state, then I am afraid that there will be a state, since Hashem follows the majority.

“In the Torah, it makes no difference what character this Jewish state will take on. Even if it would be run completely
according to Torah law, even if the president and prime minister would be R> Chaim Ozer, and everything would be done
according to the Torah - it is forbidden if even one Jewish soul is killed in order to establish a Jewish state! That is the crux
of the issue here. The issue is not how the Jewish state will be run, religiously or secularly. The point is that it is forbidden
for Jewish blood to be spilled for the purpose of establishing a state. And since it is impossible to accomplish the partition
without spilling Jewish blood, it is forbidden to accept this plan. It is forbidden to accept that Jewish blood will be spilled
and it is certainly against the law of the holy Torah to give a life for the establishment of a state.”

“But,” argued the guest, “why does the Rav insist that there will be bloodshed? The plan is that the British and the
League of Nations will carry out the partition peacefully, with the agreement of the Arabs.”

“It will never be so,” said the Brisker Rav forcefully. “The Arabs will never agree to the establishment of a Jewish state.
There will definitely be bloodshed. And even if there were only the possibility of bloodshed (mwa pa), it would still be
forbidden - all the more so when we know that there definitely will be bloodshed!”

In the end, the Brisker Rav was right and the Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah produced resolutions that rejected the Peel
proposal. Not surprisingly, the British government soon after dropped the prqposal because of the Arabs’ opposition to it.
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Swn: The Liska Rav, R’ Chaim Friedlander ZT"’L (Tal
Chaim) once wrote a letter to his dear friend, the Vagsha
Rav, R’ Shmuel Krauss ZT”L. In it, he wrote words of
Torah and mussar. What was unusual was how he signed the
letter: “Signed like Shmuel and the Sages, Chaim from Liska.”
The Vagsha Rav read it over and over and could not
understand what it meant. He showed it to a number of other
people but they, too, could not figure out the meaning.
Then, he remembered! Opening up a Gemara Berachos, he
read aloud the only argument in all of the Talmud between

Shmuel and the Sages, regarding the proper words to say
before Krias Shema (2 m>72). Shmuel says that one says the
words "n27n2nN" while the Rabbanan say one says the words
"2 nanN". The Vagsha Rav exclaimed, “This is what my
close friend meant. He signed the letter ‘like Shmuel’ who
says ‘Ahava Raba’ to imply his great amount of love for me,
and ‘like the Sages’ who say ‘Ahavas Olam’ - referring to his
everlasting affection!” Then he added, “He really meant to
say that they only argue by Krias Shema - but in every other
situation they both agree - there’s no reason not to have both!”
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The purpose of the long avodah on the holy day of Yom

Kippur is neatly summed up in one sentence: “No man
shall be in the Ohel Moed (Tent of Meeting) when he (the
Kohen Gadol) comes to effect atonement in the Holy, until
he comes out. And he shall effect atonement for himself, for
his household, and for all the congregation of Israel.”

The Mahari”l (a later Rishon who codified the customs
of Ashkenazic Jewry) in his Sefer HaMinhagim cites an
interesting custom. Whenever he would refer to his wife in
front of others, he would say, “mein hoiz froi” (my
house/wife) rather than simply “my wife.” The reason is
based on the words of Rav Yosi (:wp naw) who said: “Never
in my life have I called my wife ‘my wife’ ODWN) .... but
rather I called her ‘my house’ (n2).” The commentators
explain that it lacks an element of Tznius (modesty) for a
husband to refer to his wife in public as “my wife,” for this
alludes to the intimate relationship between husband and
wife. Something so personal should never even be hinted to
in the presence of others. Rather, the Torah calls a wife an
"Wy (-2 TPWNTI) - a “helper” - whose primary role is to
constantly look to help and assist her husband in any way
she can - both physically and spiritually. Likewise, the
Torah refers to a wife as "a" - “his house” - a reference
to the care and concern she lends to a man’s household.
We, too, writes the Mahari’l, should follow this example.

Indeed, we find that many great Rabbanim of previous

generations would never refer to their spouse in first person,
or even call her his wife. They always preferred to employ a
term of respect, such as “Rebbetzin” instead of “wife.” This
wasn’t done out of vanity or arrogance, but rather to be more
discreet and modest. The Rada’k says that this applies even
more so to a wife not calling her husband by name in public
out of respect. R” Moshe Feinstein’s rebbetzin always called
him “Rabbi Feinstein” when others were present, and R’
Avraham Pam’s rebbetzin called him “Rabbi Pam.”

EDITORIAL AND INSIGIHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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The Ohr HaChayim, Chacham Chaim ben Attar
ZT”L, explains that the use of the singular term, “A man
shall revere his mother and father,” is a portrayal of the
nature of parental honor; if children see their parents honor
and revere their own parents, they will in turn honor them.
The posuk, thus, teaches that one singular parent can cause
both he and his child to revere their respective parents.

R’ Mordechai Yosef Leiner ZT"’L (Mei Shiloach) adds
that there is a parallel between one’s debt to his father and
that to his Heavenly Father. The gemara (25 pwypp) teaches
that Avimi was once asked by his father to bring him a glass
of water. By the time he returned with the water his father had
fallen asleep. Avimi remained leaning over his father, waiting
for him to wake up. In the interim, Avimi was granted Divine
insight to explain a posuk in Tehillim (R-0Y): “A psalm of
Asaf. The nations have entered into Your inheritance; they
have defiled Your palace.” Seemingly, a “psalm of Asaf”
(9ONO M) is not an appropriate introduction, being that it
speaks of the destruction of the Temple! Avimi explained that
it was actually an expression of Hashem’s mercy that He
vented His anger on wood and stone, rather than pouring it
out directly upon His people, for in this way He saved them
from certain destruction. Thus, Dovid Hamelech called this
prayer a “psalm” - a joyous song - rather than an elegy (n»p).

Many commentators wonder about the significance of the
fact that it was specifically while waiting for his father to
wake up that Avimi merited to explain this posuk. The
Izhbitzer explains that at that moment, Avimi realized that
even as his father was sleeping and not doing anything else,
he was still his father, deserving of full respect and honor.
Even when a father is seemingly doing nothing for his son he
still must be honored. Likewise, even when Hashem seems
“asleep” and uninvolved in the plight of His children, He still
is our Father and we must fully honor and revere Him.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

We have been discussing the power of the cumulative days of Sefiras Haomer. The fact that these ! ays are dependent on
each other teaches us that each individual day has great potential, but each successful day of growth gives added strength to the

ones before, and the days yet to come. It is with this concept that the Mahari’t, R> Moshe Mi Trani ZT”’L, in his sefer Bais
Elokim explains how we can hope for Moshiach in our generation. He compares it to a midget standing on the shoulders of a
giant. The midget by himself is insignificant in stature, but the fact that he is standing on the shoulders of a giant makes him
outstandingly tall. Similarly, the generations that preceded us were filled with holy tzaddikim, giants in Torah and avodah; if
their heartfelt pleas and great dedication to Hashem did not merit the redemption, then how can we expect to be worthy of the
geulah? The answer is we are like that midget in comparison to the towering giants of yesteryear, but we can bring Moshiach
because we are standing on their shoulders! We do not stand alone! The great deeds of Jewish history are cumulative and OUR
deeds have greater power than we realize, because our rich past empowers even the smallest good deeds of today.

This, says Rabbi Zev Leff Shlit’a, explains why Rabbi Akiva did not stop to greet his wife after not seeing her for 12 years.
He came to the door of his home and heard her say that she would be happy if her husband would learn for another 12 years.
He turned around and went back to learn without even saying hello! Why? Because 24 consecutive - CUMULATIVE - years
of Torah study is much greater than 12 years + 12 years of learning! The great power of the cumulative - is truly amazing!




