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R’ Mordechai Gifter zt”l (Telzer Rosh HaYeshivah) would say: 

     “wuhct hrudn .rtc cegh cahuw - Yaakov yearned to dwell in peace and tranquility. The Satan accused him, ‘The righteous

are not content with what is waiting for them in the World-to-Come; they seek peace in this world as well!’ Consequently,

the trouble of Yosef sprung upon him. R’ Chaim Volozhiner zt”l says that serenity in this world is not deleterious. There

are many righteous people who lived lives of tranquility. Yaakov was faulted, however, for not accepting his lot in life, for

yearning for a change of circumstances. This non-acceptance of reality as a manifestation of Hashem’s will, and the desire

to lead a ‘better life’ is to some extent, a function of man’s material nature attaching too great a value to the physical

world, and drawing him away from the true good. However, as we shall see, the ‘trouble of Yosef’ ultimately brought

Yaakov to the point that he was totally liberated from his preoccupation, slight as it was, with the corporeal world.”
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v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk lynp: When Yosef was asked to interpret the dreams of the
baker and the wine steward, he immediately gave them
legitimate answers. R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a writes in
Orchos Yosher, that generally a Chacham will respond to a  

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (54)

Horo’ah: Paskening Sheilos in Halacha. Last week, we
introduced the topic of “Horo’ah” and the ultimate level of
Torah learning which qualifies an individual to be considered a
"vtruvk ghdva ofj sunk,". We asked: Is this something everyone
can aspire to? Or only the rare few? Technically, this should be a
common goal of every ben Torah, but if one sees that his time
and/or level of clarity in learning, temperament, etc. precludes
him from reaching this level, then it is not for him. Although this
might be discouraging for some, it still might be relevant to more
people than is commonly thought, based on the following:
Becoming a Posek in a Limited Area of Halacha. Throughout
the years, there were always Gedolim who paskened in all areas,
and other Poskim who were specialists in certain areas. In fact, this
was the way it worked in many big cities as far back as the times
of the Gemara and earlier generations. For example, in the city of
Prague, the famous Noda B’Yehuda was the Chief Rabbi, but
beneath him were lower authorities who ruled on specific
questions. Some ruled on cases of Shechita, some on Treifos,
while others took care of the Mikvaos issues. There were Poskim

who only answered Orach Chaim questions, or Safrus questions,
and those who saw to minor monetary disputes. If they could not
answer a question that came up, they would forward it to the Chief
Rabbi of the city (and the Posek Hador for all of Klal Yisroel), the
Noda B’Yehuda. In fact, many of the Rabbanim in smaller cities

question posed to him based on his wisdom and knowledge,
but many times, Heavenly words are placed in his mouth,
and even if he is not aware, he “feels” that this is the correct
response, and in the end, it is proven to be true and accurate.     

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

could not always rule in all areas and forwarded questions to the
Noda B’Yehuda. Most of the Teshuvos in Sefer Noda B’Yehuda, 
and Chasam Sofer, were to small-town Rabbanim, while regular
people who asked questions would never go beyond their Rav.
Contemporary Examples. It is good to be aware of some of the
many examples of a field of Poskim that we have today.

In the big Shechita productions, there are special Poskim

trained to rule on the special knives used by shochtim (as well
as resharpen them with smoothness). There are those who
rule on the possible Treifos of chickens only and some who
rule on Treifos of cows only. 
There are people who become experts in the laws and
practices of the Arba Minim and can correctly advise others
even if they are not fluent in other areas of Halacha. 
Every Sofer who checks Tefillin and Mezuzos for others is a
Posek who rules on the Kashrus of these items. 
Kashrus in the food industry requires many different Poskim

who are experts in many different areas: wine production, fish,
meat, Terumos and Maasros (in Eretz Yisroel), just to name a
few. These people only pasken in their area of expertise. 
In medical Halacha, their are experts in end-of-life issues,
fertility, obstetrics, and mild to severe sicknesses.
There are Dayanim who deal full-time with monetary
matters, having mastered Choshen Mishpat, even though they
may not have mastered the other sections of Shulchan Aruch.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Rabbi Yosef Eisen shlit’a (in the name of an Adam Gadol) would say:

     “wunukj aht ovhba oukj unkjhuw - The past is w,unukjw (dreams), the future is w,ubuhnsw (fantasies), and the present is w,ubuhxbw
(trials). Alternatively, the past is your rebbi, the future should be your talmid, and the present is your best friend!”

A Wise Man would say:

     “In three words I can sum up everything I’ve learned about life: it goes on.”                         



     The Medrash tells us that the word "cahu" is a lashon of "rgm" - it denotes pain and anguish. As Rashi famously states: “When
Yaakov sought to dwell in tranquility, the troubles of Yosef sprang upon him.” Why is this so? What is wrong with settling down? 
     What the Medrash is telling us is that concept of “settling down” is  dangerous. It goes against everything we believe in! A Jew
must know that this world is temporary, transient. It is not the real world. It is a place we pass through in order to reach our goal! It
is a place of action. Every minute in this world is an opportunity for the next world! This is not the place to “sit down” - it is the
place to “chap arayn”!  Imagine being allowed into a king’s storehouse 12 hours. You are given a large empty sack to fill with
any precious stone of your choosing. Whatever you put in your sack is yours to keep! As soon as you enter, the big clock on the
wall begins ticking! You figure 12 hours is a long time and start to explore! You walk from room to room marveling at the riches
which will soon be yours. But then you allow yourself to get distracted and begin to enjoy the lavish food and the wonderful music
being played. Look, there are comfortable beds beckoning you to come and lay down for a minute. You give in to the urge to
enjoy the material pleasures all around you and before you know it, times up! The king’s guards have come to take you away. You
leave with the sick feeling that by “settling down” for a few extra minutes, you wasted the greatest opportunity of your life! 
     The Pardes Yosef adds that when the Jews become too settled in golus, the gentiles will always be there to remind us that we
are not here to “settle down” in this world! When we lose focus and forget why we’re here, our enemies will do us the  favor of
“reminding” us through torture, persecution and expulsions! It’s time to wake up and smell the coffee, BEFORE  our enemies do it
for us! Let us never forget that the goal of a Jew is spirituality, not to “settle down” and enjoy the comforts of this temporary world!  
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     Yosef HaTzaddik did all he could to resist the advances of Potifar’s wife. “How can I do such an evil thing to my employer,
Potifar?” he asked. But she persisted and one day she grabbed him by his garment. He immediately fled and ran outside,
leaving the garment in her hands. In Hallel, we say the famous words from Tehillim (114) "xbhu vtr ohv" - the sea saw and fled.
The Medrash asks: what did it see that caused it to flee when Bnei Yisroel were about to cross the Yam Suf? The sea had
insisted that it would not split for the Jewish people who, it maintained were idol-worshippers; but when it saw ";xuh ka uburt"
(Yosef’s coffin), it quickly split because it saw a tzaddik who rose above nature and fled, and in his merit, it split for Bnei Yisroel. 
     My machshava here is that when Hashem took Bnei Yisroel out of Egypt, the people were busy emptying out the riches of
Mitzrayim, enriching themselves in the process. Moshe Rabbeinu, however, was busy doing something else. He went
searching for the ";xuh ,unmg" - the bones of Yosef HaTzaddik, which were lying at the bottom of the river. At that time, no one
but Moshe understood how important this matter was because without these bones and the ";xuh ka uburt", the nation would
have been stranded on the banks of the Yam and the Egyptians would have overrun them. It was only when "xbhu vtr ohv" thanks
to the incredible ability of Yosef to overcome the demands of this evil woman, did it split and allow them to cross to safety!
   The days of Chanukah come out during Parshas Vayeshev, which matches the supernatural occurrences of the Chashmonaim
with the supernatural control of Yosef Hatzaddik. Let us never forget the true koichos that went into Yosef’s resistance and
apply it to our our lives the way Klal Yisroel did during the nes of Chanukah. May we be zoche to see the nissim throughout
our lives that sometimes fly over our heads and realize that nothing happens without the Ribono shel Olam holding our hand.

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 /// igbf .rtc uhct hrudn .rtc cegh cahu(t-zk)

 /// ubhjt ,t drvb hf gmc vn uhjt kt vsuvh rnthu(d-vk)
    A group of three men walked into a restaurant in Washington D.C. on January 23, 2017. They wore red “Make
America Great Again” hats, a symbol of Republican support, and spoke with a heavy southern drawl. The group had
flown into the capital from their homes in Texas to attend President Donald Trump’s inauguration, and two days after the
event, they were in great spirits. They sat down in a booth at Busboys & Poets, a liberal eatery in Washington D.C. right
below the massive wall paintings of famous African American icons and leaders like Barack Obama, Rosa Parks, and
Harriet Tubman. The restaurant is open to everyone, but it embodies a strong sense of community with the presence of art,
culture, and political conversation. It is just about as liberal a restaurant as you can find anywhere, making it the last place
you’d expect to see three white, conservative, Republican cowboys from the southern midwest.
     It must have been an odd sight to see, but the waitress, a 25-year-old left-wing African American, walked over and in a
friendly tone, she introduced herself. She then proceeded to serve the men just like she would anyone else. She assumed
they were Trump fans, based on their hats and attire, and the fact that the inauguration was just three days before. It was
pretty obvious. The waitress knew that she and the three men came from very different backgrounds, and had opposing
political views. She had recently attended a Woman’s March and was active in the Black Lives Matter movement. She
was most definitely not a Trump supporter and had rallied and voted for his opponent. She wondered if they knew what
she believed in or who she supported. She assumed that in this restaurant, they probably did. Despite all of this, she put
judgment aside and served the men with the same smile and hospitable service she gave to everyone else.
     The meal was pleasant and the bill at the end came out to be $72.60 total. Waiters and waitresses in the U.S. typically
hope for a nice tip and she was expecting what any waitress would expect - around a $13-$14 tip on the bill.
     One of the three men, Jason White, footed the bill for him and his friends, paying with a credit card. He appreciated the
way she had acted and left a $450 tip with a note on the receipt explaining his generosity. The waitress didn’t know what
to think; she had treated White and his friends the same way she everyone else. She didn’t give them any special treatment
or “hook them up” with free food or drinks. So what would motivate him to leave her so much?
     The note read: “We may come from different cultures and may disagree on certain issues, but if everyone would share
their smile and kindness like you did, our country will come together as one people. Not race. Not gender. Just American.
God Bless!” White admitted that he was inspired by walking around and visiting the Capitol landmarks, by spending time
in the liberal restaurant and being served by a kind young woman without any bias. It was clear that White found her
warm, professional service to be very respectful. Little did he know how much she desperately needed the added cash. 
     She had been picking up extra shifts at the restaurant in order to afford her move to a new apartment. White had no idea
how badly she needed that money. This was her second job, and that she only took it to supplement her income. When she
received this random act of kindness, the amazing gift of generosity on White’s part, she was shocked and thrilled at the
same time. It taught her that people must strive to get along. It also solidified her mentality to not judge a book by its
cover. She could have walked over to the group of men with a bad attitude and a predetermined opinion of them. Many
others would have done so. She could have hated them simply for what they stood for and who they supported, because it
went against everything she believed in. But she didn’t. She was respectful and kind to other human beings.
     “This definitely reshaped my perspective. Republican, Democrat, and Liberal are all subcategories to what we are
experiencing. We are all people. It instills a lot of hope,” she said. For his part, White recognizes that there is a problem
with acceptance in the world today, and that people are quick to jump to conclusions about one another. He quotes the
words of a well-known civil rights leader,  “I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great a burden to bear.”                   

    czghu hng vcfa rntk usdcc uvap,,u
 wudu vmujv tmhu xbhu vshc usdc      (ch-yk)

 /// vrv hfbt uk vkt rat ahtk rntk vhnj kt vjka thvu(vf-jk)
  Tamar, the daughter-in-law of Yehuda, was being taken
out to death. She had accepted her fate even though she knew
that she was right to do what she did. Rashi quotes the
famous Gemara (:h vyux): “She did not want to embarrass
him ... She said, “If he confesses by himself, let him confess,
and if not, let them burn me, but I will not embarrass him.”
From this our Sages said, “It is better for a person to be cast
into a fiery furnace than to embarrass his fellow in public.”
     A Torah scholar once came to the Chiddushei HaRim,
R’ Yitzchok Meir Alter zt”l, to talk in learning. The Rebbe
said over a chiddush and the man brazenly contradicted the
Rebbe’s words. Rather, then enter into a prolonged
argument, the Rebbe was silent and did not respond. 
    A number of chassidim were present and decided to look
into the sugya. What they found was that the man was totally
wrong and had not understood the Rebbe’s words at all. When
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they asked why he did not disprove him, the Rebbe
responded, “I knew he was wrong but I still felt it was
important to keep quiet so as not to embarrass him.”
    The chassidim did not let the matter rest and went to the
scholar, showing him that he was wrong. He realized his error
and hurried to apologize to the Rebbe. 
     R’ Yitzchok Meir waved him away and said, “In the Bais
HaMikdash, there were many instruments used by the Leviim.
One was a harp-like instrument called the wkcbw. The Yerushalmi
in Sukkah asks, why is it called ‘Navel’ which is not a flattering
title? Because it ‘shames’ the other instruments. It has such a
beautiful sound, that the other instruments cannot match up to
it.” The Rebbe looked at him. “I would think that such a
beautiful sound should have a beautiful name. But this is not
the case. We learn from here that no matter how wonderful
something or someone is, he has no right to shame another. If
he uses his ‘beauty’ to hurt another person, he is worthy of
being called a wkcbw because he has done a nasty act (wvkcbw).”

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: There was once a woman whose husband disappeared
and she didn’t know if he was alive, dead or maybe he ran
away to convert to another faith. She went to the Beis
Halevi, R’ Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik zt”l, and cried,
“Rebbi, please tell me, is my husband alive?” 
    The Rav looked up and said, “He is alive.”
     Surprised, she asked again, “Rebbi, did he convert?”
     “No, he didn’t convert,” was the instant reply.
     This time, the woman was emboldened to forge ahead.
“Rebbi, will my husband come back to me?”
     The Rav of Brisk replied, “Yes. He will come back.”

    The woman left the house encouraged and incredibly, a
few days later, her husband returned home, safe and sound.
     People were abuzz with the “miracle” that the Beis Halevi

seemed to have effected, and his obvious Ruach Hakodesh. 
    When he heard the rumors, he shrugged modestly and said,
“I don’t know what’s the big deal. I told her that her husband is
alive because every person has a ohhj ,ezj (assumption of
life) as long as it isn’t disproven. I said he didn’t convert
because every Jew has ,uraf ,ezj (assumption of
credibility). And I told her he will come back. Why? Because
if he is alive and a kosher Jew - why wouldn’t he come back?”  


